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^t %thxm of (f;ltMamh( on tjit Cmititliio 

nf WmwL 

"There is neither Jew nor Greek ; there is neither bond 
Qor free ; there is neither niale nor female : for ye ar* 
all one in Christ Jesus." — Galatianb iii. 28. 

Woman was the finishing grace of the creation. 
Woman was the completeness of man's bliss in 
I^aradise. Woman was the cause of sin and death 
to our world. Woman was the means of our re- 
demption. Woman is the mother of the human 
I'ace ; our companion, counselor, and comforter in 
the pilgrimage of life ; or our tempter, our scourge, 
^nd our destroyer. Our sweetest cup of earthly 
l^ppiness, or our bitterest draught of sorrow, is 
^ixed and administered by her hand. She not 
Only renders smooth or rough our path to the grave, 
xDut h^ps or hinders our progress to immortality. 
In heaven we shall bless God for her aid in assist- 
ing us to reach that blissful state, or amid the tor- 
^nents of unutterable woe in another r^on, we 
^hall deplore the fatality of her influence. 

Such is my reason for determining to address a 
^urse of monthly sermons to her sex. Ttoy \»!^% 
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been too muoh neglected in the ministrations of the 
sanctuary ; an omission which must be traced to a 
morbid delicacy unworthy of the pulpit. Happily, 
this reproach does not appertain to the press, to 
which perhaps, in the opinion of some, this subject 
ought to be exclusively consigned. But why) 
Can any good and valid reason be assigned for 
shutting out from the house of Grod instructions to 
so important a class of the community? Many 
persons almost instinctively shrink from such ad- 
dresses, from a fear lest matters should be intro* 
duced at which modesty would blush, and by which 
the finer sensibilities would be wounded. There is 
a prudishness in such feeling which can be justified 
neither by reason nor revelation. You may trust 
your pastor for discretion on such a subject, and 
feel tolerably certain that he will utter nothing 
which shall bring up a tinge of color on the most 
modest countenance, or inflict the slightest wound 
on the most fastidiously delicate mind. 

It may be as well to announce in the opening 
sermon, that the whole course will be decidedly of 
a religious nature ; more so than even the sermons 
to young men. For all the general directions and 
excellences of female character, I shall refer you to 
the various works which on these topics have issued 
from the press. My place is the pulpit — my sub- 
ject is religion — my object is the soul — my aim is 
salvation. I view you, my female friends, as des- 
tined to another world, and it is my business to aid 
and stimulate you, '*by patient continuance in well- 
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Mng, to seek for ^oiy, honor, and immortality," 
and to obtain eternal life. I look beyond tbe 
painted and gaudy soene of earth's &ding yanitiea, 
to the everlasting ages, through which you must 
eisst in torment or in bliss ; and, God helping me, 
it shall not be my &ult if you do not live in com* 
krty die in peace, and inherit eternal life. 
. Oive me your most serious attention — ^wfaat is 
mora, give me your prayers — ^and especially pray 
for yourselves, that in listening to these discourses 
70U may not be '^ hearers of the word only, but 
doers of it also.'' Come to each sermon in devout 
Miioosness of mind. Lay aside all frivolity and 
levity^ You are not invited to an entwtainmenty 
hut to listen to matters of infinite moment, of ever* 
lasting importance. The lightness of the concert, 
the ball-room, and t^e theater, would be.quite out 
of plaee when called to listen to words whereby 
you may be saved. 

I could tdiink of no subject with which more 
Ififwopriately to commence these sermons, than^ 
tbat which you are now prepared to hear**— Tboi 
bixinsNOB OF CHBiSTiANrrr on ths Gonditiok ov 

WoiUK. 

' Our rsRST attention must be directed, of oourse, 
to ^ condiHon of the sex beyond the boimdariee of 
Okrietendom, 

It would seem, from the words of the original 
denouncement upon Eve for her transgression in 
eating the forbidden fruit, as if, while yet the first 
Fftir were innocent, there was a more entire equality 
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of condition and rights than there was, and is, aftmr 
the fall. " Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and 
he shall rule over thee." This sounds like som^ 
thing penal, though perhaps some would regard it 
as merely predictive, and intended to describe the 
cruel and brutalizing tendency of sin, in turning 
man, who ought to be the. loving companion of his 
wife, into a tyrant. How fearfiilly, if predictive, 
this sentence has been fulfilled, the d^radation of 
woman — ^her. wrongs, her sorrows, and her vices, in 
many cases, most painfully attest. 

History, which will ever be found to accredit 
^revelation, proves the &ct that in most Pagan and 
Mohammedan nations, whether ancient or modern^ 
woman has been cruelly and wickedly sunk below 
her proper level in social and domestic life. 
'* Hated and despised from her birth, and her birth 
itself esteemed a calamity — in some countries not 
even allowed the rank of a moral and responsible 
agent — so tenderly alive to her own degradation that 
she acquiesces in the murder of her female ofispring 
— ^immured from infancy — ^without education^ — ^mar* 
ried Vithout her consent — ^in a multitude of in- 
stances sold by her parents — ^refused the confidence 
of her husband, and banished from his table — on 
his death doomed to the funeral pile, or to con- 
tempt that renders life a burden." In such a con- 
dition she has been the household drudge, or the 
mere object of passion. . She has ministered to the 
gratification of man's indolence or appetites, but 
has not been his companion, his counselor, or his 
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oomforter. In barbarous countries, she has been a 
public slave; in civilized ones, very generally a 
kind of pHvate mistress. Her mind has been left 
untaught, as if incapable or unworthy of instruction. 
She has been not only imprisoned by jealousy in 
seclusion, but degraded and rendered vicious and 
miserable by polygamy — sometimes worshiped as 
a goddess, then fondled as a toy, then punished as a 
victim. She could never attain to dignity, and even 
with all her brightest charms, could rarely appear 
but with the beauty of a doll. 

Exceptions to this, of some extent, may be made 
in &vor of the polished Greeks and proud Romans ; 
but only to some extent ; for did time permit, and 
necessity require, it could be shown that even 
Athenian refinement and Roman virtue rarely gave 
to woman her just rank by the side of her husband, 
or her proper place in his affection, esteem, and 
confidence. The laws of Rome, it is true, gave to 
woman greater liberty and consideration than she 
had before received ; still, she was so treated even 
there as to sink into degradation disgraceful to her 
purity, and destructive of her happiness. "No 
happy influence did she exert on the public or pri- 
vate welfare of the State. Politicians intrigued 
with her ; ambition combined with passion to cor* 
rupt her; and her liberty degenerated into licen- 
tiousness. Through her influence, the streets of the 
capital were sometimes deluged with its best blood ; 
and to such, an extent was her profligacy carried, 
that among the decrees which passed the Senate 
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dinriiig the reign of Tibertas, i^aiost the KQeBilkN» 
ness of feiQale raannen, it was ordained, ' that nd 
woman whose gnmdfather, father, or huftiand, was 
a Boman knight, should be allowed to make her 
penK»L venal.' The laws of a nation are an mstmct- 
iye and &ithful history of its mftniwrs. If siiSA 
was the condition c^ a Ikmian baroness, what must 
hare been that of t^e subordinate elasaeslf 
Neither Paganism nor Mohammedanism ever jet 
imderstood tlie female character, or conceded wom- 
an's just claims. In . many nations, the degra^ 
ikm haabeen excessive. You remember, probably, 
the reply of a pagan mother, who, having been exf 
postulated with for the murder of her femide <diild^ 
contended that she had performed an act of na«rqr 
in eparing the babe the miseriee of a womanV lift. 
All travelers and all missionaries attest the fact of 
woman's humUiation, beyond the boundaries oi 
revelation.* 

If we go to tiie Bible, we shall learn that it js to 
Quristianity, as distinct even from Judaism, that 

* The reader is referred for detailed statements of the 
condition of woman in Pagan and Mohammedan eonntriep^ 
to a very able and interesting work bj my friend, Br. Cox, 
of Hacknej, entitled, " Female Scripture Biography, with 
an Essay on what Christianity has done for Woman." At 
mj instigation, I belieye, the esteemed Author is about to 
publish a new edition of this very yaluable work. It i^ to 
me surprising it should hare been allowed so long to re- 
main out of print. I am indebted to it for some of the 
ideas contsdned in this chapter, and am happy thus to an- 
nounee its ^zpeeted reappearaaoe. 
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iPomMi owes her tame elevation. Polygamy is, and 
ever must be, fatal to female dignity and happi* 
ness : this, or at aay rate ooncubinage, was pnio> 
ticed, no doubt, ftom mistaken views, by Uie patri- 
arelis, not that it was ever positively sanctioned by 
Grod, for, from the beginning, he made one woman 
for one man, and by the provid«itial and extraor- 
dinary general equality of the sexes as to numbers, 
he still prodaims, in unmistakable langu^e, the law 
of monogamy— but to use an expression of the 
i^stle, " he winked at"* these things : he did not 
regard it as innocent or convenient, yet he did not 
lay much about it, or punish it, but left it to pun- 
ish itself, whidi it most certainly did. If we ex- 
amine the Levitical code we sha^ find that even 
this, though a Divine dispensation, contained some 
regulations which evinced that the time o£ woman's 
full emancipation from a state of inferiority' had not 
yet arrived : and that it was reserved ibr that glo^• 
ious and gracious economy under wlndi we are 
placed to raise the female sex into their just posi- 
tion and influence in society. Christianity, as in 
other things, so in this, is an enlargement of privi- 
l^e; and among other blessings which it confers, is 
its elevation of woman to her proper place and in- 
fiuence in the family and in society. 

SlEcoNDLT. I now go ou to cousider what there 
is in Christianity that tends to elevate and improve 
the condition of woman. 

To the oppressive and cruel customs of Moham- 

• Acta XTii. 80. 
2 
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medamsm and Paganism, in their treatmept of the 
female sex, Christianity presents a beautiful and 
lovely contrast ; while to the partial restoration of 
female rights in Judaism, it adds a complete admis- 
sion of their claims. It is the glory of our holy 
religion, and shows it to be an emanation from the 
Divine beneficence, and the friend of humanity at 
large, that it is the enemy of oppression in every 
form and every condition, and gives to every one 
his due. It tramples on no rights — ^it resents and 
resists all wrong ; but not one of all the childrmi 
of men is more indebted to its merciful and equit- 
able reign than woman. From Christianity woman 
has derived her moral and social influence: yea, 
almost her very existence as a social being. The 
mind of womah, which many of the philosophers, 
legislators, and sages of antiquity had doomed to 
inferiority and imbecility, Christianity has devel- 
oped. The gospel of Christ, in the person of its 
Divine founder, has descended into this neglected 
mine, which even wis© men had r^arded as not worth 
the working, and brought up a priceless gem, flash- 
ing with the light of intelligence, and glowing with • 
the lovely hues of Christian graces. Christianity 
has been the restorer of woman's plundered rights, 
and has furnished the brightest jewels in her pres- 
ent crown of honor. Her previous degradation ac- 
counts, in part at least, for the instability of early 
civilization. It is impossible for society to be per- 
manently elevated where woman is debased and 
servile. Wherever females are regarded as inferior 
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beings, society contains within itself, not, indeed, 
the elements of dissolution, yet the obstructions of 
all solid improvement. It is impossible that insti- 
tutions and usages whidi trample upon all the very 
instincts of our nature, and violate the revealed 
law of God, should be crowned with ultimate suc- 
cess. Society may change in its external aspect, 
may exhibit the glitter of wealth — the refinements 
of taste — ^the embellishments of art, or the more 
valuable attainments of science and literature — ^but 
if the mind of woman remain undeveloped, her 
taste uncultivated, and her person enslaved, the so- 
cial foundations are insecure, and the cement of 
society is feeble. Wherever Christianity is under- 
stood and felt, woman is free. The gospel, like a 
kind angel, opens her prison doors, and bids her 
walk abroad and enjoy the sunlight of reason, and 
breathe the invigorating air of intellectual freedom. 
And in proportion as a pure Christianity prevails, 
this will be ever found to be the case. 

But all this is vague and general assertion. We 
now descend to the proof: 

1. Christianity elevates the condition of woman hy 
its very genius as a system of universal equity and 
benevolence. When it descended from heaven to 
earth, it was heralded into our world by the ang^'s 
song, " Glory to God in the highest ; and on earth, 
peace and good will to man." The offspring of In- 
finite Love, it partakes entirely of the spirit, and 
reflects the character of its Divine Parent. It is 
essentially and unalterably the enemy of a\l myiv 
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Hoe, crueltj, and oppression ; and the friend of all 
that is just, kind, and courteous. The rough, the 
brutal, and the ferocious, are alien from its spirit; 
while the tender, the gentle, and the courteous, are 
entirely homogeneous with its nature. Tyranny, 
whether in the palace or the parlor, it frowns upon 
with indignant countenance, while it is the friend of 
liberty, and the patron of all rights. The man who 
understands its genius, and lives under its inspira- 
tion, whether he be a monarch, a master, a husband, 
or a father, must be a man of equity and love. 
Qiristianity inspires the purest chivalry — a chivalry 
riiom of vanity, purified from passion, elevated 
above frivolity — a chivalry of which the animating 
principle is love to God ; and the scene of its oper- 
ation the domestic circle, rather than the tourna- 
ment. He who is imjust or unkind to any one, 
especially to the weaker sex, betrays a total igno- 
lance of, or a manifest repugnance to, the practical 
influence of the gospel of Christ. It is a mistake to 
suppose that the &ith of Jesus is intended only to 
throw its dim religious light over the gloom of the 
cloister, or to form the diaracter of the devotee ; on 
the contrary, it is pre-eminently a social thing, and is 
designed as well as adapted to form a character 
which shall go out into the world in a spirit of uhi- 
Tersal benevolence: to such a charactei? the op- 
pressor or degrader of woman can make no preten- 
sions. 

2. The ineamaHon sf Okrut t^ided to exalt the 
dignity of the female sex. His assuming humanity 
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has giyen a dignity to our nature which it had 
never received before, and could not have received 
in any other way. Christ is " the Pattern Jfan" 
of our race, in whom all the lines of humanity con- 
verge and unite, so far as the existence of our race 
goes. " When he took man's nature, he vouch- 
safed to ally himself to all the members of this ex- 
tended series, by the actual adoption of that trans- 
mitted being, which related him to the rest. He 
not only became like men and dwelt among them, 
but he became man himself — an actual descendant 
from their first progenitor." ffe was made man. 
This is why the existence of human nature is a thing 
80 precious. By the very manner of his birth, he 
seemed to associate himself with our nature. This 
appears to be the meaning of the apostle in his 
quetatioh of the eighth Psalm, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, to show the dignity conferred upon 
humanity by its being assumed by so glorious a 
person as our Lord Jesus Christ in his divine 
nature was. If, then, manhood is honored by Chnst 
assuming it, how much more is woman exalted, 
who, in addition to this, was made the instrument 
of giving birth to the humanity of Christ ! 

It is emphatically said by the apostle, "When 
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, MADE OF A WOMAN, made under the law." — 
Gal. iv. 4. In the person of the Virgin Mary, and 
by her giving birth to that holy Being that was 
bom of her, the sex was elevated. True, it was a 
personal distinction, that she should be the mother 
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of our Lord's faumanity ; and tkoiigb she imm beoft 
1^ the apostate Cburch of Rome wickedly exalted 
into an object of idolatrous homage, all generations 
justly call her blessed. Yet the honor is not lii»- 
ited to herself but passes over to the sex whioh she 
represented; and it is this to whieh the apoifcle 
alludes. He does not even mention the honored 
individual, says nothing of the Virgin Msay^ bilk 
dwells iip<Mi th^ abstract, general term, ^' made of 
d'tifoman,^ Every female on earth, from that day 
to this, has had a relative elevation, by and in that 
wonderful transaction. Woman is not the mother 
q( Ood, as the Papists absurdly, and, as I thinitr, 
almost blasphemously, say ; but the mother of thai 
humanity only which was mysteriously united witb 
Pivinity. Does not this great fact say^ '' i^t A^ 
949X which alone was concerned in giving bijrth, to 
the Son, of God, and Saviour of the world, be e^^ 
held in high estimation." 

il Thet personai conduct of ottr Lord durtf^Sf hi» 
iojowm upon eaartk^ tended to exalt the female ^i^n 
to a consideration before iiaknown* 
; .JE'oUo^ Him through the whole of his earthly 
career, and mark the attention he moat condescenc^ 
ingly paid to, and as condescendingly received &oai^ 
tiie female sex. He admitted them to his pret- 
ence, conversed femiliarly, with them, and acoept^^ 
A» tokens of their, gratitude, affection, and devotj^- 
,]iess. See him accompanying his moth^ to tbe 
;jnarriage-fea$t of Cana in Qalilee. See him ,Qp]|- 
viirsipg mth the woman of Samaria, "inj^ucting 
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^hoF ^^dranoe, endurio^ her petulance, oorreetiiig 
her mistakes, awakening her conscieQce, eooverting 
iter soul, and afterward employing her as a mes- 
sengei'' of meroy and salvation to her neighbors. 
See hkn rebuking his disciples lor discouraging 
the approach of mothers and their infants. See 
him oompalBsionatlng the widow of Nain, and re- 
«loriDg her son to life. See him in the little &m- 
ilj't^ Bethany, blending his sympatlnes with the 
bereav^ed-sisters ; and on another occasion enteriiiig 
iBta&mlliar conversation with this same Martha 
and Mary, faithfully rebuking oo&y and kindly eom- 
neo^ng the other. See him receiving th» offerings 
cof -tiiosi^ women who ministered to him of their 
substance. Witness -the attendance of pious wom- 
4B upon him in the last scenes of his life. It 
was QD Mary Magdalene that the honor of the &rst 
namfeRtiatkHt of the ris^i Saviour was made ;, and 
tihiB a woman was preferred to apostles^ and made 
the messenger of the blissflQ news to them, ^^ The 
frequent moition," says Doddridge, ^ which is made 
in the evangelists of the generous courage and zeal 
ef some pious women in the service of Christ, and 
mfocHallf of the &ith^ and resolute constancy 
with whk^ they attended him in those last scenes 
of his sufieriiig, might be very possibly intended 
to obviate that haughty and senseless contempt 
which the pride of men,, often irritated by tho^ 
'YexationB to WM(^ their own Irr^ular passions 
have expoBed them, has in all ages affected to throw 
tti^^ttt sei) which pFobably, in the sight p( QoA^ 
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ocmstituted by far the better half of mankind, and 
to whose oare and tenderness the wisest and best 
of men generally owe, and ascribe much of the 
daily comfort and enjoyment of their lives." 

Compare this behavior toward the sex, the chaste, 
holy, dignified conduct of our Lord, with the polyg- 
amy licentiousness, and impurities of Mohammed; 
not merely as evidence of their claims, bat as re- 
gards their influence upon the conditica of woman; 
while the one does every thing by example and by 
precept to corrupt, to debase, and to degrade, the 
other does every thing to purify, to elevate, and U> 
bless. The conduct of the Arabian enthusiast and 
impostor, and not less the boast of his followers 
and admirers, are too revolting for description-Hd- 
most for allusion. But, on the contrary, what one 
syllable of the Saviour's utterance, or what one 
scene of his life was there which tainted the im- 
maculate purity of his language, or left the slight- 
est stain upon the more than snow-like sanctity of 
his character? What part of his conduct might 
not be unvailed and described before a company of 
the most modest, and most delicate, and even most 
prudish-minded females in existence? His treat- 
ment of woman raised her from her degradation 
without exalting her above her level. He rescued 
her from oppression without exciting her vanity, 
and invested her with dignity without giving her 
occasion for pride. He allowed her not only to 
come into his presence, but to minister to his com- 
fort, and inspired her with awe, while he conciliated 
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ker gratefttl and reverent BSkctum^ and thus taught 
Hum how to behave to woman, and what return 
woman was to make to man. The conduct of 
Jesus Christ toward the female sex, was one of the 
most attractive excellences of his beautiful charac- 
ter, though perhaps one of the least noticed ; and 
to him they must ever point, as not only the Sa- 
viour of their souls, but as the advocate of their 
rights, and the guardian of their peace. 

4. The virtual abolition of polygamy by Christi- 
tnity is a vast improvement in the condition of 
woman. Wherever this prevails, and as long as it 
prevails, the female sex must ever be in a state of 
degradation and misery. "Experience has abun- 
dantly land painftQly proved that polygamy debases 
and brutalizes both the body and the soul, and 
leaders society incapable of those generous and re- 
fined affections^ which, if duly cultivated, would be 
found to be the inheritance even of our fallen na- 
ture. Where is an instance in which polygamy 
has not been the source of many and bitter calami- 
ties in the domestic circle and in the state ? Where 
has it reared a virtuous and heaven-taught progeny 1 
Where has it been distinguished for any of the 
moral virtues, or, rather, where has it not been dis- 
Jinguished for the most fearful degeneracy of man- 
ners ?" By this practice, which has prevailed so 
extensively through nearly all countries and all 
ages where Qiristianity was not known, marriage 
k>8es all its tenderness, its sanctity, and its recipro- 
cal confidence — the cup of connubial felicity is ex* 
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oboDged for that of mere animal pleasure— woman 
panders to the appetite of man, instead of minis- 
tering to his comfort — and the home assumes mudi 
of the character of a brotheL There may be sev- 
eral mistresses, but there can be only one wife, and 
though there maj be mothers, they are without a 
mother's affection; presenting a scene of endless 
envy and jealousy, before which domestic comfort 
must ever retire, to make way for mere sensual 
gratification. No stimulus to improvement-^to 
fidelity — ^to ambition to please, can be felt, where 
the individual may be supplanted the next month 
by a new fiivorite. And thus there is no room and 
little occasion for the display of those virtues which 
constitute female honor. Here, then, is the glori- 
ous excellence of Christianity ; inasmuch as it re- 
vives and re-establbhes the original institute of mar- 
riage — ^restores to woman her fortune, her person, 
her rank, and thus her happiness, of all which she 
has been cheated by polygamy, and has thus raised 
the condition of the female sex to the elevation to 
which they were destined by their wise and benefir 
cent Creator. True it is that Christianity has not 
by direct, explicit, and positive precept, e6^ted 
this great change, so beneficial not only to the sex, 
but to society, yet it has done so by an impHcation 
so clear as not to be mistaken as to the reality of the 
fact, nor to be resisted as to its obligation. All its 
provisions, its precepts, and its promises, go on the 
supposition of each man who is a husband being the 
husband but of one wife. 
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And we would here take occasion to remark 
with emphasis upon the adaptation of Christianity 
to promote the well-being of the community at 
large, bj advocating and protecting the rights of 
aU; by opposing aU those evil practices, which in- 
nnuate mischief and misery into the great human 
&mily ; and by upholding those institutions which 
in their turn uphold the interests of nations. The 
springs of national prosperity rise from beneath the 
&mily hearth — the domestic constitution is the 
mould where national character is cast — and that 
mould must of necessity take its form from the 
unity, the sanctity, and inviolability of marriage. 

5. The jedUymy tvith which Christianity guard» 
the sanctity of the marriage tie must ever be regard- 
ed as having a favorable influence upon the condi- 
tion of woman. Let this be relaxed or impaired, 
and that moment woman sinks in dignity, in purity, 
and in happiness. There have been nations in 
which the facility of divorce took the place of polyg- 
amy, and of course, was accompanied with some 
of its vices, and many of its miseries too. This 
was eminently the case with ancient Rome. It is 
true this applied rather to Rome in the time of the 
Empire, than during the continuance of the Repub- 
liO) examples of which will be found in the annals 
of its history, and allusions to it in the pages of its 
poets. Let the nuptial tie be weakened, and the 
wife lives in perpetual fear that her union is placed 
in jeopardy by a law of which her husband may 
take advantage, and at the instigation of passion or 
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oapriee dissolve the bond^-and without either pen- 
alty, remorse, or shame, dismiss her from her home 
-*-and there is an end to her peace, and perhaps to 
her parity. For it is to be recollected that it is 
she who has most to dread from the license of 
divorce. She is likely to be the victim of mink a 
liberty. With what devout and reverential grati- 
tude should she turn then to iJiat Divine Teacher, 
who has interposed with his own personal authority 
to strengthen the marriage bond, and to guard it 
from being severed at the demand of illicit passion, 
or the dictates of humor or caprice. How should 
she rejoice to hear Sim say, " Whoever shall put 
away his wife, except it be for fornication, ahd shall 
marry another, committeth adultery; and whoso 
marrieth her that is put away, doth commit adults 
ery." — ^Matt. xix. 9. The indulgence granted to 
the Jews of greater latitude and liberty in tins 
matter, was thus suspended by Christianity ; a 
greater security provided for woman's honor and 
felicity ; and a broader basis laid for domestic har- 
mony and happiness. If it were only for this, 
Christianity deserves the gratitude of mankind. It 
is only half its glory that it has abolished the cus- 
tom of many wives ; its crowning achievement is 
that it has protected the rights, the dignity, and the 
comfort of the one wife. It has shut out intruders 
from her home, and guaranteed the safe and perma* 
nent possession of it to herself. 

6. I may surely mention the equal partkipation 
of religious blessings to which women are admitted 
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by the Christian religion. How explicitly and how 
firmly has the apostle claimed for woman all the 
blessings obtained by Christ for the human race, 
where he says, " There is neither Jew nor Greek ; 
there is neither bond nor free ; there is neither male 
nor female : for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.*' — Gal. 
iii. 28. There is woman's charter of all the blessings 
of salvation — there is woman's proof of equal con- 
sideration in the sight of God — there is woman's 
claim to equal rank in the institutes of man. There 
is not a blessing necessary to eternal life, which 
they do not receive in the same measure and in the 
same manner as the other sex. There is a popular 
tradition among the Mahommedans, which is prev- 
alent among them to this day, that women are not 
permitted to enter Paradise : the houris of that 
region being a special creation for the purpose. 
What a degradation is there in such an idea : this 
Mohammedanism, and it is in its own spirit, and 
harmonizes with its own genius, which regards 
woman more as the slave of man's passions, than as 
the companion of his life. Christianity places the 
wife by the side of the husband — the daughter by 
the side of the father — the sister by the side of the 
brother — and the maid by the side of the mistress 
—at the altar of the family^n the meeting of the 
church — at the tabje of the Lord — ^and in the con- 
gregation of the sanctuary. Male and female meet 
together at the cross, and will meet in the realms 
of glory. Can any thing more effectually tend to 
raise and sustain the condition of woman than this ? 
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6od in all his conduct — Christ in his glorious un- 
dertaking — and the Holy Spirit in his gracious 
work — give her her proper place in the^world, by 
giving her a proper place in the church. It is for 
her with peculiar emphasis to say, '^ God, who is 
rich in mercy for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places." — Ephes. ii. 4-6. 

Well have women understood- their privileges, 
for look into our congregations and churches, and 
see how largely they are composed of females. 
How many more of their sex than of the other 
avail themselves of the offer of gospel mercy, and 
come under the influence of religion. It is in the 
female bosom, however we may account for the 
&ct, that piety finds a home on earth. The door 
of woman's heart is often thrown wide open to re- 
ceive this divine guest, when man refuses it an en- 
trance. And it is by thus yielding to the power 
of godliness, and reflecting upon others the beauties 
of holiness, that she maintains her standing and her 
influence in society. Under the sanctifying power 
of religion she ascends to the glory not only of an 
intelligent, but of a spiritual existence — not only 
gladdens by her presence the solitary hours of 
man's existence, and beguiles, by her converse and 
sympathy, the. rough and tedious paths of life ; but 
in some measure new-modifies, purifies, and sancti- 
fies him by making him feel how awful goodness is. 

7. But the finishing stroke which Christianity 
gives in elevating the condition of women, is, by in- 
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viting and employing their energies and influence in 
promoting the spread of religion in the world; and 
thus carrying out, through them also, the great pur- 
poses of God in the redemption of the world by the 
mission of his Son. To them, in common with others, 
the apostle says, " That ye also may have fellowship 
with us ; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ." — 1 John i. 3. The 
honor so liberally bestowed upon the pious women 
of antiquity, in ministering to the personal wants 
of the Saviour, and in being so constantly about his 
person, was the least of those distinctions designed 
for them by our holy religion. They bear an ex- 
alted place in those acts and offices which were car- 
ried on for the setting up of Christ's kingdom in 
the world. How instructive and impressive is it to 
hear an apostle say, " Help those women which la- 
bored with me in the gospel." — Phil. iv. 3. What 
a register of names and offices of illustrious females 
do we find in Romans xvi. Priscilla, Paul's helper ; 
" Mary, who bestowed much labor upon us ;" " Try- 
phena and Tryphosa, who labored in the Lord." 
" Phebe, the servant of the church at Cenchrea," 
who was sent to the church at Rome, and intrusted 
with so momentous a commission as to bear to that 
community of Christians the Epistle to the Romans, 
which, if we may lawfully compare one portion of 
Scripture with another, is the most precious portion 
of divine revelation. In addition to all this, there can 
be but little doubt that in the primitive church, not 
only were women occasionally endowed by the 
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spirit with the miraculous gifts of prophesying, but 
were also employed in the office of deaconesses. 
The Christian church, in modern times, has gone 
backward in the honor put upon the female charac- 
ter. The primitive age of Christianity was in ad- 
vance of ours in the respect thus paid to the female 
sex, by officially employing them in the services of 
the church, and in the wisdom which made use of 
such available and valuable resources. It has been 
said that the usages of society have somewhat 
changed since that time, so as to render the ser- 
vices of women less necessary now than they were 
then. The friendly and social intercourse of the 
sexes was more restricted, and females were kept in 
greater seclusion. Some truth, no doubt, there is in 
these assertions ; but perhaps not so much as is by 
some imagined. Both general and sacred history 
present them to us mingling in the society, and 
sharing the occupations of the other sex. 

Thirdly. We now remark that not only does 
Christianity thus tend, by its own nature and pro- 
visions, to exalt the female character, but it hcu ac- 
eompUshed this wherever it has prevailed. If we 
consult the pages of history, whether ancient or 
modem — ^whether Eastern or Western, we shall find 
that wherever the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has been successful, there has it achieved the eman- 
cipation of woman from her thralldom, and rescued 
her from degradation. I refer to modern Europe 
in proof of this, and to America. And may I not 
affirm that this emancipation and elevation are in 



IKFLUEKCB OF CHRISnANITT. 29 

proportion to the purity of that Christianity which 
has thus been diffused ? Is it not a triumph and 
a trophy of Christianity to be ,able to point to the 
most polished nations of the globe as being, at any 
T&te, professedly Christian ; and at the same time to 
say, " Look at the improved condition of the female 
sex?" What a contrast is in this respect presented 
in those countries to all Pagan and Mohammedan 
nations. 

If we refer to the records of modem missions, 
we shall find abundant proof of what the gospel 
does for the elevation of the female character. It 
has abolished the suttee in India, and the widow is 
no longer immolated on the same pile which con- 
sumes her departed husband. It has stopped the 
suicidal prostration before the idol's car in Ceylon — 
the drudgery of the wives of all savage tribes — ^the 
iiusurcerating seclusion of Mohammedan and Pagan 
nations — the polygamy, the infanticide, and the 
concubinage of all countries whither it has gone. 
Yes, Qiristianity in various parts of the world has, 
in modern times, proved itself woman's emancipa- 
tor and friend in many, very many thousand instan- 
ces. It has brought woman from uuder the disas- 
trous influence of the pale crescent of the impostor 
of Mecca, and placed her in all the irradiating and 
enlivening splendor of the Sun of Righteousness. 
It has rescued her from what I must consider the 
baleful power of the crucifix, and thrown over her 
l^e elevating attractions of the cross. 

But there is another and a more familiar way, 
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and one nearer home, in wkioh we may see horn 

Chri8tianity» eyea in this Christian and Protestant 
nation, has benefited and raised the oondition of 
millions of once wretched and degraded women; 
made such not by their own misconduct, but by 
the vices and cruelty of their ' husbands. How 
many wives have been reduced to a kind of domes^ 
tic ^avery by the drunkenness, the infidelity, and 
tyranny of those who had pledged themselves ta 
love and cherish them. Christianity, in its power, 
has, in myriads of instances, laid hold of the hearto 
of these men, and changed them from vice to 1m^ 
ness; and now, the hMsband is as much changed atf 
the many and among other evidences of the reality 
of the change, and the manifestations of its ezcel-^ 
lence, is his altered conduct at home, where woman 
becomes his wife, instead of being his drudge, hit 
slave, and his victim. Christianity has thus caizied 
out its genius and its precepts into the actual ele- 
vation of the female character wherever it has gcme^ 
The chivalry of the dark and middle ages, whimsi^ 
cal as the institution seemed, which combined re- 
ligion, valor, and gallantry, no doubt did something 
to accomplish this end. I do not dispute the trudi 
of the remarks made by a .French writer, quoted 
in a popular work entitled, ^' Woman's Misdon," 
where he says, that women, shut up in their em- 
tellated towers, civilized the warri<»s who despfl^ 
their weakness, and rendered less barbarous the 
passions and the prejudioes which they themai»lve9 
shaved* It was they who directed the savage pas- 
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[id brute foi*ce to an unselfish aim — ^the de- 
f the weak, and added to courage the only 
;hen recognized — ^humanity. But even ohiv- 
rived its existence, in some measure, from 
u And, after all, how inferior in its nature, 
w dififerent in its influence,^ was this system 
ance, to the dignified principles and holy 
^ of Christianity ! It did very well to figure 
joust and the tournament ; in the hall of the 
and in the circle of the fair ; but its infli^ 

the domestic scene was still slight as oom- 
¥ith that of the institutions of the New Test- 
It was rather the romance of female 
and privileges, than a concession of them 
by intelligence, a sense of justice, and an 
ice to the Divine authority ; and it may be 
ned whether many an illustrious knight did 
ten the hour of imagination had passed away,. 
) ardor of passion had cooled, in the absence 
istian principles, crush and break the heart 
he had been so anxious to win. It is the 
of Christianity that it supplies principlee 
are rooted in the soul, and sway the con- 
!, instead of appeals to the imagination, the 

and the passions ; and that instead of leadr 
possessor to expend his admiration of woman 
he exciting scenes of public amusement, it 
I and influences him first of all to contench 
er where her charms are less meretriciously 
d — in the retirement of social intercourse^ 
ire to enjoy them, within the hallowed cir«i 
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ole of domestic life. It allows of no senseless ado- 
ration like that which chivalry promoted, and 
which, from its very excess, is likely to be follow- 
ed with recoil or collapse. What Christianity does 
for woman is, to fit her neither to be the goddess 
nor the slave, but the friend and companion of man, 
and to teach man to consider her in this honorable 
and amiable aspect. 

It is now quite time to consider what practical 
inferences are to be deduced from this subject. 
And, 

1. Do we not see in it a beautiful exhibition of 
0ie transcendent excellence of our holy religion? In 
every view we can take of Christianity, whether 
we contemplate its aspect toward another world or 
this, in its relations to God or society, in its sub- 
lime doctrines, or its pure morality, we see a form 
of inimitable beauty, sufficient to captivate every 
heart but that which is petrified by false philosophy, 
avowed infidelity, or gross immorality. But never 
does it appear more lovely than in its relation to 
woman. What equity in holding the balances so 
impartially between the sexes ! What kindness in 
throwing its shield over the weaker vessel ! What 
msdom in sustaining the rank and claims of these 
whose influence is so important to society, and yet 
so limiting those claims that they shall not be car- 
ried to such a length as to defeat their own end ! 
What nice discrimination in fixing her place where 
her power can be most advantageously employed 
for the cultivation of her own virtues, and the ben- 
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society ! '* Behold Christianity, then, walk- 
bh in her purity and greatness to bless the 
difiusing her light in every direction, dis- 
ig her charities on either hand, quenching 
DCS of. lust, and the fires of ambition, silenc- 
cord, spreading peace, and creating all things 
Angels watch her progress celebrate her 
oe, and anticipate her final triumphs ! The 
creation brightens beneath her smiles, and 
er renovating power. At her approach man 
ds fierceness, and woman her chains ; each 
is blc^ssed in the other, and God is glorified 
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lay we not affirm that the treatment of 
, by Christianity, is one of the proofs of its 
origin ? In this view of it, we include Ju- 
with which it must ever be associated as con- 
a full development of the great truths con- 
in the symbols of that ceremonial dispensa- 
hough, as we have already shown, even this 
id the higher excellence of the Christian econ- 
We have already seen how both Moham- 
sm and Paganism degrade the female char- 
id sex. It would seem, therefore, that man, 
bimseL^ would never have set up a religion 
iealt equitably and kindly with the female 
Lnd what Ium infidelity, without a religion, 
jr them? What w<mld it do for them? 
e them by demoralizing them. The patrons 
irity and licentiousness — ^infidels at heart— 
* 0r. Cox's Essay. 



A 



L 



84 YOUNG woman's friend. 

have put on the cloak of the philosopher, and max- 
ims the most licentious have found their way into 
works of pretended morality, and have been incul- 
cated with the airs of a moral sage. Atheism, the 
most undisguised, has made its appearance, and 
alas, alas ! that it should boast of a well-known 
priestess to conduct its homage at the shrine and 
upon the altar of chance ! Before skepticism had 
reached this depth of error, and arrived at these 
gloomy regions of a godless void — while yet it lin- 
gered on the shores of deism, it manifested its de- 
moralizing tendency. Hume taught that adultery, 
when known, was a slight offense ; and when un- 
known, no offense at all. Bolingbroke openly and 
violently attacked every important truth, and every 
serious duty. Particularly he licensed lewdness, 
and cut up chastity and decency by the roots. 
Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, the most serious of the 
early English deists, declared that the indulgence 
of lust is no more to be blamed than the thirst of 
a fever, or the drowsiness of lethargy. Nor have 
modem infidels been behind their predecessors. 
Godwin and Owen have attacked the marriage tie. 
And let the annals of the first French Revolution, 
that terrible eruption from the volcano of atheism, 
tell by the history of Mirabeau, its type, both as 
regards politics and morals, what infidelity would 
do to corrupt and degrade the female sex. Woman's 
virtue, dignity, honor, and happiness, are nowhere 
safe but under the protection of the Word of God. 
The Bible is the egis of the female sex. Beneath 
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)rotection she is secure in her rights, her dig- 

and her peace. It is her vine and fig-tree, 
r which, in calm repose, she maj enjoy the 
) of the one, and relish the fruit of the other, 

daring to make her afraid. It protects her 
y from taint, and her peace from disturhanoe. 
w^oman know her friend, and her enemy too, 
nfidel of either sex is the foe of our species, 
ij individually or collectively viewed; but a 
Je infidel is the most dangerous and destruct- 
Df the furies, from whom, in the prosecution 
^r suicidal career, the virtuous of her sex recdil 

horror, and whom the vicious regard as the 
tor, it may be, the unintentional one, of their 
es. Woman ! regard thy Saviour for the next 
d as thine emancipator for this present one ; 
the Bible as the charter of thy liberty, and the 
dian of thy bliss ; and consider the church of 
3t fis thine asylum from the wrongs of opprea- 

and the arts of seduction. 

Let woman seek to discharge her obligations 
hristianitj/. Grateful she ought to be, for im- 
se are the favors which have been conferred 
. her. It is enough to demand her thankfulness, 

in common with man, she is the object of di- 

love, redeeming mercy, and the subject of im- 
al hope ; but in addition to this, she is rescued 

oppression and exalted to honor in the present 
i. In regard to* this, your obligations to Chris- 
ty are immense. You owe infinitely more to 
in you ever reflect upon, or than you will ever 
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be able to cancel. Often as you look round upon 
your condition in society, and especially as often as 
you contrast your situation with that of women in 
Pagan countries, let a glow of gratitude warm your 
heart and add intensity to the fervor with which 
you exclaim, " Precious Bible." Yes, doubly pre- 
cious to you^ as your friend for both worlds. How 
shall woman discharge her obligations? In two 
ways. First, in yielding up her heart and life to the 
influence and service of her benefactor — in the way 
of faith, holiness, and divine love. Female piety is 
the best, the only sincere expression of female grat- 
itude to God. An irreligious woman is also an un- 
grateful one. She that loves not Christ, whomso- 
ever else she may love, and however chaste and 
pure that love may be, is living immeasurably be- 
low her obligations, and has a stain of guilt upon 
her heart and her conscience which no other virtue 
can eflace or conceal. 

Her obligations should also be discharged by 
seeking to extend that benign system to others 
which has exerted so beneficial an influence upon 
herself. Of all the supporters of our missionary 
schemes, whether they are formed to evangelize the 
heathen abroad, or reform the sinful at home, wom- 
en should be, as indeed they generally are, the 
most zealous, the most liberal, and the most prayer- 
ful supporters. Wherever she turns her eye over 
the distant regions of our earth, at least wherever 
Paganism or Mohammedanism throw their baleful 
shadow — and alas ! how lai^e a portion of the earth 
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tiiat is — ^there she beholds her sex degraded and 
oppressed. From China's vast domain — from In- 
dia's sunny plains — from Persia's flowery gardens 
— from the snows of Arctic regions — ^from the ster- 
ile deserts of Arabia — ^and from the burning line of 
Africa — ^woman lifleth up her voice from the midst 
of her wrongs, her woes, and her miseries, piteously 
imploring, " Coke over and help us." The whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now, but her groans are deeper, her cries 
louder, than those of any other. Floated upon the 
wings of every breeze, and borne on the bosom of 
every wave that touches our shore, from those re- 
gions of sin and sorrow comes the petition to Chris- 
tian females in this country for the blessings of 
Christianity. Cold, thankless, and unfeeling must 
be that heart which is unaffected by such an appeal^ 
anS makes no effort to respond to it — which 
prompts to no interest in our missionary schemes, 
and leads to no liberality in their support. The 
Millennium will be especially woman's jubilee, and 
as no groan is deeper than hers during the reign of 
sin and sorrow, so no joy will be louder than hers 
under the reign of Christ. It belongs therefore to 
her to be most fervent in the cry of the church, 
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly," 
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"Af^er tliis manner in tlio old time the lioly women also, 
who trusted in God. adorned themselves, heing in 
sul^'ection unto their own hushands." — 1 FxTaB, iii. 5. 

It will probably be objected against some of the 
subjects selected for this course of Sermons, that 
they are not exdusivelj m>propriate to the class of 
persons to whom they are addressed — that is, Young 
Women. This, however, so far from being a &ult, 
is an excellence. Most conditions of human life 
are prospective, and have not only some proximate 
object and duties connected with them, but also 
some ultimate ones to which the others look on- 
ward ; and he who would lead persons to the right 
dischai^e of the whole range of their obligations, 
must set before them the future as well as the pre- 
sent, especially when the due preparation for the 
remote must not only be inade in the present, but 
must be considered to a considerable extent the ob- 
ject and design of the present. Neither childhood 
nor youth is an ultimate condition of human exis- 
tence, but each leads on, looks to, and prepares for 
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manhood or womanhood. Surel j it must be appro* 
priate then to those who are already arrived at adult 
age, or are fast approaching it, to have the whole 
view of their future condition laid before them, at 
least in general outline. How else can they pre- 
pare for it? 

Those to whom the following discourses are ad- 
dressed, are supposed to have arrived at that period 
of youth, when the judgment is sufficiently matured 
and reflective to be capable of studying and appre- 
ciating their future relations and duties, and who, 
therefore, ought to have the subject laid before 
them. Who can be rightly educated for any future 
situation, from whom it is concealed till all its ob- 
ligations and responsibilities burst suddenly upon 
them 1 True, there is in some minds an almost in- 
stinctive kind of perception of what is proper to be 
done in any new conjuncture of circumstances, so 
that almost without training, they are prepared for 
whatever situation is before them. But this is not 
the case with all. The greater number of mankind 
must, as far as possible, be trained for the various 
situations of life. As in the education of a boy, 
especially when learning a trade or profession, the 
future good tradesman, master, father, and citizen, 
must be set before him as that for which he must 
prepare himself; so in the training of young wom- 
en, the whole of womanhood, iii its foil expansion, 
ripened excellences, and complete relations, obliga- 
tions, and responsibilities must be laid before them. 
We know that there is much which can be learned 
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only from experienoe, yet is there much also that 
may be learned by observation, reading, and refleo- 
tion. Mothers and governesses, authors and preach- 
ers, who take up the subject, should ever bear in re- 
collection that the girl is to develop in the woman ; 
and in teaching the girl, should ever have their eye 
fixed ultimately upon the woman, and should with 
all possible earnestness fix the eye of the girl also 
upon her future womanhood. Not that she is to be 
80 taken up with tiie remote as to neglect the prox- 
imate — ^the future as to neglect the present — or to 
acquire that precocious matronly air and gravity 
which shall repress the ardor and vivacity of youth, 
and by anticipated cares and solicitudes go out to 
meet half-way the coming troubles of life. Remem- 
ber, then, my young female friends — and the lesscoi 
can not be too deeply impressed upon your minds — 
that the seeds of woman's life-long excellences must 
be sown in the spring-time of life ; and it must be 
done in part by her own hand, though aided and 
taught by others to prepare the soil. The very 
flowers of womanly excellence she would have to 
grow in her future character, must be previously and 
carefully selected, and be contemplated and antidpa^ 
ted by her in all their full-blown beauty and their 
richest fragrance, even while she is yet in youth. 

With these remarks as our justification in present- 
ing to the younger of the sex, what in fact appertains 
to the more advanced in years, we now advance to 
the subject of the present sermon. 

When we consider the importance of woman in 
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the great human family, It would be strange if in a 
volume. given by inspiration of Grod for regulating 
the conduct, and promoting the happiness of man- 
kind, she had no place assigned to her, commensu- 
rate with the influence she is destined to exert. The 
Bible gives us an account of the origin and construo- 
tion of society, and is designed, among other and 
still higher purposes, to direct its movements and 
promote its wel&re. This it could not do, if it left 
out woman ; or if it failed to bring her prominently 
forward, or did not prescribe with much form and 
detail, her rank, her mission, and her duties. In the 
coins which were struck in the reigns of our WOliam 
and Mary, when the wife was queen regnant as well 
as queen consort, the busts of both husband and 
wife were represented on the face of the coin — ^thie 
king in front, and the queen next — so if a frontis- 
piece were designed for the human history of the 
Bible, man and woman should be exhibited in some- 
thing of a similar manner, with this inscription round 
the two-fold portrait — ^Male and Female cbeatsd 
He them. 

The subject of this Sermon was entered upon in 
the last ; it will be here continued and expanded 
into wider dimensions. Man^ of course, is the chief 
subject of revealed truth. He occupies there, as he 
does in society, the first place. More is said of him, 
to him, and by him, than applies to woman. He is 
the prime actor, but not the sole one, in the great 
drama of Providence, as it is developed in the pages 
of inspiration. His companion in pilgrimag<& ia 

4» 
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brought forward into notice, and does not sink iota 
his shadow, or peep out occasionally only from be* 
hiod bis more portly form and loftier stature. Her 
name and history, her virtues and vices, her smrices 
and sorrows, occupy a considerable space in the holy 
canon. She has no right to complain that she is 
overlooked or forgotten, or that she is thrust into a 
comer and hidden from observation. There is more 
than enough said about her to make her contented. 
She ought to be thankful, and without divine grace, 
may even be tempted to be vain. She can not be 
derived of self-respect, or of the respect of others, 
on account of the manner in which she is treated in 
the Scriptures. In this respect the Bible stands a^ 
bright and beautiful contrast to the Koran. 

We shall first of all advert to the account which 
ike Kble gives of vfoman's creation and folly in the 
book of Genesis. We would, in passing, remark, 
that it is to revelation, and to that alone, we are in* 
debted for our knowledge of the origin of tiie human 
species. Without the Mosaic account of the creation, 
we know neither the date nor the source of the &mt' 
ily of man. There is no other oracle which can 
give a response to the question, " Whence came we V* 
This furnishes an answer, and satisfies the inquirer: 
but not as some would pretend, with a mere allegor- 
ical history, but with a veritable fact I need not 
recite the details of the scenes of Paradise, but only 
refer to them. It is at once a beautiful and a mel- 
ancholy record. We there see woman as she came 
from tiiehandof the Creator, with a bodythat com* 
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ned every eharm which could oaptiyate the beiog 
r whose oprnpanionship she was designed, and a 
ttl that comprehended every virtue that could adorn 
e character, and make her an object of reverent 
fection. Her creation was peculiar, but not un- 
orthy the Great Being that made her, of herself, 
' of him from whose own body she was derived, 
er Y&ry origin seemed to dignify both her husband 
id herself. She was a part of his own frame, 
ere was Ai^ honor. She was formed of organized 
td vitalized matter, and not of mere dust — here 
Bs ker distinction. Who can describe, or who con- 
ive the thoughts or emotions of this holy pair at 
eir£rst interview ? Our great bard has attempted 
in his immortal verse, where he says, 

" I beheld her, not far off. 
Such as I saw her in my dream, adom*d 
With what all earth or heaven could bestow 
To make her amiable ; on she came. 
Led by her heavenly Maker, though unseMi, 
And guided by His yoioe — 
Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye. 
In every gesture ; dignity and love. 
I, overjoy'd, could not forbear aloud — 

—Thou hast fulfilM 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign, 
aiver of all things fair ! But fairest this 
Of aU thy ^fts ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before me : Woman is her name ; of man 
Extracted : for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wifls adhere ; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, ons sovl." 
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Painters and sculptors have joined with poets, to re- 
present to the senses and the imagination the first 
woman, in all her untainted loveliness. It is the 
Scriptures, be it recollected, that supplies to them 
all the enrapturing subject of their art. 

Thus &r we see woman, man's companion, in ho- 
liness and bliss, tenanting with him the Garden of 
Eden, enjoying its beauties, and helping to preserve 
them. With him, joining in the morning song and 
vesper hymn. Confessing no sin, for they had com- 
mitted none ; pouring out no sorrow, for they fdt 
none ; and disburdening themselves of no care, for 
none pressed upon them. All was praise, while 
their own notes of thanksgiving, blended with the 
melodies of the grove and the music of the fields, 
caused even the ear of God to listen with delight, 
and to say, " It is all very good." 

Alas, how soon and how suddenly changed this 
scene of Paradisaic bliss ! Man was placed in Eden 
not as we shall4)e in heaven, if we are so happy as 
to reach it, in a state of confirmed happiness; but 
as we are now upon earth, in a condition of proba- 
tion. His submission to God must be tested ; and 
this was done in a manner that exactly suited his 
condition. A garden became his state of innocence 
as a residence ; and the fruit of a particular tree 
equally well suited his circumstances for the proof 
of his entire and implicit subjection. The test was 
as easy as it was rational and suitable. Traditions 
of the state of primeval felicity are current among 
many nations. They are discoverable in Grecian 
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and Roman history, in the fables of the gardens of 
Flora, of Alcinous, and of the Hesperides ; and m 
the pleasing fiction of the poet's golden age. To in- 
duce Adam to eat of the forbidden fruit was the 
scheme of Satan for his fall. It is difficult to con- 
ceive in what other way he could tempt them. And 
bow did he succeed ? You know the melancholy 
sequel. The assault of the tempter was made upon 
voman. She was the selected victim of his wiles. 
It is evident, therefore, that he regarded her, while 
in a state of innocence, as more likely aid easUy to 
be vanquished than man ; and thus considered her^ 
even then, as the weaker vessel. At the same time, 
does it not seem as if he had marked her out from 
the beginning, as the chief instrument for accom* 
plishing his future purposes of mischief toward the 
fiunUy of man 1 Events have justified the sagacity 
of his malignity : for to her influence how much may 
be traced of the crimes and calamities which desolate 
our earth. He saw in the conduct of the first pair 
the love which woman inspires and cherishes, and 
was confident that if he could subdue her, he might 
leave her to subdue the man. 

The apostle in referring to this event says, '^ Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
was first in the transgression." — 1 Tim. ii. 14. From 
the very creation, woman has shown a feebler power 
of resistance, a greater pliancy of disposition, thah 
man. How Satan should know this, we are not in- 
formed ; but that he did know it, is evident from 
his commencing the assault on Eve instead of Adam. 
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The passage just quoted seems to imply all this. It 
is not meant that Adam did not sin, and was not 
deceived by the tempter, but that the woman oppo- 
sed a feebler resistance to the temptation than he 
would have done; and that the temptation, as ap- 
plied to her mind, would have been ineffectual on 
him. To tempt and seduce him to sin, there needed 
all the soft persuasions, the entreaties, and example 
of his wife* Satan understood this, and approached 
man not with the specious argument of the serpent, 
but through the allurements of his wife. Some have 
supposed that Adam was not at all deceived by the 
tempter; that he saw at once all his suggestions 
were lies ; but that foreseeing what Eve had done, 
bow she had plunged herself into ruin, he, out of 
mere love to her, and with his eyes open, determined 
to share her fate. But the apostle's words do not ^ 
necessarily convey this ; but merely that he was not 
deceived ^r«^, nor directly, by the tempter, but after, 
and by his wife. Her fall was occasioned by the 
deception of Satan alone ; his by the deception of 
Satan, aided by the persuasion of the woman.* 

Secondly. Having considered the Scriptural ac- 
count of woman's condition at the creation, and the 
means by which, through her, the human race was 
brought into its present state of sin and misery, we 
may next notice the very explicit and frequent men- 
tion which is made in the Scripture ofker numerous 
relations in social life, with tJie descriptions it gives 
of her various characters. It certainly tends deeply 
* See Barnes's Note on the passage. 
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to impress us with the importance of woman, and 
to raise her in her own and in our estimation, to see 
how every one of her relations is constantly brought 
before us on the sacred page, as if the duties con- 
nected with each were of yast consequence to society. 
Not one is omitted : all are recc^ized and dwelt 
upon. Woman is ever before us in one or other of 
her many relations to the community. 

Not only is there much said about the son, but 
also about the dauohtkr. This relationship is not 
only included in the generic term of children^ but it 
is also set out by itself in its own species. How 
commonly is it mentioned in connection with the 
children of the other sex, and "the sons and the 
daugkters^^ are spoken of. A beautiful instance of 
which we have in the words of the Psalmist, "That 
our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; 
and our daughters may be as comer-stones, polished 
after the similitude of a palace." Or, " as comer 
pillars, wrought like those of a palace," that is, in 
their fittest and best proportions, combining strength, 
beauty, and symmetry, both of body and of soul : 
than which, no comparison can be more elegant and 
delicate. In the exquisite poetry of the Hebrews, 
how commonly is this relationship employed as the 
metaphor of countries, states, and cities 1 Jerusalem 
comes before us as " the daughter of Zion^^"* some- 
times jubilant in her prosperity, and then, as in the 
lamentations of Jeremiah, covered with sackcloth 
and bathed in tears. 

The word sistsr occurs almost in every portioa I 
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of the Word of God, like a floweret, lowly and 
lovely amid others of larger growth and more inir 
posing form and color. How sweet and gentle a 
spirit is sometimes seen in that sister's form amid 
her brothers' more robust ones ; and what a softening 
influence does the spell of her fascinating tenderness 
throw over their ruder natures. Thus we are re- 
minded by Scripture, that the younger female 
branches of' the family are to be thought of as 
haying their separate claims upon parental regard 
and brotherly afiections. How many families are 
laid open in the Bible to our view, of which the 
sisters^ as well as the brothers, are brought promi- 
nently into notice. 

How much may it be supposed would be said 
about the wife : and how much is said about the 
close and endearing relations. To form the charac- 
ter, and direct the conduct of the wife, is worth aH 
the pains that have been bestowed by innumerable 
writers ;* and we might have been very sure, even 
before we had read a page of revelation, that mueh 
would be there found touching this relationship. 
The book of Proverbs, that admirable manual for 
domestic and social life, is quite a manual for wives, 
as well as for every other member of the family 
circle. Unusual pains seem taken for the right 

* Mrs. £llis*8 admirable works to females, as Woman, 
Wiyes, Mothers, and Daughters, need no recommendation 
of mine. The public have already set their seal of appro- 
bation upon them, by the several editions through which 
ihey have passed. 
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fermaticm of her character. How frequently and 
how impressively does Solomon refer to wioman^ as 
sustaining ^is close and tender relation. In what 
exalted and glowing terms does he speak of it, 
when it comprehends the graces and the excellences 
which it should always possess, " Whoso findeth a 
wife, findeth a good thing." — Prov. xviii. 22. '* A 
prudent wife is from the Lord." — ^xix. 14. Who 
has ever read, or can read, without admiration, his 
beautiful description of a virtuous woman, in tha 
dosing chapter of his inestimable Proverbs ? Gaa 
we wonder that he who had this elevated idea of 
the value of such a companion, should again and 
again exhort the young husband to live joyfidly 
with the wife of his youth, and, forsaking all other% 
cleave to her alone ? In this he did but copy the 
beautiful and poetic picture of connubial happinesa 
which had been furnished to him by his fiither 
David, if, indeed, he was the author of that Psalm, 
"Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides 
of thine house ; thy children like olive-plants round 
about Uiy table." — Psalm cxxviii. 3. "The vine," 
says Bishop Home, "a lowly plant, raised with 
tender care, becoming, by its luxuriance, its 'beauty, 
its fragrance, and its clusters, the ornament and 
glory of the house to which it is joined, and by 
which it is supported, forms the finest imaginable 
embl^n of a fair, virtuous, and faithful wife. The 
olive^rees planted by the inhabitants of Eastern 
countries round their banqueting plaoea m tbsic 
gardens, to dieer the eye by their verdure, and to 
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refresh the body by their oooling shade, do no less 
aptly and significantly set forth the pleasure which 
parents feel at the sight of a numerous and flour- 
ishing offspring." 

On the other hand, Solomon directs all the 
powers of his bitter eloquence and irony against 
the degraded woman, whose deadly work none^ has 
ever signalized with more holy indignation. How 
does he brand the crime of the harlot in the second 
and fifth chapters of the book of Proverbs ; and 
with what awful correctness describe the conduct 
of the adulteress in the seventh. Nor does he 
stop here, but descends to the characters of women 
who, though less guilty than those to whom we 
have just alluded, are still deserving of severe rep- 
robation — ^" The foolish woman, who plucketh her 
house down with her hands" (xiv.) : '* the brawling 
woman, whose society is more intolerable than 
dwelling in a comer of the house-top, or in the 
wilderness" (xxi. 9 — xx. 24): "//t« wom>an that 
maketh ashamed, who is a rottenness in the bones 
of her husband" (xii. 4) : " the odious woman, whose 
marriage is one of the four things for which. the 
earth ih disquieted, and which it can not bear" 
(xxx. 23): "the fair woman without discretion, 
whose beauty is like a jewel of gold in a swine's 
snout" (xi. 22) : "the contentious wife, that.contin- 
nal dropping on a very rainy day" (xix. 13). 
This same Solomon, at the period when he had 
reached a penitent and reformed old age, and when 
all the events of his life had passed in review before 
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bim, is compelled to confess that he had sought in 
vain for a woman after his own heart : " I find more 
bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares 
and nets, and her hands as bands : whoso pleaseth 
God shall escape from her ; but the sinner shall be 
taken by her. Behold, this have I found (saith the 
preacher), counting one by one, to find out the ac- 
count, which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not : 
one man among a thousand have I found ; but a 
woman among all those have I not found." — 
Eocles. vii. 26-28. Let not this passage, however, 
be mistaken, as if it meant that it was Solomon's 
opinion that the number of good women is inferior 
to the number of good men. Observation and 
general testimony assure us that this is not the 
truth. We are to consider where he made his in- 
quiry for female virtue, and under what circum- 
stances it was made. He who had crowded his 
court with wives and concubines, could little expeot 
to find female excellence in such a situation. In- 
stead of concentrating his affections on one womui 
as his wife, , the partner of his joys and sorrows, 
and* seeking his happiness in drinking with her the 
sweet cup of connubial bliss, he had gathered round 
him in his harem, for pride and sensuality, a mul- 
titude of women, amid whose jealousies and con- 
tentions he could no more find happiness than he 
could virtue amid their illicit pleasures. ' From 
such a scene virtue would retire abashed and weep- 
ing. If, therefore, in this passage, he satirized the 
sex, he did it on unjust, unwise, and unmanly 
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grounds. '^BuV says Dr. Wardlsw, ^*I am far 
flom thinking that he here speaks the language of 
a disappointed and waspish satirist. He rather 
utters the feelings of an abased and sel^dissatisfied 
penitent, of one who had felt it to be * an evil and 
a bitter thing,' to depart as he had done from God, 
who remembered *the wormwood and the gall;' 
who perceived and lamented the folly and the wicked- 
ness of all those ' inventions,' by which himself and 
others had sought to find out happiness apart from 
llie &yor and the ways of God." 

If we speak of woman as a mother, how often 
does that endearing relationship come upon us in 
holy Scripture : both literally and metaphorically, 
both in the Old Testament and in the New, both 
in the way of example and of precept. The mater- 
nal relationship is the theme of constant reference, 
both for the sake of illustrating other subjects, and 
for enforcing its own claims as those of the female 
head of the household. Had this character been 
fitted, or only introduced occasionally, and then 
invested with no more than a second-rate importance, 
the Bible would have been wanting in one of its 
sweetest harmonies with the feelings of nature, one 
of its strongest appetds to the sympathies of human- 
ity : and we should have doubted if it had come 
from Him who created woman and gave her as a 
helpmeet for man. The paternal character and re- 
lation are maintained in their primary rank, and au- 
thority, and dignity ; no invasion is made upon the 
inrerogative, or usurpation of the rights of the fa^er 
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-^4ie:i8 not caUed to yield his place of rule, his siju 
premacy of condition, to the mother; and yet how 
is all her proper rank, and station, and influence 
maintained. There she is exhibited as being in the 
&mily circle, if not the circumference which includes 
all, yet in one sense as the center, in which husband, 
diildren, and servants, all meet. How resonant are 
the Scriptures with that sweet and tender vocable — 
how redolent' with the fragrance pf that odoriferous 
word— ^how rich with the ornament of that beautiful 
term — a mother. There . is sustained the poet's 
declamtioni — 

** A mother is a mother still : 
The holiest thing aliye.*' 

If die mother's importance be not known — the 
mother's claims not conceded — ^her influence not 
fblt — ^her duties not rightly discharged — ^it is not the 
fiiult of the Bible, which is the friend of society by, 
exalting the relationship of a mother. Nor is the 
Misissss overlooked or forgotten, nor her duties left 
out of consideration. t 

. Tte WIDOW — that name for desolation — that sor- 
rowful epithet — rthat type of woe, meets us at every 
tu^. She passes before us in her weeds and in her 
tears, leading in her hand her fatherless children, and 
saying to us, " Pity me, pity me, O my friends, foij 
the hand of God hath touched me !" More is said 
about, and for, and to, this bereaved one, than to any 
other class of women : a circumstance which exhib<r 
its with uncommon force and beauty the compassioz^ 
' ^ 5* 



V 



L 



M Tomie woHAv's vbixkd. 

of GocL But there is a diaoriiniiuiCioa on this siib- 
jeot which shows the w%9dom as well as. tend«iieBS 
of Gk>d. Young and vivacious widows are admon* 
ished, while aged and helpless ones are comforted. 
—1 Tim. V. 

Nor is tJie female ssbvant 1^ out. A place for 
her is found among the various other and higher 
ranks and conditions of her sex. Her humble lot 
is rec<^ized amid Uie provisions and commands d 
the law, and was announced «id ddended • by the 
dmn4ers of Mount Sinai. We find it protected by 
precept and illustrated by example, as if woman in 
her lowest grade of society should not be overlook- 
ed in the Bible— that blessed and glorious charter 
of rights and privileges. There the little maid lifts 
up her head among the queens and the peeresses of 
Scripture history. 

THntDLT. But the most impressive and import* 
aat point of view in which this subject can be 
I^iced, and the most convincing proof c^ the bew* 
iBg of Scripture on woman's sex, is the very great 
number and variety of female bxamplbs in the 
Word di Grod. It is one of the surpassing excel- 
lences of the Bible, that it i$i replete with narrative^ 
history, and biography. And thus, apart &om its 
8a(9ed character and its momentous importanae. It 
is one of the most entertaining books in the w^rld. 
It is full, not only of precept, but of living, acting 
plU;tenis of the virtues it inculcates and of the vieea 
whii^ it prc^ibits. It is a complete picture g^- 
lerjr, in surveying which we see portraits of every 
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nze^ from the miniature to the full-length painting, 
and in every degree of representation, from the 
mere outline to the most finished production of the 
artistes pencil. Among these it would have been 
strange if female characters had been wanting. 
They are not wanting. There, amid kings, priests, 
warriors, and prophets, are to be seen, profusely 
intermingled, the portraits of " the holy women of 
the oM time, who trusted in God," as well as of 
diose who had disgraced themselves and dishonored 
their sex. In the great drama of life, as it passes 
before us in the Bible, no mean or inconsiderable 
part is assigned to female character. Her place 
among the dramatis personoB is not that of some 
ftify vision which lights upon our path, and which^ 
after surprising and dazzling us for a moment^ 
stmigfatway vanishes aiid is seen no more, but of 
otte of the veritable actors in almost every plaee 
aild every scene. 

The sacred volume opens^ as we have already 
Men, with Eve in Paradise, all beauty, innocenoe, 
and smiles^ as its lovely frontispiece ; and then 
showe us that same Eve^ impelled by the vanity 
wbfdi she has bequeathed as a mournful legacy tQ 
her daughters, reaching fbrth her hand at the insti» 
gatlon of the tempter, to pluck that fruit whidi was 
the test of her obedience, and the hinge of our de»> 
fSny, and thus exhibiting to us the sad assodatiod 
of beauty with sin. In tracing woman's history 
from Paradise as the starting-point, as it is set 
foiili on the page of Soriptore, we will look ftn!b^ 
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the darker side of the narrative. Hov soon do we 
see Adah and Zillah, women of the antediluvian 
world, consenting to be the joint wives of Lamech, 
atid thus giving, for aught we can tell, the original 
pattern of that bane of domestic happiness — ^polyg- 
amy. — Gen. iv. 19-24. Then come " the daugh- 
ters of men" — the women in the line of Cain, who 
made no profession of religion, but lived in athe- 
ism — ^seducing and corrupting " the sons of God" — 
the female line of Seth and the professors of godli- 
ness-^and thus preparing the way by these unsuit- 
able and incongruous marriages, and the universal 
corruption that followed, for the waters of the 
deluge to wash away the moral filth of the old 
world. — Gren. vi. 1-7. Hagar comes next, trou^ 
bling the &ith, charity, and peace of Abraham foi^ 
a time, persecuting the child of promise, and at the 
same time correcting by her waywardness the 
weakness of the patriarch, whose concubine she 
was. Then that family of Lot — the poor, earthly- 
minded mother, that was so wedded to Sodom as 
to cast the lingering, longing look behind, whicb 
transformed her into a pillar of salt; and the difr 
gusting conduct of her incestuous daughters, who 
showed too well how they had been corrupted by 
the place of their abode, and how careful all parents 
should be to remove their children from the pol- 
luting influence of evil examples. — Gen. xix. 
What a revolting pattern of an adulterous won&ao, 
and to hide her shame, of a cruel slanderer, is 
Potiphar's wife ! — ^Gen. xxxix. Then there was the 
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ensnaring and suocessful temptation offered by the 
daughters of Moab to the children of Israel in the 
wilderness. — ^Numbers xxvi. How mighty and 
how fatal were the powers of harlotry in Delilah, to 
subdue the strength and extort the secrets of Samp- 
son ; and what a forcible picture of man's weakness 
before woman's vicious wiles has it furnished to all 
coming ages ! Who does not think of Bathsheba 
consenting to David's wicked proposals, and thus 
causing him for a while to cease to be David? 
And then the strange women that threw even the 
mighty intellect of Solomon into the awful eclipse 
of idolatry ! Jezebel, that Zidonian idolatress, who 
instigated her husband to the murder of Naboth, 
and exasperated the mind of Ahab to a more 
intense degree of wickedness than he would other- 
wise have attained to. — 1 Kings xxi. And Atha- 
liah, that turbulent and idolatrous queen-mother, 
who counseled her son to do wickedly, and was as- 
sassinated by command of Jehoiada, the priest.* — 
2 Chron. zxii. 

* I have forborne, of course, to dwell on the examples 
and deseriptions of female delinquency recorded in the 
Scriptures. Such instances are intended to be read alone* 
rather than exhibited in the pulpit. It has been a matter of 
surprise to some, perhaps almost of regpret, that such instan- 
ces of depravity should have been left on record. But shall 
we dispute in this matter either the wisdom, goodness, or 
purity of God ? Are not important ends to be answered in 
the moral government of God, and in the religious history 
of man ? A profligate woman is at once the most odious, 
adflohievouSy and hatefiU member of the community. Is it 
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Coming forward to the New Testament, we meet 
with Herodias, exhibiting the malignant and re- 

not every way proper, and eyen desirable, that such a 
character should be held up to detestation and scorn, as a 
warning to her sex, and that God should thus set a brand 
upon her with his own hand, and bear his indignant testi- 
mony against her Vices ? The examples of this kind are 
all for warning, to show in a concrete form the excessive 
odiousness of female depravity. This is done in a manner 
the least likely to do harm, and the most likely to do good. 
The descriptions of female turpitude in the Word of God 
contain nothing to inflame the imagination or to stimulate 
the passions ; nothing to make vice seductive by a half- 
concealment of its odiousness ; nothing to beat down the 
guards of virtue, by interesting or amiable associations of 
character with sin, or by sophistical and insidious excuses 
or defenses. The vice is left in all its naked and revolting 
deformity — all its nauseating loathsomeness — to inspire 
disgust, and cause even those of ordinary virtue to recoil 
from the ugly and filthy object. How different the case 
with many works of fiction, both prosaic and poetic, in 
which, though there may^ be a less particularity of sinful 
detail, there is immeasurably more to corrupt the moral 
principles, to pollute the heart, and to lead astray the 
youthful mind from the paths of virtue. What female 
reader of the Word of God can rise from the exercise of 
contemplating even the worst characters, and perusing the 
most vivid descriptions of the sins of her sex, without a 
stronger love of purity and a more deeply rooted hatred of 
iniquity. This is the answer we would give to infidels, 
who sometimes affect to be prudish, and complain of the 
descriptions and examples of female turpitude which are 
contained in the sacred volume. The use which every 
virtuous woman will make of them is to be inspired with a 
greater abhorrence of transgression, and a more holy and 
intense desire to be kept from the most distant approach to it. 
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Yong^l passions of a shameless woman, against 
the servant of God, who had dared to reprove her 
paramour, and impelling Herod, against the protest 
of his judgment, heart, and conscience, to put John 
the Baptist to death, and thus involve them both iu 
murder. — ^Matt. xiv. 11. And here also we read 
of the Jewish women that encouraged and stimu- 
lated to violence the mob that persecuted Paul 
and Barnabas. — ^Acts xiii. 50, 51 ; and " That wo- 
man Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, and 
taught and seduced God's servants to commit for- 
nication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols." — 
Rev. ii. 20. 

In such insikances as these, female pride, wherever 
it exists, may find some check to its exercise, and 
some motives for humiliation. To those who are 
prone to think of their sex more highly than they 
ought, we present these examples of female frailty, 
which the pen of inspiration has drawn upon the 
page of Scripture. While to those of the other 
sex, if there are any, who are apt to glory over 
their fallen sisters, we would, afler reminding them 
that some of these instances are the result of their 
own seductions, present the brighter side of the 
picture, and would also call upon w^oman to con- 
template the beautiful specimens of female excel- 
lence with which the firmament of Scripture is 
studded, like so many stars of various magnitudes. 

There is Sarah, who, notwithstanding her many 
failings, was unquestionably a good and even a 
great woman. In her case, as in many others, her 
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beauty had beoome her snare, and if not dai^iefous 
to her own virtue, had placed the life of her hus- 
'band in peril. She is presented by the apostle 
Peter as one of the holy women of old, w^o were 
patterns of domestic virtue and piety. Her defects, 
which consisted of a weakness of faith, that led to 
some strange domestic arrangements that Inrottght 
their own punishment, were still surrounded with 
the brightness of many excellences, in which, if 
they were not entirely lost, they were at any rate 
diminished, ^e was a pattern of conjugal fidelity 
and sweet simplicity, and just matronly jealousy 
toward the stranger who had been brought for a 
While so unwisely into her place. Her faith in 
God's promise was strong, though shaken for a 
moment by the improbabilities of the promised 
blessing. — Gen. xii. ; xxiii. 

Bebekah's earlier and latter life presents to us a 
somewhat painful contrast. None can read the 
beautiful account of the mission of Abraham's ser- 
vant to her father, without admiration at the good 
qualities of the damsd who is the heroine of the 
story — ^her industrious and domesticated habits — 
her unaffected and artless simplicity — ^her genuine, 
yet not silly modesty — ^her graceful courtesy — ^her 
humane consideration of the comfort of the brute 
creation. What a bright pattern is here for the 
imitation of young people ! But, oh ! her unbeliev- 
ing, injudicious, and sinful contrivances to bring 
about the bestowment of the Divine blessing upon 
the heir of promise, by that widced imposition prac^ 
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tieed upon her aged and blind husband. Mothers, 
read it, and learn to guard against sinful contriv- 
anoes to ^et good for your children. However, 
Bebekah was a good, though a mistaken woman. — 
Gen. xxiv. ; xxvii. 

In Miriam, the watchful sentinel of the ark upon 
the waters of the Nile which contained the iniant 
Moses, we see first the dutiful daughter and anxious 
sister, and, in after life, the coadjutor of her illustri- 
ous brother, leading the chorus of women by her 
timbrel and her voice, in the triumphal song of 
Moses, on the borders of the Bed Sea : Exod. ii. 
XT. ; afterward, in conjunction with Aaron, his op- 
ponent through envy ; but we may hope restored 
to her better and earlier mind, through the chas- 
tkement she received from the Lord. — ^Numbers 
xii. How much mischief may envy do to spoil the 
best of characters, and to poison the happiness of 
families. 

In Deborah, we contemplate the religious hero- 
ine, and the inspired poetess, raised up by the spe- 
cial Providence of God, for the deliverance of his 
people ; an instance of exalted piety in an age of 
depressed religion, and still deeper national dis- 
tress. — Judges iv. 

Should it be asked by any one, what we are to 
say of Jael, celebrated by the poetess Deborah, in 
her lofty strain of praise, I scarcely know what 
answer to give. Nothing less than a Divine man- 
date, whidi she may have received in some unknown 
and unrecorded manner, could have justified the 
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deed. Apart from thia, even the stratagems of war 
would not clear the heroine from the charge of 
treachery of the blackest kind. True, Sisera was an 
enemy, but he had trusted himself to her protection, 
and she slew him while sleeping under her guard- 
ianship. I leave the matter therefore as I fmd it, 
without either justifying or condemning, for I know 
not all the fiicts of the case. 

What a pattern of filial obedience, piety, and 
patriotism, have we in Jephthah's daughter, over 
whose affecting story hangs so deep a mystery! 
JVhether, according to the opinions of some, she 
was actually offered up in sacrifice, or, according 
to others, only consecrated by perpetual virginity 
tp God, her own beautiful character shines out with 
equal brightness, in all that is amiable, dutiful, and 
submissive. 

But now turn to that touching and melancholy 
group of widows in the land of Moab — Naomi, Ruth, 
and Orpah. What pen but that which has done it, 
and done it with such inimitable simplicity, could 
do justice to that sweet and pathetic story. Rarely 
in the history of families does such a scene of afflic- 
tion as this occur — ^a widowed mother, and the 
widows of her two sons ! A sad proof how precar- 
ious are all the scenes of dear domestic bliss we 
fondly call o* jr own. How tender, how dignified, 
and how thoughtfiil is the conduct of Naomi. 
What nobleness of resolution, what daughter-like 
attadiment, and what piety do we see in Ruth; 
and if in her after-conduct there was that which 
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would not suit the meridian of our age and country, 
there was nothing contrary to the strictest purity 
of intention, or modesty of conduct, if we take into 
account the circumstances of her time, and the pro- 
visions of the Jewish law under which she then 
lived. The whole narrative presents a beautiful 
episode in Jewish history, and an attractive speci- 
men of the simplicity of early manners. 

Can we fail to sympathize with Hannah in her 
sorrows, her insults, and her joys, or to admire her 
zeal for the Lord, in devoting her child of promise 
to his service? — 1 Samuel i. What a pattern for 
parents, in being willing to give up their sons for 
ministers and missionaries! Abigail furnishes ua 
with a striking example of the singular prudence of 
a woman who was unhappily associated with a 
drunkard and a churl, and of her diligence and her 
tact in averting from her family the evils impend- 
ing over it from her husband's vices. — 1 Samuel 
XXV. 1-3. 

What an instance of respect, gratitude, and affec- 
tion, for the ministers of religion-— of female influ- 
ence, rightly exerted over the mind of her husband 
in the cause of religion — and of submission to the 
will of God, is the Shunamite. — 2 Kings iv. Who 
can read that touching account of the death of her 
only son, and her own collected, composed, and 
energetic conduct on the occasion, without deep 
feeling and high admiration? We find no over- 
whelming or distracting grief, which prevented her 
from adopting the besti, the only means for obtain- 
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ing relief, but a faith which sustained her courage, 
and directed all her actions. Multitudes in every 
age and country where the story has gone, have 
been instructed by her language^ and stimulated by 
her example ; and amid the deepest sorrows, have 
echoed her few noble monosyllables in reply to the 
question, "Is it well with thee? With thy hus- 
band ? With thy child ? And she answered and 
said, ' It is well.' " 

And then what a pattern of fidelity, and piety, 
and kindness, do we find for female servants in the 
very next chapter to this, in that simple and. beaur 
tiful story ^ of the little Hebrew captive girl, who 
was nurse-maid in Naaman's family. All, and 
especially they who occupy a similar situation, may 
learn, by what weak and humble instruments God 
may accomplish the purposes of his mind, and 
work out. the schemes of his providence. To how 
many a charity sermon in these remote days, 
has that incident furnished a text; and thus the 
litUe Jewish slave not only brought healing to 
her master, and a knowledge of the true God into 
Syria, but became a pattern to myriads of children 
in our own country. 

Nor less to be admired, are the generosity and 
fiiith of the widow of Sarepta, whose barrel of meal 
and cruse of oil stand out in such relief, as among 
the brightest pictures of Old Tesjbament history. 
In what a coruscation of glory does the name of 
Esther blaze forth upon us, for conjugal fidelity, 
{»aty uncorrupted by prosperity, and queenly in- 
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fluenoe consecrated to the cause- of true relig- 
ion ! 

Now open the page of the New Testament. Is 
Christianity destitute of female worthies— -women 
of holy renown ? It would be very strange if it 
were. Strange, indeed, if hU religion, who, though 
he was the Son of God, was bom of woman, did not 
raise up many who should shine forth in all the 
mild and heavenly radiance of female piety. 

Though, as I have said in the last sermon, we 
ascribe no Divine honors, and offer no idolatrous 
homage to the Virgin Mary, nor set her forth in the 
beauties of painting and sculpture; nor call her, 
with a singular mixture of absurdity and blasphemy, 
the Mother of God — ^we revere her as blessed and 
exalted among women, to give birth to the human- 
ity of Christ, the Saviour of the world ; and ascribe 
to her every holy and general excellence as a 
woman, a wife, a mother, and a saint.* We cher* 

* In an age when Popery is lifting up its head in triumph 
and with hope, no &ir opportunity should be lost to expose 
its pretensions and refute its errors. There is no part of 
this dreadful system more contrary to Scripture, or more 
insulting to God, than its Mariolatry, or worship of the 
Virgin Mary. She is styled " Mother of God ;" " Queen 
of Seraphim, Saints, and Prophets ;" " Advocate of Sin- 
ners ;" " Refuge of Sinners ;" " Gate of Heayen ;" " Queen 
of Heaven." And as the same titles are ascribed to her, 
or nearly so, as are ascribed to Christ; so is the same 
worship paid to her as to the Sariour. Churches are built 
to her honor ; her shrines ere crowded with devotees, en- 
riched with their gifts, and adorned with their YOtive offer* 
ings. Prayers are offered to her— her praises are chanted 
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kh also a high v«neratk)ii for Elizabeth her cousid^ 
the wife of Zacharias, and the mother of John the 
Baptist-r-Luke i. In the piety of old Anna — ^Luke 
ii. d6 — we see a bright pattern for aged widows in 
her believing, waiting posture, for the consolation 
of Israel, and an example for an aged saint, ready 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ : the zea), 

in hymns, and blessings are offered to and asked from her, 
as one who has power to bestow them. Fiye annual festi- 
vals celebrate her greatness, and keep aliye the derotions 
of her worshipers So that Papists almost jostle out thf 
deyotion due to Almighty God and our blessed SaTiour by 
their idolatry of her. Now, where, we ask, is one single 
example, command, or even hint, for all this in the Word 
of Qtod ? Is it any wonder the Scriptures are kept from 
the people, when the most common understanding could 
see that nothing of all this is to be found in that Yolnme ? 
The Acts of the Apostles make mention of her name but 
once, and that without any mark of eulogy ; and in the 
l!pistles she is not mentioned at all. Tea, how contrary is 
all this to the declaration that there is only one Mediator 
between God and Man — the Man Christ Jesus. «*Thi8 
.doctrine of the worship due to the Virgin," says Wylie, in 
his admirable work on the Papacy, " has been exhibited in 
symbol, and that in so grotesque a way, that for a moment 
we forget its blasphemy. In the dream of St. Bernard— 
which forms the subject of an altar-piece at Milan— two 
ladders were seen reaching from earth to heayen. At tbA 
top of one of the ladders stood Christ, and at the top of the 
other stood Mary. Of those who attempted to enter heayen 
by the ladder of Christ, not one succeeded — all fell back. 
Of those who ascended by the ladder of Mary, not one failed. 
The yirgin, prompt to succor, stretched out her hand ; and 
thus aided, the aspirants ascended with ease."'— Sstmoitr's 
Mnmini^ am^ng the JesuUs, 
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jw worthy to be imitated by every reclaimed m- 
aer, of the woman of Samaria, after she had be- 
lieved in Christ, for his h(»ior and the conversion 
of her countrymen — John iv. : the melting penir 
lence of the woman who had been a sinner, whose 
history teaches us that the most abandoned persons 
may be redaimed, and find mercy, and that peni* 
tence, gratitude, and love must be in proportion to 
the guilt contracted and forgiven — Luke vii. 36-50 : 
the strong and invincible faith of the Syropheni- 
oian woman which received such a tribute of admi- 
tation from Christ, and whose narrative will teach 
the latest generations of mankind the power of im- 
portunate, persevering, and bdieving prayer — ^Matt. 
XV. 23 : the generosity of the poor widow who cast 
in her mites, the whole of her substance, into the 
treasury of the temple — Mark xiL 42 : the beauti- 
ful account of the two sisters, Martha and Mary, 
and the discrimination of the characters of the car^ 
ful and troubled housewife, and the anxious inquirer 
after salvation — ^Luke x. 38-42: the pouring out 
of the box of spikenard by one that loved Christ so 
as to give her coHtliest offerings to his person — John 
zii. 3 : the grateful, devoted attention, and minis- 
trations of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to 
Christ — John xix. 25 ; xx. 1 : what an array of 
female excellence is here ! 

Passing on to the Acts of the Apostles, what de. 
lightful mention is made of Dorcas, full of good works 
and alms deeds whidi she did, as evinced by her 
ocNits and garments for the poor, and the tears whidi 
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were prodooed bj her desth, and whidi embelmed 
her memoiy — Acts iz. 36-^1 : end of Lydia^ who 
resorted to the place of prayer at Philippi, whose 
heart the Lord had opened to attend to the things 
ipoken by Paul, and who afforded the rights of hos- 
pitality to the apostle and his companion — Acts 
zvL : and of the chief women, not a few, at Ihessa- 
lonica, who believed in the apostle's doctrine con- 
cerning Christ — ^Acts zyiL 4. Nor are the Epistles 
barren of female names deserving ever to be held 
in remembrance for their piety, zeal, and good 
works. There we find Phebe, the deaconness and 
bear^ to Rome of the epistle to die church in that 
city — ^Rom. xvi. 1 : and Eaodia, and Syntyche ; 
Lois and £anioe, the mother and grandmother of 
Timothy, r^iowned for the unfeigned fiiith which 
dwelt in them — 2 Tim. i. 5 : and those women also 
that labored with Paul in the gospel — ^Phil. iv. 2. 
And. what shall we say more of PriscUla, Paul's 
helper in Christ, and the instructress of the eloquent 
Apollos; and Mary, ''who bestowed much labor 
upon him ;" and Tryphena, and Tryphona, and 
Julia, " who labored in the Lord 1" — Rom. xvi. 

No, my female friends, you see, we repeat, the 
Scriptures of truth have not passed over your sex 
in silence, nor thrust it into a comer, nor thrown it 
into a shadow. On the contrary, the sacred page is 
rich and luminous, with bright and beautiful exam- 
ples of female excellence. You stand there, side 
by side, with man in the practice of piety, and are 
eihibtted as not a whit behind him in all that aj^r- 
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tuns to the glory of hulhanitj. In the Bihle, we 
liave now proved that woman is seen in every gra- 
dation of ranky from the queen upon the throne to 
the menial grinding at the mill ; in every variety 
of condition — the maid, the wife, the mother, and 
the mistress; in every circumstance of grief and 
joy — the happy bride, the mourning widow ; in 
every phase of moral character — ^the faithful spouse, 
and the shameless adulteress; in every scene of 
active duty, whether in the family, the church, or 
the world ; in every changeful aspect of fortune — 
rolling in afHuence, or pining in want ; there she is 
seen enlivenipg the sacred page with her narrative 
— adorning it with her beauty ; sometimes darken- 
ing it with her crimes, at others, brightening it with 
her virtues ; now calling us to weep with her in her 
sorrows, then to rejoice with her in her joys, hi 
short, woman is everywhere to be found wrought 
into the details of God's Scriptures, a beacon to 
warn us, or a rule to guide us. And, as written 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is to be 
considered as his testimony to the excellence and 
importance of your sex, and the influence it is in- 
tended and destined to exert upon the welfare of 
mankind. Had the Bible — ^I will not say been 
against you — ^but had it passed you over in silence, ' 
or only referred to you incidentally, or looked at 
you with sidelong glances, you would have sunk in 
general estimation ; and man's neglect of you would 
have been defended or excused by that of God him- 
self. But now, no one can plead the example of 
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tbe Bible for any attempt to n^lect, despise, or op- 
press 70U. While it protects woman from the in- 
sults, the injuries, and the oppression of the other 
sex, it protects her with no less care and benefit 
from the sad effects which would arise from an as- 
sumption of prerogatives which do not belong to 
her, and from those excuses of ambition to which 
her own vanity might otherwise prompt her. It 
guards her dignity from being trampled down* by 
others, and equally prevents her from lowering it 
herself, by pretensions which would only make her 
ridiculous. It describes, with accuracy, the circle 
within which it is the will of Providence she should 
move; presents to her the mission which she is 
sent into the world to fulfill ; furnishes her the rules 
by which she is to act; proposes to her the re- 
wards which she may legitimately seek and surely 
expect, if she be faithful to herself; and ofifers her 
the assistance necessary for the fulfillment of her 
high and holy vocation. What this is, will be the 
subject of our next sermon. 

In the meanwhile, let me exhort you not' only to 
study the Scriptures, but to study them — ^next to 
your desire to learn the way of salvation through 
fiiith in Christ Jesus — to form your own character 
as women, by its precepts and its examples. Many 
and precious are the volumes that have been writ- 
ten for your benefit by your own sex. Female 
pens have been most happily and usefully em- 
ployed in delineating female excellence; the pro- 
ductions of which you would do well to read. But, 
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B&et all, there is no guide for the formation of 
female character, morally or religiously considered, 
like the inspired one. A woman unacquainted 
with the Bible, and ignorant of its contents, as 
affecting her own conduct, character, and history, 
has yet to know the finest patterns of female love- 
liness. The Bible is the best mirror by which most 
accurately to know what you are, and to become 
what you should be ; before whose reflecting sur 
fiice you may adjust all the moral habiliments of 
the soul, and from which you may go forth adorned 
with all the beauties of holiness, clothed with the 
garment of purity, and decorated with the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit.* 

* The author is indebted for some things in this sermon 
•nd the next to an incomparably beautiful little work by 
Adolphe Monod, formerly Professor of Theology at Mon- 
tauban, but now Minister of the French Reformed Church 
in Paris. A preacher so celebrated, that when Lacordaire* 
the most renowned of Roman Catholic public orators, was 
eomplimented upon being the first French preacher in 
France, he replied, " No : I am only the second — Adolphe 
Monod is first." A yery elegant little work has lately been 
published by the Rev. John Jessop, M.A., entitled, '* Wom- 
an," for which the author candidly acknowledges himself 
indebted chiefly to ** a late highly esteemed French Protest- 
ant clergyman." Mr. J. does not seem to be aware that 
happily Mr. Monod is still living. His exquisitely beauti- 
ful little work has been admirably translated by Miss 
Lloyd ; and is of such excellence, that it can not be spoken 
of in terms of eulogy which are too high and emphatic. 
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"And the Lord God said. It is not good that the man 
should 'be alone ; I will make him. an helpmeet for 
him." — Gbnbsib ii. 18. 

*' What, in this great, and diversified, and busy 
world, is MT place, and mt business ?" is a- question 
which every one should ask. For every one Aa« a 
place to fill and a part to act. And to act his part 
well, according to the will of God, in the lofly 
drama of human life, should be the ambition, the 
solicitude, and the prayer of each of us. It is the 
first lesson of wisdom, to know our place; the 
second, to keep it. And of course, corresponding 
with this, to ascertain the duties of our place, and 
to discharge them. There are class duties as well 
as individual ones, and the latter are genemlly to 
be more accurately learned by an intelligent appre 
hension of the former. Woman, as such, has her 
mission. What is it? What is precisely that 
rank she is to occupy — that purpose she is to fulfill, 
above which she would be unduly exalted, and be- 
low which she would be as unjustly degraded? 
This is a subject whidi should be thoroughly un- 
derstood, in order that she should know what to 
claim, and man what to concede — that she may 
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know what she has to do, and he what he has a 
right to expect. 

We shall endeavor to answer this question, and 
point ont the nature of woman's mission. In doing 
this, we shall consult the infallible oracle of Scrip- 
ture, and not the speculations of moralists, econo- 
mists, and philosophers. We hold this to he owt 
rale in the matter before us. God is the creator 
of both sexes — ^the constructor of society — the 
author of social relations, and the arbiter of social 
duties, claims, and immunities. And this is ad- 
mitted by all who believe in the authority of the 
Bible. You are content, my female friends, to 
abide by the decisions of this oracle. You have 
every reason to be so. He that created you is best 
qualified to declare the intention of his own acts, 
and you may safely, as you should humbly, allow 
him to fix your position, and make known your 
duties. In common with man, woman has a heav* 
«ily calling to glorify Ood as the end of her exist- 
ence ; to perform all the duties, and enjoy all the 
blessings, of a religious life ; like him, she is a sin- 
fol, rational, and immortal creature, placed under 
an economy of mercy, and called, by repentance 
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
eternal liffe. Religion is as much her vocation as 
that of the other sex. In Christ Jesus there is 
neither male nor female, but all are on a level as to 
obligations, duties, and privileges. 

In common witih man, she is called, where she is 
ttamavried and dependent, to labor lor her own sup- 
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port; a condition to which lafge portions of the 
community are necessarily subject by the circum- 
stances of their birth. Industry is as incumbent 
upon her as upon the other sex, and indolence is 
no more excusable. But in the married state, her 
sphere of labor, as ve shall presently show, is the 
family ; and it belongs to the husband to earn by 
the sweat of his brow, not only his own bread, but 
that of the household. In many of the uncivilized 
tribes, where the ameliorating condition of Gui»> 
tianity is not felt, the woman is the drudge of the 
family, while the husband lives in lordly sloth. 
And even in this country, at least in its manufac- 
turing portions, manual labor falls too often, and 
too heavily, upon married women, gfeatly to the 
detriment of their &milies. An unmarried woman, 
however, without fortune, must provide for herself 
in some way or other, according to the drcum- 
stances of her birth and situation; and let her not 
ccmsider herself degraded by it. Honest industry 
is far more honorable than pride and sloth. 

But neither of these is the peculiar mission of 
woman, as appertaining to her sex. To know what 
this is, we must, as I have said, consult the page of 
revelation, and ascertain the declared motive of 
God for her creation. " And the Lord God said, 
It is not pood that the man should be alone ; I will 
make him an helpmxxt for him.'' This is further 
expressed, or rather repeated, where it is said, 
"And Adam," or, ^^ Although Adam, had given 
« names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and 
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to every beast of the field; yet for Adam there 
was not found an hblfmeet for him" — Genesis 
ii. 18, 20. Nothing can be more clear from hence, 
than that woman was made for man. Adam was 
created a being with undeveloped social propensi- 
ties, which, indeed, seem essential to all creatures. 
It is the sublinae peculiarity of Deity to be entirely 
independent for happiness of all other beings. He, 
and he only, is the theater of his own glory, the 
fountain of his own felicity, a sufficient object of his 
own contemplation, and needing nothing for his 
bliss but self-communion. The highest archangel 
in heaven would pine, even there, for companion- 
ship, either divine or angelic. Adam, surrounded 
with all the glories of Paradise, and with all the 
various tribes it contained, found himself alone, and 
needed companionship, without which his life was 
but a solitude, Eden itself a desert Endowed 
with a nature too communicative to be satisfied 
with himself alone, he sighed for society, for sup- 
port, fbr some complement to his existence, and 
only half-lived so long as he lived alone. Formed 
to think, to speak, to love, his thoughts yearned for 
other thoughts with which to compare and exercise 
his soaring aspirations. His words were weari- 
somely wasted upon the wanton air, or at best 
awoke but an echo which mocked instead of an- 
swered him. His love, as regards an earthly object^ 
knew not where to bestow itself; and returning to 
his own bosom, threatened to degenerate into a des- 
olating egotism. His entire being longed, in shorty 
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fer another self— but that other self did not exist : 
there was no helpmeet for him. The visible creatures 
which surrounded him, were too much beneath hin^: 
the Invisible Being who gave htm life, was too much 
above him, to permit, him to unite their condition 
with his own. Whereupon God made the woman, 
and the great problem was immediately solved. 

It was, then, the characteristic of t^nfallen man to 
want some one to sympathize with him in his joys, 
as it is of fallen man to want some one to sympa- 
tluze with him in his sorrows. Whether Adam 
was so far conscious of his wants as to ask for a 
companion, we are not informed. It would appear 
from the inspired record, as if the design of this 
precious boon originated with God ; and as if Eve, 
like so many of his other mercies, was the spon- 
taneous bestowment of his own free-will. Thus 
Adam would have to say, as did one of his most 
illustrious descendants many ages afterward, " Thou 
preventest" (anticipatest) " me with thy goodness." 
Here, then, is the design of God in creating woman, 
to be a suitable helpmate to man. Man needed a 
companion, and God gave him woman. And as 
there was no other man than Adam at the time in 
existence. Eve was designed exclusively for Adam's 
comfort; thus, teaching us from the beginning, 
that whatever mission woman may have to accom- 
plish in reference to man, in a generic sense, her 
mission, at least in wedded life, is to be a suitable 
helpmate for that one man to whom she is united. 
It was declared from the beginning, that every other 
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tie, though not cut by marriage, shall be rendered 
subordinate, and a man shall '^ leave his &ther and 
mother and deave unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh." If then, woman's mission in Para- 
dise was to be man's companion and joy, it must 
be the ca^ still. Her vocation has not been 
changed by the fall. By that catastrophe, man 
needs still more urgently a companion, and God 
has rendered this, her mission, still more explicit 
by the declaration, " Thy desire shall be to thy hus- 
band^ and he shall rule over thee,^^ It has been 
often shewn that by being taken from himself, she 
was equal to man in nature ; while the yerj part 
of the body from which she was abstracted indicated 
the position she was intended to occupy. She was 
not taken from the head, to show she was not to 
rule over him ; nor from his foot, to teach that she 
was not to be his slave ; lior from his hand, to show 
that she was not to be his tool : but from his side, to 
show that she was to be his companion. There may 
perhaps be more of ingenuity and fancy in this, than 
of Grod's original design, but if a mere conceit, it is 
at once both pardonable and instructive. 

That woman was intended to occupy a position 
of subordination and dependence is clear enough 
from every part of the Word of God. This is de- 
clared in language already quoted : " Thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
^e" This referred not only to Eve personally^ 
but to £ve representatively* It was the divine law 
of the relation of the sexes, then promulgated for 
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fdl time. The preoedisg language has piaoed Wi 
as a punishment for her sin, in a state of sorrow f 
this places her in a state of itUyeeUon. Her hi»» 
band was to be the center of her earthly desiresi 
and, to a certain extent^ the regulator of them also^ 
and she was to be in subjection to him. What 
was enacted in paradise has been confirmed bj 
every subsequent <}ispensation of grace. Judaism 
is full of it in all its proyisions ; and OhristiaDity 
equally establishes it. 

I shall here introduce and explain the words ef> 
the apostle, " I would have you to know that tiie 
head of every man is Christ, and the head of tiie 
woman is the man." He then goes on to dlisot 
that women should not appear and.exevoise liiose 
miraculous gifts which were sometimes bestowed 
upon them, unvailed and with their hair oat off* 
He addSj ^^ A man indeed ought not to oov«r his 
head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of 
God; butthewomanistheglory of themaa. For 
llie man is not of t^ woman ; but the woman o£ 
the man. Neither was the man created for tha 
woman; but the woman ^ the ma&"^-*I Cor. odi 
9-9. For the explanation of Ms passage, I re- 
mark, that in the times of the apostle there weiv 
two recognized eharacteristio emblenis of the £t^ 
male sex, when they appeared in puldio— -vaU^aiid 
the' preservation of their tressea. It would seem 
^m the apostle's remarks, as if some of the ft^ 
Inale members of the Oonnthiwi Chuidi, dnriag 
Hie time that the inufftiratnii of the Holy Spirit wii 
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f^n tkem, cast off theit vails, after the manner of 
the heathen priestesses when they delivered thd 
ridspoiiseB of the oracles. This conduct the apostle 
reproves, and informs them that if the yail were 
tifarown aside they might as well also cut off their 
flewiDg hair, which is one of woman's distinctions 
from man, and by all nations considered the oma^ 
dient as well as the peculiarity of the sex. We 
may pause for a moment to observe how oon-^ 
stantly and completely Christianity is the parent 
0f order and the enemy of indecorum of every kind* 
But why were not the women to lay aside their 
ti^ ? Because it would be forgetting their subor<* 
dination- and dependence, and assuming an equal 
llttik with man. This is the gist of the apostle's 
mason. It was not merely indecorous and contrary 
tomodesty) but it was ambitious, and violating the 
Older oi heaven. The other expressions of the apost 
te hi this passage are very strong. As Christ iv 
tito head or ruler of man, so man is the head and 
leler of wonaan in the domestic economy. Mali 
WW mafde to show forth God's glory and praise ; to 
be in sabofdination to him, and onltf to him; while 
woman was created to be, in addition to this» tiM 
glory of man, by being in subordination to himy«i 
faitf hi^p, hk^^ ornament, and his glory. She WM 
not only made out of him, but for him. AH her 
tovvttness, oomdtiness^ and purity are not only tbff 
ei^vesiions of her excellence, but of his honor and 
cUgi^ty, since all were not only derived from him 
bmi made- for him. 
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Here, then, is woman's true position, and if any 
thing more need be said to prove it from tbs 
records of Christianity, we may refer to other apos- 
tolic language, in which wives are enjoined to be 
subject to their husbands in all things, even as the 
ehurch is subject to Christ — Ephes. v. Nor is the 
apostle Paul alone in this, for Peter writes in the 
same strain — 1 Epistle iii. 1. Let woman then 
bow to this authority, nor feel herself degraded by 
•uch submission. It has been said that in domestic 
life man shines as the sun, but woman as the moon, 
with a splendor borrowed from the man. May it 
not be said with greater truth and propriety, and 
to render the comparison less invidious, man shines 
as the primary planet, reflecting the glory of Grod, 
who is the orb of the moral universe ; and woman 
shines as the satellite of man, deriving her splendor 
from the same source, and while equally obeying 
the law of the central luminary, is created for the 
primary dependent body, revolves in its attractioni 
follows in its course, and ministers to its comfort 

Behold, then, we say again, woman's position 
and mission ; it is summed up in two words — ^hu- 
]0LiTr and lovx. Of love and subjection to her 
hasband. Every thing connected with the relation- 
ship of man and woman has, however, since the 
fidl, a more serious character ; her love has become 
more anxious ; her humility more profound. Bashr 
fill of her own defects, and anxious to reinstate 
herself in her husband's heart, woman lives to re- 
pair the wrong she has inflicted on num, and lav- 
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ishes upon him consolations which may sweeten 
the present bitterness of sin, and warnings which 
may preserve from the future bitterness of hell. 

Woman/ then, whatever relation she may bear to 
society at large, whatever duties, in consequence of 
this relation, she may have to discharge, and what- 
ever benefits, by the right discharge of these duties, 
she may have it in her power to confer upon the 
community, must consider herself as called to ad- 
vance the comfort of man in his private relations, 
by promoting his peace to promote her own, and 
to receive from him all that respect, protection, 
and ever assiduous affection to which her equal 
nature, her companionship, and her devotedness 
give her so just a claim. She is, in wedded life, to 
be his constant companion, in whose society he is 
to find one who meets him hand to hand, eye to 
eye, lip to lip, and heart to heart ; to whom he can 
unburthen the secrets of a heart pressed down with 
care, or wrung with anguish ; whose presence shall 
be to him instead of all society ; whose voice shall 
be his sweetest music ; and her smiles his brightest 
sunshine. From whom he goes forth with regret, 
and to whose converse he returns with willing feet 
when the toils of the day are over; who walks 
near his loving heart, and feels the throbbing of 
affection as her arm leans on his, and presses on 
his side. In his hours of retired converse he tells 
her all the secrets of his heart ; finds in her all the 
debilities and all the promptings of the most ten- 
der and endeared felowship; and in her gentle 
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smiles, and honied words, mad unrestrained speech, 
enjoys all he expected in one who was given to be 
his associate and fnend. 

In that <»mpanionship which woman was de- 
signed to afford to man, must of course be included 
the sympathetic offices of the comforter. It is hers 
in their hours of retirement to console and cheer 
him ; when he is injured or insulted, to mollify the 
wounds of his troubled spirit ; when burdened by 
care, to lighten, by sharing the load ; when groan- 
ing with anguish, to calm by her peace-speaking 
words the tumult of his heart ; and act, through all 
his sorrows, the part of a ministering angel. 

Nor will she be backward* to oiler, nor he back- 
ward to receive the counsels of wisdom which her 
prudence will suggest, even though she may not be 
supposed to be intimately acquainted with all the 
entanglements of this world's business. Woman^s 
advice, had it been asked and acted upon, would 
have saved thousands of men from bankruptcy and 
ruin. Few men have ever had to regret their tak- 
ing counsel from a prudent wife ; while multitudes 
have had to reproach themselves for their folly in 
not asking, and multitudes more for not following 
the counsels of such a companion. 

If, then, this is woman's mission, according to the 
representation of her Almighty Creator — to be the 
suitable helpmate of that man to whom she has 
given up herself to be the companion of his pil- 
grimage upon earth — it of course supposes that 
marriage, contracted with a due regard to prudence, 



and under all proper regulations, is the natural 
dtate of both man and woman. And so, we affirm 
in truth, it is. Providence has willed it, and nature 
prompts it. But as the exceptions are so numer- 
ous, is there no mission for those to whom the ex* 
ception appertains? Is it married women only 
•that have a mission, and an important one 1 Cer- 
tainly not. In these cases we fall back upon wom- 
an's mission to society at large. And is not thit 
momentous? Has it not been admitted in all 
ages, and by all countries, that the influence of fe- 
male character upon social virtue and happiness, 
and upon national strength and prosperity, whether 
fbr good or for evil, is prodigious? Is not the 
declaration with which Ado]phe Monod opens his 
beautiful treatise perfectly true? "The greatest 
influence on earth, whether for good or for evil, is 
possessed by woman. Let us study the history- of 
by-gone ages — the state of barbarism and -civiliza- 
tion ; of the East and the West ; of Paganism and 
Christianity ; of antiquity and the middle ages ; of 
the mediffival and modern times — and we shall find 
that there is nothing which more decidedly sepa- 
rates them than the condition of woman." Every 
woman, whether rich or poor, married or single, 
has a circle of influence, within which, according to 
her character, she is exerting a certain amount of 
power for good or harm. Every woman, by her 
virtue or her vice, by her folly or her wisdom, by 
her levity or her dignity, is addii^ scnnetfaing to 
our national elevation or degradation. As long aa 
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Ibmale virtae is prevalent, upheld hy one 8» and 
i^espeeted by the other, a nation can not sink very 
low in the scale of ignominy by plunging into the 
depths of vice. To a certain extent^ woman is the 
conservator of a nation's wel&re. Her virtae, if 
firm and unoorrupted, will stand sentinel over l^t 
of empire. Law, and justice, and liberty, and the 
arts, all contribute, of course, to the well-being <^a 
nation; beneficial influence flows in firom various 
springs; and innumerable contributors may be at 
work, each laboring in his vocation for his country's 
weal, but let the general tone of female morals be 
low, and all will be rendered ni^atory. While the 
universal prevalence of womanly intelligence and 
virtue will swell the stream of dvUization to its 
highest level, impregnate it with its richest quali- 
ties, and spread its fertility over the widest sur&oe. 
A community is not likely to be overthrown where 
woman fulfills her mission ; or by the power of her 
noble heart over the hearts of others, she will raise 
it from its ruins, and restore it again to. prosperity 
and joy. Here, then, beyond the circle of wedded 
life, as well as that which is found within it, is, no 
doubt, af>art of woman's mission, and an important 
one it is. Her field is social life ; hw object is 
social happiness ; her reward is social gratitude fynd 
respect. ■" 

If we are right as to the nature of woman's 
mission, we can not err as to the proper sphete oi 
it. If she was created for man ; and not only for 
the race of man, but for one man, th^ the easy and 
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tteoessaiy inference is, that bombIs the proper soene 
t^ woman's action and influenoe< There are few 
tenns in the language around which cluster so many 
foliasful associations as that delight of every En- 
glish hearty the w<M*d home. The elysium of love, 
lihe nnrsery of virtue, the garden of enjoyment, the 
temple of concord, the circle of all tender relation- 
ships, the play-ground of childhood, the dwelling 
tii manhood, the retreat of age ; where health loves 
to enjoy its pleasures ; wealth to revel in its luxu^ 
Ties; poverty to bear its rigors; sickness to endure 
its pains; and dissolving nature to expire; which 
"Uirows its spell over those who are within its 
diarmed circle, and even sends its attractions across 
oceans and continents, drawing to itself the thoughts 
and wishes of the man that wanders from it at the 
antipodes : this — kome-^^stDeet home — ^is the sphere 
of wedded woman's mission. Was it not so at 
^t, when Paradiss was woman's home? True, 
l^re was no other scene for her to appear and act 
in ; but this seemed to teach us at once what was 
to be her first and chief circle of movement forever 
after. Is it any hardship upon woman-*~4Uiy de- 
preciation of her importance, to place her t^ere^ as 
her sphere of action and influence ? Is it to assign 
her a circle of influence unworthy of, or beneath ! 
hM^el^ to call her to preside over that litUe com- 
munity, of which home is the seat? Shall W€| esti- i 
mate the importance of such a soene of action? \ 
Shall we tell of the varied and momentous interests 
wiuoh are.inoluded in that circle ? Shall we speak 
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of tiie happiness of a husband, whose bliss, to so 
oonsiderable an extent, is created by herself^ and 
inyolves her own? Or the character and future 
well-being, for both worlds, of a &milj, if there be 
one 1 Or the comfort of servants, and the order 
and pleasant working of the whole domestic consti* 
tution, all of which depends so much upon herl 
Why, to make one such home a seat of holiness 
and happiness ; to fill one such sphere with an in- 
fluence so sweet and aaiored ; to throw the &8cina> 
tion of connubial feeling and of maternal influenos 
over one such community ; to . irradiate so many 
countenances With delight ; to fill so many hearts 
with content, and to prepare so many characters lor 
their future part in life ; such an object would be 
deemed, by an angel, worth an incarnation upcm 
earth. 

Or, leaving this scene of her duties, shall we look 
out and abroad upon the public good — the strength 
and stability of the nation 1 Eor who knowj» not 
that the springs of an empire's prosperity lie in the 
domestic constitution, and in well-trained fiimiliesf 
Even one such family is a contribution to the ma- 
jestic flow of a nation's greatness. Can such fiuaoi- 
lies exist without woman's care, and oversight^ 
and wisdom ? Has it not grown into a proverb, 
that home has ever been the nursery of great men, 
and motfo $rs their instructresses? It may be said, 
as a general principle, that woman is not only the 
mother of the body, but of tlie character of her 
children. To her is first intrusted the instniotion 
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of the mind, the oaltivation of the heart, the form* 
ation of the life. Thought, feeling, will, imagiiut- 
tion, Virtue, religion, or the contrary moral tenden- 
des, ail germinate under her fostering influence, 
which also continues to direct their growth. Ihe 
greatest power in the moral world is that which a 
mother exercises over her young child. The deci- 
sive moment in education is the starting-point. 
The dominant direction which is to determine the 
whole course of life, lies concealed in the first years 
of infancy ; and these belong to the mother. 

One of the most hallowed, and lovely, and beau- 
tiful sights in our world is, woman at home ; dis- 
charging with all the meekness of wisdom, the vari- 
ous duties of wife, mother, and mistress, with an 
order that nothing is allowed to disturb ; a patience 
which nothing can exhaust ; an affection which is 
never ruffled; and a perseverance that na diffi- 
culties can interrupt, nor any disappointments ar- 
rest : in short, such a scene as that described by 
Solomon, in the most exquisite chapter of his 
Proverbs. Eve, in Paradise, in all her untainted 
loveliness, by the side of Adam, propping the lily, 
training the vine, or directing the growth of the 
rose ; shedding such smiles upon him, and receiv- 
ing them reflected back from his noble countenance 
upon her happy spirit, as told in mute language, 
their perfect and conjoint bliss, was, no doubt, a 
brighter image of perfect virtue and undisturbed 
felicity ; but to me, the sight of a woman in our 
fidlen world, filling up by her piety, intelligence. 
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and aU matronly and motherly excellences, the eir-, 
de of a home made happy chiefly by her influence^ 
k a scene little inferior in beauty, and even supe* 
rior in difficulty, to that of our first mother in Par-, 
adise. And it is poetry, and not reason and moral 
tasle, that can revel in imagination upon the beau- 
ties of the former, and see little to excite our warm- 
est admiration in the latter. 

But it will be asked, perhaps, if we would shut 
up every married woman within the domestic cir- 
cle, and confine her with the jealousy and authority; 
of an Oriental despot to her own home ; or if we 
would ^condemn and degrade her to mere household 
drudgery. We have, we think, protected ourselves 
already from this imputation, by representing her. 
as the companion, counselor, and comforter of. 
man, Oh, no ! she shall, with our consent, never 
sank down from the side of man, to be trampled 
under his foot. She shall not have one ray of her 
glory extinguished, nor be deprived of a single 
honor that belongs to her sex ; but to be the in- 
structress of her children, the companion of her 
husband, and the queen consort of the domestic 
state, is no such degradation ; and she, only, is de- 
graded who thinks so. Still in connection with, 
though not in neglect of, this, let her give her influ- 
ence upon society to the circle of her friends on all 
suitable occasions, and in all suitable^ places. 
Though the drawing-room is not the cAi^ sphere 
of her influence, it is one of the circles in which she 
may move-— and albeit incessant parties of pleasure. 
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and a xxmstant round of entertainmeiits are not b«r 
mkeion, but stand diametricallj opposed to it, and 
hbder it — ^yet as capable of influendng sooietj for 
good, she is occasionally to lend that influence, 
which every wise and good woman exerts over the 
tiHie of morals and manners, to the friends who 
may court her society. Woman is the grace, the 
ornament, the charm of the social cirde; and when 
she carries into it habits that frown upon vice, that 
check folly and discountenance levity, she is a ben* 
efiictress of her country. And as to the various 
institutions of our age for the relief of suffering 
humanity, the instruction of ignorance, and the 
^ead of religion, we give her all the room and 
liberty for these things which are compatible with 
her duties to her own household. What prudent 
female would cuk more, or what advocate of her 
rights would claim more? Woman is always in 
her place where charity presides, except when her 
time and attention are demanded at home for those- 
who are more immediately her chaige. But we 
shall have much more to advance en this subject in 
a future discourse. 

But what shall we say of those women who claim 
on their own behalf, or of their advocates who claim 
for them, a participation of the labors, the occupa- 
tions, the righte, and the duties, which have usually 
been considered as appertaining to the other sex t 
There are those who would have the line of de* 
markation expunged, which neariy aU nations have 
drawn between Uie duties and the occupations of I 
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j mi^ and duMe of womeo. CfariBtiaaity hut pro* 
vid^ A place for w<Hnan for which she is fitted, aodr 
in whieh she shines ; but take her out of that plaosi 
and her luster pales and sheds a feeble and a siddj 
my. Or, to change the metaphor, woman is a plant, 
which in its own green-house seclusion wiU pot 
forth all its brilliant co1<»b and all its sweet per- 
fnme ; but remove it fiom the protection of its own 
flora] home into the oonmion garden and open fidd, 
where hardier flowers will grow and thrive, iti 
beaut7 Aides and its odor is diminished. Neither 
reason nor Christianity invites wcHnan to the pnv 
fessor's chair, nor conducts her to the bar, wx 
malces her welcome to the pulpit, nor admits her to 
the place of ordinary magistracy. Both ezdude 
heiw-Bot indeed by positive and spemfio comnuinds, 
but by general principles and spirit, from the em* 
mpttpn of the camp, the debates of the senate, and 
the pleadings of the forum. And they bid her b»^ 
wian how ^e overleaps the delicacy of her seat, and 
lislens to the doctrines of effeminate debaters ; or 
becomes the dupe of modem reformers or fashiona- 
ble journalists. They forbid us to hear her gentle 
voice in the popular assembly; and do not even 
suffer h^ to speak in the Church of God. They 
claim not for her the right of suffrage, nor any im* 
munity by which she may " usurp authority over 
the man." And yet the Bible gives her her throne, 
for she is the queen of the domestic drde. It is 
the heart of her husband. It is the heart of her 
flMDily. It is the female supremacy in that inter* 



ttikag domttiny where ioye, sod teaderaeM, and re* 
finement, thought and feeling preside. It is the prir* 
ikge of making her huaband happj and honored, 
and her sona and daughters the ornaments of human 
Bodetj. It is the sphere of piety, prudence, dili* 
genee, in the domestic station, and a holy and 
devout life. It is the inhere that was occupied by 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel ; by Elizabeth, the 
mol^r of John ; by Eunice, the mother of Timo- 
thy ; and by Mary, the mother of Jesus. It is the 
respect and esteem of mankind. It is, as one has 
said, that silent, unobserved, unobtrusive influence, 
by whidi she accomplishes more for her race, than 
many whose names occupy a broad space on the 
page of history. A woman whov fills well the 
q>here thus assigned to her, as- a ynf%, a mother, 
and a mistress ; who thus trains up good oltlaens 
for the state, and good fathers and mothers oi other 
fiuEnilies which are to spring from her own ; and, fbr- 
anj^t she can tell, still other femilies from Mem^ 
perhaps in all but an endless succession, need not 
complam that her sphere of action and her power 
of influence are too limited for female ambition to 
aspire to. The mothers of the wise and the good 
are the benefactresses of their species. Whart- 
would be gained to woman's comfort, repectability, 
or usefulness, or to the welfare of society ; but how 
mi«Kh would be lost to each, by withdrawing hef 
from her own impropriate sphere, and introducing 
Imr to that for whidli she has no adaptation 1 Who, 
a fyw wild visionaries, and mah speculatiats^ 
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Mid mistaken adyocstos of woman's rights, ivoid^ 
take her from the home of her husband, her chil- 
dren, and her own heart, to wear out her strength, 
to consume her time, and to destroy her feminine 
excellence in committee-rooms, on platforms, and 
in mechanics* or philosophical institutions? Bat. 
may not woman, in every way in her power, bene- 
fit society by her talents and her influence 1 Cer- 
tainly, in every legitimate way. Her sphere is 
clearly assigned to her by Providence ; and only 
by very special and obvious calls should she be in^^ 
duced to leave it. Whatever breaks down the 
modest reserve, the domestic virtues, the feminine 
gentleness of woman, is an injury done to the com- 
munity. Woman can be spared from the lecturer's 
chair, the platforms of general convocation, and the 
scenes of public business ; but she can not be spared . 
from the hearth of her husband and the oirde of her. 
ddldren. Substitutes can be found for her in the 
one, but not in the other. In the bosom of domes- 
tic privacy she fulfills the truest dignity and faith- . 
fulness, the first and highest obligations of her sex. 
Monod's remarks on this subject are so beautiful, 
appropriate, and just, that I shall be more than for- 
given for the following long quotation : 

'Ms not the humble sphere which we assign to 
woman, precisely that for which her whole being is 
predisposed and preconstituted ] Her finer but 
more fragile conformation, the quicker pulsation of 
he> heart, the more exquisite sensibility of her- 
nerves, the delicacy of her oigans, and evonlte. 
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BifiiDMB of ber featares, all combine to mi^ her- 
vhat St. P«ter so aptly designates 'the weaker 
vessel,' and render her constitutionally un£t for in- 
oessa&t and weighty cares, for the duties of the 
state, for the vigils of the cabinet, for all that which 
jields renown in the world. 

^ Again^ are not the powers of her mind equally 
distinct ? The question is sometimes started, are 
they equal to those of man? They are neither 
equal nor unequal ; they are difierent, being wisely 
ad^ted to another end. 

: **• For the accomplishment of the work assigned 
to man, woman^s faculties are inferior to his ; or, 
other, ^e is not adapted to it. We speak of the 
goieral rule, and not of exceptions. It must be 
conceded that, by way of exception, there are 
among women some few whose intellects are adapt* 
ed to the cares reserved, on principle, to the other 
BMC, or that peculiar situations may rise in which 
women of ordinary capacities are called upon to 
discharge the duties assigned to man, man in that 
case being the defaulter; provided, however, that 
l^ese exceptions are clearly indicated by God, or 
called for by the interests of humanity. For afler 
all, in the mission of woman, humility is but the 
means, charity the end, to which all must be sub- 
servient. And why should not God who has made 
exceptions of this nature in sacred history, do the 
same in ordinary life? 

*' Be this as it may, we leave exceptions to God, 
and to the oonsdenee of the individual, imd, ab- 
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•taioing from all irritating, personal, or 6oiit< 
questions, will oonfine ourselves nmpl^ 
general rule. 

*' Generally speaking, enlarged views of ] 
and science, the bold flight of metaphysi 
sublimer conceptions of poetry, which, bi 
every shackle, soar in the boundless regi 
thought and imagination, are not in the p^vi 
woman. 

" In that limited sphere, however, of wli 
are speaking — ^limited in extent^ but bounc 
influence, within which, supported by Scripti 
exhort woman to confine her actions; she 
dowed with faculties superior to those of no 
Kather, she alone is adapted to it. Here \ 
her requital; here she proves herself mist 
the field ; and employs those secret resources 
might be termed admirable, if they did not 
a more tender sentiment both toward her \ 
ward Grod, who has so richly endowed her. 

'' Her practical survey, equally sure and 
her quick and accurate perception ; her woi 
power of penetrating the heart, in a way un 
and impracticable to man; her never-&ilin| 
ence of mind and personal attention on al 
sions ; her constant though imperceptible vig 
her numerous and fertile resources in the n 
ment of her domestic afifurs ; her ever-ready 
and willing audience to all who need her ; h 
dom of thought and action in the midst of th 
agoni«,ing sufferings and accumulated emt 
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ments ; her elastidty — may I say her perseverance ? 
—despite of feebleness ; her exquisitely tender feel- 
ings ; her tact so practiced, were it not instinctive ; 
ber extreme perfection in little things ; her dexteroua 
mduatry in the work of her hands (Prov. xxxi. 18) ; 
her incomparable skill in nursing the sick ; in cheer- 
ing a broken spirit ; in re-awakening a sleeping con- 
sdenoe ; in re-opening a heart that has long been 
dosed ; in fine, innumerable are the things which 
she accomplishes, and which man can neither discern 
nor efl^t without the aid of her eye and her hand." 
Now look at woman's natural adaptation for her 
^ere. If the view here given of woman's mission 
be correct, we can in a moment perceive what is 
required to enable her to fulfill it. There must be, 
irhat indeed there generally is pervading the sex, a 
consciousness of subordination without any sense 
of degradation, or any wish that it were otherwise. 
She scareely needs to be taught that in the domestic 
eoonomy she is second, and not first, that '^ the man 
is the head of the woman." It is a law of nature 
written on the heart, and coincides exactly with the 
law of Grod written on the page of revelation. It is 
first of all an instinct, and then confirmed by rea- 
son. Without this law deeply engraven and con- 
stantly felt as well as known, her situation would be 
endured as a slavery, and she would be constantly 
endeavoring to throw off the yoke. Her condition 
would be wretched, and she would make all wretch- 
ed around her. With such a sense of oppression, 
or even of hardship pressing upon the mind^ no 
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duty Gould be well performed, and the family woidd 
be a scene of domestic warfare. But she generidly 
knows her place, and feels it her happiness as well 
as her duty to keep it. It is not necessity, bat even 
choice, that produces a willing subjection. She is 
contented it should be so, for God has implanted 
the disposition in her nature. 

Then her gentleness is another part of l^r qualifi- 
cation for her duty. She should have, must haye, 
really has influence, power, impulsion, if not com- 
pulsion. Were she utterly powerless^ she could do 
nothing. Her influence, however, is a kind <^ pas- 
sive power — ^it is the power that draws rather than 
drives, and commands by obeying. Her gentleness 
makes her great. How winning are her smiles; 
how melting her tears ; how insinuatiDg her words ! 
Woman loses her power when she parts from her 
gentleness. It is this very yieldingness, which, like 
the bulrush lifting against the force of the stream, 
before which, for a moment, it has bowed, that 
gives her a power to rise superior to the force of 
circumstances, against which, if stem resistance 
were oflered, it would break before them. She van- 
quishes by submission. How necessary is gentle- 
ness to the fulfillment of her mission in handling the 
young and tender spirits of her children, and train- 
ing the first delicate shoots of their infantile dispo- 
sitions ; and for directing the feelings of that one 
heart on which she depends for her happiness. 
There are vast varieties of disposition in women, 
And many are sensitive, petulant, irritable^ jealous, 
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quick to feel and to resent ; but notwithstanding all 
this, &nd even under all this, there is a gentleness 
of disposition which indicates her vocation as des* 
tined to influence and constrain by love. 

Tenderness is another of her characteristics. The 
former related iiiore to manner, this more to dis- 
position ; that to habitual conduct toward all per- 
sons and all cases, this to the occasional exercise of 
sympathy with distress. Tenderness is so charac- 
teristioof the female heart, that an unfeeling woman 
is considered a libel upon her sex. If compassion 
were driven out from every other habitation, it 
would find there its last retreat. Her heart is so 
made of tenderness, that she is ever in danger of 
being imposed upon by craft and falsehood. How 
suitable such a disposition for one who is to be the 
chief comforter of the domestic economy ; who is 
to mollify the wounds of her husband's heart, and 
to heal the sorrows of her children ; whose ear is to 
listen to every tale of domestic woe, and whose 
bosom is to be the lodging-place of all family 
grief! 

Self-denial is no less necessary for this domestic 
mission, than any thing I have yet mentioned. 
How much of ease, comfort, enjoyment, must she 
surrender who has to consult her husband's comfort 
and \fill before her own; whose happiness is to 
consist, in a great measure, in making others happy ; 
who has first to endure all that is connected with 
giving birth to her children, and then all that is 
connected with nursing, watching, comforting, and 
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training them. One of the most striking instances 
in our world of endurance and sel^denial^ both as 
to extent and the cheerfulness with which it is 
borne, is the busy, tender, and contented mother of 
a rising family. God has given it to her, or else I 
sometimes wonder how she can exercise it. 

And then see her fortitude in this situation. In. 
that courage which leads man to the cannon^s 
mouth, to mount the breach, or to encounter some 
terrific danger of any other kind, she is inferior to 
man ; but in the fortitude manifested by enduring 
bodily suffering, the ills of poverty, the wasting in- 
fluence of long-continued privations, the gloom of 
solitude, the wrongs of injustice, the cruelty of 
neglect, the heel of oppression ; is she not in all 
this as superior to man, as man is to her in all that 
appertains to brute force ? 

On the subject of woman's fortitude and power 
of endurance, I will introduce, though it noay be at 
some length, the most surprising instance of it per^ 
haps on record, whether in inspired or uninspired 
history, which will serve as an appropriate illustra- 
tioa of this part of the subject of my sermon. The 
apostle John, in his narrative of the events of the 
crucifixion of our Lord, says with beautiful simpli- 
city, and without a single comment, as if he would 
not attempt and could not hope to add to the 
grandeur of the incident : ^^Now there stood by the 
cro98 of.JeattSy his mpther, and his mother^ s sisteTf 
Mory the wife of Oleophas^ and Mary MaydaleneJ*^ 
Jobn xi^. 25, Vm% ^he other women should have 
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been there is less wonderful, though eyen their 
presence at such a scene, from which it would seem 
as if all the apostles had retired, except John, was- 
indeed an instance of the fortitude of heroic love. 
But that his mother should have been there, not 
a&r off, but by the cross ; not prostrate in a swoon, 
or beating her breast, wringing her hands, tearing 
her hair, and shrieking in frantic grief; but stand' 
ing in silent, though pensive anguish, to witness the 
horrors of crucifixion, so far surpassing those of any 
modem method of execution ; the crucifixion of h^r 
son, and such a son ! O wondrous woman ! and act^ 
surpassing wonder ! To whatever length endurance 
may be carried by attendance at the sick-bed of a 
dying friend, how few of even female heroes could 
witness the execution of a husband, son, or brother! 
I have read of one^ who, when her lover was exe- 
cuted for high-treason, had herself conveyed in a 
mourning-coach to witness the dreadful process; 
and when the whole was closed by severing the head 
from the body, that head which had leaned on ber 
bosom, simply said, " I follow thee," and sighing 
forth'the name of her slaughtered friend, fell back 
in the coach and instantly expired. Here was a 
power of endurance carried to a point which nature 
could sustain no longer, and it sunk at length crushed 
beneath the intolerable burden of its grief. But 
behold the scene before us; that mother, in the 
dignity and majesty of profound yet composed grief, 
endured to the end. Peter had denied his Master-- 
liie other disciples, at the sight of the oflicers of 
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Justice and the soldiers, amid the deep shadows of 
Gethsemane, had deserted Him, and still kept at a 
distance from the scene of sufifering and danger ; hut 
there, standing hy the cross, were these dauntless 
holy women, sustaining with wondrous fortitude 
the sight of his dying agonies, and confessing their 
Iiord in the hour of his deepest humiliation, in the 
absence of his friends and in the presence of his 
foes — and there among them was his mother. I 
shall never wonder at any thing that female forti- 
tude, when upheld by Divine grace, can do, after it 
could stand in the person of Mary, at the foot of the 
cross, when Christ her Son and her Lord was sus- 
pended upon it. Nor shall I ever despair of the 
support of any woman in the hour and scene of her 
deepest woe, who is wiUing to be sustained, after I 
have beheld the mother of our Lord upheld in that, 
unutterably awful situation. Painters and poets 
have not done justice to the dignity of this most 
honored of all women. There is still existing a 
picture of Annibal Carracci, entitled ^The Three 
Marys," the subject of which is these holy women 
surveying the body of Christ after it was taken 
down from the cross. As a work of art it is inimi- 
table, and does full justice to the painter's skill. 
But it does far less justice to the character of the 
mother of our Lord, than the apostle's description 
of her. In the painting she is represented as in a 
swoon over the dead body of Jesus, whose head 
reclines on her lap, while the other figures are set 
forth in the attitudes of pasmonate grief. How dif- 



ferent this to ihe dignified, majestic, and composed 
grief which stood beneath the cross ! So fiur must 
art ever &11 beneath nature, still lower below the 
wonders of grace, and most of all below such grace 
as this. 

Let woman study this pathetic and amazing 
scene, and learn that the deepest love, or the no- 
blest grief, is not that sickly sensibility, that emo- 
tional excitabOity, which is too tender to bear the 
sight of suffering ; but that which, instead of sink- 
ing into hysterical outcries, or retiring with averted 
eyes from the sufierer's agonies, or is borne swoon- 
ing from the sight of tears and blood, can control 
its feelings, and brace its nerves, to perform a 
woman's part in. the hour and scene of woe, and 
which none can perform except herself, or, at any 
rate, perform so well. Let yotmg women set out 
in life practicing that discipline of their emotions, 
which, without diminishing aught of the softness 
and the tenderness of manner which are the most 
feminine characteristics of their sex, or robbing 
their hearts of those delicate sympathies and sensi- 
bilities which constitute the glory of woman's na- 
ture, shall not envelope her judgment in a mist of 
feeling, and so enervate her will, as to make her 
incapable of resolution, and render her incompetent 
in times of her own sorrow and trial, for any thing 
besides weeping over the calamities which she might 
otherwise remove, and make her altogether unfit for 
those hardy services of mercy, which the miseries 
of others will sometimes require at her hands. 
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Ariaiiig out of this, and as one beautiful di^ky 
of it, see her when called to put forth her gentle- 
ness, her sympathy, and her self-denial, in the hour 
of affliction, and the chamber of sickness. It has 
been somewhere beautifully said, that, '^ In sickness, 
there is no hand like woman's hand, no heart like 
woman's heart ; and there is not. A man's breast 
may swell with unquestionable sorrow, and appre* 
hension may rend his mind ; yet place him by the 
sick couch, and in the shadow, rather than in the 
light of the sad lamp that watches it \ let him have 
to count over the long, dull hours of night, and 
wait, alone^ and sleepless, the struggle of the gri^ 
dawn into the chamber of suffering, let him be ap- 
pointed to this ministry, even for the sake of the 
brother of his heart, or the father of his being, and 
his grosser nature, even where it is most perfect, 
will tire; his eye will close, and his spu-it grow 
impatient of the dreary task ; and though love and 
anxiety remain undiminished, his mind will own to 
itself a creeping in of irresistible selfishness, which, 
indeed, he may be ashamed of, and struggle to 
reject, but which, despite of all his efforts, remains 
to characterize his nature, and prove, in one instance, 
at least, his manly weakness. But see a mother, 
a sister, or a wife, in his place ! The woman feels 
no weariness, and owns no recollection of self. In 
silence, and in the depth of night, she dwells not 
only passively, but so far as the qualified term may 
express our meaning, joyously. Her ear acquiring 
a blind man's instinct, as, from time to time, it 
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oatdied the slightest stir, or whisper, or breath, of 
the now more than ever loved one, who lies under 
the hand of human affliction. Her step, as in obe- 
dience to an impulse or a signal, would not waken 
a mouse ; if she speaks, her accents are a soft echo 
of natural harmony, most delicious to the sick 
man's ear, conveying all that sound can convey of 
pity, comfort, and devotion ; and thus, night after 
night, she tends him like a creature sent from a 
higher world, when all earthly watchfulness has 
fiiiled; her eye never winking, her mind never 
palled, her nature, which, at all other times, is 
weakness, now gaining a superhuman strength and 
magnanimity, Aer^e^ forgotten, and her sex alone 
predominant." 

But as woman's mission is, in an especial sense, 
one of charity, love is, above all things, essential 
to its right performance. Here, again, I will give 
a long quotation from Monod's beautiful work : 

** But in speaking of love, it is less the degree 
than the character which is of importance. Love,' 
as we have before said, is the very essence of 
woman's existence. But what love % Let her re- 
flect, and she wUl find that it is precisely that love 
which predisposes her for the vocation of benefi- 
cence prescribed for her by the Scriptures. There 
are two kinds of love — ^love which receives, and 
love which gives. The former rejoices in the sen* 
timent winch it inspires, and the sacrifice it obtains ; 
the second delights in the sentiment which it expe^ 
rienoes, and the sacrifice which it makes. These 
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tiro kinds of love seldom suVsist apart, and woman^ 
knows them both. Bat is it too mneh to saj, that 
in her the second predominates? and that her 
motto, borrowed from the spontaneous love of her 
Savtoar is, ' It is more blessed to give than to le- 
oeive.' — ^Acts zx. 33. 

'^ To be loved ! This, we well know, is the joy< 
of a woman^s heart ; bat, alas ! how often is this joj 
denied her ! Yet let her continue to loYe-—ta con- 
secrate herself bj love; it is the exig^icy of her 
soul — ^the very law of her existence ; a law which 
nothing can ever hinder her from obeying, 

'^ Man, also, is no stranger to this feeling ; he, 
too, must love ; but his is the love in which St 
Paul sums up the obligations imposed upon the 
husband in conjugal life. 'Husbands, love your 
wives,' even as he sums up the duties of submis- 
sion on the part of the wife : * Wives, obey your 
husbands.' But what we are treating of h^re, is 
not the obligation, nor the faculty : it is the indi* 
nation to love. 

'' Love, it must be remembered, is less sponta- 
neous — ^less disinterested among men than among 
women. Less spontaneous : man is often obliged 
to conquer himself, in order to love; woman need 
only listen to the dictates of her innate feelings. 
Hence, Scripture, which frequently commands ' the 
husband to love,' abstains from giving this com- 
mand to the wife, taking it for granted that nature 
herself would supply the injunction. 

"Moreover, the love of woman is more disinter* 
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ested. • Man loves woman more for his own sake 
thftn for hers ; woman, on the contrary, loves man 
less for her own sake than for his. Man, because 
he is not sufficient in himself, loves that which has 
been given him of God ; woman, because she feels 
that she is needed, loves him to whom God has 
given her. If solitude weighs heavily upon man, 
it is because life has no charms for him when sep- 
arated from his helpmeet ; if woman dreads living 
alcme, it is because life has lost its aim, while she 
has none to whom she can be ' an helpmeet.' Of 
her it may be said, if we may be permitted to make 
the comparison, in the emphatic language of Scrip- 
ture, ' We love her, because she first loved us.' " 

If such, then, be woman's mission, and who will 
deny or question it, then how immensely important 
is it that this should be well understood, and that she 
should be properly trained to perform it well. But 
is this reality understood, and is education so cour 
ducted as to qualify woman for her mission ? It rc: 
quires little knowledge of modem society to answer 
these questions in the negative. 

Parents, and especially mothers, ye who have 
daughters, to you appertains the serious, and delib- 
erate, and prayerful consideration, of this momentous 
and deeply interesting subject. Look upon those 
girls whom Providence has committed to your care, 
and say to yourselves, " I very distinctly perceive, 
and as impressive!)^ feel, the importance of the fe- 
male character on account of its influence upon the 
well-being of society. And it is clear to me, that 
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irmiMm's is a domestie nuasioii, iHiidi is to a^ol 
society tiurongh the medivm of fiunOj inflnenoe. 
As she fills up her place with wisdom and propriety, 
so will she jmxnote the w^-beii^ of the commn^ 
nit J. Nor is it society <H>ly9 hot the Chuxch (^ 
Christy that is conoanied in, and promoted hy, the 
female diaracter. Now, / haTe daughters, who 
must contribute their share of influofice to the pob* 
lie weal or woe. How shall they be educated, so 
as best to fulfill ikeir misdon, should they be called 
to preside over the domestic economy ? It depends 
much upon me^ whether they fiiil or succeed in (Jus 
their mission.". These are appropriate, weighty, snd 
necessary r^ections, and they peculiarly belong to 
mothers. To them, I say, in all your conduct never 
let these thoughts and views be long out of your 
minds. Look beyond the drawing-rooms of your 
friends, where your daughters are to be sometimes 
$een^ perhaps shown. Look higher than to get them 
married, even weU married. Take into account 
their being well qualified to fulfill their mission. 
Set them before you as the fiiture heads of a domes- 
tic establishment, and prepare them to preside over 
it with dignity and effixaency. 

How much in modem education is calculated, if 
not intended, rather to prepare our females to dazzle 
in the circle of fashion and the gay party, than to 
shine in the retirement of home. To polish the ex* 
terior by what are called accomplishments, seems 
to be more the object, than to give a solid substrsr 
tum of piety, intelligence, good sense, and sodid 
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NeTer was a subject less understood than 
QD. To store the memory with facts, or to 
te the taste for music, singing, drawing, lan- 
, and needle-work, are the ultimatum with 
The use of the intellect in the way of deep 
on, sound judgment, accurate discrimii^tion, 
taught as it should be ; while the direction of 
11, the cultiyation of the heart, and the forma- 
f the character, are lamentably neglected. 
;k not the sacrifice of any thing that can add 
and elegance, and ornament, to the feminine 
ter; but we do want incorporated with this, 
>f what is masculine in knowledge and wisdom, 
aat to see womw educated not to be man's 
ling, but his companion. We want to see her 
^d with something higher and better than 
lable littlenesses, elegant trifles, and fascinating 
We want her to be fitted to hold fast her 
id's heart by the esteem he bears for her judg- 

to inspire the confidence and reverence of 
ildren, and in that home where her potent in- 
) is felt, to train up men and women who shall 

the strength and glory of the nation, 
bis, let mothers be assisted by those to whom 
itrust the education of their daughters when 
ass from their hands. It is melancholy to 
)f the incompetency of a large portion of those 
>m the education of females is intrusted, 
ittle has it ever occurred to many of them to 
> into woman's mission : what is necessary to 

ib»m for it, and how they shall aid her in 
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obtaining this fitness. How rarely does it oome 
within their oomprehensdon that it is their duty, and 
should be their stady, not only to give knowledge, bat 
wisdom ; not only to train the performer, the artist, 
or the linguist, but to lay the foundation of the char- 
acter of the sincere Christian, the intellig^it wcmi- 
an, the prudent wife, the judicious mother, the saga- 
cious mistress, and the useful member of society. 

And if in a sermon to women, and when I am 
addressing mothers, th^re be no impropriety in 
turning aside for a few moments to addr^s myself 
as well to Others, I would say to them, studj 
deeply, and ponder much the momentous import- 
ance of THK DOMESTIC CONSTITUTION. In the pres- 
ent age, how much has been said and written re- 
specting improvements in society ; but never let it 
be forgotten that all radical improvement must 
commence in the homes and at the hearts of our 
families. All inquiries how best to cure existing 
evils, or to supply existing defects, which do not 
begin here, will be superficial in their nature, and 
unsatisfactory in their results. It is in the correct 
understanding of the nature of parental obligations, 
and right discharge of the duties of man and wife 
toward each other and their children, that the chief 
restorative remedy for the diseases of a nation must 
be sought, as well as the best meatis of preserving 
its health. Institutions may be set up to aid or to 
supplement a father's efforts, or to alter the nature, 
or widen the sphere of woman's mission ; and an 
artifidal state of social life may be produced, va^ 
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hished and glittering with the showy devices of 
human wisdom, but it will be found in the end, 
that the purposes of the God of nature, the Great 
Author of human society ,^ can not be frustrated ; 
and that the parent must still be regarded as the 
educator of the child, and home the school for the 
formation of character. 

And here I would remind you of your privileges 
as Protestants, in having no in trader thrusting him- 
self into your families, or exerting, without coming 
there, through the medium of the cotifesgional, and 
from behind the parent's chair, an influence greater 
than that of the parent's, whether father or mother, 
A French writer thus depicts the homes of his coun- 
try : *• The question is about our fiimily — that sacred 
asylum in which we all desire to seek the repose of 
the heart. We return, exf^austed, to the domestic 
hearth ; but do we find there the repose we sigh 
for? Let us not dissemble, but acknowledge to 
ourselves how things are. There is, in our family, 
a sad difference of sentiment, and the most serious 
of all. We may speak to our mothers, wives, and 
daughters, on any of the subjects which form the 
topics of conversation, with indifferent persons, 
such as business, or the news of the day ; but never 
on subjects that affect the heart, or moral life, such 
as eternity, religion, the soul, and God ! Choose, 
for instance, the moment when we naturally feel 
disposed to meditate with our family in common 
thought, some quiet evening, at the family table ; 
venture even there — in your own house — at your 
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own fireride— fta aay <me word aboat these tU^: 
jour mothelr sadlj shakes her head ; your wife con* 
tradicts you; your daughter, by her very sileixc6| 
shows her disapprobation. They are on one side 
of the table, and you on the other, alone. One would 
think that in the midst of them, and opposite to 
you, was seated an invisible personage to contradict 
whatever you may say." This scene the auth9r can 
not forget. He recurs to it once more : ^^ You en- 
ter a house in the evening, and sit down at the 
Ikmily table; <Hie thing will almost, always strike 
you: the mother and daughters are, together, of 
one and the; same opmion, on one side, while the 
fiither is on the other, and alone. What does this 
meani It means that there is some one man at hi^ 
table whom you do not see, to contradict and give 
the lie to whatever the lather may utter."* 

* " Priestfl, Women, and Families,'* by Michelet. There 
are many opinions in this work, of which I can not, for a 
moment, be supposed to approve, but is not this view of tke 
domestie seonomy in France too trae ? According to this 
cnlkar, tittrt^antfmore than 620,000 girls training j^ by 
amSf, under tbe direction, too, of men, themselves unmar* 
ried, and therefore grossly ignorant of what a family is. 
To these he adds 200,000 boys, 6,000 sisters of charity, and 
myriads of women. AH these youths, it will be remem* 
bered, are b«t sitfgle bi'anches, yoimg and tender ones, too* 
uaaaturally torn; firom their parent stem or family tree. 
Thus the domestio hearth of eyery home is daily infested by 
the intrusion of one man, strangely styled the director, 
or spirtual guide ! The individual whom we are accustom- 
•d to regard as the head of the house— the fkther—is treat* 
ed liy the iatradar as a egjfher. In his absentee, dourt if 
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• Nofs^oold young females themselves be kept in 
^ooiiince of woman's mission. Their future desti- 
ny, as stated in the last sermon, should sometimes, 
hy a wise mother or an able governess, be set before 
tiiem; and they themselves remii»}ed how much 
win be needed on their part, to prepare themselves 
for their future lot. They must be reminded that 
above and beyond accomplishments, there is cfaarw 
act^ to be formed, which never can be done with* 
oat their own aid. They must be early impressed 
— not indeed in a way to inflate their vanity, but to 
exd^ thdr ambition, to stimulate their enei^ies^ 
and to direct their aim — ^that they have a mission 
on earth, for which it becomes them most anxiously 
and most diligently to prepare themselves. Let it 
be your constant aim, and at the same time your 
earnest prayer, that you may first of all thoroughly 
understand your mission, and then diligently prepare 
for it, and hereafter as successfully fulfiil it. Look 
round, and see what women commend themselves 
most to your judgment as worthy of imitation. You 
will see some, perhaps, in whom, as Momod says^ 

paid to the mother — the weaker vessel—and what is tmly 
melancholy as well as singular, we are expressly assured, 
the father is generally aware that these men are hrmg- 
ing up his ehiMren against himself! A more &tal inya* 
•ion of God's own domestio constitution has never bem 
framed and so shamefully aocomplished. It resembles th^ 
recorded origin of all evil. Here is the serpent once more 
beguiling Eve through his subtlety. This intruder on for- 
bidden ground must prove ' the canker-worm of many a 
gentle breast."—- Ajiihbiuion's DomettU CoHtti^Hon. 
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reserTB has d^enerated into supineness, activity into 
restleflsness, vigilance into curiosity, tact into can- 
ning, penetration into censoriousness, promptitude 
into levity, fluency into loquacity, grace into co- 
quetry, taste into fastidiousness, aptitude into pre- 
sumption, influence into intrigue, empire into domi- 
nation, and tenderness into morbid susceptibility; 
some whose power of loving is converted into jeal- 
ousy ; and their desire of usefulness into obtrusive- 
ness. From such turn away, as from examples in 
which the best qualities are metamorphosed into the 
worst. And equally avoid those whose whol^ aim 
seems to be to amuse and be amused ; whose vanity 
is predominant, even in matronly age ; and who ap 
pear, in their taste for gayety, company, and enter- 
tainments, to forget that they have any mission upon 
earth, except to flutter in a drawing-room, and -to 
dazzle its guests. On the contrary, select for your 
models those who seem to be aware of woman's 
destiny and mission, as a helpmeet for mak. 

If in closing a sermon, already too long, I may 
suggest a few things which, in preparing to fulfill well 
your future mission, it is of importance you should 
attend to, I would mention the following : 

Deeply ponder, that character for life is usually 
formed in youth. It is the golden season of life, 
and to none more truly and eminently so than to 
the young woman. Her leisure, her freedom from 
care, and her protected situation, give her the oppor- 
tunity for this, which it is her wisdom and her duty 
to consider, embrace, and improve. 
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It is (tf imtnense oonsequence you shoidd oonslder 
that wfaosoever may help yoa, and whatever a|^li- 
ttices from without may be brought to bear upcm 
your mind and heart, you must, to a considerable 
extent) be the constructor of your own dumcter. 
Set out in life with a deep couvicticm of the momen* 
tous consequence of self-discipline. Let your mind, 
your heart, your conscience, be the chief object of 
your solicitude. 

Lay the basis of ail your excellences in true re* 
ligion — the religion of the heart — the religion at 
penitoiee, fiuth in Christ, love to God, a holy and 
keavenly mind. No character can be w^-con* 
strocted, safe, complete, beautiful, or usefol, without 
this. 

Cultivate those dispositions of mind which have 
eqiedal re^remee to your future mission as the hd^ 
meet for man« Improve your mind, and grow in 
xntelligMice by a thirst for knowleege ; for how can 
sn ignorant woman be a companion for a sensible 
man 1 Oierish a thoughtful, reflective turn of mind. 
Look b^ieath the surface of tMngs ; beyond their 
present aspect to their future consequeaees. Be 
somewhat meditative, and learn to restrain your 
words and feelings by a rigid self-control. Pay 
most anxious attention to your temper^ and acquire 
as much as possible its perfect X)ommand. More 
women are rendered miserable, and render otiiera 
miserable, by neglect of this than perhaps by any 
othfM' mean9 whatever. Let meekness of diiposi* 
tion and gentleness of manner be a constant^tudy. 

10* 
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TliMe are woman's amiabilities, wbioh fit her for her 
future situation far better than die bold, imposiDg, 
and obtrusive airs of those who mistake the secret 
of woman's influence. 

Contentment and patience, self-denial and submis- 
sion, humility and subordination, prudence and dis- 
cretion, are all virtues, the seeds of which should, 
be sown by you in early youth, that the rich ripe 
fruits of them might be gathered in future life. 
Benevolence of heart, and kindness of disposition, 
must be among your foremost studies, the most 
prominent objects of your pursuit and most laborious 
endeavors, for these are the virtues which in thdr 
maturity are to form the matronly excellenee, and 
constitute you the fit companion for a husbaad. 

Make accomplishments subordinate to more sub- 
stantial excellences. Let the former be to the latter 
only as the burnish of the gold, or the sparkle of 
the diamond. And as matters of mental taste are 
to be less thought of than the state of the heart and 
the formation of moral character, so let especially 
corporeal decorations be in low estimation compared 
with those of the mind. 

To prepare you to carry out the duties of your 
future mission with ease to yourself, with satisfto- 
tion to a husband, and comfort to a household, pay 
attention to the minor virtues — ^punctuality, love of 
order, and dispatch. These are all of immense im- 
portance : the want of them in the female head of 
a &m]ly, must necessarily fill the home with confu- 
sion, and the hearts of its inmates with sadness. 
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Set out in life with a deep conviction of the import- 
ance of habits, and a constant recollection that habits 
for life are formed in youth ; and that these habits, 
if not acquired then, are never likely to be. 

Aim at universal excellence. Do little things 
well. Avoid with extreme dread a loose, slovenly, 
and careless way of doing any thing proper to be 
done. 

Young Women, your whole future life will illus- 
trate and confirm the truth and propriety of this 
advice, either by the comfort and usefulness which 
result from attending to it, or by the personal and 
reiative misery which will inevitably follow, from 
yocnr casting it into oblivion. It is in this way only 
jovL can fulfill with effect that which it has been the 
object of this discourse to set before you — Wom- 
ax's Mission in Social Life. 



"'* — — ■ - — - - im -iiiini gill iiMa g 1 iMJiMM*. iii.i»« _ «> i f ^ ' 



\ 



€atli| /tmsU ^^. 



"I love them that love me : and those that eeelc me 
early ahall find me."— PBOVB11B8 viil. 17. 

Is tJie world of nature, we are now passing 
tinroagh the vernal quarter of the year. Springi 
lovely, animating spring, is shedding its reviving 
and gladdening smiles upon us. It is always a 
season of beauty, ''For lo! the winter is past, th$ 
rain is over and gone ; the flowers appear on the 
earth ; the time of the singing of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in the land." Na- 
ture stands forth dressed in her garb of living green, 
decorated with the chaste colors, and perfumed with 
the mild fragrance of the violet, the -primrose, and 
the cowslip. It is a season of joy as well as 
beauty; recovered from the gloom of wintry 
months, the earth smiles, and is vocal with delight. 
The feathered songsters of the grove blend their 
notes with the lowing of the herds and the bleating 
of the flocks ; and the harmony is completed by the 
joyful sounds of the husbandman, and the gentle 
swell of the ocean breaking mildly upon the shore. 
But it is also a season of activity, as well as of love- 



! 



XARLT FBMAI.X PUTT. 117 

lioess and delight. The fanner is buay in his 
fields, the flonst in his green-house, and the horti- 
culturist in his garden ; and the torpor produced hj 
short days and cold nights is succeeded by univer- 
sal motion : for full well is it known and felt, that 
a seedless spring must be followed by a fruitless 
autumn. Hope adds the finishing mark, the stroke 
of grace, to vernal scenes. The blade springing 
from the well-cultivated soil, and the blossom pend- 
ant from the well-pruned tree, give the promise 
and prospect of the future crop. 

And what is youth but the vernal period of ex- 
istence ; it is the season of beauty and of joy ; it 
thould be the season of activity and of hope. It is 
now that the beauty of the human form is in all its 
untainted fredlmess, and the spirits of our animal 
nature are in all their unchecked vigor. And it 
should be now that all the energies of the soul are 
put forth in the way of self-improvement, to awaken 
the hopes, not only of their possessor, but of every 
observer. Do, my young friends, thus look abroad 
upon the field of nature ; not only to. poetize, but 
to moralize ; not only to admire, but to imitate ; 
not only to feel the throb of pleasure and thrill of 
delight, but to learn lessons of wisdom, and collect 
motives for self-improvement. You are, then, tn- 
deed you are, passing through your moral spring, 
and as in nature, so in your existence, there can be 
but one spring in the year ; and in each case, it is 
the spring that will give the character to the whole 
of the year that follows. It is then the seeds of in- 
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telligeaoe, of prudenco, of Yirtae, of piet j must \» 
sown, or tiiere will be no produce in the afte^perioda 
of your history. A seedless spring must here also 
be followed by a fruitless autumn, and a destitute, 
dreary, and cheerless winter. 

This sermon is devoted to the enforcement of 
early piety. 

Your first concern — and deep, indeed, should that 
concern be — ^is, of course, to understand the nature 
of real religion. This is of momentous importanea. 
No language can exaggerate it. There can be UQ 
hyperbole here. Upon a right understanding of 
this subject is suspended your happiness for eter- 
nity. Ponder that word stkrnitt, and think of the 
millions of millions of ages, passing comprehension, 
it includes ; all to be filled with torment or blisfsi, 
according as you understand and practice, or inis* 
take the nature and neglect the claims of true relig* 
ion. Should not this awaken solicitude of the 
deepest kind ? What should increase the concern 
of your mind to deep solicitude, and almost to dis^ 
tress, is that both our Lord and his apostles lead us 
to believe, by what they have said, that mistakes on 
this subject are very common and very destructive, 
as you may learn by consulting the following pas* 
sages of Holy Scripture: Psalm czxxix. 23, 24; 
Matt. vii. 13-28 ; 1 Cor. xiii. ; 2 Ck)r. xiii. 5-7 J 
GaJ.iv. 11-18; vi. 3-5. 

To guard against mistakes, go to the right source 
of information ; consult the only infallible orade-* 
the Word of God. You have the Bible in your 
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bull'; aeardi ihatr— <esrch it yourselves, and for 
70EUfselYes« Do not be satisfied with merely con- 
lulting m^s works, but consult God's own Word. 
All diurohies, wfaaterer thej may boast, may err, 
kaiv$ erred, and have no authority or ability to set- 
tle tMs matter for you. Creeds aad catechisms, 
prayer-books and missals, formularies and confes- 
BOBS, are none of them pure truth ; this appertains 
only to llie Bible. The Bible, the Bible alone, is 
the religion of Christhms. Not that I would have 
you reject the help of these things, but only their 
suthority. A humble, docile mind will be thank- 
M lor human aid iu the great business of religion. 
There is a medium between despising assistance 
SDd so depending upon it as to cast off all sel^ 
Biquiry. The pert and flippant self-sufficiency 
vhich would lead a young woman to neglect, much 
more despise, the judgment of those who have stud- 
ied ihe Word of God more closely than it is possi- 
Ue she can have done, and whose calling it is to 
teach it, is no proof of that humility which is one 
of the brightest ornaments of her sex. It can not, 
therefore, be my intention to teach young females 
to think lightly of ministers and books, in the mo- 
mentous concerns of religion; but simply to re- 
mind them of their duty to search the Scriptures 
IcHT themselves, by which authority all books and all 
QunisterB are to be tried. 

Before we come to this source of information on 
Aenature of religion, we may just remark that there 
ar0 one or two tldngs which we may presume be- 
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forehand must of neoesdiy diaitu^rize it^ ^noe 
religion has first of all and chiefly to do with God, 
and since God can and does r^ard, seardi, and 
judge the heart — the true seat of religion must be 
the heart It is not a mere outward thing — a round 
of ceremonies — or a course of tminteHigent acticHU 
The soul must be religious ; our whole inner sel^ 
the intellect — ^the will — ^the afiections — ^the oonscip 
enoe — ^mu^ be under the influence of piety. Mark 
this: there must be thought — choice — affection^-- 
conscientiousness. Again, whatever be true relig- 
ion, it must primarily relate to Qod^ and must of 
necessity be a right state of mind and heart toward 
him. It must ali^ be to its possessor a ywj seri- 
ous, solemn, important matter ; it supposes great 
concern, for it is an affkir for salvation — eternity — 
heaven. It must make a very diflerent kind of 
diaracter from that of the person who is not living 
under its influence. It is too great a matter to 
leave no mark, to produce no impressicm, to iorm 
no peculiarity. So that we may be sure while it 
lives properly in the heart, it will develop itself 
visibly in the outward character. 

With these ideas, which are at once obvious, in* 
structive, and impressive, let us open the New Tes- 
tament and see what descriptions of religion we 
find there ; and we beg your very closest attention 
to them, as in the presence of God and the proi^ect 
of eternity. The ifK>st]e Paul, in setting fbrth the 
subject and substance of his ministry, describes it 
thus : *< Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
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Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ" — ^Acts xx. 21. This, then, is 
true religion — repentance and faith. If we turn to 
the Gospel by John, we read thus : " But as many as 
received Him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name ; which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God" — Chap. i. 12, 13. This is also repeated in 
the third chapter: "Jesus answered, Verily, ver- 
ily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water 
and of the spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom 
of God." This is religion, a hew spiritual birth; 
or, in other words, an entire spiritual renovation of 
our fallen and corrupt nature. Then, again, we may 
quote the apostle's words in that beautiful chapter on 
diarity : " And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three ; but the greatest of these is charity" — 1 Cor. 
xiii. 13. This also is religion — -faith^ hope, love. 
Similar to this is his language in his Epistle to the 
Galatians: "For in Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision ; but 
faith which worketh by love" — Chap. v. 6. This 
is an immensely important passage, as showing 
that no outward ceremonial observances or church 
relationship constitute religion ; but a true, simple 
faith in Christ for salvation ; producing love to God, 
to man, to holiness. This accords with what our 
Lord said, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great command- 
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ment. And the second is like unto it, Tlion slialt 
love'^thy neighbor as thyself. On these two cdm- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets" — 
Matt. xxii. 37-40. Then, again, the apostle said, 
*^ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world ; look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great Grod and bur Saviour Jesus Quist ; 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works" — ^Titus ii. 11-14. 
As marking the solicitude which characterizes true 
religion, we may refer to Acts xvi. : *' And brought 
them out, and said. Sirs, what must I do to bb 
SAVED 1" And what was Paul's answer 1 '^ Bklixtb 
ok the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
Observe, then, from these passages, what is re- 
ligion and its usual order 1 True conviction of sin; 
deep solicitude about pardon and salvation; con- 
fession of sin, without defense, excuse, or pallL 
ation ; genuine repentance ; self-renunciation ; &ith 
in Christ, or a simple reliance on him for salvati<m ; 
the new birth, or an entire change of our corrupt 
nature ; love to God, leading to obedience of his 
commands; and a holy life, a serious observance 
of all the ordinances of religion, including baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. Are these things so ? Is 
this the description of religion given us in the New 
Testament? Who will pretend to deny it? Search 
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for yourselves ! You will see at once how this an- 
swers to the general description of it previously 
given, as a thing of the heart — ^a right state of mind 
toward God — ^a matter of deep concern to the mind 
that possesses it — and making an obvious distinc- 
tion between him who has it and him who has it 
not. 

You are in danger, my young friends, from the 
female temperament — ^from your sensibility, sus* 
oeptibility, and imaginativeness — of having your 
minds led astray on the subject of religion, and of 
considering it rather as a matter of feeling than of 
principle — as belonging rather to the emotions than 
to the judgment and the will. ' You are liable to 
be seduced from the truth by appeals to the senses 
and the imagination, with which the spurious relig- 
ion of the present day abounds. But I again say, 
search the New Testament and judge for yourselves, 
and say what do you find there about tasteful archi- 
tecture, gorgeous ceremonies, splendid dresses, 
sacerdotal assumptions, sacred days, either of fast- 
ing or festivity, church authority, or even of the 
prevalence of devotional observances over moral 
duties. What you find everywhere is faith, love, 
peace, hope, holiness ; a religion of which devotion 
w, indeed, an element ; but only one out of many ; 
being ever associated with self-government, consci- 
entiousness, social excellence, and charity. Nor is 
the religion of the New Testament merely ,that 
state of mind which is moved by a pathetic sermon, 
which melts at the Lord's Supper, or is excited by 
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the picturesque appeals of a missionary meetiog. 
Beliglon has to do, I know, ^-ith oar tcJiole nature, 
and therefore with its emotional part; but tben, 
the d^ree of sensibility so much depends upon 
physical constitution, that excitability by religious 
ordinances is far less to be depended upon as a test 
of personal godliness, than a rigid self-government, 
a resolute will in the way of righteousness, and a 
tender conscientiousness, carried on in obedience to 
the Divine authority, and under a constraining 
sense of the love of Christ. None are more in 
danger, therefore, of selfdelusion on this subject 
than yourselves. 

I may now lay before you the obligations you 
are under to possess, and ever to cultivate and act 
under the influence of such a religion as this. I 
say obligations. This is a stern, hard word, but 
not too much so. The subject is pressed down 
upon your judgment, heart, will, and conscience, by 
all the weight and power of a divine authority. 
Religion is not one of those matters which are sub- 
mitted to your option, for which, if you have a 
taste, well; and if not, still well. Nor are you 
left to form your own religion, and to select for 
yourself just in what form you will please God and 
find your way to heaven. This is the dangerous 
delusion of many in the present day. It is all well 
enough, they think, to be religious after some 
fashion ; but each must adopt his own way of serv- 
ing God. Upon this principle of resolving it all 
into taste, the person of no religion, if his taste be 
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tluit, waj, is on nearlj the same footing as he whose 
religion is simply according to his own liking. The 
truth must be told, and told plainly, too, that there 
is but one religion, and that is the religion of the 
Bible. To be pious at all, we must be pious in 
God's way. It would be a strange thmg if, when a 
master had given any strict, explicit, and even 
written orders to a servant, how he would be served, 
the servant should choose his own way of obedience, 
and set aside the directions he had received. In 
all honesty, therefore, I must tell you at once, harsh 
88 the declaration may seem, that without religion, 
and without the religion of the Bible, too, you will 
perish everlastingly. There is no way to heaven 
but by the religion of the Bible. " He that believ- 
6th on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him" — John iii. 86. 
These are awful words — ^they roll like thunder, and 
flash like lightning, not from Sinai, but even from 
Calvary, and they should be pondered by all who 
hear or read them. 

The obligations to a life of religion arise out of 
the relations in which you stand to God. He is 
your Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor, and you 
are his creatures, his dependents, and his benefici- 
aries. You feel, my young friends, your obliga- 
tions to your parents, arising out of your relation 
to them. As a child, you feel bound to love, and 
serve, and please them. What ! and not feel your 
raJaticwi to God, which is a thousand times more 
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close than that of your connection with them! 
Yes, yoii sustain an individual relationship to Grod. 
Do you consider this? Have you considered it? 
Have you ever yet, in devotit seriousness, said. 
What and where is God, my Maker? What do I 
owe him, and how should I conduct myself toward 
him ? Is God the only relation you should leave 
out of consideration, and forget? Did you ever 
yet, in all your life, devoutly ponder this relation- 
ship to God, and the claims which it brings ? Why, 
if he had never commanded you to love and serve 
him, you ought to do so, on account of this rela- 
tionship. But he has commanded it. Your Bible 
is his demand upon you. It is God's voice enjoin- 
ing you to be truly, and constantly, and consistently 
religious. It is his formal, explicit, frequently, and 
solemnly-repeated claim. Its injunctions com- 
mand — ^its invitations allure — ^its promises encour- 
age — its threatenings warn — ^its judgments alarm 
you, to be truly pious. It is given to teach you 
what religion is, how it is to be practiced, and how 
it wUl be rewarded. 

And then this is all addressed toyow. Religion 
is not merely the concern of the. middle-aged and 
the old, but of the young ; not of the other sex 
only, but of yours. Indeed, it has ever flourished 
more among persons of your sex and age than 
among any other class. To imagine it is only the 
business of old age and a death-bed, is an insult 
both to it and to God. Ought he not to have the 
first and the best of our days ? Should he be pot 
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a the dregs of life 1 Will you dare entertain 
a idea as offering those dying remains of ex- 
I, that are of no service for any thing else— 
'use gf sin, Satan, and the world 1 Does not 
ear tremble at such a thought, and your gen- 
f scorn it, and your sense of gratitude recoil 
it? 

ill now advance some motives by which early 
may be enforced upon you, some persuasives 
luce you to submit to its influence, 
as, that you should need them ! Think of its 
told to the angels in heaven, that mortals 
earth need to be urged by inducements to 
serve, and glorify that God whose service is 
be their bliss, their honor, and their reward, 
ever, you do need them, and they are at hand, 
ere are motives which apply to you in commoti 
the other sex. Such, for instance, as the na* 
3f religion itself. What for dignity, for hap- 
s, for honor, can be compared with it 1 What 
ituted the glory of unfallen woman in Para- 
Religion. It was her piety toward God 
nvested Eve, before she had spoiled the beauty 
ir soul, with her brightest charms. Conceive 
T, bending in lowly reverence, in ardent afFec- 
and in ineffable gratitude, before the throne 
od ; passing with holy dread and averted eye 
ree of knowledge, to feed upon the fruit which 
upon the tree of life, and hold communion 
her husband in that sacramental type and 
;e of immortality. Not a thought, or feeling, 
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or volition was then in oppo»tion to God. She 
heard his voice in the garden, and hasted to meet 
'him. Now religion is intended to bring you back 
as near to that state as our fallen nature in this 
sinful world will admit of. Yes, religion was the 
repose of her happy and holy spirit, of which the 
fall deprived her, and which it is the design of the 
whole scheme of redemption to restore to her 
daughters as well as to her sons. True, your relig- 
ion must have some ingredi^its which hers before 
her lapse had not ; but in so far as it consists in the 
service of God, it is the same in substance. Look 
up into heaven, and what constitutes the felicity and 
glory of the blessed inhabitants of that happy 
world ? Is not religion the beauty of every spirit 
made perfect — the ephod in which every seraf^ 
ministers before the throne of the Eternal 1 But 
to judge of the real dignity, honor, and felicity of 
true religion, hear what our Divine Lord said. On 
one occasion, "A certain woman of the company 
lifted up her voice^ and said unto him. Blessed is 
the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou ' 
hast sucked." And who does not justify this con- 
gratulation to that distinguished woman, to whom 
was granted the honor of being the mother of the 
Saviour of the world] What woman on earth 
would not have esteemed such an honor infinitely 
higher than to have been the queen of the whole 
earth 1 • And yet what was the reply of Christ? 
"Yea, rather blessed are they that hear the Word 
of God, and keep it"— Luke xi. 27, 28. " Yea,, 
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she is to be congratulated; but still higher is the 
honor of being a child of God by true piety, than 
the abstract honor of being the mother of Christ 
without it." Beautiful is the language of Quesnel, 
tiie pious Jansenist, on this passage: "The holy 
Virgin is not blessed in having borne Christ on any 
other account; but only because he, being much 
more holy than the holiest of saints, made her 
worthy to be his mother by sanctifying her. Christ 
does not blame the woman for praising his" mother, 
but he completes it by intimating that her blessed- 
ness proceeded from her having borne the Son of 
God in her heart, even before she bare him in her 
womb." In other words, he declares her honor as 
a woman would have been of no account to her, 
but for her religion as a saint.* , 

Is it possible, my young female friends, to find a 
richer, loftier commendation of the dignity and 
felicity of true religion than this, which places those 
who possess it higher than the mere honor of giving 

* Could ftny language of our Lord hare tended more ef- 
ftQtnally to rebuke those preposterous and blasphemous 
honors to the Virgin, which are set up by the Papists ? It 
would seem as if, foreseeing all that the Church of Rome 
has accumulated of error and impiety in this way, he had 
determined in the most effectual and impressiye manner, to 
Avnish the antidote and refutation in this impressive lan- 
guage. Let any one study the spirit of this reply of Christ 
to the congratulation of the woman that blessed his mother, 
and say if it is not the most convincing answer which could 
be given to the dreadful system of Mariolatry, which pre- 
vails 80 extensively in that corrupt and apostate Church. 






birth to tbfi hnmanity of Giristl I wish yon aioift 
inteutiy to ponder this £aet of the goipel kktocj. 

In commoa witk the other aex, yoa also are liable 
to the stroke of deaths and therefore jaath Htay be 
the only time given, you to attend to this high ooft> 
oem ; so that if neglected th^i, it may be negiecled 
forever. In the pathetic and poetical language of 
Job, it is said^ '^ J£an cometh forth like a Jiowtr^ 
and U cui downT How impressive this ^nre of 
the frailty oi humanity ! Man is not like the oeder 
of Lebanon^ or the oak of the ^rest, that defies 
and oiitlive{» the storms of oentmies; no, nor tbe 
shrub of the mountain-side; nor even the flovefi 
watched by the gardeners care^ and proteetod by 
the greenhouse irom the &ost and hail, d« stona 
and rain \ but the flower expoeed to the ^omm of the 
eXaatattis^ and the viciasitudea of the weathtf, soon 
and easily destroyed by adverse infimneesL Such 
is humanity — tender, frail, and firagOe. How often 
have we seen some lovely fiower in cor gardeo, 
destined from its nature to live in full-blown beauty 
through a long sauomer, suddenly pteieed by tbe 
anows of frost, just when its bod was banting and 
<^pening its beauties to the sun and the eyes of the 
beholder, and then drooping its head upon its stalk, 
and gradually withering away. So also have we 
often seen some interesting female^ ^>parently de- 
signed to live long npon earth, smitten by oonsnmp- 
tion, at a time when all her powers of body and 
of mind were developing into womanhood, and 
wasting away by incurable disease, till death dosed 
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y and left ta weeping over this lovely 
', down in spring. What multitudes of 
1, withering flowers do we see every year ! 
, from some high place in the air, look 
» all the diambers of sickness only of this 
L, how many interesting young females 
I see stru^ling with disease, and sinking, 
id the tears of parents, beholding their 
hope thus incurably diseased ; and others j 
anguish of heart-stricken lovers thus wit- 
le flower cut down just when they expected 
lant it into their own garden of domestic 
Oh, painful reverse ! to sigh out the last 
mch a time, and under such circumstances ; 
the shroud instead of the bridal attire ; to 
to the tomb, instead of taking possession 
sgantly-fumished house ; and be gathered 
ongregation of the dead," instead of goii^ 
;ay circles of the living ! Does this never 
Alas, ye mourners ! your sighs and tears 
the aflirmative. Yes, and you, my young 
lay add to the numben Would you die 
eligion 1 No, you answer, not for a thou- 
Ids. Then why live another hour without 
lave it in a dying hour, you must seek it 
^nes. Few find it on the bed of death, 
gion shedding its luster on the tomb, and 
!» consolations into your bosom ; with the 
s of heaven drawing up your soul to its 
ivith a hope full of immortality impelling 
I the mansions of the just men made per- 
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feet) you will be able to tarn away £rom earA 
when it is holding out its brightest scenes to your 
view, and scarcely cast one longing, lingering look 
behind.* 

But should you live, as in all probability you 
will, still if you n^lect religion in youth, you will 
most likely neglect it forever. Th^*e is nothing 
in any case, and in reference to any thing, more 
likely to- perpetuate itself than neglect. Procias- 
tination grows, like other things, with indulgence. 
Nothing in all the wcNrld requires prompt decision 
■o much as religion. Nothing is more likely to be 
postponed forever, if postponed from the present 
moment. 1 have no doubt you intend to be pious. 
You would shudder at the idea of deliberately pur- 
posing and determining to abandon religion for- 
ever. It would appear to you the height ai impiety, 
a species of' blasphemy, to say, " I will nev^ be- 
come a Christian." Yes, and it is thus that Satan 
would dieat you out of your salvation. He will 
allow you to be as solemn, and serious, and even 
sincere in your intentions, as you please, to be relig- 
ious at some future time, if he can persuade you 
to put it off from the present moment " to a more 
convenient season." But you must l>e told that 
not one in a thousand of those who go through the 
period of youth amid Evangelical adyantages of re- 
ligion, and with a deliberate postponement of the 

* See an illustration of this in the appendix extracted 
from the author's little voluma, entitled, "The Flower 
Faded ; or, Memoir of Clementine Cavier.** 
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loattier to futurity, ever fulfill their purposes. Those 
who oome to womanhood, and collect around them 
tihe cares and anxieties of a wife, a mother, and a 
mistress, without religion, rarely ever find leisure 
or inclination for it in such circumstances. 

But I now go on to dwell on some motives and 
persuasions to early piety, which appertain with 
greater force to yowr sex than to the other, or, at any 
rate, to a large proportion of them. Consider, tiben, 
^§w,r nahiral temperament There can be no doubt 
that though religion is not exclusively, or princi- 
pally, it is partially a matter of emotion. In many 
•nffidrs of human conduct we are moved to action 
•partly by our feelings, even before the decisions of 
the judgment are made and deliberated upon. The 
h[ead should always move and lead the heart, but 
oftentimes the heart rouses and moves the head. 
The feelings are excited even when the judgment is 
only half-awake -and informed. This is, no :doubt, 
the case in religion. Your quicker sensibility, your 
softer nature, your tenderer heart, your greater 
imaginativeness, render you ever naturally more 
susceptible of pious impression. Eeligion contains, 
not only much that is stem, bold, sublime ; much 
that is truly logical and truly philosophical, which 
addresses itself to the judgment, but mueh that is 
pathetic, tender, really touching, that appeals to the 
heart. You are more easily moved to fear, and 
therefore the terrors of the Divine law have greater 
power to cause you to tremble. You are more 
readily excited to pity, sorrow, and love; and 
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therefore the gospel — ^that wondrous mixtare of 
sufiering, grief, and mercy — ^more powerfully stirs 
up your tender emotions, and calls into exercise 
your gentle affections. I do not forget that you 
partake of the common corruption of our nature, 
and that you also need the grace of the Holy Spirit 
for your conversion ; but still I contend, that so fiur 
as natural advantages are to be taken into considera- 
tion, the very temperament of your minds is in 
your favor. Hence it is, that so many more women 
are truly pious than men. It i^ not that the gos- 
pel is unworthy the more robust intellect of the 
other sex, but that it falls in more with the softer 
nature of yours. In jnost things the Grod of graoe 
seems to follow the order established by the God of 
nature; For you to neglect religion, therefore, 
seems a greater opposition to the very constitution 
of your ininds than even for the other sex. 

I may mention in reference to many of you, your 
theltered condition at home, and the protection you 
there enjoy. Your brothers must go out into the 
world, encounter its temptations, and be exposed to 
its mcH*al dangers. While they are iri peril of mak- 
ing shipwreck of faith and a good conscience on the 
troubled ocean of human life, there are you in the 
qui^ haven of a pleasant domicile. Or, tq change 
the metaphor, you are nestling under cover of a 
mother's wing, while they are left, in all their inex- 
perience and moral feebleness, to the attacks of birds 
of prey.. A young man's life, away from home, is 
alwaysi-but especially in these times, a periloiis 
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situation to his spiritual and eternal welfi^re. The 
eye of his father can not watch him, nor iiis, voice 
warn hini; but you are always under inspection, 
and the first synaptom of misconduct is observedy 
and calls forth expostulation. 

Besides this, at home t/ou enjoy, if the children 
of the godly, many religious advantages. There, 
the morning and evening sacrifice at the altar of 
family devotion is offered, in which you are called 
to join. There, you regularly accompany your pa- 
rents to the house of God, keep holy the Sabbath, 
and enjoy the other ordinances of social worship. 
There, you are guarded from the withering influence 
of evil companionship. How favorable is all this 
to the cultivation of piety. Should your heArt be 
inclined to serve the Lord, you have not to encoun* 
ter the jeers of scoffing associates, the poisoned ar* 
rows of infidel wit, or the sharp spears of profane 
humor. No hero or martyr-like moral courage is 
requisite to enable you to persevere in a .religious 
course, as is sometimes the case with your broth* 
ers ; on the contrary, every advantage will be af- 
forded you ; the stones will be gathered out of your 
path, and the narrow gate that leadeth to life will 
be widened. 

Nor is this all, for independently of parental vigi- 
lance and home-protection, your sex is less exposed 
to the assaults of those temptations which assail young 
men, conquer the virtue of so many, and- harden 
their hearts against the impressions of religioni A 
keen sense of female decorum has thrown a cover- 
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ing over yon. By oommon consent, a yidoqa irem- 
an is a more Yictons duoacter than a profligate many 
and henoe a more rare one. The prodigal son is, 
alas! no unfrequent character; but the prodigal 
daughter does not often occur. A tenth part of the 
criminalitj which some men commit who yet re- 
tain their place in respectable sodety, would banish 
woman from it forever. Hiat there is fiir too much 
of this toleration for the vices of our sex by the 
members of yours is certain, and does not speak so 
well fi>r even your r^ard for virtue as could be 
wished. But that there is too much tntolerance of 
the improprieties of female conduct, can not be ad- 
mitted. It is this high sense of female honor, this 
moral delicacy, this fastidious modesty, which are 
at once your glory and your protection. But then 
this very circumstance increases your resp<»isibi]ity. 
Tou are not hardened by crime into insensibility, 
nor confirmed by repeated acts of sin in guilty hab- 
its, nor petrified by infidelity into a stone-like in- 
difference to religious impressions. I^e moral sus- 
ceptibilities are not so blunted by long-continuei 
vicious courses as to leave no avenue open to the 
heart for the voice of warning. 

And then consider one thing more — your leisure. 
I now speak of females living at home with their 
parents, and not necessitated to earn their support 
by their own labor. Your time, except that which 
is put in requisition by a judicious mother for her 
assistance in household matters, is all your own. 
Tour brothers, whether at home or abroad, must of 
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necessity be much engaged in business. Their time 
is scarcely at their own command ; and too often 
ikas is felt, or at any rate pleaded, as an excuse for 
Beglecting the claims of religion — ^the salvation of 
die soul. You have no such excuse. Your time is 
so much at command that you can walk, or read, or 
work, or visit, at wilL Yes, you have so much leis- 
ure, that to get rid of time, which sometimes hangs 
heavy on your hand, some of you, I fear, squander 
hours a day upon useless labors of &ncy and taste. 
You, of all persons in our world, are the last who 
can say they have no time to think of eternity — ^no 
opportunity to seek for salvation. Is it possible 
you should overlook your present happy freedom 
from solicitude of almost every kind? You will, 
perhaps, at once think of the apostle's words: 
^' There is a difference between a wife and a virgin ; 
the unmarried woman careth for the things of the 
Lord, that she may be holy both in body and iu 
(^rit; but she that is married careth for the thing« 
of the world, how she may please her husband"— 
1 Cor. vii. 34. How much of instruction, warning, 
and advice is there in these few words. . The apos* 
tie did not intend to say what all unmarried females 
actually do; alas 1 we know that too many of them 
do not care to please the Lord ; but his meaning is, 
that in the absence of all the solicitudes of a wife, a 
toother, and a mistress, they have a most favorable 
opportunity to attend to the things that belong tp 
the soul. Ah, young woman, you can perhaps form 
some idea <^ what awaits you by seeing what has 
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eome upoli the head, the heart, and the hatida of 
your mother. With the most judidous domestie 
arrangementB, and a mind happily freed firom ex- 
oessive oare and troublous thoughts, how inoessaat 
are her cares, how exhausting of time, strength, and 
spirits, are her duties. She has no resting houra-^ 
no holiday seasons — no sabbatic leisure — ^bnt carei 
care, incessant care, is often her lot. Is this the 
lame, and are these the circumstances, to which yoB 
would postpone the consideration of the hi^ con- 
cern of religion t Is it amid such distractions <^ 
thought, and such perturbation of feeling, and sudi 
occupancy of time, you would begin the mom^itouB 
pursuit of salvation, and the sacred duties of relig-* 
ion f Why the real, yea the established and eminent 
CSiristian woman finds it as much as she can do U^ 
keep alive her piety amid so many perplexities and 
demands. And will you begin itthen 1 These re^ 
marks apply to all, even to those who have servants 
at command, but especially to those who have no 
such helps. Females of the laboring dass, how« 
with a mother's duties, will you be able to com- 
mence a religious life, with your unshared and sleeps 
less anxieties? Oh, let me say with an emfdiasis 
borrowed from what I have witnessed myself, '^ Be> 
member your Creator in the days of your youth." 
Halcyon season, did you but know it ! Improve it 
while it lasts. 

Dwell, my female friends, upon these rich advant* 
ages placed by the order of Providence within 
your reach. And their practical value and tenden<7 
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are evident in their results. How else shall we ao* 
OQUot foi: it that so much lai^er a number of the 
disciples of Qirist are found amoiig your se;x, than 
in the other 1 It is not, I. repeat, that there is in 
religion that which it is said better suits the intel* 
lect oT the weaker vessel than that of the stronger* 
This is a double insult, first of all to religion itself, 
as if it were adapted only to imbecility, and to you, 
as if that imbecility were yours. The circum- 
stances I have just stated will account for it, with- 
out supposing either that your minds or the proofii 
of revealed religion are weak. Heligion, which is 
^e glory of an archangel, and the very image of 
Qod, can never be below the dignity of man^ or un* 
worthy the attention of the mightiest intellect. If 
religion depended upon authority, a thousand times 
Qiore of lofly intellect has been arrayed on the sidQ 
of Christianity than has been marshaled against it, 
k addition to the circumstances mentioned above, 
to aocqunt fqr the prevalence of piety among your 
sex, I might mention that it would seem as if God 
had intended it for the greater humiliation of Satan, 
that as he triumphed over man by woman, so God 
would triumph over him by woman — ^that as she 
was the instrument of his success in the fall, she 
should be the instrument of his humiliation in re- 
demption ; that she who was the first to cpme un- 
der his yoke; should be the most eager to throw it 
oS, and thus his trophy be snatched from his hand; 
and his boast be rendered nugatory by the power 
of Him who came to bruise the serpent's head, an4 
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to destroy tlie woiks of the deviL But tfaeve it 
anotlier mark of the visdom (^ God in this arnuoge' 
ment^ which is» that as religion is so momentons to 
the interests of soeietj and the wel&re of immortal 
souls, the sex should be most inclined to it to 
whi<^ is consigned the first ibrmation of the human 
character. 

I will now set before you the bshisfitb whioh 
win aoenie to yoo from early piety. 

Are the blessings of religion itself nothing? For 
recollect, piety is not merely the performance d 
duties^ but also the enjoyment of benefits. This is 
too mudi forgotten, and the whole business of a 
holy life is regarded by many in something of the 
Ught of penance; or at any rate of a service some* 
what rigid and severe. If it were so, it would still 
be our wisdom to attend to it, since it is the only 
thing that can prepare us for heaven and eternity. 
That it is service, is very true ; but it is also a 
state of privilege. It is the service not of a slave, 
but of a child ; and with the duties of a diild, it 
brings also the privileges of a child. You have all 
your sins pardoned — ^your persons accepted of God 
—-your hearts renewed by r^eneraticoi, and your- 
selves brought into this new relation by ad<^tion. 
Dwell upon that one thought — ^a child of God! 
Can you conceive of any thing higher, greater, no- 
bler? Is the relation of an angel superior? To be 
able to say in the fullest, richest sense of the lan- 
guage, ^' Our Fatbkr which art in heapen*^ — to be 
the object of divine love, care, interest — to be inter- 
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Mted m all tbe priTileges of the divine, redeemedi 
aad beaveolj fiunUj ! Oh, 1117 young friends, is this 
noUnng 1 Li it not every thing 1 Many of you are 
orphans, and is it not blissful to say, *' When my 
&ther and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up?" Is it not a blessed thing to 
have him for the guide of your youth 1 Hear what 
Grod says : ^^ Wherefore, come out from among 
them, and I will be a &ther to you, and ye shall be 
my sons and my daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty." O hear his voice, accept his invitation, 
and oome into his &mily ! Hence it is we propose 
religion to you, not simply in the shape of duty ^ but 
of bUs9, Yes. It is another name for happiness : 
and can you be happy too soon? You want to be 
liappy. You are made for happiness, and are cap- 
able of it; and where will you find it? Pleasure 
saith, ^ It is not in me ;" and knowledge saith, '* It 
tt not in me." Bank, fashion, and wealth affirm, 
^We have heard the fame thereof with our ears," 
Bat religion saith, ** Ho ! every one that thirsteth^ 
oome ye to the fountain, and take of the water of 
life freely." Universal experience attests that pure 
and full satis&ction is not to be found for the soul 
of man in any of the possessions of this world; and 
if they were satisfying, they are all uncertain ; mere 
unsubstantial shadows, which flit before us and are 
lost. You have, perhaps, formed totally wrong 
conceptions of religion. "Happiness," you say^ 
"in religion! We can conceive of it as duty-^ 
somewhat severe, though incumbent duty ; but to 
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speak of religion yielding pleasure, is like suppos- 
ing the entrance of a ghost would increase the de- 
lights of a ball-room." Yes, I know it is in your 
imagination, or at least of some of you, a spectral 
form, muffled, sullen, and gloomy ; frightening the 
young by its awful look, petrifying them by its icy 
toudb, and casting over them its own gloomy 
shadow. Ah, no, you mistake it. On the con- 
trary, it is a seraph from the presence of Grod, light- 
ing on our orb, clad in robes of celestial beauty, 
radiant with beams of glory, shedding smiles of 
joy on this dark scene,' and echoing the angels' 
song, '' Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good will to men." That ministering spirit 
meets you, my female friends, just setting out in 
life, offers to be your guide, protector, and com- 
fiNTtei^ through all your perilous journey to eternity. 
Hear her voice as she beckons you to follow her: 
" If you are in danger, I will shield you ; if you are 
desolate, I will befriend you ; if you are poor, I 
will enrich you ; if you are sorrowful, I will com- 
fort you ; if you are sick, I will visit you ; in the 
dangerous walks of life, I will protect you ; in the 
agonies of death, I will sustain you ; and then, when 
your spirit quits its clay tabernacle, 1 will conduct 
you into the presence of Grod, where there is full- 
ness of joy, and place you at his right hand, where 
there are pleasures for evermore." And will you 
refuse such a friend 1 Will you turn away 
from such bliss 1 Religion, gloom, and melan- 
choly ! Yes, if Eden was a gloomy place. Ye% 
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ren be a region of sighs and tears. Yes, if 
made perfect and holy angels are dad in 
3th, and the song of the seraphim is changed 
le groan of despair. Oh, no, '* her ways are 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." 
duties are pleasant — her very sorrows are 
I with joys-^to say nothing of her privileges. 
rfaaps I may suggest, without at all intending 
ler a suspicion of your regard to virtue, or a 
bion upon your firm attachment to its rules, 
you may need religion in youth, to protect 
rom the moral dangers to which even females 
sposed. A vicious woman, I have already ad* 
id, is a much rarer character than a vicious 
\ hvA still it sometimes occurs. What could 
be records of some institutions reveal of this 
e ? HoMr many victims of the telnpter's wiles 
. there be found, who would have been pre- 
d from degradation and misery had they been 
I und&r the protecting influence of religion, 
the assault was made upon their purity or 
»ty. I know that multitudes are kept strictly 
e and upright without religion ; but I know 
of the numbers which have fallen, not one 
1 have lapsed if they had been living in the 
of God. Afler Eve's fall in Paradise from 
3t iniKXience, no woman should feel offended 
e admonitipn to be cautious and vigilant; nor 
Nse that her situation, her feelings, or her prin- 
I, so place her beyond the reach of temptati<»i, 
ler safety is guaranteed with absolute certainty. 
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*^Pride geeth before de8tmol»oii, and a kaa^lity 
spirit before a fiiU." To many a <»oe hi^^miiidid 
woman, proud of ber reputation, the taunt has been 
uttered hj the victims of frailty, " Art thou also 
become weak as we ?" *^ Be not hi^minded, tiien, 
but fear." 

. But you need religion for your eonsoloHon mmi 
Hu 9orrouf9 of ycur lot. If it be truly said of man, 
that he ^ is bom to trouble as the sparks fly up- 
ward," it may with greater emphasis be so said <^ 
woman. As if in the way of righteous retribution, 
ahe who mixed the bitter cup of human woe is 
called to drink the deepest of its dregs. Sorrowi 
are apportioned to her sex in common with oun^ 
and there is scarcely an affliction to which human- 
ity is inddent to which she is not herself exposed. 
In addition, how many has she peculiar to herself 1 
The weaker yessel, she is liable to be oppressed by 
the stronger ; and to what an extent is this oppres- 
sion carried on ! How is she trodden down, not 
only in countries where the protective influence of 
Christianity is not known, but in this where it is) 
To how much greater bodily infirmity is her more 
delicately wrought and fragile frame subjected, than 
oursi Dwell upon her dependence, and in many 
eases her helplessness. To me the* situation of 
some single, friendless women is the very type of 
desolation. Then think of her privations, her si^^ 
ibrings, her cares, her labors, as a mother. I admire 
tlie patience, the contentment, the submission, 
which enable her, without repining, to say, ^ I am a 
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«0MKa»," and not complain of the hardness of her 

lot ; for certain it is, that her groans are loudest in 

those of creation. . Think, not, mj young friends, I 

am scaring you into religion, by filling your minds 

with these gloomy forebodings. By no means ; but 

I am anxious to prepare you by the sweet, sooth- 

mg, tranquilizing, and mollifying power of religion, 

to meet a woman's trials by a woman's piety. It 

is piety alone which can lighten the cross. This 

only can inspire that passive fortitude which to you 

js more essential than active strength. And surely 

jeligion never appears more' lovely, more tnighty, 

XQore sublime, than when it suppresses the groan of 

despair, and keeps alight the last ray of hope in the 

jnost depressed circumstances—when it stifles the 

jsry of pain, and wipes the drops of anguish from 

tite sufferer's brow — ^when it imparts a martyr's 

courage to the gentlest spirit — when, as we said in 

the last discourse, it teaches woman to bend like 

the. bulrush in submission to the stream of sorrow, 

and then to rise in fortitude and faith from the 

I»'essure of the wave. Religion will not avert the 

cup of sorrow from woman, nor change her lot; 

but it will somewhat sweeten the bitterness of the 

one, and soflen the hardness of the other. 

Early religion will prepare you above all things 
for ussFULNsss. Young women, would you set 
out in life without a wish, a purpose, an aim to be 
U9efulf Can you be so destitute of all benevo- 
lence, ambition, and nobleness of spirit, as not tx> 
denre to do good ? I am aware that without piety 
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you may do much to bless your species, but wkh 
it how much more may you not do ? As liiis, how- 
ever, will be the subject of a future sermon, I shall 
hot enlarge upon it here further than to say, that 
reli^on gives the greatest power, and strongest 
disposition, and most adequate qualifications for 
usefulness, that can be possessed on earth, bodi in 
single and in wedded life. A truly, fervently, and 
consistently religious woman, m^st he a beneflictress 
of her species. 

Early piety is at once the most secure bctsi» and 
the most complete finish of all female exeeHmce* 
Look over what is said in a previous sermon oa 
**' Woman's Mission," and the virtues And tes^v^ 
ness that qualify her to fulfill it, and think what a 
support to all these is furnished by sincere pietyi 
The surest basis of all moral excellence, will be 
Ifoundhere. What is so productive of humility--of 
tneekness and gentleness — of contentment and sub- 
mission — ^and of self-denial and fortitude ? Where, 
in what soil, will these mild and yet heroic dis^si^ 
tiona grow and flourish so luxuriantly as in that of 
piety ? We have stated that woman ia created to 
love and be beloved. To love is natural ta her ; 
and what cherishes this state of mind like religion^ 
whi<^ both in its doctrines and duties is one bright 
and glorious manifestation of love to the universe >^ 
To all these varied excellences religion adds the 
€ffmness and consistency of principle, the power 
and government of conscience, and ti^es them out 
of the region of n^ere taste. And then .what a 
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hAf a^d inefl&ible lavdiaess does it throw over th^ 
female character! Beauty is woman's attribute, 
and het form, when seen in more than usual charmsi 
is the most perfect type of exquisite symmetry to 
be found in the whole material universe. And if 
woman's fonii be the finest specimen of material 
beauty, woman's piety is the most attractive in* 
stance of that which is moral. Who can look upon 
the well-executed pictorial representations of this, 
as seen in paintings and engravings, without admi-> 
ration? Where does woman look so altogether 
lovely as when seen lifling the eye of devotion to 
heaven — >that eye in which faith, hope, and love 
leem all to mingle and express their emotions? 
The Church of Home has known the power of this» 
and has maintained its dominion in some measure 
over its votaries, by the power of the painter's art 
xa depicting female beauty associated with female 
piety* In a religious femaley the beauty of heavea 
and earth combines ; the graces of the seraph and 
those of the daughters of Adam are united : just as 
in a holy man the sublimer grandeur of mortals 
and immoratals is found associated. Piety then is 
the last and finest polish of female excellence. My 
young friends, may this be yours ! 

Yet, notwithstanding aU this, many of you are 
not pious. Do consider what a chasm in excel- 
lence remains to be filled up— what a defect to be 
supplied — ^while religion is wanting in the female 
diaracter. A woman may as well be without heart 
as without religion ^ and there are few men, how- 
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ever irreligioas themselves, but would shritik froiA 
impiety in her : it involves a coldness and hardness 
of character offensive both to taste and feeling. 
*' Even when infidelity was more in vogue than at 
present, when it had almost monopolized talent, 
and identified itself with enlightened sentiment, the 
few women who volunteered under its banner were 
treated with the contempt they deserved. The 
female Quixote broke her lance in vindicating the 
'•Rights of Women ;' and no one sympathized with 
her in her defeat. And depend upon it, whatevtt 
other female follows Mary Wolstencroft, and essays 
the emancipation of her sex from ihe obligations of 
piety, will, like her, be consigned to abhorrence by 
the verdict of society. The mere suspicion of irre* 
ligion lowers a woman in general esteem. Beligioa 
is indeed woman's panoply, and no one who wishes 
her happiness would divest her of it ; no one who 
liippreciates her virtues would weaken their best 
security."* What is it then that prevents your 
giving to the subject of religion that attention 
which its infinite and eternal importance demands 
and deserves 1 Let me ask you with a beseeching 
importunity, as the apostle did the Galatians, 
" Who (or what) did hinder you\that ye should 
not obey the truth?" Ah! what 1*^ Let me speak 
to you of the hindrances that are in the way of 
your obtaining life eternal. Hindrances ! Should 

* ** Woman, in h^r Social and Domestic Oharacter," by 
Mrs. John Sandford ; a work so judicious, so Christian, and 
80 elegiuit» th4t it can not be too strongly recommended. 
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ttu^t but absolute unpossibilities prevent you) 
It is not infidelity. No. You are not infidels. 
You shudder at the idea, A female infidel is a 
eluuracter as rare as it is odious. Nor is it absolute 
inreligion, but the negative character of no religion 
that we have most to complain of. Not a direct 
opposition to its claims, but the neglect of them for 
other tlnngs. It is that guilty apathy to the most 
momentous subject in the universe ; that careless 
indifference to the most valuable interests of time 
and eternity ; that fatal oblivion of all that belongs 
to axH>ther world, which we regret ; that content- 
meat with things seen and temporal, without any 
jolicitude about things unseen and eternal, that we 
deplore. Yoiur minds are pre-occupied. You are 
taken up with other things and say to religion when 
it appeals to you, '' Go thy way for this time, and 
when I have a convenient season I will call for 
thee." There is, I know, a i*epugnance to true, 
spiritual, vital, earnest piety, which is the natural 
working of an unrenewed heart. You can observe 
the Sabbath-day forms of godliness by attending 
the house of God ; but even this is more from custom 
than from choice — a kind of weekly compromise 
with piety, for so much Sabbath occupation to be 
left to yourselves and other pursuits all the rest of 
the week. Your religion is nothing more than a 
Sunday dress, worn for the place and the season. 
But this is not religion, but merely a substitute and 
an apology for it. 
Some of you are bent upon present worldly ptjoy- 
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flMAt Hw apostle has described your taste and 
your pursuits where he sajs, ^ Loyers of pleasors 
SDore than lovers of God." Ponder that descrip- 
tion. Does it not startle 70a — horrify joaf 
Lovers of parties-— of the dance and the song ; of 
the gay scene and frivolous discourse — more thim 
OotL Just look at tlus thought in all its naked 
deformity. A ball, a concert, a route, a party — 
laved more than 6rod! Not to love God for higher 
objects than these — ^for science, literature, fame, 
rank, wealth, is a dreadful state of mind; but to 
select and despise God for scenes of frivolity, 
mirth, and conviviality, is it not shocking? Bid 
you ever yet seriously reflect thus : ** What a soul 
I must have that can love pleasure, but can not 
love God!" Ck>nsider, what will this taste for 
pleasure do for you in the hour of sickness ; in the 
scenes of poverty ; the season of tribulation, or the 
i^gonies of death ? 

In the case of some of those who possess a more 
than ordinary degree of personal attraction, the can- 
9(ioms9M$9 of beauty fills the mind with self-com- 
placency, and a constant thirst for the admiration 
and attention of others. No really elegant woman 
MH be ignorant of her natural accomplishments ; 
and too rarely is a beautiful mind the lowly tenant 
of a beautiful body. What an odious spectade is 
presented when mind and matter are thus exhibited 
in contrast. What beauty can compare with that 
of the soul, and what beauty of the soul can com- 
pare with that of holiness? This is the beauty of 
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angels ; yea, of God himself. How foolish is it to 
be vain of that which a cutaneous eruption may 
turn into loathsome deformity, and which, if sick- 
ness do not destroy it at once, advancing age 
must obliterate, and the grave consume. Many a 
woman, even in this world, has had to rue the pos- 
session of a captivating face or form, and to deplore 
it forever in the world to come. Body and soul, 
diaracter and happiness, have in thousands of in- 
stances been all sacrificed on the altar and at the 
shrine of beauty. Oh, my female friends, take heed 
jou are not thus ruined ! 

Vanity displays itself also in attention to penonat 
decoration, even where there is no pretension to 
beauty, and not unfrequently attempts to supply 
the want of it. How many are a thousand times 
more concerned about jewelry than religion — ^the 
pearl of great price; and about millinery than 
about the robe of righteousness and the garments 
of salvation. A love of dress is not only a foible 
and a fault, but almost a vice, and iti innumerable 
cases has led to it. Is it not lamentable to conceive 
of a rational and immortal being spending her time 
and exhausting her solicitude in adorning her body 
and caring nothing about the ornaments of her soul ; 
thinking only how she shall appear in the eyes of 
man, but caring nothing how she shall appear in the 
eyes of God ? Consider how soon that gay attire 
must be exchanged for the shroud, and those glitter- 
ing ornaments for corruption, earth, and worms, 
A mind taken up with such vanities can not attend 
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to the sanctities of religion, or tibe realities of etet*. 
nity. 

With this is too often associated a levity and 
frivoUty of diqfosUum which are the very opposite 
to that seriousness and sobriety of inind> which a 
real regard to spiritual religion requires. There i9 
no sin in cheerfulness ; no piety in gloom. Relig- 
ion is the happiest thing in the world, for it is, in 
&ct, the beginning of heaven upon earth. The 
woman without a smile, and the man without a 
tear, are neither of them a person to my taste. 
Religion gives a peace that passeth all understand- 
ing, and yields a joy that is unspeakable and full 
of glory ; so that we wish you to understand, my 
young friends, we do not require you in becoming 
CSiristians to take the veil; cut off your tresses; 
doff your comely raiment ; part with your smiles ; 
and clothe yourself like a specter in the gloom, and 
maintain the sullen silence of the convent. But 
religion is still a serious thing ; a thing that deals 
with God, salvation, heaven, eternity ! And surely 
the frivolity and the levity that can do nothing but 
laugh, and rattle, and court attention by studied 
airs, empty loquacity, and personal display, are 
utterly incompatible with that dignified, and chas- 
tened, yet by no means formal, much less glooniy, 
sobriety of mind which religion requires. 

Companionship hinders many from giving their 
attention to this momentous subject. They are 
surrounded by associates who have no taste for 
religion ; and they have, perhaps, formed a still 
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doser Mendship with some one or more who un- 
happily manifest little or no inclination for this 
high and holy concern. From the spell of such a 
drele^ i,t is difficult indeed to break away. It has 
been thought and said by some, that the influence 
of female companionship, both for good and for 
&nl, is even greater than that of the other S^x; 
from a supposition that there is less of robust inde- 
pendence and of self-reliance in woman than in 
man. If so, how much does it become every female 
to take care what companions she selects. How 
difficult is it to oppose the spirit and conduct of 
those with whom we act. Generally speaking, we 
Bmst conform or secede. Even if a solicitude 
about religion is in some degree awakened, it will 
soon be checked and extinguished in the society of 
those who have no sympathy with such anxiety. 
Shall the dearest friends you have on earth keep 
you from salvation ? Will you sacrifice your soul, 
your immortal soul, at the shrine of friendship 1 
Will you refuse to go to heaven because others will 
not accompany you ; and will you go with them to 
perdition rather than part company on earth ? Will 
you carry your friendship so far as to be willing to 
be friends even in the bottomless pit 1 
. You are perhaps prejudiced against religion by 
ike conduct of some of its professors, I am sorry 
there is any ground for this. I admit that much 
you see in many of them has but little in it to 
recommend religion to your favor. And it may be 
that some of your own age and sex are included in 
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thia number. But all this was foretold by Chnsl^ 
must be expected as human nature is, and ought 
not to be allowed to prejudice your minds against 
piety. If you saw a number of persons under s 
oourse of medical treatment which required them 
to observe a particular regimen, and which they 
constantly violated, and were, of course, no better 
for the medicines they took, you would not reject 
the system because it did not cure them. Just so 
it is with religion. These persons, though th^y 
profess to be under it, are constantly violating its 
rules, and are no better than those who do not pro- 
fess it. But is this a valid reason for rejecting the 
system 1 You are to try religion by its own nature, 
as set forth in the Bible, and not by the conduct of 
its professors. If your soul should be lost^ it will be 
no excuse before the bar of God, nor any comfort 
to yourselves in the world of despair, that you suf- 
fered your mind to be prejudiced against religion 
by the misconduct of some who professed it. 

And now, in conclusion of this already too long 
discourse, let me, young women, conjure you at the 
outset of life to consider the great end and purpose 
for which, as regards yourselves, your Great Crea» 
tor placed you in this world. Think not too highly 
of yourselves, for you are sinners as well as others, 
and need, and may obtain, the salvation that is in 
Jesus Christ, With eternal glory. Think not too 
meanly of yourselves, for you are immortal crea- 
tures, and may inherit everlasting life. Rise to the 
true dignity of your nature by rising into the region 
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of true religion. Consume not your life in pursuits, 
innocent it may be, but frivolous and unworthy of 
your powers, your destiny, and your duty. With 
a clear and right understanding of your mission as 
r^ards tlus world, connect as clear a perception of 
your mission as regards the world to come. Behold 
an existence opening before you, which you may 
fill with the sanctity, and bliss, and honor of a 
Christian, as well as with all the virtues of a 
woman. WiUidraw your heart from vanity, and 
oonaecrate it to piety. Give the morning of your 
day to God, and then, whether it be long or short ; 
whether it be passed away in wedded or in single 
life ; whether it be be bright with the sun of pros- 
perity, or dark with the clouds and stormy with the 
winds of adversity ; whether it shall close suddenly 
by one of those visitations to which your sex is 
peculiarly exposed, or shall be drawn out to a long 
and somewhat gloomy decline, it shall usher in, for 
your happy spirit delivered from the burden of the 
flesh, that cloudless and eternal morning to which 
fiiere shall be no night. Then shall it be found that 

THE CHIKP END OP WOMAN, AS WELL AS MAN, WAS TO 
QLORirr GOD AND ENJOY HIM FOJIEVBP. 
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Om morning I i>aid a pastoral visit to a yonag ladj, a 
membar of my oharch, whose family had not long ramored 
firom another part of the country to reside in Birmingham. 
On my rising to retire, my young friend informed me that 
■he had an inyalid sister* whom she expected eyery moment 
from her chamber, and who, she said, would be much gra- 
tified to see me. I had scarcely resumed my seat, before 
there entered the room a most loyely and interesting young 
person, whose features, naturally extremely pleasing, de- 
, riyed additional beauty from the fatal hectic with whidi 
they were a little flushed, and which had been increased 
by the exertion of coming down stairs. * * As soon as 
Martha, for such was her Christian name, had reeoyored 
her breath, which had been rendered short and rather 
difficult by the exertion of descending from her chamber, 
I entered into conyersation with her on the circumstances 
of her affliction ; a subject which, though in most cases 
gloomy and depressing, checked not for a moment the 
sweet smile which played upon her engaging countenance. 
She soon informed me tiiat she felt she had the sentence of 
death in herself, and considered her illness as a yoice from 
the tomb ; and spoke of dying as one that was familiar with 
the awfUl topic. " I haye neither loye of life,'* she said, 
" nor fear of death : and although I am leaying the world 
when its prospects were become most flattering and alluring, 
I do not regret it ; I haye only one desire, and that is after 
more communion with God." There was a tear in her eyes, 
but it was not the tear of disappointed hope, or bitter re- 
gret, but only the tribute of nature, refined, but not de- 
stroyed by grace, and which, in fact, added a charm to the 
beauties of holiness, that so eyideatly inyested her ehav- 
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afiter. The wbole strain of her conTersation was so calm, 
BO collected, bo dig^nified, OTincing saoh meek submission, 
such humble piety, such weanedness firom the world, and 
such longing after immortality, that I gased at her with 
wonder - and delight, and left the house t.limlring uid 
saying that I had scarcely eyer witnessed any thing so 
seraphic. * * # " 

Biartha had been declining in health for some time ; but 
911 the eleyenth of May last, on returning from public wor- 
ship, she ruptured a blood-yessel in the lungs. * * This 
attack of disease she receiyed as an intimation that she 
must be ready for the speedy coming of the Son of Man. 
Among her priyate memoranda she had made the following 
entry relatiye to the eyent: ''This dispensation of mercy 
broi^ht eternity to my yiew, and in the eyening I had the 
sweet assurance that sudden death could haye nothing to 
alann me." How strange will it sound to many to hear a 
young and beautiful woman, with all the ordinary, and 
some of the extraordinary reasons for wishing to liye, talk 
of an eyent which would in all probability issue in death, 
ss a dispensation of mercy. Yet this was neither unnatural 
nor irrational. All things work together for good to them 
tiiat loye God ; and death is placed by the apostle among 
the priyileges of the child of God. * * * 

At the time of her attack in May, she was engaged ia 
tiie bonds of plighted loye to a gentleman to whom die was 
tenderly attached, and to whom at no distant period she 
was to haye been married. It is in yain to suppose that she 
could turn from the altar to the tomb, as an object of con- 
templation, and from this dearest of all friends to the arrest 
of the last enemy, without a seyere struggle between an 
earthly and a spiritual affection. The conflict was short, 
the yictory complete; and it was at once the greatest 
effort and brightest triumph of her faith, to be made willing 
to giye up eyen this dear object of her heart, and to depart 
to be with Christ. In reference to this eyent she some- 
tlmes said, " It is mysterious, but I know it is all ri^t. 
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1^ HMTttdy Fatiier knom what ia be«t fbr ine." Hi 
iMTer»" says her sister, ** saw greater firmness in her, than 
wh^n she adyerted to this disappointment of her hopes." 

As I did not apprehend from my first Tisit that her end 
iras near, and as I was much from home, I did not again 
see her for some time ; and that all my young friends 
could have seen her as I then saw her, loyely in death, like 
a moss-Tose bud nearly seyered from its stcksk, and just 
ready to fall on the ground, with its opening beauties pos* 
■essing still their freshness and their fragrance! There 
was not the shadow of a shade of impatience, anxiety, or 
ftar, to becloud her beautiful countenance, to check the 
smile which irradiated her features, or to dim the ray of 
hope which glittered in her fine, ezpressiye eye, sa it turned 
to that heayen whither her heart had already ascended. 
What painter's skill could pencil the looks which I then 
•aw ? All was peace and more than peace : it waa a peace 
that passeth understanding, rising into a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. Christ, and Christ alone, was her refo^ ; 
and she confessed her exclusiye dependence on his blood 
and righteousness for acceptance with God. She knew ia 
wfacmi she had belieyed, and was persuaded he was able to 
keep that which she had committed to him until the day 
Sff Christ. I pass oyer much that was said during thst 
most solemn and delightful interyiew, to mention one re- 
mark : " Do you now feel any regret," I said to her, " that 
you are leaying the world so early, and when its prospects 
were heooming so attractiye ?" With an ineffable smile, 
she replied, " Our great btuinesam this world is to obtain 
the salvation of our souls ; and having secured that, I have 
aeeomplished the end of my existence." Glorious and im- 
mortal truth! Mighty sentiment ! # # « 

A time was fixed for a last sad interyiew with her once 
intended husband. In this scene her faith shone forth in 
all its brightness, and patience had its perfect work. While 
ail around were filled with poignant grief, she was calm, 
serene, composed. Haying affectionately uttered some 



i^xfUB coonsdbi to this firiend of her heart, and pointed him 
i» thafi heaven on the verge of which he saw her, she took 
her last farewell, and gave her last look with a tranquilitj 
and fdrtitade that surprised every one, and which proved 
titat she was now enjoying too much of the " excellent 
glory" to suffer intensely from the rending of any earthly 
ties whatever. She looked up into heaven, and saw Jesus 
waiting to receive her spirit, and felt that she could leave 
for Hitn, even that friend with whom it was once her 
fondest worldly hope to tread the path of life in company. 
The scene scarcely rufOled her peace, or drew from her soul 
one longing lingering, look to earth, for heaven was fully 
in her view. * * * 

'*In the midst of sufferings, too painful to describe," 
said her sister in a note, " Martha could smile, and tell us 
Jesus was near to her. Her countenance, at all times ani- 
mated and happy, was unusually so now ; it beamed with 
inefbhle brightness, and was a strong and beautiful evi- 
dence that all was perfect peace within. When she could 
no longer articulate, she looked all we could wish her to say. 
About five minutes before she expired, her agonies ceased 
— she recognized all of us — and, as though to bid a last 
farewell, she smiled, and exclaimed, < Happy, happy T^ 
Blessed state of mind ! to smile and exclaim, Happy, happy, 
even in the cold arms of death. 

So died Martha S. Her last farewell to earth was 
uttered with the consciousness and the feeling that she was 
treading at that moment upon the very threshold of heavenly 
glory : and who then need wonder that she could speak of 
happiness even in dissolution. As she drew near her ever- 
lasting home, she saw the lights of her Father's house, and 
unconscious of the gloom of the dark valley of the shadow 
of death, from the midst of which she beheld them, she 
ga>e expression to her feelings in a note of holy rapture, 
and left the world with accents which we may easily 
imagine were also the first she uttered as she touched the 
heavenly shore, " Happy ! happy !" 
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Behold, young people* another eonTineing proof u 
beftutiAil display of the power and exeellenee of religioi 
in the deep sabmission, the solid peace, the joyful contei 
of this young lady, when called not only to resign life i 
the rery morning of her day, hat to torn from the altar 1 
the tomb. 
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"Those "woinen -w^liicli la"bored "witli me in the gos- 
pel." — PHII.IPPIAN8 iv. 3. 



The subject on which I am to address you this 
morning harmonizes with the scenes which we have 
lately witnessed in the metropolis of our country, 
and which, indeed, are scarcely yet over — I mean 
the missionary and other religious meetings, which 
are held at this season, of the year in that great 
center of the world's family. The month of May 
is wisely selected for the time of holding the anni- 
yersaries of these organizations of Christian zeal. 
Then, when the principle of fertility, after the 
dreariness of another winter, is flowing in a thou- 
sand channels, and when all nature, in this country, 
is verdant and blossoming with the hc^es of another 
year, it is well for the Church of Christ to exhibit 
those institutions which are, in the moral world, 
the vernal signs of retiring frosts and approaching 
summer. It is a glorious sight to behold the troop- 
ing multitudes hastening with willing feet, and joy- 
fol countenances, and beating hearts, to the place" 
of convocation, and blending all the joys of friendly 
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greetings with all the sablimer delights of Chris- 
tiaii aeaL We feel called upon, there, to bless God, 
not only that we live in a world which he has vis- 
ited in mercy by the person and work of his incar> 
nate Son, but in an age and country in whidi so 
much is done for the spread of the knowledge of 
this great fiict to the &ids of the earth. At these 
meetings all is matter of delight. The crowded 
platforms, containing the pastors, deacons, and 
members of our churches, who haye ixmneeted 
themselves with the missionary society ; the pres- 
ence of missionaries from the fields of holy labor ; 
the eloquent addresses of the speakers; the vast 
crowd of listening hearers; the thunders of elo- 
quence reverberated in other thunders of applause ; 
all, all, are calculated to make one feel how happy 
an exchange we have made in giving up the pleasures 
of sin and the world for those of religion. But th^re 
is one other sights on these occasions, which is as 
delightful as it is common ; and that is, the num- 
ber of women, and espedaUy of young women, that 
ore always present ; thus reminding us how deep 
an interest they have in these proceedings, and how 
l^rge a share they bear in them. We do not adopt 
the world's vocabulary, and talk of the beautiful 
and elegantly dressed females that are there ; we 
would rather speak of *' the holy women," like one 
apostle, and refer to them as another apostle does 
in the text, as *' those women which labored in the 
gospel." And, indeed, without going to the me- 
tropolis, in the month of May, or witnessing the 
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scenes of Exeter Hall, what public convocation for 
any religious object is ever held in our own, or any 
other town, of which women are not far the larger 
portion 1 

But let us attend to what the text says. ^* Help 
those women that labored with me in the gospel." 
Then women may labor in the gospel, for they did 
in apostolic times, and received the commendation 
of the apostle for so doing. If they did then, they 
may now; and if they may, they ought. Hard 
would be woman's lot, bitter her privation, and 
degraded her condition, if, on account of her sex, 
she was excluded from all participation, beyond her 
own personal religion, in the sublimest enterprise 
in the universe. She might well deplore her mis- 
fortune, if, while man was permitted the exercise 
of religious zeal, she was denied all service at the 
altar tf God. "Even heathenism," she would 
mournfully exclaim, " honored our sex, as it was 
represented by the Vestals, to whose vigilance was 
oommitted the guardianship of the sacred fire ; and 
by its priestesses, to whose inspiration was intrust- 
ed the responses of the oracles. And does the re- 
ligion of Jesus exclude us ?" No, it does not, and 
we refer you back to our first two sermons for 
proof that it does not ; and we call your attention 
in the present one, to learn how you may avail 
yourselves of the honor placed within your reach, 
and discharge the obligations you are under to pro- 
mote the interests of religion in this dark, disor« 
dered world. 
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To be usefiil in tbe cause of God! How nobk^ 
how Tast) how SEublime, l^ow godlike an idea! 
Dwell for a moment upon it. Did you ever weigli 
the import of that very common, but very delight* 
ful word, uBSFVLKEss! Did you ever ponder in 
eober eeriousness of thought the cognate phrase, 
•* To BE USEFUL ?" Havc you never had your admi- 
ration excited by hearing it said of any one, " She is 
a useful woman V^ I can not let you hear or read 
another syllable till I have endeavored to fascinate 
you, if possible, by the beauty, and to captivate 
you by the force of that glorious word, usefulmbsb. 
Look at its opposite, uselessness. How low, and 
dull, and mean a sound; and how despicable tbs 
character it represents. A rational, social, and im- 
mortal being, useless-— doing no good— carrying on 
no benevolent activity — exerting no beneficial in- 
fluenoe-^a worthless weed, and not a flower — a 
pebb]e of the desert on the shore, and not a gem— 
a piece of dead wood floating down the stream, in* 
stead of a living fruit-tree growing on its banks. 
Yea, worse than all these ; for weeds, stones, and 
rotten wood may be converted to some good pu^ 
pose ; but to what purpose can one who does no 
good be turned, except it be to serve as a warning 
to others 1 May I be successful in working into 
your mind and heart, memory and conscience, that 
mighty term which I have placed before you, and 
inspire you with an abhorrence of being useto, 
and an ambition to be xxseJuL Let. your young 
hearts beat with a desire to do good. Aspire to 
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&e honor of doing good. Contract not, shrivel not 
mto a despicable selfishness. Cherish a yearning 
after benevolent activity, and feel as if it were but 
half living to live only for yourselves. 

In this cause, I want you to be even zealous. 
The apostle says, ^' It is good to be zealously affect- 
ed always in a good thing." Zeal, as you know, 
means an earnest, ardent desire, giving rise to a 
correspondent energy of action, to obtain some 
fiivorite object ; and when directed to a ri^ht object 
is a noble and elevated state of mind. It is, how- 
ever, a state of mind that requires great caution as 
to its management, especially in the young, and, 
tQost of all, in young ^ma^^. It is like fire, which 
may be applied to many useful purposes when 
under proper direction, but which, if not kept in its 
proper place, and under proper restraint, may cause 
a conflagration. Or, to change the illustration, it 
may be only as the healthful vital heat which keeps 
the body in comfort and in action, or it may be- 
come a fever of the soul, to consume its strength 
and destroy its life. Or, to venture, for the sake 
of emphasis, even upon a third illustration, many a 
zealous mind is set on fire by the speed of its own 
action, and for want of some regulator to check its 
speed, and some lubricator to lessen its friction, 
ignites into a flame that consumes the whole ma- 
diine, and does mischief to others as well as to 
itself. A warm heart requires a cool judgment to 
prevent these consequences from a misguided zeal. 
The female mind, being so susceptible, is perhaps 
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6r more liable to incaotioos acdon than tfcet of At 
Opposite sex, and » leas disposed to redecdoa. Bi 
irion, the judgment more generally keeps die beart 
In check till it ia itself enlightened and c(»iTiiiced. 
In woman, the beart often is engaged he£ore the 
judgment ; and hence the danger of female zeal 
being sometimes wrong in its object, exoessiTe in 
itN degree, and impetuous in its action. Almost 
all new theories, whether relating to medicine, the- 
ology, or any other practical matters, find fiiTOt 
ftrHt of all chiefly with women. Too often led more 
by tlioir feelings than their reason, they get entaa- 
glud, like their first mother, by appeals to their 
pttMMiuns and affections, and allow their hearts to 
Ittad aNtray their judgment. Hence, I say to you, 
andeavor to enter into the spirit of the apostle's 
axhortution, where he enjoins the ancient matroDS 
to ** tuaeii the young women to be sober-minded." 

TliCi Uroek philosophers classed zeal under three 
ht»adii*-«tliu seal of envy^ the zeal of emulation, and 
tii<» Mual of j}««(y. Extinguish all feelings of the first, 
an no many sparks thrown off from a flame kindled 
hy Ui» iiro of the bottomless pit. Have very little 
iu do boyuud an unenvious imitation of what is good, 
\t\l\\ \\w «eoond— and let the third be put under the 
guaiHllmmhlp of a sound judgment and the guidance 
olMloly Soripturo. 

1 will llrat of all advert to the objects of your 
»ialou» aoUvity, You dwell in a vale of tears, and 
aauid Urn groans of creation, occasioned by pov- 
artoTi diMMsei misfortune, and death, and are not to 



be loseodble to the ^htsand sonnds <>f ttffliction 
by wMoh you are smrounded. The female he«t is 
supposed to be the very dwelling-place of mer(^, 
and an unfeeling woman is a libel upon her sex : 
foxmed by nature to weep with those that weep, and 
to minister, as we showed in a £>rmer sermon, to 
the bodily woes of humanity, enter into the design 
ef Proyidence, and become a ministering angel in 
the chamber of sickness. You have seen those 
doaked and demure women who issue from a con* 
Tentual establishment in the neighborhood of this 
town, on errands of mercy to the abodes of sickness 
n^ poverty, deeming no office too menial, no ser. 
▼ice too s^f-denying to be performed, which can 
alleviate the pains or promote the comfort of the 
mS&rer, We would not question the purity of 
their motives or the tenderness of those offices which 
they perform for the children of want and woe ; but 
it looks, after all, like a shallow device of the church 
which employs them to obtrude itself on public no- 
tice and to win converts to itself. We call upon 
you, without cutting the ties of your connection with 
society and abjuring all pretensions to the character 
of wife and mother, to be our Sisters of Mercy, and 
to make it your business and your pleasure to visit 
the scenes of sickness and the abodes of poverty. 
Even in youth, acquire the habits, the tenderness, 
the delicate tact of a nurse. Loathe that spurious 
s^timentality which can weep over the imaginary 
woes of a novel, but turns away either with a cal« 
k>us or a coward heart from those real-sufferings 
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which abound on everj handL But I nownton 
particularly refer to zeal^br religion, as well as that 
which is manifested under its potency for any other 
legitimate object. 

Religion is every one's business, not cmly as re- 
gards the possession and practice of it as a personil 
concern, but also as regards its diffusion. Every 
one can be truly pious, and can do something, by 
the blessing of God, to make others so. To spread 
religion in our world is not merely the work and 
duty of its ministers, but of all without exception, 
whether young or old, rich or poor, learned or il- 
literate, male or female. Every one who under- 
stands the nature, feels the influence, and values the 
privileges of the gospel of Christ, can do some* 
thing in order to bring others into the same happy 
condition. Where there are no desire and effort to 
do this, there can be no real piety. None have any 
right to conclude they are in a state of salvation who 
have no concern for the salvation of others. Indif- 
ference to the eternal welfare of our fellow-creatures 
is a certain proof of indifference to our own. There 
is room, and opportunity, and obligation, for all to 
Work in this cause. Even children can do some- 
thing here, and have done it. A little girl being 
deeply affected by the notorious violation of the 
Sabbath in the neighborhood where she lived, which 
she noticed in the number of shops that were opened 
on the Lorcrs day, went to her minister and solic- 
ited some tracts on the subject, which, being in- 
closed in a neat envelope, she took round and mod- 
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esiljleft at the different shops without saying a 
word. And as the result of this humble and unos- 
tentatious effort, seven shops from that time were 
closed on the Sabbath. God sometimes employs 
the humblest instruments for accomplishing great 
parposes,*as we observed in one of the last sermons, 
when remarking upon the conduct of the little He- 
brew maid in Naaman's family. Paganism teaches 
us something here ; for what said Jehovah to the 
prophet, when referring to the heathen practices 
which the Jews had imitated? "Seest thou not 
what they do in the cities of Judah, and in the streets 
of Jerusalem ? The children gather wood, and the 
fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their 
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink-offerings unto other gods^' — Jer. 
vii. 17, 16. What a busy scene! all minds en- 
gaged — all hands employed — men, women, and 
children. Let us be instructed by this bad example, 
and show a zeal for the true God equal to that which 
those apostate Jews did for the false ones. Chris- 
tianity can find work for women and children as 
well as Paganism ; and how solemn are the obliga- 
tions it imposes on all who profess it, to propo- 
gate it. 

But as no service can be well peformed by those 
who are not qualified for it, I will here enumerate 
the chief prx-requisitss for a course of female ac- 
tivity in the cause of religion. 

Religious zeal should, in every case, be the off- 
spring of personal piety. Without this there can 

15 
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he no intelligent, well-sustained, or very cfBcient 
effort. Something, no doubt, may be accomplished 
without this. God may honor labors whicb were 
never truly directed to his glory. But it is only 
the truly pious mind that can understand the object 
of religious zeal, be actuated by right motives, be 
likely long to continue the work, or bring down the 
blessing of God upon what is done. Tour own 
heart must be right with God, or you will know 
little about the way of making others so. Exam- 
ple must support exhortation, or the latter will 
have little effect. Much of the effort of the pres- 
ent day is sadly wanting in devout seriousness, 
spiritual earnestness, and holy solemnity. It is a 
bustling, prayerless, unsanctified activity. There 
is often a frivolity about it that looks as if those 
who were engaged in it knew not, or forgot, that 
they were doing the work of the Lord; all is 
so light and frivolous that it is evident, in this 
case, zeal is only another species of amusement. 
The zeal that is likely to be continuous, to honor 
God. to do good to our fellow-creatures, is that 
which is cherished in the closet of devotion, fed by 
the oil of Scripture, and fanned by the breath of 
prayer. There is, upon the minds of those who 
manifest it, " that awe which warns them how they 
touch a holy thing." 

Religious knowledge is essential to well-directed 
efforts to do good. I now more particularly refer 
to a knowledge of the object to be accomplished, 
and the means of accomplishing it. A young per- 
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BOD, ftnxious to do spiritual good, should well un- 
derstand three great principles jn religion — the 
ruin of human nature by sin — ^its redemption by 
Christ — ^and its regeneration by the Spirit; and 
should consider that all efforts of zeal must be di- 
rected to the accomplishment of the two latter. 
To fit her for this work, she should study well the 
Word of God, read some of the many treatises on 
the subject of religion, with which the press teems, 
and make herself acquainted with some of the best 
tracts and books for putting into the hands of those 
who become anxious about religion. 
. A71 intense and longing desire to be useful must 
lie at the bottom of all her efforts. It is not a 
mere love of activity — ^a taste for social union and 
occupation — ^a desire for power and influence over 
others — an ambition for distinction, that is the im- 
pulse of religious activity, but a tender pity for 
the immortal souls of our fellow-creatures, an ear- 
nest solicitude for their salvation, coupled with an 
enlightened and fervent zeal for the glory of God. 
It is the piety that melted the heart of David when 
he said, " Rivers of waters run down mine eyes 
because they keep not thy law ;" and which agitated 
the soul of Paul the apostle, when amid the splen- 
dors of Athenian architecture and sculpture, he was 
insensible to all the glory that surrounded him, in 
consequence of the sin with which it was associated, 
and felt his spirit moved within him at seeing the 
city " wholly given to idolatry :" and which, indeed, 
is taught in the first three petitions of our Lord's 
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Prajer : ^ Hallowed \)e tby name. Thy kingdom 
oome. Thj will be done on earth, as it b in heav- 
en.*^ Understand, mj young friends, then, what 
jou have to do—not the work of a low and narrow 
sectarianism, in proselyting persons from one de- 
nomination to another; nothing resembling the 
operations of female Jesuitism ; nothing of zeal to 
establish one denomination upon the ruins of 
another : no, but the nobler and holier work of 
aaving the souls of your fellow-creatures, especially 
those of your own sex, from the dominion of sin 
here, and from the wrath to come hereafter. Be- 
gin life with an abhorrence of bigotry, and never 
let your zeal degenerate into the meanness and ma- 
lignity of that earth-bom spirit ; let it be a fire 
kindled by a coal taken, by the seraphim, from the 
altar of God, and not a flame lighted by a scintil- 
lation from the bottomless pit. Be it your aim to 
spread that religion which consists not in forms of 
government and religious ceremonies, but of faith 
in Christ, and love to God, and love to man. To 
accomplish this, let there be real engagement of the 
heart. Give up your soul to the passion for being 
useful. Cherish the most expansive benevolence. 
Feel as if you did not understand, or secure, or 
enjoy, the end of life, unless you live to be useful. 
Account usefulness the charm of existence; the 
sugar that sweetens the cup of life. Ever feel as 
if you heard a voice saying to you, " Do something ; 
do it at once ; do it heartily ; do good — this good 
—good to the soul." 
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habit of self-denial is essential to the exercise 
^igious zeal and Christian benevolence. Our 
[ said^ " If any man will come after me, let 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
This is true of the way of holiness, but it is 
3ially so in that of benevolent activity. Christ 
1 do us no good without his cross ; nor can we 
^hers much good without ours. We would not 
ve you, and endeavor to lure you into the 
ir of holy activity by representing it as leading 
igh a garden of Eden, where all is blooming 
beautiful, ease and enjoyment. No such thing, 
sourse of religious zeal is oflen in a wilderness, 
sharp stones and bare rocks, and amid thorns 
nettles. You must make sacrifices of time, 
enjoyment, feeling, perhaps of friendships; 
nust bear hardship, and encounter many dis- 
table things ; you must be prepared to give up 
rill, pertinacity, claims to pre-eminence. Can 
be zealous of good works on such terms 1 If 
>me on ; if not, go back ; for the career of 
y is not for sudi tender feet as yours to tread, 
my young friends, can you allow yourselves 
ik into such effeminacy and feebleness of char- 
% Can you be content to degenerate into lit- 
ss, and pass through life as a species of non- 
f, because you can not endure a noble sel^ 
J ! I do not appeal to your love of romance, 
jld not set your imagination on fire, in order 
you might offer up yourselves a bttmt*offering 
nevolence in the flames of enthusiasm, I do 
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not stimulate you to become heroines of mercy, 
and to set all the comforts of life at defiance. Iliere 
ar$ some who love the adventures of a career <A 
active mercy. There is romance in every thing, 
even in pity. I want not this, but I do want to see 
young women practicing a sober selMenial, a judi- 
cious disregard of ease and comfort, in order to do 
good. Unite a masculine hardihood of enduranoe 
with a feminine tenderness of feeling, and delicacy 
of manner. Passive fortitude belongs to you. 

Patience is another qualification for doing good. 
They that would accomplish this must not be weary 
in well-doing. There are many things to make 
them so— the neglect of others— -opposition— disap- 
pointment — ^ingratitude — perhaps censure. They 
who expect to benefit their fellow-creatures with as 
much ease and as speedily as others do them injury, 
had better not make the attempt, for they are sure 
to fail. Scarcely any people in the world have 
more need of patience than they who set themselves 
tp instruct the ignorance, to relieve the wants, to 
alleviate the sorrows, and to reform the vices of 
their fellow-creatures. See how this was illustrated 
in the history of our Lord. Consider how his benev<i 
olence was ever resisted by the malignity of those 
whom he sought to benefit. He lavished upon 
them his mercy, and they upon him their ingrati* 
tude. They refused his offers — ^rejected his invita- 
tion*— misrepresented his actions — disbelieved his 
words — ^aod misconstrued his motives. Never was 
90 much goodness met with so much envenomed 
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tition. Yet behold his patience. A thousandth 
)f the opposition which he met with would 

exhausted the forbearance of an archangel; 
jet he endured the contradiction of sinners 
St himself — g&^e them his tears when they 
refused his miracles — ^shed for them his blood 
L thej despised his tears — and bade his disd- 
to make to them the first proclamation of his 
$, when they had even scoffed at his blood, 
y the history of Christ, my young friends, for 
mrpose of seeing, next to your regard to it as 
neans of salvation, an example for you to imi- 

in the career of mercy. Follow him going 
t doing good, to teach you with what patience 
should go and do likewise, 
any who are all ardor at starting, soon grow 
, because they do not find the course easy, 
1 not the goal at a bound, or are opposed in 
' way. It is a despicable, as well as pitiable 
;, to behold a young person entering into the 
I of benevolence so confident and eager, as if 
would surpass all others, and then almost at 
irst stage, when the novelty is over, and diffi- 
es arise, and the expected flowers in the path 
ot appear — giving all up, and turning back to 
lence, ease, and uselessness. On the contrary, 
a sight on which angels and God himself might 

down with delight, to see another holding on 
Hray, even in her humble career of benevolence, 
I disappointment and opposition, persevering 
»r attempts to do good, and finding in the con* 
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8ciou8Enes8 of her aims and motives, and her knowl- 
edge of the excellence of her object^ a sufficient in- 
ducement to persevere, though at present she reaps 
little else but discouragement and defeat. 

A spirit of dependence upon God for sueeess, uni- 
ted with a high sense of the importance and neces- 
sity of human effort, is essential to religious zeal. 
This gives a two-fold boldness of mind, and firm- 
ness of step ; and makes us not only to be strong, 
as instruments, in ourselves, but also in the Lord 
and in the power of his might. What courage is 
derived in the career of benevolence from such a 
consideration as this : '^ I know I am seeking a good 
object by right means, and I will go in the strength 
of the Lord." Young women, even in your humble 
sphere and efforts to do good, a spirit of believing 
prayer, which, indeed, is the spirit in which every 
thing should be done, will bring the God of Angels 
to your help— the Lord of Hosts to your aid. Go 
forth with the consciousness that you are doing 
right, and with a belief that Omnipotence is by 
your side. It is not pride nor self-conceit, but that 
proper sense of capability which every one should 
cherish, to say, ^^ I feel I am something, and can do 
something ; I need not be a cipher, for God has not 
made me one. I have a mind, and heart, and will, 
and tongue, and with these I may do something for 
God and my fellow-creatures. Others of my own 
age and sex, feeble and humble as I am, have done 
something, and so may I, and by God's help and 
blessing I will." You are right — ^it is all true. 
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is not self-esteem, but only self-knowledge. 
[sh these thoughts; act upon them, and you 
io something. With such qualifications, you 
go to the work of religious zeal, 
{rmit me now to point out to you the ways in 
ti your zeal may be employed appropriate to 

sex, age, and circumstances. ^^As we have 
rtunity" said the apostle, ^^ let us do good,^^ 
)rtunity is a golden word, and is itself more 
ous than rubies, and should never be lost J)y 
jct. There are three things, which if lost, can 
r be recovered — time, the soul, and an oppor- 
y. And it is of importance for you to ponder 

It becomes us all to remember the advice of 
age to his disciples, '* Be ye mindful of oppor- 
ies." Youth is your opportunity for doing 
; not, indeed, if you live, your only one, but 
i very precious one. The remarks made in the 
termon on the subject of the leisure afforded by 

present situation for the cultivation of piety, 
r with equal force to the opportunities it afR)rds 
isefulness. In married life, with a family 
id you, and all the cares it brings with it, you 
iiave comparatively little opportunity, at least, 
>me of those activities which you can now carry 
ird. 

nong the ways in which female activity could 
>propriately carried on, I must begin, of course, 
the education of children in our Sunday-schools. 
instruction of the girls is, of course, intrusted 
tnales, and what an honor is thus assigned to 
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thetn ! It is passing strange how any young womaa 
pretending to religion can satisfy herself that she is 
doing all she can, or all she ought for God's glory 
and the good of her fellow-creatures, who is not de- 
voting her youthful energies to this blessed work. 
And yet it is somewhat painful to observe how 
many of the young women of the more respectable 
families of our congregations, withhold their ser- 
vices from this useful and valuable sphere of femals 
activity. I am not unaware of some difficulties and 
objections to this engagement for their daughters 
that present themselves to the mind of a careful, I 
judicious, and anxious mother. But surely th« 
proper exercise of maternal influence and authority 1 
would, in most cases, be sufficient to counterbalance 
those contingent evils to which the mixed society of 
the Sunday-school community might expose young 
females : I mean in the way of forming acquaint- 
ance and unsuitable connections. A well-taught 
and wisely- trained girl will surely know, and ought 
to know, how to avoid a general and undesirable 
familiarity, without being suspected of a haughty 
disdain, or a proud neglect of those who are not 
upon her level in the ranks of social life. It does 
require care, I admit, but this care will be sufficient 
to avoid the contingent evils alluded to. And I am 
free to confess that the frequent and mixed meetings 
of the teachers, of both sexes, which are held ia 
some schools, are by no means necessary for the 
good working of the system, and are very undesir- 
able on other accounts ; and it is not to be won- 
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at, that for this reason many mothers do not 
their daughters to become teachers, arid that 
ters themselves do not wish to engage in the 
Acquaintances have, no doubt, in some 
been formed, by no means suitable. It is 
6re eminently incumbent upon all who are 
engaged to be anxiously watchful that no part 
jir conduct pive occasion to those who seek it, 
lak ill of the effect of Sunday-school teaching 
the character and conduct of the devoted 
es who are engaged in it. ^ 

itrict-visitinff societies and benevolent institu- 
for affording temporal relief and spiritual in- 
ion to the sick poor, conducted by female 
y, are become very common, both in the 
h of England and among Dissenters. It 
I not be desirable, of course, that these should 
lefly conducted by young women. Matronly 
xperience, and weight, are necessary to give 
iety and effect to such a labor of love, but 
there would be no impropriety in associating 
in these good works, a youthful female with 
erly one. 

i Bible and missionary societies, and other 
us institutions, have called into operation a 
number of females who are employed in col- 
f money for those important organizations, 
>r supplying the poor with copies of the 
of God. There can be no objection to this, 
ed the more youthful portion of the sex so 
^ed be associated with those who are older, 
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and also that very young girls be not employed at 
all in* the work. Nothing can be more repugnant 
to my sense of propriety, than for young females to 
be sent out with what are called " collecting cards," 
to wander over a town, knocking at the doors of 
any body and every body, for the purpose of beg- 
ging money, and sometimes entering into counting- 
houses, and assailing even young men with their 
importunities. 

The distribution of religious tracts is another line 
of female activity in which many may be eminently 
useful. This is a means of doing good universally 
characteristic of the age. The press was nQver so 
active either for good or for evil as it is now. ' Its 
productions are instruments which every hand can 
wield, not excepting that of a young and even com- 
paratively illiterate female. But the same caution 
must be here applied also, that nothing be done to 
break down the barriers of female modesty. 

Perhaps it will be thought I ought not to overlook 
one line of female usefulness peculiar to the sex, and 
especially to the youthful portion of it, and that is, 
furnishing articles by their pencil and their needle, 
the products of which, when sold, shall go to the sup- 
port of the cause of Christ. There is one way of doing 
this, about which I confess I have serious doubts : I 
mean the modern practice of Bazaabs, or, as they 
are now called, " Fancy SalesJ^ I am aware of all 
the arguments that are employed in favor of them 
— such as their gainfulness, and their calling forth 
oontributions from those who would give or could 
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give in no other way. A very beautiful little 
tract) entitled, "The Bazaar," was published two 
years ago, in which the writer, with tolerable show 
oi argument, endeavored to prove that these means 
for the support of religion hardly comport with the 
sanctity of the object. A certain air of frivolity 
and worldliness at these sales is thrown over the 
whole ; so that such a scene looks like piety keep- 
ing a stall at " Vanity Fair." " Recall," says this 
writer, " the scene itself, the gay dress, the music, 
and the raffle — flattery and compliment instead of 
truth. Purchases made from regard to man, and 
not free-will offerings to God. Mortification and 
disappointment, in place of the approving conscious- 
ness of her who ' had done what she could.' Skill 
exercised in making that which is worthless pass for 
much. Arts practiced, advantage taken, with the 
excuse that it is for a religious purpose, that would 
be thought dishonorable in the common business 
transactions of the world. Then follows ennni after 
excitement ; the gaze of the heap of left things to 
be disposed of, or that will do for other bazaars, 
with the false estimate of the result of this. There 
is another fact in the history of such sales : some 
who shun the ball-room and the concert, and never 
entered a theater, act there the shop- worn an, talk 
the nonsense befitting the bazaar-room, and are as 
worldly, vain, and foolish, as she who seldom 
dreams of any thing but pleasure, earth, and 
time." 

Now this, 1 admit, is rather severe, and is, per- 
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haps, a little tinctured with the rab j oolor of ex- 
aggeration. Still there is some truth in it, and it 
may serve as a- corrective, if it should not as a de- 
structive. To the pure, all things are pure, and 
there may be those who can enter, pass through, and 
leave such scenes, without receiving the smallest 
injury to the devout and happy seriousness of their 
religious character. At any rate, it is coming near 
the appearance of evil, and should excite caution and 
prayer on the part of those who consider the matter 
as innocent and therefore lawful. Bazaars, how* 
ever, are not the only way in which the needle may 
be and is employed by pious females for works of 
charity. Working parties are very common. I 
have one that meets periodically in my own vestry, 
where articles of utility are made and shipped for 
sale in India, the produce of which, amounting some- 
times for one year's labor to eighty pounds, is de- 
voted to the support of orphan-schools connected 
with our missionary stations abroad. At these 
meetings, piety, friendship, and zeal, all blend their 
feelings of enjoyment, and furnish happy seasons 
for those who attend them. 

I knew a most accomplished woman, long since 
in heaven, who was called by grace out of the gay 
world, and who, after her conversion, felt an irre- 
sistible desire to do something for the spiritual wel- 
fare of her fellow-creatures and the glory of God ; 
but her means were more limited than her aspira- 
tions. She thoroughly understood the science of 
music, and her most exquisite singing had been the 
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delight of gay aad &shionable circles. Her taste in 
drawing and painting was equal to her skill in 
music. After her conversion to God, she turned 
these elegant accomplishments to the noble purpose 
of glorifying God, " who doth instruct man to dis- 
cretion," by setting some of the most admired 
Italian and German airs to sacred words, and paint- 
ing some Scripture subjects, both of which she sold 
among the circle of her friends, often receiving large 
soms, especially for her paintings, and consecrating 
all, like the woman who broke her alabaster box of 
ointment, to the honor of the Saviour whom she in- 
tensely loved. Perhaps the eye of some gifled 
woman may range over these pages, who may have 
a heart for Christ and his cause, with as scanty 
means and as rare talents to serve both, as the 
female above alluded to ; to her would I say, " Go 
thou and do likewise." 

Is there not one way in which young females, 
unable to do much in producing tasteful works, 
may be occupied in doing good for God and their 
fellow-creatures, without, in the smallest degree, 
violating the rule of decorum or infringing on the 
delicacy of female modesty — I mean visiting the 
chamber of sickness or the cottage ofjp(yoerty^ to read 
to the poor invalid or to the ignorant of their own 
sex the Word of God and religious tracts. Surely 
it is no invasion of either the rights of man or the 
duties of the minister, for a pious, naodest female, 
though young — ^I do not mean children, of course — 
to go to the bedside of the sufferer, and from Holy 
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Soriptuve pour into her ears the words, and mto 
her heart die sacred truths of that precious volume, 
which are the best balm for a wounded spirit, and 
the only consolation for a broken heart. Nor can 
it be improper for her to take her chair by the side 
of a poor mother plying her needle, or watching the 
cradle, and ready to hear words whereby she may 
be saved. What a field of usefulness, almost unoc- 
cupied, is here opened to the ambition and the enw- 
gies of our pious young women who have leisure 
for such occupation ! Is it not thus the deficiencies 
of church accommodation and ministerial instruotioQ 
can be best supplied, and our laboring population, 
as to their destitution of religions advantages, be 
best overtaken ? How many thousands of women 
in the laboring class are there in this large town, 
and in every other of magnitude, who are so occa- 
pied by the cares of their families and the demands 
of their husbands, as never to join the public assem- 
blies for worship, nor to hear the joyful sound of 
the sermon, or the psalm, who would hail as a 
ministering angel the female that would come to 
their scene of constant monotonous care and labor, 
and cause their dreai^y abode to echo with the music 
that tells them of a present salvation even for them, 
and of a land hereafler where the *' wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are forever at rest." 
Oh, ye "devout women, not a few," if ye have 
hearts of pity for the poor, or compassion for the 
souls that are likely to be lost amid their " being 
careful and troubled about many things and their 
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nmch serving ;'' or if you have any zeal for the glory 
g( €U>d, do, do, employ your leisure hours in paying 
l^iese visits of mercy to the houses of poverty, igno- 
rance, sickness, and misery. Here there can be 
nothing in opposition to female modesty, nothing 
that can minister to female vanity. The sedusiob 
of the scene prevents all this ; no rude or inquisitive 
gaze follows her there; no language of fulsome 
compliment or sickly adulation is addressed to her 
there ; she is alone with sorrow, or witnessed only by 
her conscience and her God. Oh, what, to a young 
female so .occupied, is the most elegant and beau- 
tiful woman glittering in the gay scene of £ishion- 
able folly, the admiration of many eyes, and the 
envy of more ? What is all the adulation poured 
by the lip of flattery into the ear of beauty, com- 
pared with the blessing of her that was ready to 
perish, so gratefully bestowed on that sister of 
mercy, who had thus " caused the widow's heart ta 
sing for joy !" 

Companionship affords a means of usefulness of 
which you ought not to be slow in availing your- 
self. It may be you have formed friendships in 
the days of your thoughtlessness with some as 
thoughtless as yourselves. But you have been 
awakened to solemn and holy reflection. You have, 
through the work of divine graoe, passed from death 
unto life ; but your friends still remain under the 
power of the world and far from Grod, Here, then, 
is a most legitimate object of pious zeal, to seek by 
all affectionate and judicious means their conversion 

''\ ^ 
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to Christ. Wbat an honor- and felicity would it be, 
should you be the means of saving the soul ^your 
companion. How close and tender would be your 
fifiendship from that hour, when the tie of afiectfon* 
was doubled and sanctified by the bond of religion 1 
How happy will be your intercourse, how sweet 
your communion ! A covenant is made between' 
you which will go with you to heaven ; for all 
friendships formed on the basis of religion will last 
forever. Take with you then, if you can, to that 
happy world, the friend of your heart, there to 
renew, perfect, and perpetuate tlie intercourse which^ 
you have commenced on earth, and realize the idea 
that the closest and happiest friendship commenced 
below is but the bud, and scarcely even that, which 
will blossom with amaranthine freshness through 
eternity in heaven. 

Woman's talent fbr a flowing, easy, tender style 
of correspondence is generally acknowledged ; and 
ought she not to employ this as a means of serving 
God and her fellow-creatures ? How many have 
been thus led to an acquaintance with religion ! 
There is great moral power in a well-written re- 
ligious letter. It is known and felt to be an effusion 
of love from one heart to affect another. It is read' 
alone, when no one is a witness of the effect. There 
is not the reproving or monitory presence of the 
writer. There is no disposition to feel offended and 
to resent the intrusive advice or warning. Young 
women, employ your pen, and breathe affection from 
tfie female quill. 
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liliall now lay down some bvlxs for the direotion 
of female activity, which most be yery rigidly ob- 
seired, in order to prevent it from doing harm in 
one way as well as good in another. 

The zeal of young women must ever be exercised 
with ^e strictest regard to the modesty of youths 
and especially of youthful females. It must never 
be forgotten that bashfulness is the beauty of female 
> character : like the violet, which seems to court se> 
dusion, and indicates its coy retreat rather by its 
fragrance than its obtrusiveness of color or of place, 
her very retiringness adds to her attractions. Any 
thing that would destroy this — that would strip off 
this delicate vail of modesty, and make her bold and 
obtrusive ; that would thrust her by an impulsive 
ambition of her own mind upon the public notice, 
instead of being sought out for usefulness ; that 
would make her clamorous in her complaints of 
neglect, and imperious in her demands for employ- 
ment — would inflict an irreparable injury on society 
by deriving her of that passive power of gentleness 
by which her influence can be most efiectually ex^ 
erted in society. I confess that with all my desires 
for female activity within its proper sphere, and the 
legitimate exercise of woman's zeal, I am made not 
a little jealous by the active spirit of the i^e, and 
the extent to which the sex is employed, for the del« 
ioate beauty and excellence of the female character. 
Money might flow into the treasury of our societies,, 
and numbers might be added to their friends — spirit 
might be given to our operations, and the triumphs 

i 



/ 



188 TOUVG woman's VBOEHD. 

of the cttuae might seem to be mliltiplied — bat if 
any injury were sustained by the female chanicteri 
all that was otherwise achieved would be aooom- 
plished at a dreadful cost and a fearful loss. There- 
£>re I entreat you, my young friends, to guard 
against this evil. Cultivate that meekness, gentle- 
ness, and retiringness, which are your brightest or- 
naments. Make it appear that in what you are 
doing for God and his cause, you neither seek pub- 
licity, nor aim to attract attention, nor to court ap- 
plause. Avoid all that undue &miliarity, flippancy, 
or trifling with the other sex, which would look as 
if your object was rather to attract notice from them 
than really to do good. I ask for nothing prim, 
prudish, or repulsive ; for no dread of converse with 
men, or flight from their company, as if there were 
moral contamination in their presence and pollution 
in their words. Excessive prudery has not always 
been associated with the highest-toned purity ; nor 
has an easy, artless frankness of manner been ever 
the indication of a bold and forward disposition. 
Still be reserved, without pride or coldness ; and 
frank, easy, and ingenuous, without familiarity and 
obtrusiveness. In this age your danger lies in thB 
latter extreme rather than in the former. Be o(m- 
tented that your influence should flow through socip 
ety like the blood in the human frame, carrying life 
and energy with it, but by channels where it is 
neither heard nor seen. 

Female zeal in religious matters must ever be 
carried forward with due regard to the duties of home. 
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If, as I have stated, home he the sphere of woman^s 
mission, and the first and chief place of her dutj,' 
no public objects of any kind must be allowed to 
interfere with these. This I have already alluded 
to, but on account of its importance I refer to it 
j^in. It is not to the honor of religion, nor to the 
credit of a wife and mother, for a husband to come 
to his home at the dinner hour expecting to see 
every thing ready and in order, and find all in con- 
fusion, nothing properly arranged, and then have his 
time wasted by waiting for his wife, who has not 
finished her benevolent rambles, or her morning's 
activity at some female meeting. Nor is it much 
for his happiness on coming home in the evening, 
suffering from the fatigue and vexation of the world's 
rough business, and when wanting the soothing in- 
fluence of a wife's sweet voice, to have to sit hours 
in sadness and solitude, because she is away at some 
evening public meeting. This is not the way to 
promote connubial felicity, nor to interest his mind 
on behalf of the objects of his wife's zeal. It will 
never do to serve the Lord with time taken from 
domestic order, comfort, and family duty. A neg- 
lected husband and family are a sad comment upon 
some women's religious activity : and it is a com- 
ment not unfrequently expressed by T)thers who see 
it in the appearance of the children and the house. 
These are the instances, of which some who could 
do much without infringing on domestic claims, but 
who will do nothing, avail themselves to justify 
their own selfishness and indolence, and I am sorry 
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that 8uoh instances should eyer be a£brded to 
them. 

Still, a woman may look well to the ways of her 
household, and some do, who by method, diligence, 
and dispatch, set their house in order, and yet have 
time to devote to the cause of religion and human- 
ity. Solomon's description of the virtuous woman 
comprehends both these : " She looketh well to the 
ways of her household. The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust her, so that he shall have no need 
of spoil. Her children rise up and call her blessed. 
She giveth meat to her household, and a portion to 
her maidens. She eateth not the bread of idleness." 
Here is domestic order, management, economy, in 
perfection. Yet with all this is associated, ''She 
stretcheth out her hands to the poor ; yea, she reach- 
eth forth her hands to the needy ; and in her tongue 
is the law of kindness." There the good house- 
wife is supposed, to find time for works of mercy 
abroad, as well as of industry at home. Provided 
the comfort of a husband is never neglected, and 
he has no reason to complain, and does not com- 
plain of the want of his wife's society ; and the 
supervision of the children, as to their general well- 
being, and their education and home-training are 
properly attended to ; and also the whole course 
of domestic order be maintained with regularity 
and' precision, it is to a Christian woman's honor 
that her method of dispatch and order in the regu- 
lation of her household af&irs is such as to leave her 
ample time for usefulness, without the least infring- 
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ing on her duties as a wife, a mother, or a mistress. 
Except in the case of a large family, a destitution 
of all public spirit is no credit to any female. She 
can not be educating her family as she ought to 
do, if she is not by her example as well as by her 
precept training them to habits of benevolenee. 

The two extremes, then, are to be avoided-^f 
allowing, on the one hand, the duties of home so 
entirely to engross the female heart, as to feel no 
interest in any thing that is going on in the world 
for the alleviation of its sorrows, or the reformation 
of its vices, and to cherish no desire to promote 
the great objects of Christian zeal; and, on the 
other hand, to allow them to occupy the attention 
BO far as to neglect the claims of husband, children, 
and servants. The chief danger, in this age, lies in 
giving too much attention to public duties, espe- 
cially lb the metropolis, the seat and centre of all 
our great societies, and the place of their annual 
convocation. It is not much to the credit of a 
mother, nor for the advantage of her daughters, to 
be too fond of taking them to many of these pub- 
lic gatherings. The month of May affords a strong 
temptation to this, which should be most assidu- 
ously watched. It is not only lawful, but proper 
and desirable, that our wives and daughters should 
be present at these meetings. Who would debar 
them from these assemblies, or shut them out from 
these /easts of holy charity, or exclude them from 
scenes in which they take as deep an interest, and 
to which they have contributed equally with our- 



V 

\ 



192 TouKO woman's vbhoid. 

selves 1 Their sex is more benefitted bj fihem 
even than the opposite one. Let woman's heart 
there bleed over the woes of humanity, and es- 
peciallj of her downtrodden sisters in the lands 
of darkness ; let woman's hand be there stretched 
out to lifb them up from their degradation, and 
woman's eye there sparkle with a brighter luster 
as it rejoices over the records of our missions, and 
the triumphs of Christianity. But, then, let not 
this rise into such a passion as shall spoil her for 
scenes partaking of less fascination in some re- 
spects, but to her of more importance in others. 

In order to this, let our younger women in these 
days of general benevolence guard against acquiring 
in youth that taste for public activity which, though 
it will not prevent them from entering into domes- 
tic life, would, to a very considerable extent, dis- 
qualify them for its duties. A love of activity is a 
good ; a passion for it would be an evil. There 
is such a thing as well-regulated, temperate, relig- 
ious zeal, and there is also such a thing as a species 
of religious dissipation. When a young person 
loves home and home duties, but is ever willing and 
ready on suitable occasions, and for a proper object, 
to leave it for works of religious and common bene- 
volence, she is in a right disposition. But when 
home and home duties are irksome, and she is ever 
longing for the excitement of public duties, her 
taste has been corrupted, her character dams^ed, 
and her prospects for future life become somewhat 
beclouded. If she has abjured the intention or wish 
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ever to become a 'wife, and has, without entering a 
coQTeiit, determined to be a sister of charity, it 
may be all very well to desire to give herself 
wholly to works of benevolent activity ; but if not, 
let her beware how she acquires predilections and 
forms habits which would equally unfit and indis- 
pose her for the duties of wedded life. 

Young females while at home should be generally 
regulated by '^he wishes of their parents j and espe» 
dally by their mothers. They are not, and should 
neither wish nor attempt to be, independent of 
parental control. A good and wise daughter will 
ever look up with affectionate deference to a good 
and wise mother, and will therefore enter on no 
oareer of religious activity without consulting her. 
It may be that the wishes of the child and the 
(pinions of the parent, on this point, are some- 
times in opposition to each other, and it requires 
little argument to prove which in this case ought 
to give way. Perhaps some zealous, ardent, young 
female will put such a question as this : *^ I feel it 
my duty to God to attempt to spread religion, and 
to do good to my fellow-creatures, and especially in 
the way of saving their souls, but my parents, not 
being themselves religious, oppose it, and will not 
allow me either to engage in Sunday-school instruc- 
tion, to collect for missionary or Bible societies, or 
to go and distribute tracts, or to read the Scripture* 
to the poor. Is it my duty to follow out my own 
oonvictions, or yield up my wishes to my parents ]" 
It would be very proper for you, in a respectful and 
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deferential manner, to state yonr wishes, and vm 
eTery argument to obtain their oompliance ; but if 
this should proTe ineffectual, you must then submit 
and bear the privation, without resentful suUenness. 
To be moody, ill-tempered, and petulant under the 
refusal, would too plainly indicate that you have 
much yet to do in your own heart to spread relig- 
ion there before you seek to oommunicate it to 
others. You are under no suoh obligation to exer- 
oise your religious zeal in any particular way as 
you are to seek your own salvation. It is mani* 
festly your duty to do good, and you can do it, 
even under suoh restrictions as those I am now sup* 
posing ; for you can set a holy example, and you can 
pray for the spiritual wel&re of others, and corre- 
fljpond with absent friends, and perhaps influence by 
conversation your companions : and thus are not, 
and can not be, shut out from all methods of doing 
good ; and as to those from which you are debarred 
by parental authority, God will take the will for the 
deed, and reward the intention, as he would have 
done the action, had you been permitted to perform 
it. Consider also that as your parents do not enter 
into your views of religion, they will regard your 
conduct, if you persist, in no other light than that 
of a refractory spirit, and will thus receive a preju* 
dice against religion on account of your conduct; 
whereas a meek and good-natured yielding to their 
wishes, and sacrificing an object which they per- 
ceive to have been near your heart, will dispose 
Aem to think favorably of that religious principle 
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vhich could produce such a spirit of unresisting and 

I onoomplaining self-denial. 

I In order to be useful, it is necessary to cultivate 
labits of order, punctuality, and the right appropri- 
ation of time. These remarks apply, of course, to 
soch as move in the wealthier circles of life, and 
whose opportunities of doing good are not confined 
to the Sabbath. Week-days with them should be 
working-days for God and man, by the offices of 
religion and humanity. There is no doing good 
without time. Benevolence requires leisure. Two 
things can not be done at once. How much time 
is wasted, which the miseries and wants of society 
Inquire.* " Time is the most undefinable, yet par- 
adoxical of things ; the past is gone, the future is 
not come, and the present becomes the past, even 
while we attempt to define it, and like the flash of 
the lightning, at once exists and expires. Time is 
the measurer of all things, but is itself immeasur- 
able, and the grand discloser of all things, but is 
itself undisclosed. Like space, it is incomprehensi- 
ble, because it has no limit, and it would be still 
more so, if it had. It is more obscure in its source 
than the Nile, and in its termination than the Niger, 
and advances like the slowest tide, but retreats like 
the swiflest torrent. It gives wings of lightning to 
pleasure, but feet of lead to pain, and lends expecta- 
tion a curb, but enjoyment a spur. It robs beauty 

• Perhaps the following very striking antithetical de- 
scription of time will amuse and instruct many of the read- 
ers of this discourse. 
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of her ohanxiB, to bestow them on her picture, and 

builds a monument to merit, but denies it a house ; 
it is the transient and deceitful flatterer of falsehood, 
but the tried and final friend of truth. Time is the 
most subtle, yet the most insatiable of depredators, 
and by appearing to take nothing, is permitted to 
take all, nor can it be satisfied, until it has stolra 
the world from us, and us from the world. It con- 
stantly flies, yet overcomes all things by flight, and 
although it is the present ally, it will be the future 
conqueror of death. Time, the cradle of hope, but 
the grave of ambition, is the stem corrector of fools, 
but the salutary counselor of the wise, bringing all 
they dread to the one, and all they desire to the 
other ; but like Cassandra, it warns us with a voice 
that even the sagest discredit too long, and the 
ailliest believe too late. Wisdom walks before it, 
opportunity with it, and repentance behind it; he 
that has made it his friend, will have little to fear 
from his enemies; but he that has made it his ene- 
my, will have little to hope from his friends.** 
Redeem the time, is a voice that ought ever to be 
sounding in our ears. We want it for our own 
improvement, and we want it for the good of others. 
We can do much with it, but nothing without it. 
There is scarcely any thing to which the injunction 
of our Lord more strictly applies than to this — 
" Gather up the fragments^ that nothing he losi.^^ 
Order redeems time — so does punctuality; there- 
fore, order and punctuality are among the means 
of mercy and zeal, by supplying the time necessary 
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Ibr their exercise. Kedeem time firom useless 
reading, and also from that excessive addictedness 
to the accomplishments of music, drawing, modem 
languages, and &ncy work, which is so characteris- 
tic of the present day. That some portion of time 
may be given by females in wealthy circles to these 
things, is admitted. We are not for parting with 
even the exquisite polish' which skill in these mat- 
ters imparts to iemale elegance; We love to see 
even the decorations of female mind and manners. 
Of the one, I may have to speak again in a future 
discourse, and therefore shall merely now say, that 
when the cries of misery are entering into her ears, 
and the groans of creation are rising all around her ; 
when such countless millions abroad are living and 
dying without the light of the gospel and the hope 
of salvation ; when at her own doors will be found 
so many passing in ignorance and wickedness to 
their great account ; is it for a humane, and espe* 
dally for a religious young woman to spend so 
much precious time each day over her knitting, 
crotchet, or embroidery-work ? As she sits plying 
those needles, and bringing out, it may be, the 
tasteful device hour after hour, does she never heiw 
the plaint of human woe, *^ Come over and help 
us 1" Does it never occur to her, how many souls 
have gone into eternity unprepared to meet their 
God since she took her chair and commenced her 
daily task 1 Or, even leaving out of view, for a 
moment, the employment of her time for deeds of 
religious zeal, is it not an afflictive sight to behold 
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■o rnnek time thrown awaj <m these efegant trifles, 
whidi mi^ be so mudi better empiojed in enlt^ 
Tsting the mind by usefnl reeding 1 Ton can not 
do good, then, without making some sacrifices of 
time, whidi might be agreeably, if not very prc^t* 
ably, spoit cm matters of taste. 

Permit me now to remind yon that all your 
effnrts of religions aeal should be carried on in a 
tpirii of/oitk andjfrayer. It ^lould not be merely 
the love of activity, mndi less an ambiUons f<Nid- 
nees for publicity and display, that moves you; 
hot a strong and prevailing feeling of love to God 
and love to man. It must not be a substitute for 
religion, but the impulse and the constraining power 
i^ it. Instead of weakening your own piety, it 
must strengthen it. Emanating from your own 
holy mind, it must, like the newly-kindled flame, 
act back upon its source and increase the intensify 
of that You must be watchful over your own 
spirit, and take care that your humility and spiritu- 
ality be not impaired by a spirit of vanity. Tou 
should lo<^ well to your motives, and subject your 
heart to a most rigid self^scrutiny. In the retire* 
ment of the closet you should cultivate that spirit 
of dependence whidi expresses itself m prayer, and 
is cherished by prayer. The more you do for the 
spiritual welfare of others, the more you must do 
ibr your own. You should take alarm if you find 
that the excitements of zeal produce an indisposed* 
ness for the more retired and quiet exercises of d»- 
rotioD. A renewed consecration to your work 
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flbodd oflea tdke place, preceded by a lenewed 
ooDaeoratioji of yourselves to God. 

To encourage you in your career of hojy activity, 
I may call you, in conclusion, to consider the nature 
of yoor work, and the consequences that will follow 
even your humble endearors to carry it on. It is 
rdigion, the gift of Grod to man, which Jesus Christ 
came to our world to bring with him, which the 
Spirit of God is poured out to produce, and the 
Scriptures are written to describe and impart ; it is 
religion, the balm of man's wounded heart, the 
renovator of his corrupt nature, the means of his 
happiness, his preparation for immortal glory ; it is 
religion, the source of individual comfort, domestic 
peace, social order, national prosperity, and the 
whole world's restoration ; it is religion, which shall 
cover our earth with the glories of the Millennium, 
and raise up countless millions of our race from the 
ruins of the fall to the heavens of the eternal God ; 
it is religion, that shall be the glory and the bliss 
of the redeemed church throughout eternity ; it is 
religion, in the cause of which prophets predicted, 
apostles labored, martyrs bled, ministers labor at 
home, and missionaries abroad ; it is this you are 
promoting by all your efforts of religious zeal. la 
this cause you shall not labor in vain, nor without 
your reward, for " the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea;" and your humble labors, though as drops in 
that mighty ocean, ML there and help to replenish 
the mighty mass — and after this shall come the 
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world vhere you shall be gathered unto those b 
women whose lives were briefly recorded in a f 
sermon ; and to all those chaste virgins and h 
matrons, who have wrought to weave by ti 
labors the crown of glory which shall ever flou] 
on the head of our Emmanael. 
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hildren, obey your parents in the Lord : for this 
;h.t. Honor thy fath^ and mother; which is the 
3ommandnaent with promise." — Ephebians vi. 1, 3. 

; is "better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a 
intious and an angry woman." — PitoviBBB xxi. 19. 

eldndly aflfectioned one to another." — Bom, xii, 10. 

was the saying of a judicious governess to a 
just quitting her establishment, '' Be assured, 
^oung friend, that the order, comfort, and hap- 
;s of a family, very greatly depend upon the 
er and conduct of the younger members of it, 
I they cease to be children. I have seen the 
[ling years of some kind parents completely 
ttered by the pride, sel^will, and inconsiderate 
lot of their young people. When a young 
returns home, if she is not so good a daughter 
le was before, whatever acquisitions she may 
made at school, she had better never have 
there." 

is advice, so sensible and so appropriate, not 

shows how well-qualified was the admirable 

Etn who proffered it for the discharge of her 

3, but is well worthy of being written in the 
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first page of every young woman's album ; yea, 
upon the tablet of her heart, and to be read every 
day of her residence in her father's house. 

It has been said, we are all really what we are 
relatively. Akin to this, we may add, every one 
is best known at home. Many people not only 
dress their person, but their character, when they 
go into company, till it has become almost a cur- 
rent saying, '' Tell me not what they are in com- 
pany, but what they are in the family circle." 
J3bme, as we have already said in a former dis- 
course, is one of the sweetest words in our language ; 
and nowhere better understood than in our own 
country. But it involves as many duties as it does 
enjoyments. It is not only a paradise of delights, 
but a school of virtue. A family is a little world 
within doors: the miniature resemblance of the 
great world without. It is in the home of her pa* 
rents that a yoimg female is trained for the future 
home of her own ; and, generally speaking, what 
she toaa in the former, that, in full maturity and 
expansion, she will he in the latter — the good wife, 
and judicious mother, looking well to the ways of 
her household, being the full-blown rose of which 
the good girl^ at home, was the bud of promise 
and of hope. And it may be depended upon as a 
principle, suggested by reason, as well as a &ct 
corroborated by observation, that she who contrib- 
utes nothing to the happiness of her early home, as 
a daughter, is not likely to find others contributing 
to her later one as a wife, a mother, uid a mistress. 
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It is, therefore, of immense importance that you 
should, at once, at the very commencement of thia 
discourse, pause and ponder the momentous truth, 
that you are preparing your own future home by 
the manner in which you conduct yourself in that 
of your &ther ; and because of its importance it is 
thus dwelt upon with such repetition. 

In one aspect, the subject of this sermon is of 
more consequence, in reference to you, than it is in, 
reference to your brothers ; ycu remain longer at 
home than they. It is the usual order of things 
for them to remove early from beneath the parental 
roo^ first to learn, and then to pursue, their avoca- 
tions in life ; so that if ^leir temper be unamiable, 
and their habits unfriendly to domestic peace, they 
90on depart, and bear away the annoyance. But 
yotf, if not necessitated to go out into a situation 
fbr your own support, remain with your parents 
till you are married, and if not wedded, you are 
with them continually. In the latter case you are 
a fixture in the household, and should therefore be 
a happy one. Of how much comfort or disquiet, 
accotding to her character and conduct, may a 
daughter be to a family through' a period of ten or 
twenty years, dating from the period of her return 
from schooU Hence it is always a source, not of 
unmixed delight, but of some anxiety, to a consid- 
erate mother, what kind of home character her child 
will prove when she has finished her education, and 
exchanges the company of her governess and fel- 
low-pupila for that of the family circle. 
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Here, then, is the first tluDg, the great tiiiog to 
be determued upon by the young wooian at home, 
tp be a large contributor to the happiness of the 
domestic circle. You can not be a cipher in the 
house, nor sustain a negative character^ You are a 
member of the little community, and the oth^ 
members must be affected by your conduct Yott 
are ever in the midst of them, and your a<^ons, 
words, and very looks, exert an influence upon 
them. Behold, then, your starting-point in the 
career of home duties. Take up this resolutioil 
intelligently, deliberately, determinately : "I Wiu., 
BY God's oraoe, do all I can to makb mt Hom 

HAPPY TO OTHXBS, AND THUS C0M70RTABLB TO Kt- 

SBLV." Look at this resolution, revolve it, imprint 
il on your memory, heart, conscience. Is it not 
vise, virtuous, right 1 Does not reason, conscience, 
self-love approve it? Let it be a serious matter of 
consideration with you, and not merely a thought 
passing through the mind, and leaving no trace be> 
hind, but a deep, abiding, influential cmisideration^ 
Have not your parents a right to expect it? Is it 
not the most reasonable thing in the world, that 
enjoying the protection and comforts of home, yott 
diould in return make home happy ? 

To difliise happi^iess anywhere is a blissful em- 
ployment, but most of all, at home. To light up 
any countenances with joy is to a benevolent mind 
a desirable thing, but most of all the countenancea 
of parents, and brothers, and sisters. Set out with 
the intense amotion to compel from the whole 
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ly drcld the testimony that it was a happy em 
e domestic history when you came permanently 
»ide at home. O to hear a mother say, " Thy 
ing, my daughter, was as the settlement of a 
istering angel among us — thy amenities of tem- 
thy constant efforts to please, thy sweet and 
le self sacrificing disposition, have been a lamp 
ur dwelling, in the light of which we hare all 
iced! What a lai^e accession, my beloved 
i, hast thou brought to our domestic felicity ! 
eive thy mother's thanks and blessing!" A 
ier heaii; than yours, my young friends, might 
noved by such a hope as this. Contemplate 

the contrast to this, when the conduct of a 
^ter IS such as to extort such a declaration as 
following from sorrowing parents : •* We looked 
rard with pleasure and with hope, not aHogethef 
lixed with anxiety, to the time when we should 
iVe her back from school, to be our companion 

our comfort. How bitter is our disappoint- 
it! Her unamiable disposition, her regardless- 
( of our happiness, her restlessness in the ^rnily 
le, her craving for any company but ours, are 
ifiilly obvious. It was — ^we regret to say it^-a 
increase of our domestic trouble, when she be- 
ie a permanent inmate of our house." Sighs 

tears follow this sad confession. W^hich of 
le shall be the case with you, my young friends 1 

you hesitate ? 

laving, then, made up your mind to be a com* 
at home, you should, and will, of course, inquire 
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into die mems of aoeomplidiiiig jonr pnrpoeek 
Tbese vill, if the purpose be fixed, and the desire 
intense, almost without ammeration, sorest them- 
selTcs. Thej who reallj want to m^e others 
happj, will find out their own means of doing so, 
and be ingenious in their devices to efiectuate the 
end. Many things are difficult, and require deq^ 
thou^ty but not the study to please. If our heart 
be set upon it, we can difiuse bliss almost without 
eflbrt <»> contrivance. From a heart fiillj possessed 
with ihe desire to make others happy, kind aots and 
<^kes will flow oS^ like the ebullitions of a spring 
or the streams of a fountain, without the labor of 
drawing or purifying the water. 
I But we will, for your guidance, lay down rules 
for that behavior at home, which wOl enable you 
to make large contributions to the felicity of the 
fiunily. 

Should your par^its themselves^ be truly pious 
people, who have trained you up in the fear of the 
Lord, their deepest solicitude and most earnest 
prayer for you is, that you may "Hemember your 
Creator in the days of your youth." You have 
been the witnesses of some of their anzkty on this 
ground, and for this object You have heard a 
father's prayers, have seen, perhaps, a mother's 
tears for your salvation ; but of the whole of their 
concern on this point you never can know. It is 
too deep for you to fathom. Till this great subject 
is determined, till they see you in earnest to lead 
A pious life, they can not be happy. They value 
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love, your respeot, your attentions to their 
;>rt, your general good c<mduct, your aoquisi- 
» and not unfrequently feel a parent's pride 
you; but, "Alas, alas!" they say, "one thing 
lackest yet, and that is, the one tiling need- 
true piety — ^the salvation of the soul. Oh, my 
hter, that thou wast a real Christian ; and that 
ove to Christ was as sinoere as thy love to 

and that all thy other excellences were sancti- 
by the crowning one of true religion !" What 
dck is such a reflection to the joy of a Christian 
at. How many hours of bitterness such re- 
ons occasion ! What an interruption to the 

of a &mily does it occasion when there is a 
rence of taste oa this most momentous of all 
wts. How is a mother's heart grieved to see 
laughters, after all the pains she has taken with 
L to form their religious charact^, more taken 
ith &shion, company, and gayety, than with 
tal realities! And that good man, the father, 

is he distressed to see his counsels unheeded, 
>ray«rs unanswered, and they whom he had 
d to lead to the altar of God, &r more fond of 
^ay ceremonial of the world. On the other 
, how happy are those parents whose children 
one with them in this momentous concern. 
' sweet and sacred are the seasons of family 
hip, when, not by constraint, but willingly, the 
ren assemble round the domestic altar, and 
in the sacrifice of prayer and praise. No jars 
discords now arise for the want of sympathy in 
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these great BXkbjtcta. No opposition of tastes 
oocors'^Hdo clashing of interests. Often and often 
does the mother exclaim in the fondness of her 
heart, " Thank God, that dear girl is a Christiao, 
and adds to all her other excellences which endear 
her to my heart, sincere piety toward God I The 
beauties of holiness invest her charms with a love- 
liness that nothing else can impart." 

In order to make home happy, there must be a 
proper consideration atid right discharge of all the 
duties you owe to the various members of the little 
eommunity of which it is composed. 

First of all, there are the Parents. That home 
can not be a happy one where these are neglected, 
and filial duty is wanting in the heart and conduct 
of the children. God has selected the most comr 
prehensive term that could be employed on thif 
subject. "JSTofwr thy father and mother" — thie 
includes respect, love, and obedience. I havei not 
time nor is it necessary here to state the claimf 
which parents have upon your gratitude, reverence^ 
and regard. I can only remind you how much of 
the happiness of home depends upon a right under- 
standing and discharge of the duties you owe to 
them. When a father's heart is wounded by dis- 
obedient conduct, or even disrespectful language ; 
when a mother's comfort is neglected, and her 
burdens are unshared; when it is apparent that 
children are much more intent upon their own 
gratification than that of their parents ; when ser- 
vices are rendered tardily, reluctantly, and with ill- 
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nature ; when complaint is uttered on bnei part, onlj 
to he answered by impertinence on the other^ 
happiness must be a stranger in such a home. Dis- 
obedience in young children, in whom reason and 
reflection are yet feeble, is bad enough, but far 
worse in those who are grown, or growing to years 
of maturity. On the other hand, if it be beautiful 
to see the tender assiduities and aflectionate atten- 
tions of childhood, which are rather the efforts of 
instinct than of reason, it is a far more attractive 
6cene to witness the reverent regard, the studious 
desire to please, the anxious effi>rt to gratify, mani- 
fested toward her parents by a grown-up daughter. 
Here the intelligent mind is moved by the affeo- 
tioniate heart, and the affectionate heart is, in return, 
guided and impelled by the intelligent mind. 

Have your parents been less educated than you, 
and at the same time have spared no expense to 
afibrd you advantages which they did not possess, 
how ungrateful would it be in you by any part of 
your conduct to display your superiority and make 
them conscious of their ignorance. 

Before a mother's infinnities reach the point of 
actual incompetency, a good daughter will feel solio- 
itous to share with her the burden of domestic care, 
and to relieve her as &r as possible from her load 
of maternal duty. This requires caution, lest by 
an officious obtrusion of help, it should be suspected 
she was desirous of thrusting the mother from her 
superintendence, and of stepping into her place. U 
can never &il to wound a mother's heart to be sup« 
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posed to be inoompetent for her plaee as-fosah 
liead of tbe fiimily. £Yen when hnbeeUity is creept 
ing on, she should be made to feel it as little as 
possible, and the forms and show of auth<»rity be 
suffered to remain, when the power has passed 
away. Jealousy if one of the last passions that die 
in the human heart, and it should not be awakened 
by any part of filial conduct in the mind of a parent 
A wife, mother, and mistress, deposed by her owa 
daughter, is a painful sight. She may have much 
weakness, but still enough of reflection remains to 
make her feel her humiliation. Therefore, young 
women, in aiding a mother, for which you ought to 
be ever in readiness, do not attempt to wrest the 
keys from her keeping, but only employ them 
under her direction. For this be ever ready. It 
is to me one of the most lovely scenes on earth to 
see a young woman risen up to be the companion 
and helper of her mother, placing herself by her 
side, and foregoing many an invitation and opportu- 
nity of personal enjoyment to relieve her solitude, 
to lighten her cares, or to minister to her oomfort. 
Your objec^ then, should be to share a mother's 
labor, without superseding her authority; and to 
assist her in a way so tender and so delicate as 
shall neither awaken her suspidon that you wish to 
supplant her, nor make her feel that she is incapable 
of doing without you. 

To these duties all should be attentive, but esp^ 
etally those daughters who make a profession of 
religion. Many who bear and many who will read 
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sermon are happily in this state ; and to them 
d I most earnestly and affectionately say, " Let 
light shine" at home, that its inmates *' seeing 
good -works, may glorify Grod your Heavenly 
er." Let it be most impressively and con- 
ly felt by you, and let it be seen by others 
you feel that religion is no abstract thing of 
s, places, and occasions; but an element of 
ral character, which is to enter into all relations^ 
uties, and all engagements. It must improve 
1 every thing, spreading like a gilded surface 
our whole selves and all our conduct, and 
ng like a beautiful polish on every other excel- 
3. It must make you a better daughter in 
y respect, more respectful, more kind, more 
»ted to your parents, and compel them to say, 
ippy day when she became a Christian, for 
. that hour she became a lovelier and mor^ 
ig chUd !" 

may be that in some cases your parents are 
aruly converted to God. This places you in a 
nit and delicate situation, and will require the 
)et solieitude, care, and prayer, that you may be 
ented from doing or being any thing that would 
idice them against religion ; and that you may 
oabled on the contrary so to conduct yourself 
• prepossess them in its &vor. You must affect 
uperiority, nor even seem to say, " Stand by, I 
holier than thou." This is improper to any 
much more to a parent. You can pray for 
1, and you can exhibit to them, by your ex- 
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ample inyested with all the beaaties of 
what religion is ; but direct efforts to brii 
imder its inflaence, though these should 
alU^ether withheld, should be conducted 
greatest tenderness, humOity, modesty, f 
cacy. There must be no lecturing, much 
reproach or accusation. A deep, tendei 
solicitude for their spiritual welfare must 
Tailed with modesty, but still seeny peuetn 
transparent and graceful covering; a » 
which only now and then presumes to 8pi 
idien it does, always in love. Such a lin^ 
duct may accomplish its purpose, and 
results like the following : 

*'A female, who had been some yean 
and respected for her quiet, consistent, um 
Christian deportment, called on her minist 
troduce her aged mother, who leaned on ] 
and seemed to repose on her that tender 
ence which is so soothing and delightful to 
parent, and so heart-thrilling to a dutiful ai 
Ihl child. Both were overcome by their 
and it was some moments before either ooul 
The minister desired them to be seated, ai 
fully said : * Well, Hannah, I suppose thb 
good mother — ^I am very happy to see her. 
replied the mother, in broken accents, ' her 
and her daughter too. Five and twenty y 
I bore her in infancy ; and now, throi^ he 
mentality, I trust I am bom to God.' " 

Mr. Jay relates a siinilar anecdote. ' 
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aaid a motiier, one day, weeping (her daughter 
being proposed as a candidate for Christian com- 
munion), * I will resist no longer. How can I 
bear to see my dear child love and read the Scrip- 
tures, while I never look into the Bible — to see her 
retire and seek God, while I never pray — to see her 
going to the Lord's table, while his death is nothing 
to meV 'Ah,' said she to the minister who 
called to inform her of her daughter's desire, wip- 
iog her eyes, «yes, sir, I know she is right, and I 
am wrong ; I have seen her firm under reproach, 
and pati^it under provocation, and cheerful in all 
her sufferings. When, in her late illness, she was 
looking for dissolution, heaven stood in her face. 
Oh, that I was as fit to die ! I ought to h&Ve taught 
her, but I am sure she has taught me. How can I 
bear to see her joining the church of God, and leav- 
ing me behind — -perhaps forever 1' From that 
hour she prayed in earnest that the God of her 
diild would be her Grod, and was soon seen walking 
with her in the way everlasting." 

But there are, in most cases, other members of 
the household besides the parents — the bbotiiebs 
and 8ISTSR8 — who also require attention and right 
conduct from " The Young Woman at Home." A 
loving, united, harmonious family, I repeat again, 
where, while the children are all devoted to the 
comfort of their parents and of one another ; where 
each is studious to perform all kind offices, and to 
please the rest, and all seek the happiness of each, 
13 ooa of the loveliest scenes to be found in our di- 
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vided and discordant world. Dr. Watts has taagkt 
us this from our childhood : 



" Whateyer brawls disturb the street, 
There should be peace at home. 



» 



Much, very much, depends upon the daughters for 
thb domestic harmony. They can exert, if prudent^ 
good-tempered, and obliging, a softening influeooe 
over the minds and manners of their brothers. A 
sisterly affection, judiciously displayed, is one of the 
sweetest and most powerful ingredients in tiie cup 
of domestic enjoyment True it is, that it iriH 
require occasionally some little self^enial, and 
sacrifice of personal gratification, predilection, and 
feeling, to condliate the afi[ection, and secure, the 
good-will of brothers, who are apt to b^n too soon 
to feel that they are '^the lords of the creatioB;^ 
and thus to keep the peace of the family. But a 
girl of good sense and affectionate dispontion wifl 
go a great way in this direction. Woman is made 
to yield, though not to be trampled upon. Her 
gentle nature is formed for submission, rather iktm 
for resistance. A good and wise sister will feel 
this, and her very affection will, in most cases, be 
her protection. Let her put forth the thousand 
little arts of ingenuousness, of which she is, or may 
be mistress, and throw die silken cords of love oyer 
her brothers^ hearts, and she may do much to at- 
tach, and in some cases even to subject them to 
her, and make them fond of home. A husband is 
but too apt to run away firom the home wUoh is 
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ttod by an ill-natured wife ; and brothers have 
often driven away to company, by cross, sul- 
maocommodating sisters. I am aware that it 
it too frequently the case, that young men are 
e and attentive to every female but those they 
f day meet at home, and scarcely any one has 
»mplain of a want of civility and complaisance 
bheir sisters. At the same time it must be con- 

d, that some young women have themselves to 
le for this, for it does require more virtue than 
iinarily found, to be very much attached and at> 
ve to such an impersonation of pettishness, ill- 
or, and vanity, as some silly girls present at 

e. How many parents' comfort is disturbed, 
th^r hearts half broken, by the jealousies, en- 
and contentions of their children. 

le dder daughter, especially if she be older 
her brothers, also has a larger share of respon^ 
ity attaching to her than belongs to any other 
« children, just because her influence is greater 
any other. She does almost as much to form 
^racter of the younger branches as the moth- 
md when the latter is feeble and inefficient^ 
ftps more. It is a lovely sight to behold an 
ligent and affectionate girl, yet not authori- 
e or dictatorial, exerting a plastic power over 
jTOunger brothers and sisters, setting them a 
tiful example of filial piety, and lending all her 
» to uphold parental authority over them, 
liating their confidence by her judgment, and 
affection by her kindness — throwing a soflening 
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and gentle influence over l^eir ruder and hm 
natures, and compelling the parents to say, ^ 
is a second mother to the family." Ye s 
daughters, hehold your pattern ! 

The SERVANTS must not be left out of com 
ation. These add much, very much, to the ooi 
or disquiet of families ; and they are considei 
influenced, not only by the conduct of the pai 
but by that of the children. Were I speakii 
young men, I should remind them of the dist 
without pride — the kindness, without &miiiar 
the purity in thought, word and deed, whi 
incumbent in all their conduct — ^which is nece 
to be observed in their conduct — ^toward J 
servants. But I am speaking to young wonuti 
therefore remind them that the three things i 
practiced are kindness^ connderateness and canfie 
and the three to be avoided are haughtiness^ o^ 
sion, and famiHarity, A young woman dis 
considerable littleness of mind, as well as ft 
fulness of the laws of God, when she tret 
servant with scorn and contempt, as being < 
inferior nature. Perhaps, at the same time, 
servant may have not only a finer form a 
stronger mind, but a holier heart and a di 
taste, than she who treats her with superc 
disesteem. In every thing the servant ma 
superior except in rank. Nor is this the only 
of ill-tneatment that servants are sometimes do< 
to bear from their young mistress, and, alas ! a 
times at the oognizanoe of their old mistresi 
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Women of high rank and title are brought up with 
the notion, and the practice also, that they are to do 
nothing for themselves, and they are usually pro* 
vided with a waiting-maid to do every thing for 
them ; to whom her place would be a sinecure, if 
her mistress did any thing for herselfl But for 
others in the middle life to be brought up in help- 
lessness, is a discredit to the mother, an injury to 
the daughter, and generally » cruelty to those who 
are called to minister to them. Such a system of 
aping the manners of the nobility, where there are 
scarcely means ta command help for the ordinary 
duties of a tfadesman's household, is indeed oon- 
temptib3<f. Mothers, I speak to you. Train your 
daughters, not to be fine and helpless ladies, but to 
be useful wives, mothers, and mistresses. Be your- 
selves patterns in these things, and propose the 
pattern for the imitation of your daughters. See 
to it, that they learn to help themselves in all 
proper matters, and do not allow them to press too 
hard upon the energies of your servants. Much 
will depend upon you in this matter. And do you, 
my young female friends, enter warmly and wisely 
into this subject yourselves. Do not affect the fine 
lady, or wish to be only a kind of dressed doll, to 
be carried about and played with by others. I do 
not ask you to do any thing to demean yourselves 
below your rank and station, or any thing that 
would degrade you in the eyes of the servants 
themselves ; but still be ambitious to grow up in a 
'state of independ^ice, and in a preparedness to make 
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your way tiirougb life, even against difficalties and 
privations, should you be called to meet with them. 
Your own happiness, as well as the comfort of the 
servants, demands you should be as considerate and 
give as little trouble as possible. It was certainly 
a happy invention for mistresses when bell-hanging 
was invented, but a great misery for some servants, 
in whose ears the. jingle of the parlor or bed-room 
bell is ever going. ** What," says many a thought- 
less young woman, " were servants given for but to 
wait upon us?" And what were young limbs 
given you for but to wait upou yourselves ? It 
would do some young persons good, tf for one year, 
at least, they were without a servant at aVl^and had 
every thing to do for themselves. How muok bet- 
ter, how much nobler than this inconsideratenen^ 
ia the kindness which not only avoids giving trouble, 
but thaXf alsOj which leads a young woman, in addl> 
tion to attending to her general comfort, to teach a 
servant to read and write, and to take the overnght 
of her education in things important for her to know, 
especially tiie subject of personal religion. 

But there is another thing on which a few remarks 
should be made, and that is, the undue familiarity 
which young women sometimes contract with 
female servants. Kindness, to whatever extent it 
may and should be carried, and whatever offices it 
leads to, does not imply companionship : a good 
and wise servant will not wish it, and knows her 
place too well to make the attempt. It is only she 
whose mind is as artful as that of her young mistress 
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tft weak, that will aeek to gain ascendanoy over her, 
and to become her confidante. ^' A young lady," 
says Mrs. Copley, *^ would very much degrade and 
injure herself by choosing to make a servant, how- 
ever respectable, her familiar associate, the vehicle 
of gossip or scandal, the partner in her jokes, the 
confidante of her afi&irs. Such intimacies are most 
prejudicial, disgraceful, ancTperilous. Many a young 
lady, who thought it no harm to listen to the flat* 
tering tales of an artful servant, about her beauty 
and her conquests, has been led on to receive from 
her hands the seductive letter, to &11 in with her 
Qontrivaace for clandestine interviews, and at length 
to complete a marriage without the knowledge or 
l^probatton of her parents, and in its results ruinous 
to herself. Where things have not been carried 
on to this disastrous extremity, much levity and 
imprudence have resulted from such unprofitable 
end unsuitable intimacies, which have occasioned 
unf^easant reports and surmises at the time, and 
have formed matter of painful reflection in the mjnd 
of the individual, long after the connection has been 
dissolved, and the duiger escaped." 

I now suggest some other matters, partially im- 
plied in what we have already advanced, but of 
sufficient importance to be brought out into full 
view. Among these must be mentioned amiability : 
in other words, that sweetness of temper which is ever 
seeking to please, and to avoid whatever would 
offend. There is a saying, that " Temper is every 
thing." This is going too &r, since there is no doubt 
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ft good toyiper is somedroes associated with bad 
principle ; while on the other hand, there are manf 
high-principled and noble-minded individuals, whe 
are troubled, equally to their own annoyance and 
that of their friends, with infirmities of tempen 
Still, though not ew%Ty thing, good temper is a grtei 
thing. No doubt very much depends in this mat- 
ter upon our physical organization, for we see tlM 
same difference in the brute creation that we ob* 
serve in the human species. But this, though an ex« 
planation, is not an apol<^y : because reason and 
religion may do much, and in myriads of instances 
have done much, to correct and improve a disposi- 
tion naturally bad. Begin life, then, young women, 
with a deep impression of the value of good temper, 
both to your own happiness and to that of the per- 
sons with whom you have to do, especially the 
&mi]y circle. Study your own temper. Know 
well what it is you have to contend with in your 
own case, and set yourselves most diligently to sub^ 
due it. Be mistress of your temper. Bad temper 
is a generic phrase, of which there are several 
species — ^as, for Instance, there is a peevishness or 
petulance about some persons which makes them 
susceptible of offense, not of either a very deep or 
passionate kind, but an irritability which disposes 
them to be hurt at little things, and to complain of 
the conduct of others, rather than to have their re- 
sentment excited. Then there is the violent temper, 
which is excited by some supposed or real offense 
to sudden ebullitions of wrath, sometimes even to a 
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CI, or wluit we call being in a panum. There 
BO the tuUen cUsposition, which, cm being oon- 
cted, opposed, or reproved, sinks into a silent^ 
iy, and inwardly resentful state of mind. Per- 
of this turn will sulk for hours, if not days ; 
ing into themselves, they will brood over the 
!;er which has occasioned this unhappy state, till 

have actually made themselves ill by their bad 
per*; and yet, if expostulated with, will assert 

are not ill-tempered, but only "Atirt" This is 
disposition which, more than any thing else, is 
nterruption to domestic peace. I am no apol- 
^ for stormy passions, or for those that indulge 
1,' but those who are soon in a blaze, and 
x>n cooled down, and the fire extinguished, are 
so inimical to the peace of a &mily, as they in 
se heart the embers of ill-will are kept long 
iildering under the ashes, and not suffered to 
lit. But besides these, there are other varieties 
emper which are sadly inimical to domestic 
e. There is the selfish disposition, which leads 
ossessor ever to be seeking to concentrate the 
rds of the family upon herself, especially if 
3ct to indisposition. All must bend to her, 
every hand be employed by her. Her will 
t be consulted in every thing, and her comfort 
le study of all. She must engross the affection^ 
le parents, the regard of the brothers and sis- 

and the time, attention, and labor of the 
mts. This is sometimes fostered by injudicioufi 
Qts, who exdte the envy and jealousy of the 



/ 



— _- , 

SS3 Toviro WOMAN 8 FRmro. 

other branches of the ^mil j, hj this esucdon from 
all for the sake of the one. True, where there k 
much indisposition, the sufferer should he^ and 
usually is, die center of sympathetic attention ; bati 
where the ailments are slight, and especially where, 
tiie patient is apt to exaggerate them, she should, 
not be petted into an engrossing and exacting 
selfishness ; but should be gently taught to have a 
little regard to the comfort of others. In addition 
to tiiese, there is the^^a/otM and envious dispositioo, 
which contends not only for pre-eminence, but for 
monopoly; which accounts as a rival every one 
who receives the least special notice, and dislik«i 
her on that account. What petty passions of this 
kind often creep into families, and poison all the 
springs of domestic happiness. Consider how muok 
the tempers of its members have to do with the 
peace of a household — ^how much of sunshine one 
sweet and lovely disposition, constantly in exerdssi 
may throw over a household ;^ and on the other 
hand, how much of cloud, and gloom, and storm, 
one passionate, sullen, selfish, or envious temper 
may bring over the little community at home. 

My young friends, begin life with a deep convic- 
tion — and you can notiiave it too deep — of the im-. 
portance of this subject.^ A bad temper will tor- 
ment you through life. With this, you will carry 
your own curse with you everywhere. It will 
multiply your enemies, and alienate your fnends ; 
it will becloud your reason, and hinder your relig- 
ion ; it will embitter your comforts, and envenom 
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jour trials ; it will make you unhappy at home, 
aad procure for you distress from home ; it will 
give yoa wretchedness at the time, and conscious 
guilt and painful reflections afterward ; it will de- 
prive your days of peace, and your nights of sleep ; 
in short, a bad temper will be to the soul what a 
ehronic and painful disease is to the body — a con- 
stant source of uneasiness and distress — ^with this 
difference, that whereas the former is a visitation 
from Grod, the latter is our own doing ; and while 
one to the Giristian brings its own consolation with it, 
the other brings nothing but punishment and shame. 
To make home happy, you must, of course, be 
conformed to its general rules. This, perhaps, it is 
less necessary to insist upon in reference to you, 
than it is to your brothers, because you are less in 
danger than they of infringing upon domestic order. 
Every well-regulated family has its laws and cus- 
toms, its times and seasons, its government and 
authority. These must be observed, if the little 
community be kept in order and good- condition. 
I will suppose it is a pious &mily, where God is 
worshiped, and the morning and evening sacrifice 
are duly offered upon the domestic altar. At the 
appointed hour, all ought to be present. Nothing 
can be more unseemly than to see one member 
after another come dropping in while the Scriptures 
are being read, as if the Bible were only the prayer- 
bell to call the family together for worship. I have ' 
often witnessed this, and have heard the objurgation 
of the father to his dilatory children, whose want 
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of punctuality had been occasioned only by a 
wretched, slothful habit of lying late in bed. It 
has really in some cases given rise to domestic 
quarrels. Much the same remark will apply to 
other matters. The father of a family may se6 
reason to object to the late hours of the present 
day, and may request that all his household shall 
be at home by a certain hour of the evening. It 
may be thought by his children he is too precise — 
too antiquated in his notions— too inconsiderate of 
their gratification — ^but still it is his law; he is 
master of his house, and they are his subjects, who 
are to obey. It is quite unseemly for the children 
to be ever maintaining a struggle against paternal 
rule and maternal counsel. On the contrary, it is 
the glory and the praise of a good and dutiful child 
to find what sacrifices of feeling and gratification 
she can submit to, rather than commit herself to a 
struggle with parental rule and domestic govern- 
ment. On the other hand, parents should be very 
careful not to make their yoke oppressive, and their 
burden heavy. The laws of the family should not 
be too stringent, nor the authority of the parent' 
tyrannical, capricious, and unnecessarily precise. 
But they must be obeyed as long as they last, and 
the elder branches of the family, where there an 
younger ones, should excel in leading them, both by 
example and precept, to this habitual conformity to 
household law. 

If you would make home happy, you must, of 
course, be happy at home. No one can difiiise joy 
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is not joyful, l^e passions are infectious, b^ 
the heart is sympathetic. Cheerful persons 
I others so, and so does the gloomy one, just 
ke sun irradiates by his beams, or the clouds 
»n by their shadow, the whole landscape. A 
g person whose heart finds its resting-place in 
lomestic circle; whose sympathies are with 
ihold scenes ; whose chosen companions are 
)arent8, and her brothers, and sisters ; whose 
ures are the sweet interchanges of domestic 
s and affections; whose loved employment it 
make her daily contribution to the comfort of 
ttle community within doors ; and whose good* 
>red disposition radiates from smiling eyes^ 
lows from gently-curled lips — ^such an inmate 
blessing to the house in which she dwells. j 
soft music of her speech, aided by the genial 
mce of her accommodating and insinuating 
er, sheds a benign influence on all the family. 
>bserve the opposite to all this — the girl that 
I round upon her home as a prison rather than 
adise, and seems to think that to stay at home 
>enance rather than a pleasure ; from all which 
1 anxious to escape, and is ever seeking oppor- 
ies to effect her purpose. Her gloomy aspect, 
ullen disposition, her discontented air, her re- 
ve taciturnity, her peevish expressions, when I 
loes break silence, her unsympathizing isola- j 
-what a member of the family is this! She 
;here no associates, no objects of strong affeo- 
nothing to engage and interest her heart ; but 
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i m ever wekiiig oocMJom to -slip *w&j, vpon ny 

{Hretense, or into any engigeiiicnt. She is everoDi 

the watch lor a^KHtmiities or excnuen fiir abeencB; 

reedj Ibr aoj emnd; eager for eveiy bnaiDen 

that opens the door Ibr her cgma. She is not 

h^py but in a ocmtinual round of parties, Tisita^ 

or out-ol^door novelties, o£ whidi this^srtile age is 

so prolific. Anj society, rather than that of tha 

fiunily, and any sooies rather than those of home, 

suit her taste. Can such a young person make 

hofoe happy 1 Yes, if a specter can do it — iat 

such, or little better, is she, Toung people, I re^ 

peat^ be happy at home. Parents, put forth all 

fow ingenuity to make t^em so, by investing home 

with its proper attractions. Mothers, this deTolvei 

much on you. Be you " keepers at home,'^ for • 

gossiping mother is sure to make gossiping dau|^ 

ters. Let it be seen that you are happy at home^ 

in the midst of your &milies. Put on a dieeifql 

countenance, that your children may love to bask 

in the sunshine of your smiles. Be the center of 

attraction to your families, and let the household 

delight to revolve in sweetest harmony around youc 

maternal chair. 

Induatrtotbs habits will contribute greatly to the 

happiness of home, especially on the part of a young 

female. Slothfulness is a wretched thing, not onlj 

as regards the subject of it, but as afiecting others. 

A lazy person can not be a happy one. Indolence 

is a constant opposition to the law of our being, 

whidi is made for activity. That there is a speciee 
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hilgence connected with it, is true ; but it is a 
mixed kind of gratification^ for as it is against 
-e, there is sometimes a obnsciousness of this, 
i awakens the conscience and inflicts remorse* 
be remonstrances of conscience are added the 
caches of others ; and as it can not always be 
ged, there are the repugnance, the lassitude^ 
jis intrticB to be overcome, which makes the 
exertion of indolence more wearisome than &r 
er efforts of activity. Slothfuiness is a miser^ 
object to look at. •The very sight of it inflicts 
upon an industrious person. What a misery 

to an industrious mother, to see the dul]| 
jT, immovable habits of a daughter, whom nei- 
Bntreaties, persuasives, nor rebukes can quick- 
ito activity, or excite to industry — ^who, if 
A. at all, must be moved like a stone up hillj 
lain force, and which, without the same effort 
ep it going, is ever rolling back again into its 
IT place : a poor, lumpish creature, who is 
;h to wear out the patience of the most for* 
ng and affectionate mother on earth. Such a 

must be destructive of domestic happiness, 
y not come into the family with the noise, and 
active force, and fury of a hurricane, like the 
gacy of a prodigal son, but it settles down 
its comfort like the silent power of a blight or 
Idew. It is a constant vexation, which eats 
the very core of a mother's heart, when she 
that a daughter who is grown to an age when 
aght to be a relief to maternal labor and solie- 
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I Itode, is ft hesTj inoreaae to bodL This wretbbdd 
! babit maj be overcome, and it mast be, or joa will 
be a poor, helpless, useless, mihappj creature 
j through life. If indolent in your parents' house, 
what are joa likely to be in your own. An idle 
daughter is likely to make an idle mother; and 
from my soul, I pity the man who is tied for life to 
a lazy, indolent woman. No personal charms, no 
mental acquirements, no brilliancy of conversation, 
can make up for the want of domestic industry : 
and, indeed, these things are jarely found in the ab* 
sence of industry, for indolence is usually too lazj 
to acquire knowledge; the habits of soul and body 
being in sympathy with each other. 

It is essential to your making home happy that 
there should be much Belf-denial — a spirit of fo^ 
bearance — an occasional surrender, for the sake of 
peace, of supposed rights — a willingness to for^ 
what you could righteously claim as your own. I 
am aware there are limits to this, especially in 
oases where concession pampers tyranny and in- 
vites oppression. There may be brothers, and even 
sisters, whose disposition is so encroaching that it 
should, by parental authority, be resisted on behalf 
of the weaker and more yielding members of 0o 
household. It is, however, far better in some cases 
to concede rights, when the sacrifice is not too 
costly, and does not involve a violation of prin- 
ciple, than to contend for them. The contest, even 
where it is successful, often costs more than it is 
worth — tha victory does not pay lor the battle. 
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Be, t^ioefore, content sometimes to lose a little for 
the sake of retaining a great deal more. I can not 
gisre you a pieoe of advice more conducive to your 
peace at home, or to your comfort through life, 
than to be ever ready gracefully and quietly to 
bear with the infirmities of disposition of those 
around you, and to yield in little things what you 
deem belongs to you, rather than disturb the peace 
of the family by contending for them. 

Nearly allied to this is the importance of never 
seeking to engross an undue share of parental 
affection. Let there be no ambition to be a 
&vorite, nor any arts to obtain this distinction. 
Some young people have made home miserable in 
this Vay. They have been base and guilty enough 
to attempt to rise in the esteem and affection of 
their parents, by little arts of detraction in reference 
to their brothers and sisters ; and some parents are 
weak enough to encourage the attempt. Partiality 
is then not only cherished but manifested. Envy 
and jealousy ensue. The peace of the family is 
destroyed. Abhor this conduct, and be content to 
share with other branches of the family your 
parents' justly-apportioned regards. 

Recollect that your power to contribute to the 
happiness of home does not depend on the perform- 
ance of rare and great services, which do but very 
seldom occur, but in attention to little things, 
which are ever transpiring. Our existence as to 
time is made up not only of years, but of moments : 
our body as to bulk, not only of limbs, but of par- 
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tiolM : our history as to events, not only of great 
events, but of little occurrences : and our obligations} 
not only of splendid acts of duty, but of seemingly 
insignificant ones. Set out in life with a deep sen^s 
of the importance of little things, or, rather, with a 
conviction that where character, duty, and happiness 
are concerned, relating not only to ourselves but to 
others, nothing is little. This applies especially to 
your conduct in the family. In that little world, 
then, keep up a constant attention to what will 
constitute the felicity of the passing hour. True 
politeness has been defined to consist in ^ beneitO' 
lence in trifles,'^'' It is a beautiful definition, and is 
worthy of being remembered by all who would fiU 
the fitmily circle with bliss. By politeness Ubre I 
do not mean the heartless and unmeaning ceremony 
of the world, such as is taught by Lord Qiest^- 
field's pages ; nor even the graceful polish of maimers 
which characterizes the intercourse of well-bred 
people ; but a gentle, obliging demeanor and deli- 
oacy of behavior toward all around; that mode 
of conducting ourselves toward others which is 
opposed to all that is coarse, vulgar, rude, and 
offensively familiar. The politeness that I mean k 
not affection's root, but it is its fiower, beauty, and 
fragrance ; or if not the plant itself, it is like the 
hedge round it, which preserves it from being 
trampled under foot. In the family circle all the 
little acts that can give pleasure or pain, yea, all 
the words, tones, and looks, should ever be consid- 
ered and weighed. Woman has, perhaps, more taot 
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ifiad disoemment in reference to the minor afiaim of 
Hfe than man. Her mental eye is more discerning, 
her touch more delicate, her taste more refined on 
all matters of behavior. Let her, therefore, keep up 
this in reference to the conduct at home. Mrs. 
Coj^ley, in dwelling upon this, has the following 
reference to her own history : " Might I be per- 
mitted to say, that afler the lapse of twenty-six 
years, a sensation of pleasure thrills through my 
fingers, when I recollect the daily task of tying on 
my father's neckcloth, and combing back my moth* 
er's silvery locks." * * * «» But we return to the 
more ordinary circumstances of young females, 
resident under the parental roof, afler having finished 
the term of their education ; and observe, that their 
conduct should be marked by a soothing forbear- 
ance and tenderness toward die infirmities of their 
parents. Deafness, lameness, dim-sightedness, and 
other infirmities of age, circumscribe their pleasures, 
and, perhaps^ a degree of fretfulness is sometimes 
observed. But a dutiful child will be fertile in 
expedients to extend their pleasures, to alleviate 
their privations, and to bear with and soothe their 
infirmities. The prompt eye will discern theiir 
needs, and anticipate their wishes. The needle will 
be threaded before the eye aches with endeavoring, 
and before the sigh is excited by inability, to 
accomplish it ; or, by gentle and playful persuasion, 
the needle-work will be exchanged for knitting or 
netting. The leg-rest or the footstool will be pre- 
sented or exchanged before complaint of uneasiness 
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is uttered. The large-printed Bible and the sp^ 
tades will be placed at hand ; the dim columns of 
the newspaper will be read aloud ; the inquiriifg 
eye will be answered by a repetition of the conver- 
■ation, or of the sacred address, which, uttered by a 
stranger's voice, had passed over the dull ear ; and 
in the most exalted sense, the benevolent pleasure 
will be enjoyed of being eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, ears to the deaf, and causing the trembling 
heart to sing for joy."* 

I now return to the idea with which we started 
—that the right conduct of a ^' daughter at home,'* 
is to study to make home happy. There is, my 
young friends, a &scination in the very expression 
-^A HAPPT HOMB. And SO &r as what may be 
called the poetry of home scenes is concerned, is 
there a lovelier flower to be found in this garden 
of earthly delights, this paradise of sweets, than a 
good daughter and affectionate sister, adorning her 
maiden charms with the virtues that become her 
sex, her age, and her relationships, and elevating 
and sanctifying all her other excellences by a saintly 
piety, whidi makes her lovely in the eyes of God 
by all the beauties of holiness ? Her father's pride, 

* These eztraots are firom an anonymoiis work published 
by the Religious Tract Sooiety, entitled ** Female Exoel** 
lenoe,** which was written, as well as many others, by that 
admirable woman. If the productions of her pen had not 
the brilliancy of many other writers, they are all adapted 
to uaeftilness. By her decease the female part of the 
eoBMwnnity have lost one of their ablest guides. 
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W mot&er's comfort, and her brother's oompani<m, 
ske 18 the ministering angel of them all. How 
Bmeh of bliss does that one dear object of their 
common affection throw over them all ! Her ab- 
s^ce is mourned as a common loss^ and her return 
to the family circle is hailed as the restoration of a 
suspended enjoyment. This loved one has been 
loved by another that belongs not to the family, 
but who is about, through her, to be united with it. 
With what a treasure, at their expense, is he about 
to enrich his own home. Their hearts, at the 
thought of parting from her, bleed from wounds 
which nothing but the hope of her happiness could 
heal. Her removal leaves a blank, which, as they 
look upon her vacant seat, calls up recollections, 
imd produces a sense of deprivation, which even 
her happy union can scarcely appease. But as 
woman's mission is to make happy the home of her 
husband, she is now gone forth to fulfill hers^ 
Well has she been trained, and well has she trained 
herself, also, at her mother's home, for this home 
of h^ own, where all the united excellences of the 
good daughter and the good sister now develop 
and blend in the more mature and matronly vir- 
tues of the good wife, mother, and mistress ; and 
•he who, as " the young woman at home," contrib- 
uted so largely to the felicity of one family circle, 
was preparing to contribute still more largely to 
the felicity of another, and that other is her own. 
Behold, my young friends, your pattern. May the im- 
itation of it be your study, your prayer, your bliss^ 



A 



k 



Hr "^"^zzi Strir urnr iant Ado. 




^•^4;^ <«:^'> ns%^4^^ j$i*iL tab s»!<n» if ^cLx 

iitlMFtu :iiMi^9^ le&ifUiAn^ 3/ itN^ a auMJ y 
:|lMHi^ vtf: ^jim niMK :ielL 3ifiUT8t. iu mis ^irv^maK 

ii^pttfi ^ift. ^SUr ju^me^ jtttf* ii^ jesvTii^ m^ nr Wih ^4 

il ibr «ait it&sttiaiiL if Hs^ w^ «ieiLji put inxa 
h. m toiift ^^ BiSBw^s kfTtaiaesi s^its to mem m ihtl 



k 



THX TOUVO WOMAN AWAT FBOM HOMX. 885 

» 

and season of delight, filial piety blending its 
r with conjugal afiection, and investing even 
al charms with new and captivating beauty, 
tt I now speak of a different kind and purpose 
paration from home. I contemplate the young 
an, not led out by that right hand, the ^ cun» 
' of which is to be employed for her support ; 
;oing away, leaning upon that arm which is to 
»ntinually stretched over her for protection, but 
rting solitarily and mournfully on the journey • 
fe, to meet alone its dangers, cares, and toils, 
sad enough to see a young man quitting hts 
r's house, and leaving home to earn his daily 
1 by the sweat of his brow ; how much more 
e a joung female thus go forth to seek her own 
MTt. What is it but a lamb* venturing out into 
rildeniess where wolves abound ; or a youiig 

quitting its nest to fly abroad, amid eagles and 
tree. How many in the progress of life, and 

its duuiges, some of which are so melancholy, 
back to the hour of separation and exclaim^ 
, nxy mother, how sad and certain presages of 

awaited me were those bitter tears I shed on 

morning when I tore myself from thy em*' 
) ! My heart then sunk, and the sun of my 
hen set never to rise. Every step since then 
ly dark journey has been one of sorrow ; and 
f change, but of one calamity for another." 

some cases separation from home is reiidersd 
ssary by a change in domestic circumstances^ 
she who was brou^t up ever so tenderly amid 
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tihelutaries, and with the prospects of q)iilcnQe, k 
now oompelled to quit soMies where she was e 
stranger to toil and care, to earn her own sappciti 
It Is a sight to be looked upon with admiration, to 
behold a young woman in these circumstanoes, ia* 
stead of hanging upon parents no longer able to 
support her without additional privations for thsBit^ 
selves, nobly resolving to relieve them of tins bum* 
den, and instead of sitting down in despairing grid 
and helpless sorrow, bracing her mind to meet tiis 
privations of her altered condition, descendii^ 
gracefully to her lower level, and going forth vrith 
true magnanimity, inspired by religion, to trsad 
life's stormy wave alone. No morbid s^ise of- 
degradation ; no feeling of fklse shame, arising from 
humbled drcumstanoes ; no haughty sense of iiik 
miliati^n connected with a situaticm of subofdina> 
tion and dependence, benumbs her faculties, pai^ 
lyfses her enei^es, or renders the duties of her new 
situation irksome and oppressive ; but rememberiag 
it is the will of Providence, and thankful for her 
heidth, her abilities, and her opportunities to take 
care of herself, she goes to her situation without 
dread, despondency, or reluctance. 

Others meet with no such reverse, but are broi]^bft 
up amid circumstances which have always kept 
before them the probability that they must go out 
into the world to earn their own support. In these 
cases, it comes not upon them by surprise, and if 
they are wise they will endeavor to prepare iknek 
hearts, and qualify thdr minds for this change of 
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moe. A judicioos mother^s energies and yigi' 
, 'Mil ever be employed not only in helping 
laughters, but in teaching them to help them- 
s. Wherever there is a probability of their 
Dg home, and even where there is not, her anx* 
considering the vicissitudes of human life, 
Id be directed to the point of qualifying them 
i sel^supporting. And it should be a point of 
*ion with every young woman, whose parents 
with difficulty, sdpport their family, not to be 
ens to them, but to take care of herself in 
) honorable and useful occupation. It is a very 
tiful scene to witness a young female not only 
orting herself, but endeavoring, by the produce 
It diligence, and the savings of her frugality, 
inister to the comfort of aged, infirm, or im^ 
rished parents. Many a filial heroine has left 
), and endured privations neither few nor small^ 
[lis purpose. All her discomfort and labor are 
red with patience, under the idea that by this 
IS she is rendering the home of her beloved 
Its more happy. Here, however, a caution is 
isary agamst a too great eagerness to get away 
home. A lai^e family, where there is a strait- 
income, brings many cares, and some priva- 
, not only upon the mother, but upon the elder 
hters. In such a case, for a young woman who 
)e of essential service to her mother, and whom 
nother wishes to retain, to determine ot even 
to go out into the world, and leave her mother 
»tiggle and almost &int under the load, is a 
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deplomble want of filial pietj. It is delightMli 
hear a daughter say, ^' Any where, or in any oirooB' 
atanoes, abroad or at home, in single or in weddel 
life, my beloved and honored parents, I am read^ 
and willing, and eager to serve you." 

There is another and melafticholy occasion, whiofa 
not unfrequently occurs, for a young woman's leaT> 
ing home, and that is, when home itself is brokea 
up by the death of both parents. How frequoitlj 
does this happen ! Ah, how often are families m* 
vaded by the last enemy, and scattered hither and 
thither by his desolating ravages! The gran j 
covers both &iher and mother. The dear, dom«t^ 
tic hearth is forsaken. The family gatherings il 
prayer, at meals, at festive seasons, are over, axA 
the house of your childhood and youth is deserted; 
Poor orphans, I pity you ; especially ye orphan 
girls, my heart bleeds for you. Your brothers eaa 
alufb for themselves better than you can. But ev«ii 
you have no need to despond. Painful I know it 
is to have no parent, no home, no settled place ni 
abode. Often, in your forlorn sttuAtion, you must 
and do say, " Alas for me — ^I am alone in the world. 
David's expression suits my case. I am like a 
pelican in the wilderness; or like a sparrow, alone, 
upon the house-top. Other young people, thou^ 
away from home, have a home to think and talk 
about ; and parents to write to, and occasionally to 
visit. I have none. I have not a house to dwell 
in, except that which I may soon be required to 
leave; nor have I any friends, except those whiek 
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m good oonduet maj seeure. Mj heart is 
nore desolate than my condition ; and though 
in the midst of society, I feel as if I were 
in this great and busy world." But I remind 
lere is the orphan's unfailing friend still left. 
iTes, and he is the father of the &therless. Be 
rs, and it may be yours, to say, ^' When my 
' and my mo^er forsake me, the Lord will take 
.*' Should you be wise and happy enough to 
le truly pious, you will never be without a 
, and in the absence of an earthly &ther, will 
di omnipotent one in heaven. You may then 
th in life, and go through it, adopting as your 
the reply of Abraham to Isaac, who, when 
kter said, *' Behold the fire and the wood, but 
is the lamb for a bumtofiTering?" replied, 
will provide." Be that your motto, " God 
trovide." Fear God, and you may without 
e, and with confidence, adopt this assurance, 
mit me now to surest some topics which 
alike to all these different cases, and which it 
ortant you should dwell upon, either in pros- 
f leaving home, or when you have lefb it. 
tsider it is in the order of Providence you 
[ be thus situated. Your lot is fixed in 
1. It is God's wOl, and not chance. Is there 
g consolatory in thatF Ck>n8ider his wisdom, 
, and goodness. He does all things well, 
lows what is best for you. He may, in ways 
m not imagine, be consulting your future and 
nent good. You see not the end. When 
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this is revealed^ you may be oomp^ed to exdikkai 
*^ He leadeth the blind by a way that they know 
not^ and leadeth them in paths that they haye,jaot 
known. He maketh darkness light before them, 
i^d crooked things straight.'' Submit, therefore, 
without envy of others, and without murmuring 
against them. Would you contravene his pur- 
pose ? Say, therefore, " It is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth good in his sight. I am where, he 
would have me be." 

But remember there are not only privatiora to 
be endured away from home, but moral dangeii 
also to be encountered. If these are not so pressuag 
in your case as in that of your brothers, there m 
^orne perils even in yours. Happily for you, the 
guards of female decorum, propriety, and reputik- 
tion, are stronger and more strict than those of the 
other sex. But they have proved too weak for 
absolute security in thousands of instances. Multi- 
tudes who have stood well at home, have unhappily 
&llen, when removed from it. Eve was tempted 
when alone, and away from the protecti(Hi of her 
husband. Alas ! how many have gone away to sin, 
and have returned to hide their shame ! A mother's 
watchful eye is no longer upon you, a father's arm 
is no l<Higer stretched over you, and the shelter of 
home no longer protects you. Others know this 
as well as you, and may take advantage of it 
And even if there w^e no danger of vice, is there 
none of imprudencey folly, levity 1 None, of bad 
ooonectiona, improper acquaintance, ill-contracted 



THX TOimG WOMAN AWAT FROM HOMS. 341 

ffagest None, of Sabbath-breakhig, of nndvt^ 

oi pleasure, of vanity ? Are not the prevail-, 
faults and defects of some women their vanity, 
* love of dress, their disposition to court atten-' 

and admiration, their fickleness, their incon« 
rateness, their love of novelty, their want of 
^ment, their curiosity 1 And are not all these 
y to increase rather than diminish, when they 
away from the checks which home supplies? 

not these weeds likely to grow faster, and to 
n greater strength, when there is no mother's 
to see them, no mother's hand to pluck them 
All this danger is greatly heightened where 
3 arQ personal or mental accomplishments. A 
itifal young woman, withdrawn from the foster- 
care and ceaseless vigilance of a judicious 
ber, and eitposed abroad to the rude and licen- 
I gaze of the world, is ever an object of alarm 
thers, and it were well if she were so to herself. 
, perhaps, a rare case for such a female to be 
rant of her charms ; it is rarer still ^^r her to 
lore afraid than vain of them, and to be more 
0U9 that they should not lead her into danger, 

that they should secure for her admiration. 
le great source of consolation and protection 
young woman from home is — true religion. It 
try possible and very easy to any one, especi- 
to any one who has known the comforts of 
e, to conceive of the privations and the dis- 
fort of some young persons, whether sustaining 
character of a governess, a shop-woman, or a 
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iMrrflat Hie eold, pfondy imdy perbspSy in MM 
eisefl, eroel treatment of their emplojeito, as oon^ 
trasted with the affectionate ooDduet of tJimr parents $ 
the annojing and unfeeling peculiarities of their 
companions in the house, contrasted with the sym- 
pathi2ing and loving behavior of their brothers and 
sisters ; the disregard of their comfort in what ooi^ 
cems their food, lodging, and general personal cofr 
Tenience, as contrasted with all the aooommodatioat 
and enjoyments of their father's house ; and tfaft 
general inattention and neglect of the strangeis 
among whom they dwell, as contrasted with ths 
recognition and kind notice of a wide eircle of 
friends in their own native place— this, all thi^ is 
bitter indeed. Some hard and unfeeling naturesi 
Or gay and frivolous ones, would be insensible to 
these things, but O that poor girl of softer mould, 
whose heart was made for home scenes, and whose 
bliss was derived from home enjoym^its— whyi 
under all this, her heart is sometimes ready te 
burst. What thoughts disturb her peace, like 
visions of bliss lighting on her gloomy and sorrow- 
ful path, and then instantly vanishing, only to leave 
the path still more gloomy, and the darkness still 
more oppressive! What letters, wet with her 
tears, she writes to her own sweet home, and to her 
sympathizing parents ! 

What is to comfort her? Only the balmy infio- 
ehce of religion, the consciousness that she is in the 
way of duty, and the testimony of her conscience 
that she is diacbarj^ing })er pbllgatfopa w|th aeni- 
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18 ^diBlitj, This can, and will* She whoif 
» is truly renewed by Divine grace, who haf 
ine &ith in our Lord Jesus Christ, who walkg 
God as her divine, unchangeable, omnipotent 
ad, and communes with him as her Heavenljr 
er, whose afl^tions are set on things abov% 
who considers life as a probation for eternity— 
vill find, in such a state of mind, a source of 
elation, a means of endurance, an element oC 
inass, which will counterbalance all discomfort^ 
lietude, and distress. With true dignity sh^ 
bow to the will of God, and consider her sitvb 
I as his appointment She will find aatisf^ictioii 
ibmission. Her religion will impart something 
leerfulness, and much of patience ; it will con* 
her temper, and throw an air of loveliness over 
character, that will give her an interest in the 
t of her employer. In your Bible and other 
books, my young friends, you will ever find 
MUiions; in your closet of devotion, and u^ 
nunion with God, a sweet retreat from th^ 
less and unkindnesses of your folio w-creatares; 
in meditation upon your everliisting rest above^ 
isaed substitute for the comforts of the homf 
have left on earth. Faith in God, in Christ, in 
idence, in Heaven, can comfort, has comforted| 
somfort, in the dreariest situations of life, and 
le bitterest agonies of death. 1 am anxioufli 
should set out in life with this lofty idea of 
piety, that it can sweeten the bitterest cup o(, 
in woe, can soften the hardest lot, and can 
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be a substitute fbr all other pleasures. It nmstb^ 
so; for it made Adam happy in Paradise, and 
makes saints and angels happy in heaven. It hu 
lighted, as with a lamp kindled in heaven, the oon- 
ftesor's dungeon, has sustained the Christian iiigw 
tive in his exile, and has made even the agonies ef 
the stake to be tolerable to the martyr. 
' Adopt religion, then, young women, as yeur 
companion, for it will not only comfort you, hul 
also protect you. Yes, it will be a shield for your 
defense, as well as a cup of consolation amid yei» 
sorrows. Expect tempiations^ for you will certainly 
have them in one way or other. You can not evsa 
imagine in what shape or from what quarter they 
will come. It may be in a form so fascinating, so 
plausible, so unsuspected, so insidious, as to contain 
all the ^^ deceivableness of unrighteousness." Do 
not imagine that Satan respects female virtue too 
much to assail it. Did he thus respect the holiasfli 
of Eve in the gard^ of Eden 1 Does he reverence 
any character or any virtue — did he not tempi oov 
Lord 1 The more spotless the character, and the 
more eminent the excellence, the more intense it 
his hatred, the more malignant his enyy, and the 
more eager his desire to despoil it. Has he not 
tempted to their ruin multitudes as pure as you 
are? Against such a foe, whom all but infinite 
cunning makes skillful, and boundless success makes 
bold, consider yourselves safe only under the pro* 
tection of Omnipotence; and that protection oaa 
be obtained only by ^ikh and prayer. Of thoee 
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inlUioits of ibstHtiees of female finailty which th« 
kirtorjr <>f your sex has pre9entedf not one would 
have oeeurred if thej had trusted their virtue te 
the keepii^ of true godliness. It is religion tha^ 
will repel the fiercest aseftult with the holy and in?* 
dfgnant remonstnmoe^ ^^Mmo shall I do thds gvmi 
widkedness^ and 9in against 6hdP^ 
' it is :not only, howerer, from sueh dangers as 
these dangers affecting moral diaracter in its mos^ 
liftportimt features^-4hat religion will protect jouy 
hot from the lesser ones also, which, if they do not 
lead to vice, toe still injurious. Religion wili 
moderate your love of pleasure by iumishmg pleaa- 
iires of its own. It will check your vanity and 
feUy-) hy producing a devout seriousness and so* 
hfiety of mind, without at all destroying youf 
natural and innocent vivacity. It will remove youf 
incodsiderateness, axid make you thoughtful and 
raieetive, without stifi^ing you into formdity, or 
mvesting you with gloom. It will induce habits of 
fbr^faought and frugality, and thus guard you from 
flresent imprudence and recklessness, and fttture^ 
ttoprovidence and extravagance. Do not, then, 
venture out into the world unprotected by this spirit 
as your guardian angel. 

Hiere are one or two ol^er cautions which it may. 
be of importance you should receive and rem^nberr 
Yott should never allow yourselves for a moment 
to imagine there is any thing dishonorable or tb* 
gfrddm^ in your being compelled to leave home and 
t& aappoft yourself^ either as goveifiess, dhopwomani 
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or servant Those wlio have booi in bettw eb^* 
oamslances are, of course, fno$i apt to &el this. And* 
no doabt it tt a descent — ^a lower status, according 
to the conventionalities of human li^ : bat it is no 
dishonor. It is from misconduct, and not from 
misfortune ; from loss of character, and not from 
loss of rank, that disgrace arises. Nobility of sosl 
is (^ten associated with plebeian descent ; while . 
▼nigarity of character is sometimes covered with 
the coronet or the crown.' A virtuous, holy, snd 
intelligent young female in the heraldry of heaven 
has a patent of , nobility, and is one of God^s pee^ 
esses in her own right. Industry is far more honor* 
able than wealthy indolence; and she who witiingly, 
honestly, cheerfully earns her own support, when 
Providence has deprived her of her patrimony, is 
hr more to be admired than she would have been, 
had she been still rolled through life in her &tiier's 
equipage, lUid obsequiously waited upon by servants 
in livery. 

Akin to this is another state of mind against 
which you should most sedulously guard, and that 
is, a conviction, or any thing approaching to it^ thsit 
you must be miserable away from home. It is con« 
ceded that you can not be as happy away from 
home, as you would be at home. It is not right 
you should be. There can be no perfect substitute 
for a united and happy family circle. But, th«i, 
when called by Providence to surrender it, give it 
up with submission and fortitude, and yield to the 
privation Mritb true magnanimity. Let it be said- 
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of f «i» on kaying, as iras said bj Milton of Eye, on 
h& departing from Paradise — " 

*^Some natorftl tears she dropped, but wiped them soon.** 

Weep jou may, jou ought, at giying up the dear 
ddtghts j^vt have enjoyed from childhood in your 
fiither's house ; and can not but sometimes feel 
penslye at recollecting the friends from whom you 
haye- been 8^)arated. But to allow your love oi 
hoine to make your absence from it an intolerable 
wretchedness — ^to render you moody and melan- 
^ely, discontented and ill-tempered — tQ unfit you 
Ibr business, and make you unpleasant to your em- 
ployer and companions, this is proof of a weak 
mmd^ a feeble heart, and a sickly character. Bise 
aboye it, my young friends. If Providence calls 
yott away, bear it with composure. Go out ezpect- 
mg to meet with privations, and make up ^our mind 
ta endure them with fortitude. Make the best of 
your situation. Doom not yourself to misery on 
this acoount. You may be happy anf where^ by 
rsUgion, good' temper, submission to your lot, and 
Qsel^ness. If you determine to find out the pleas- 
vie your present situation affords, instead of ever 
looking baolc upon that which you have left — if you 
resolve by Gk>d's grace, to please and be pleased — 
if you give up your mind to piety, industry, and 
usefulness — ^you will find that felicity is a flower 
that blooms, a fruit that grows, Biwajfrom home as 
wM as at home. A cheerful spirit, like a lamp 
lighting any darlmesa into which it may be carried, 
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less^M the diaoomfort of any tituatiaBy raiDoameBdi I ft 
you to your employer, and promolM yo«r iitlttrm^> | ^ 

as well as your happiness. 

Perhaps it may not be amiss to say a few diingB 
on the choioe of a situatioii, which, indeed^ aj^piar- 
tain to your parents, where they are lining, m w^ 
as to yourselves. Let fAe 9nbjeet he made ike mat*, 
ter of earnest and believing prayer to God, " In aE 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy 
paths." ^ Commit thy way to him, and he MBs 
bring it to pass." These are precious declaralaeq% 
and they are sustained by promises no less pfi^ 
cious. *^ The meek will he guide in ju^^^ceati/aadr 
tbe meek will he teadi his way"-^r-Psa)m xxf^ ik 
^< I will instruct thee, and teac^ thee in the. irI^ 
wihich Uiou shalt go : I will guide thee with miiia 
eye" — ^Psalm xxxii. 8. With sudi exhortatioot 
and assurances, what should be your resohittoiit 
*^Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel." ^Diera 
is Providence in every thing. Even your ssesfr 
afliiirs are under Divine dlrec^on. Your tioMB 
iHe in his hand. Do not doubt it^ Hoid fast the 
tr«^, that Gk>d hears your prayer, oasts your k% 
and fixes the bounds of ycKor hab^aioon.. Piayv 
pray earnestly, believingly» aad expeokiogly. .A& 
situations and all hearts are at his disposal. 

in select ng, accepting, and retaining a situation^' 
eoneuit its reliffious' admnta§t8. 

In these is included an anxious desttre taobtam 
■ueh means of pulpit religious inatrmtion ^em ant 
llicely to build up a young ^s^le.oB lier boif 
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&itb, and to qolckea loto aetirity the prineiples of 
gd^mess planted in the soul by the Spirit of God. 
It is not ordinarily desirable, where a selection can 
be made, to choose a situation where even the 
miDor matters of sacrament and church government 
daS&t from those to which she has been accustomed. 
It exposes her, if not to a change of sentiment, yet 
to aB Antagonism and a perplexity, which are un- 
fin^orable to the quiet enjoyment of her own per^ 
aooal religion, and may do her some injury by 
peodooiGg a spirit of controversy. Where the dif- 
jfweeces of opinion are of a more serious kind, 
sfieeting even the fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel, no pious young person should expose herself to 
a hazard of this kind. 

. I will now address a few special -counsels and 
oanttons to two or three classes of those who are in 
^ situation contemplated by this discourse. 

There are many occupied in the very important 
and responsible duties of a resident and permanent 
powmess. This is a situation of both delicacyi 
difficulty, and momentous consequence, and re- 
fBires much wisdom, prudence, and conscientious- 
ness. There are many parties concerned, all of 
whose interest and comfort should and must be 
consulted. You who are in this situation owe 
something to yowudf. There is a respect due to 
you from those who have engaged you, which they 
will be most likely to pay when they see you 
respecting yourself. If they so far confide in you 
as to intrust you with the education of their chU^ 



S60 TOOH0 WOMAX-S ftUIM. 

dren, diej ought to treait you in that maimer nAtt 
will teach them also to contide in you and estoem 
you. But this will depend much upoai your own 
conduct and bearing. Let them be duly aware that 
you expect all that belongs to you in the way of 
kind and respectful conduct, but that you expeet m 
more. Any apprehension on their -part that your 
demands of this nature are too high, or are ^refer<f 
red in an obtrusive and exacting spirit, will be saie 
to set them on their guard against an encrcaefaiBi 
disposition, and dispose them to yield you lesstiuA 
your due. A kind, attentive, respectful, and digai« 
fied bearing toward them, as far from servility Oi 
the one hand as it is from familiarity on the otbiff| 
as well as a right behavior toward their chUdi^ 
will, in most cases, accomplish all you wish. If 
you have come to your present situation by a dsr 
scent from a former one far above it, let there b« 
no such sense of degradation and mortified pdde; 
BO such hauteur or loftiness, as shall make yott 
gloomy, dissatisfied, unhappy, and repulsive £?ei» 
should it appear that you have exchanged plaoei 
with your employers, that they once were in tha 
situation of dependence you now occupy, give Bd 
evidence that you are aware of it, and take 00 
notice of little ebullitions of vulgarity, or e^ren tha 
purse-proud insolence not unccMnmon to those wba 
have risen in life. If sometimes you can not be ixy^ 
sensible to this, and you feel your spirit risipg 
within you, «id your cheek growing flushed and 
warm, so as to show yonr mortificatiou, call in youi 
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bn-to your aid, comfort yourself in God, and 
iplify the Christian in a spirit of meek forbear- 
In such circumstances, many a tearful look 
be thrown back by memory on that home 
which by misfortune you have been driven out, 
ither, by Providence, and you will need to retire 
Im your perturbation and repress your indigna- 
In such cases go, and by prayer invite the hand 
«r Heavenly Father to wipe your weeping eyes, 
oompose your rufRed peace and agitated heart, 
len there are the children intrusted to your 
for their education. Enter upon such a task 
a deep and solemn sense of responsibility to 
L, to their parents, and to their God. Abhor 
meanness, the injustice, and the cruelty of 
i]y teaching them for hire, and of being satis- 
with any manner of discharging your duty, so 
OVk get your board, your salary, and your re- 
^ful treatment. The future character and com- 
for both worlds, of those girls, depend much 
i you. They have been placed in your hands, 
now look up to you as their instructress and 
e. As you would give in your account at last 
od with joy, and not with grief, do your very 
most, tax your energies, to do them and their 
its justice, in instructing their minds, forming 
character, and fitting them for the station they 
o occupy in life. Prepare yourself for your 
by constant reading and study. Do not be 
ied with your present qualifications. The edu- 
n of a rational and immortal creature, for this 
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world and the next, is a great work. Improve 
your own mind, to be better fitted to improve 
theirs. Win their confidence by your ability, 
their affection by your kindness, their reverence 
by your dignity, and their application by your 
diligence. Let your aim be, not only to commu- 
nicate knowledge, but wisdom ; not only to^ store 
the memory, but to strengthen the judgment, to 
nerve the will, and to make the conscience tender; 
not only to teach them to think correctly, but to 
act with propriety, discretion, and promptness, in 
any situation in which they may be placed. 

As regards religion, this, of course, must depend 
much upon the views of the parents. If these are 
similar to your own, and you have unrestricted lib- 
erty on this point, labor to the uttermost to form 
the religious character of your youthfUl charge. 
Ever consider the education of an immortal being 
incomplete without instruction in that which ahme 
can fit her for immortality. But never act the part 
of a covert zealot, by inculcating principles opposed 
to those of the parent. I should say to a religious 
young woman, go into no situation where your are 
not allowed to teach what you consider to be the 
truth as it is in Jesus. Do not conceal your senti- 
ments, and then teach them secretly and stealthily. 
You would abhor such conduct in a Roman Catho- 
lic— do not be guilty of it yourself. Of course yott 
could not conscientiously teach what you believe to 
be error, and should not ; therefore do not go whert 
yovL would be required to do so. 
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Then come the parents to be considered by you. 
Of course you will do every thing you can to up- 
hold their authority, even as they ought to do their 
uttermost to uphold yours. You should also most 
assiduously labor to secure the affections of ^eir 
children for them, rather than for yourself. It 
would be treachery of the basest kind to steal away 
the hfearts of their children to yourself. Your aim 
should be to secure the love of the children to you, 
for their parents* sake, as well as your own ; and 
then love to their parents, for your sake, as well as 
for those to whom it primarily belongs. 

There is another thing to be observed, and on« 
which I shall touch upon with the delicacy il 
demands ; and that is the fact, that a tpife has some- 
times been made uncomfortable by the residence 
of a governess. Jealousy, it is true, is sometimes 
more predominant in this case than it need be, and 
is suspicious without reason. But are there no 
cases in which uneasiness is not entirely the result 
of an over-sensitive and morbid imagination ? Re- 
spect your own character and dignity, a wife's 
peace, and a husband's honor, too much, even to 
covet, to seek, or to accept attentions, even though 
playHd and innocent ones, which may excite uneas- 
iness in that one bosom, the tranquillity of which 
is so easily disturbed. Conduct yourself so ad 
not only to be without blame, but also without 
suspicion. 

Apart from this, do nothing by becoming the 
depository of secrets, hearing tales, or uttering 
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iDUDiiations, to loosm the bonds, - or violate the 
afiection of hasband and wife, or to disturb the 
peace of the &mily. I^ unhappily, a schism should 
exist, keep yourself as much as possible out of the 
way, or let your wisest and kindest offices be 
exerted to heal the breach. Win for yourself the 
blessing which will come upon the peace-makeri 
and cause the family to bless the hour which made 
you a member of the household. Recollect, you 
are bound in honor never to make the transactions 
or condition of the family matter of conversation 
with others. Without being actually sworn, or even 
pledged, to secrecy, you are solemnly bound to 
dbserve it; and are a traitress to the family which 
has received you as an inmate, if you make their 
afl&irs known to others. Never intermeddle with 
the servants, and especially avoid all unnecessary 
&miliarity with them. Keep to your own sphere, 
and diligently dischai^e your own duties. You 
will find sufficient scope here for all your time, your 
energies, and your anxiety. 

For such a course of conduct, seek by prayer the 
grace and wisdom which come from on high, and 
under all the trials of your situation — the wayward- 
ness of the children, or the ingratitude, the pride, and 
die petulance of their parents — seek the comfort 
which Cometh from the Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all consolation. 

Oovernesses in a school are a class of young 
females, who, though acting under the direction and 
supervision of another, and, therefore, being les9 
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reflpoBsible than those who reside in a family, have 
very important duties to discbarge, and for which 
high qualifications, both intellectual and moral, are 
essential. 

I now consider the case of those young persons 
who are employed in our retail sJiops, These form 
a very large class. Their situation is often one of far 
greater discom^rt and moral danger than that of the 
class just mentioned. In addition to the oppressive 
and exhausting labor which modem competition 
imposes upon them, in common with all who are 
engaged in trade, they have to bear, in some cases, 
the unkindness of their employers, who are not 
unfrequently deplorably wanting in regard to the 
oomfort of those whom they have received into 
their service, both as to food, lodging, and general 
treatment. A surly master and his unfeeling wife, 
intent only upon what they can get out of the flesh, 
and bone, and muscle, of their servants, and caring 
little for their welfare ; never satisfied with even the 
most exemplary diligence and competent ability, 
and therefore ever urging to greater labor, and ever 
uttering the language of complaint ; always sus- 
picious, even where there is no ground for it, of the 
honesty of their servants* — such are the trials which 
some of these hapless young people have to bear. 
In such a case, you to whom it appertains, need 
comfort. The recollections of home, where all Wias 
kindness, comfort, and confidence, embitter, by the 
power of contrast, the ills you have to endure. 
Bear all with aa much patieooe as you can obtain. 
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Seek coDBdatioD ia true piet^. Carry your sorrowt 
to God by prayer. When the bitter contrast be^ 
tween your situation at home and from home forces 
itself upon your thoughts, and sends the tear to 
your eye and the thorn to your heart, go to Him 
whose gracious presence is ever with you, and His 
infinite love ever ready for you. 

But it is not thus with all shop-keepers. I am 
not describing the class, but only some of its mem- 
bers — the exceptions rather than the rule. 1 know 
of heads of retail establishments, employing a laige 
number of young people, who cherish for them 
something of the feelings of parents, and who 
regard them almost in the light of children* Nor 
is it their temporal comfort exclusively, but also 
their spiritual welfare, which is the object of their 
solicitude. And this is obviously their incumbent 
duty. Exceptions to this, however, do exist, and 
it is therefore well to have them thus arraigned and 
exposed as beacons to warn others. 

Whether your employers be generous and kind, 
or neglectful and oppressive, do your duty; and 
seek to possess all those qualifications which shall 
commend you to their esteem. Diligence is indis- 
pensable. It is the first excellence of one in your 
situation. Be anxious to please, and as earnest to 
serve your employer, as if the business were your 
own. No one will or can employ an' indolent ser- 
vant. Be an early riser. Ck)mply with all the rules 
of the shop. Aim at excellence. Seek to be dever. 
Cultivate an attracUve^ ^rmnlng^ and ever polite 
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addreis. Be in the best sense of the term a elever 
abop^'woman. Especially let your honesty be above 
SBspioion. Deem it no iQsult or reproadi that t 
OMition yoo on this subject; you are exposed to 
temptation* Money in small sums is continually 
passing through your hands; your salary may be 
low, and under the deceitfulness of the heart yoa 
may be so convinced of the injustice of your small 
stipend, as to imagine it to be almost lawful to pay 
yonrself, and thus supplement what is wanting* 
Besist -every temptation of this kind. Bather starve 
and die, than appropriate an article of clothing, or 
of decoration, or a farthing of property of your 
employer to your own use. As a gtiard upon your 
i&tegrity, and a check to temptation, avoid expense 
in dress and ornament. Vanity is an insatiable' 
passion, and it is this, more than any thing else, 
which has led to dishonesty. A taste for finery 
was fostered and indulged, the salary was too smi^ 
to yield the means of its gratification, and it im* 
peUed its victim to acts of pilfering to supply th» 
dsficiency. 

In some establishments, though it is not now 
oommon, young perscHis of both sexes are employed! 
Where this is the case it brings new perils, and re- 
quires additionfd cauticm. Your honor, your re> 
speetability, your safety, require that you should 
be most anxiously upon your guard. How earnestly 
as well as sincerely should ffou present those beau- 
tiful petitions of our Lord's prayer, " Lead me not 
into temptation, but deliver me from evU." Avoid 
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all iindtte fiuniliarity, all flippant and triflit^ eoor 
duoty all unrestrained jocularity, with the yoaof 
men who may be employed in the same establish* 
ment Maintain a proper self>respect^ a beooming 
reserve, and a dignified bearing, which ^lall be a 
fence around your character, and prevent even the 
most distant approach of any thing that would 
insult your purity' or offend the most ^tidious 
modesty. 

You have need to be upon your guard againsfe 
the influence of companionship even from your own 
•ex. In large establishments, or even in those of. 
more moderate size, there are many young women 
associated together, over whom, in some cases, no 
matronly superintendent is placed, and who have 
an almost unrestricted opportunity for free convex 
sation and general intercourse. It is no severe 
reflection on the sex to suf^se that in such a num- 
ber of young persons, there may be some who have- 
no personal religion, whose sense of female decorum 
and propriety is not the most delicate, and who, 
without being vicious, are still so given to levity^ 
vanity, and romance, as to exert an unfavorable in- 
fluence over the rest. Be upon your guard against- 
influence of this kind. Gain all the good, in the 
way of improvement, you can, from those who are 
your superiors ; but avoid all the evil. Be good- 
tempered, accommodating, amiable, and conciliar 
tory ; but set yourself against all that is improper* 
Be an example of all that is good, and then you 
may be a reprover of all that is evil. Let there be 
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no ttfieeted sup^ioritjr ; nothing like *' Stand by, I 
•m holier than thou ;'^ bnt all the consistency, tlie 
geBtleoeas, the sweetness of Qnaffected goodness^ 
of ftme piety and good conduct, and then you may 
be a blessing indeed to those around you. Be 
espeeially careful in the selection from the rest of 
your companions of one particular friend. Be not 
led away by specious appearances, nor induced to 
eommit yourself by professions of friendship on the 
part of another, or by the first feelings of partiality 
on your own ; but take time to ascertain the cor- 
reotness of her prindples, the consistency of her 
oondaet^and the respectability of her family ; other* 
wise you may be led into snares and dangers which 
yon very little anticipate. 

For your conduct toward those who employ you, 
if it be a master, I refer you back to what is said 
to the governess. Instances have occurred to my 
knowledge to prove that cautions on this head are 
not altogether unnecessary. An evil eye has some- 
times lighted on an unsuspecting female, and men, 
bound by every tie of honor and by their solemn 
▼ow to a wife, have been base enough to assail, and 
in some instances to destroy, the purity, the honor, 
tiie peace, if not the life, of those whom they were 
bound in duty to protect. Spurn, then, with disdain 
and indignation any sudi attempts — receive no 
q>ecial attention from, and quit the service of, the 
wretch whom you suspept of a design against that 
which ought to be dearer to you, a thousand times 
over, than even life itself. 
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Ftwmk mrmmit are • most important aai a Wf 
Bamfirovs dass oi jomg mKneii swsy from kom^ 
and often a -wmrj d c sUtula and mwik «q wc d <—» 
TMr ease, h o w ev er, ia ao BeedfiJ of cBiaigedeoaa* 
ari and caotioii, that I riiaU icfar them to a IVaet 
I hare wntten and pablkhed apeciaUj for thsi 
benefit.* 

I riiall now eonelade hj aome few genenl le? 
marks, which will appl j to all dassea alike of thoea 
who are awaj fitmi home. 

A|;ain and again I say, eomnrit y onr a el v e s \rf 
tnie fidth in Christ into the hands of €vod §ar^nm 
tcctioQ and consolation. How many beantilid ]■» 
si^es and eammpies of H<d j Seri|>tare^ in addiliBa 
4o those already quoted, conld he addnced, wkkh 
apply with pecoliar Ibroe to yoor case. Lodt at 
poor Hagar, mueh to be pitied as well aa ranch to 
be blamed, alone in the wilderness, **wheB tbs 
ang^ of the Lord fbond her by the fountain «l 
water, and ^le called the name of the Lord tlat 
spake onto her, Thon Grod seest me." H^ notvitl^ 
standing some misoondnct and some s^f^r^proaflh 
when God foond her there, she comforted hera^in 
that desolate place with the consideration tint ite 
was ^ compassed abont with tiie presence of tht 
Lord ; with how mndi greater confidence and paaet 
may you cheer yonr heart with the thought of aa 
erer-present God, yon who have not be«i dfifin 
-ont as she was by miscondnct from her home, bat 
have been led ont by Providence from yonrsw Tsi^ 
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God is m every place — ^he is with y<m — " he ooin* 
passelh your path, he knoweth your dpwn-sitting 
and up'rising, and is aoquainted with all your 
w»ys." You have left your earthly fether, but 
your heavenly one is with you. You are far from 
yctinr earthly home, but if you are a Christian, you 
are as near as e^er to your heavenly one. The 
eyes that lately beamed afiection upon you, see you 
Bot now, and you see- not them ; but lifting your 
voice to God, you can say, " Tkou God seest me /" 
His eye is upon you — his heart yearns over you— 
his arms are underneath you. Then, what prom<r 
ises are on record for you. Do you fear the 
w«nt of adequate provision ? — '^ Trust in the Lord, 
and do good ! so shalt thou dwell in the land, and 
rmly thou shalt be fed" — Psalm xxxvii. 3. Do 
you want protection 1 — "He that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most High, shall abide under 
ike shadow of the Almighty. He shall cover thee 
vidi his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 
trust; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler" 
— Psalm xci. 1, 4. Do you need direction? — ^ 
^ Thine ears shall hear a voice behind thee, saying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it" — Isaiah xxx. 21. 
Do you dread the forlorn circumstances that await 
you away from home 1 — " None that trust in him 
^11 be desolate" — ^Psalm xxxiv. 22. Are you 
trembling with apprehension at the absence of all 
that were dear to you, and the unknown difficulties 
of your new situation on earth 1 — " Fear thou not^ 
for /am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
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God : I w91 stfengtlieB tlMe ; yea, I will heip tfaMj 
yea^ I will uphold thee wiA the right faiad of 
my righteoaaness" — ^Imiah xli. 10. ^' My pcestiioa 
shall go with yon and give you rest." Do yoff 
eyen dread the idea of being foigotten by th« 
frieads you are leaving? — ^^Can a woman foiget 
her sucking diHd, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb 1 yea, she may 
Ibrget, yet will 1 not forget thee" — ^Isaiah xiix. 15. 
*' I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" — ^H©^ 
brews xiti. 5. Can any thing be more consoiatoiy 
than such assurances ? Need you be alraid to ktm 
home and go out into the world with such prom- 
ises? What! when omnipotence, cunntpresenooy 
omniscience, all-suffidency, and boundless love, ga 
with you 1 Why, with such assurances you may 
quit not only your &ther's home to dwell ia some 
other part of this laiid of railways, and easy and 
speedy methods of return, but may embark on 
board an emigrant ship, quit your native country to 
dwell at the antipodes, and exultingly exclaim, ''if 
I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even ^ere shall Thy hand 
lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me." But^ 
then, to apply the truth and feel the comfort of tiiese 
precious assurances, you must have that genuine 
ftitfa which alone gives you a title to them. Per- 
sonal religion will in all probability procure you 
earthly friends wherever you go, for it is the soil in 
which all those virtues grow that ooneiliate affecy 
UoUf insure respoot, and invite ooafidenoe. God 
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ibefpre you to prepare the. way for you, for 

maa's ways please the Lord, he maketh 
his enemies to be at peace with him." 
ber how he gave Jos^h &7or in the eyes 
^vemor of the prison, and how he tamed 
:t of Esau, brooding revenge, into brotherly 
aent. The best way to get the friendship 
is first to secure the friendship of God. 
ected with this, acquire an eminent degree 
» general good qualities already alluded to. 

piety amiability of disposition, kindliness 
[>er, gentle, artless, and attractive manners, 
re be a substratum of the solid gold of ex* 
t, bearing at the same time the polish of the 
68 of life. They who have to make their 
the world must be attentive to external, and 
; some may call little things. It is not 
to be holy and virtuous, or even to be con- 
hat we are such, but we must also be attrae- 
ifou must aim to please. Eeal excellence 
metimes be repulsive on account of the ec» 
ties, the acerbities, and blunt coarseness, with 
b is associated. It is like grapes amid net- 
t^homs, which few will attempt to gather for 
the sting or the prickle. There is a word 

difficult definition, but which is perfectly 
Dod, and very impressive, without being de- 
'*She is an interesting young woman." 

a very common expression. Perhaps the 
planation of it is, the power of giving pleasr 
L engaging affection. This indudesi I am 
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Hware, more of nature thaa of art, and sometUDg 
of personal attraction. The affeeiatum of being inr 
teresting is sure to defeat its own end and to inspire 
disgust. Yet something, if the intention be con- 
cealed, may be acquired by study. Surely it can 
not be improper to ask, ^ How can I interest othen 
in my behalf f And they who depend upon the 
interest they create for themselves in the hearts of 
others, should study how to insure it. 

Combine a due and tender recollection of home 
with a noble fortitude in surrendering its oomfofti. 
You are not required to forget your iather^s hovse, 
and your mother's endearing society. It would be 
unnatural if you could. Indeed, you are in little 
danger of this : *' Foi^et thee, my honored &therl 
Forget thee, my much loved mother ! Forget ye, 
my brothers and sisters ! Forget thee, sweet home 
of my childhood ! Oh, no. Memory must pwidi 
before I can be guilty of such oblivion. I mirae on 
ye all in my solitary walks. I give up many an 
hour's sleep to think of home. I wet my pillow 
with my tears, as I think t)f the years and joys ^t 
are gone, never to return. I dream often that I 
am in the midst of ye all, and wake to the sad 
reality that I am away from home." But this is 
not all the recolIecti<m you are to bear. Nor is 
the frequent and affectionate letter, so welcome and 
so precious to those who love and think of you, the 
only way to send comfort to your parents. Let 
there be the never-varying excellence of character 
and conduct, the uniform good behavior, the grow- 
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ing asefulness, which, on their knowing these things, 
shall comfort their hearts. Let no fickleness of 
I disposition make you soon tired of a situation — ^let 
I no unsuitable connection of a tender nature, which 
1 they would not approve, be formed — ^let no conduct 
I which, if they knew it, would distress them, be 
! carried on by you. They have lost the comfort of 
1 your society ; add not to the affliction by causing 
j them to lose the comfort of your character. 

And now, to conclude, let your situation in a 
social point of view remind you of your circum- 
stances in a religious one. If you are a true Chris- 
tian, what is your condition on earth but a diild 
away from home 1 Yes : heaven, and not earth, is 
the home of the believer. How simply and sub-, 
limely beautiful is the language of our Lord : '' in 
my Father's house are many mansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, Twill come again, and receive you unto my- 
self: that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Delightful idea! Heaven is the home of the 
Christian, which the Saviour has fitted up and made 
ready for him. There, is God the judge of all — the 
Father, of whom the whole family is named. 
There, is Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
who calls himself the First-born, the Elder Brother. 
There, are the spirits of just men made perfect, the 
whole number of the brothers and sisters. There, 
is the innumerable company of the angels, who 
were as ministering spirits sent forth to minister 
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vnto the heirs of salvation. What a ^orioos | 
household assembled in the third heavetis^the 
eternal home of the redeeming God, the Great 
Redeemer, and the redeemed family. Thither 
you are going, if a true believer. All the dispen- 
sations of Providence, and all the means of grace 
are preparing you for that station. All things 
are working together for your good. Your pres- 
ent situation, with all its disquiet and discomfort, 
may be among the means which are preparing you 
for that state. You are away from home here, 
4ba,t you may be at home there. Let this cheer 
and comfort you. When distressed by looking 
back upon the home you have left, comfort your- 
self by looking on to that to which you are going. 
Heaven, glory, eternity, are before you. You are 
•educating for your Cither's house — preparing to go 
in and dwell forever in his presence. Half a oen- 
iury hence at most, and in perhaps a much shorter 
time than that, it will be of no consequence to you 
how you passed through life. The only thing about 
which you should be supremely anxious is, not to 
be shut out from the heavenly home; not to be 
excluded by sin, impenitence, and unbelief, from 
the mansions which Christ has gone to prepare. In 
the blessed hope of reaching that state, though they 
were ten times greater than they are, you might 
endure not only with fortitude, but with comfort, 
all the trials of a tounq womak awat from noyx. 
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jid before I had done spea3d.ng in mine heart, bo* 
, E-ebekah. came forth with her pitcher on her shoul- 
and she went down unto the well, and drew water-: 
I said unto her. Let me drink, I pray thee. AnA 
oaade haste, and let down her pitcher from. h«r 
Ider, and said. Drink, and I will give thy oam.ela 
c also So I drank, and she mad© the camels drink 
— Genesis xxiv. 45, 46. 

v^ERT one must be struck, we should think, 

the construction of the narratives in the Book 
enesis, and their adaptation to the then existing 
> of the society to which they relate. Their 
(imilitude guarantees their truthfulness, and 
Skins their peculiarity. We find all that charm- 
simplicity which the social ^condition of the 
Bs and heroines of the tale supposes, together 

all their defects in conduct which their partial 
uction might be expected to bring with it. 
bher kind of narrative, more in conformity 

the modem advances and artificial refinement 
odety, would excite suspicion of the truthful* 

of the story : its simplicity and its differenody 
I all we know of subsequent, ages, are its verifi- 
n. 
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Where shall we find, in all the range of fiction, 
any thing so exquisite as the history of Joseph, or 
even as the beautiful story contained in the chapter 
which furnishes the example to be contemplated in 
this discourse. We invite criticism and taste to the 
investigation of this precious portion of Holy Writ. 
True, it relates rather to the history of a family 
than of a nation. Yes, and it is worthy of remark, 
that the careful preservation in the museum of in- 
spired chronicles, of this little gem of historic nar- 
rative, was by the Spirit of God thought to be of 
more importance than all that was going on at that 
time among the great nations of antiquity, not ex- 
cepting Egypt, the birth-place and cradle of science. 
The secular historian delights to emblazon his page 
with the conflicts of empires, the exploits, of 
heroes, and the prowess of armies; but what is 
the influence of such narrations upon the moral 
habits, social happiness, and individual character of 
mankind, compared with that of the record of the 
holy courtship of Isaac and Bebekah ! 

Sarah, the beloved and faithful wife of Abraham, 
had died, and had been laid in the cave of Maoh- 
pelah. Sadness and desolation now reign in the 
patriarch's household. His tent is empty ; and the 
grief of Isaac, who loved his mother most tenderly, 
is unsoothed, upon whom the heart of the venerable 
widower was now turned with more concentrated 
affection. Isaac, the miraculous child of promise, 
though forty years of age, was unmarried. The 
holy patriarch, amid much domestic disquiet, the 



ooDfleqaeaee of polygamy, had known the happU 
ness of possessing a faithful and devoted wife, and 
he now became naturally anxious to see his beloved 
son well settled with a companion in life before he 
himself should go the way of all flesh. His solic- 
itude, however, was not merely that Isaac should be 
married, but well married; which, in his view, 
meant not wealthily, but religiously. He was a 
worshiper of Jehovah, and abhorred idolatry, with 
the votaries and practices of which he was on every 
haiid surrounded; and it pierced his heart with 
anguish to think of the child of promise contracting 
a marriage with one of these. He knew that char- 
acter, as well as happiness, depends upon a suitable 
connection. And more than this, it was not only a 
private matter of personal and family arrangement^ 
involving Isaac's happiness and the comfort of his 
father, but also a public ^^ncem intimately affecting 
the covenant of which Abraham was the earthly 
head, and the countless millions who were to be 
blessed in his seed. Isaac sustained a sacred char- 
acter; he was the child of promise, and inherited, 
and was also to transmit, the promises concerning 
the Messiah. As he had relations in the land of 
Mesopotamia, who worshiped the living GU)d, he 
determined to send his confidential servant to this 
family to engage a wife for Isaac. We must sup- 
pose, of course, that all this was under the cogniz- 
anoe of Isaac, and met with his cordial support* 
Parental authority was then more extensive, and 
filial submission to it more exemplary, than it now. 

23* 
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is. Parents, aooordiog to the custom of those times, 
chose wives for their sons, and husbands for their 
daughters ; and often were regulated in their choioe 
more by regard to wealth and rank, than by the 
adaptation and afiection of the parties to be thus 
united. We do not wish this custom to be re- 
-vived ; it is unnatural, and reduces marriage to a 
matter of bargain and sale. But we do wish pa- 
rental counsel, consent, and approbation to be 
always sought in a matter of so much importance 
to all parties, whether directly or more remotely 
concerned. 

The trusty servant selected by Abraham pro- 
ceeded on his delicate, difficult, and, to both the 
fitther and son, momentous mission. Not, how- 
ever, till religious solemnities had been observed, 
and Eliezer had been commended by the patriardi 
to Grod by prayer. If we wanted the character of a 
foithful servant, delineated to the life, where could 
we find a picture so perfect as this man ? I shall 
not follow him through his long and wearisome 
journey of nearly five hundred miles, nor will I 
dwell upon the anxious ruminations of his mind 
during the weeks it occupied. Yet we can not but 
imagine how constantly that mind was lifted up to 
Crod for protection, direction, and success. He at 
length arrived at the city of his destination. It was 
a summer evening, and espying a well outside the 
walls, he stopped to give his camels drink before he 
passed through the gates. Aware that it was the 
custom for the young women to come and draw 
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water for household purposes, he first placed his 
camels by the well in a waiting posture, and then 
betook himself to prayer for Diyine direction. 
"And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, 
I pray thee send me good speed this day, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I 
stand here by the well of water, and the daughters 
<^the men of the city come out to draw water ; and 
let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall 
say. Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that 1 may 
drink ; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also, let the same be she that thou 
hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby 
shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto 
my master." It is noticeable, that he did not fix the 
sign upon the one who should first offer her serv- 
iceS) but upon the one who first willingly grants the 
service asked of her. In this he proceeds wisely, 
conceiving, it would seem, that the maid shows no 
maidenly spirit, who, unasked, tenders so slight a 
service as a draught of water at a public well to a 
stranger ; and deeming, perhaps, that attention so 
paid might be an excuse for curiosity, and an evi- 
dence rather of officious forwardness than of an 
obliging disposition. This is worthy of notice, am 
furnishing a beautiful comment upon Solomon's 
advice, ^* In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct thy paths." Let us thus b^in, carry 
on, and end, all our works in God. What is begun 
in prayer, usually, as in this case, ends in praise. 
So thou^^t Eiiezer, when he knelt down by the side 
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of the well of Nabor, and poured oat iJiis Bin^ 
and beautiful prajer. In his oaae it might be veU 
enough, but ordinarily it does not become us to ask, 
much less to prescribe, special tokens by which God 
shall indicate his will. 

Having presented his prayer, he widted for the 
answer, imd waited in fiuth that he should receive 
it. He did not wait long. There came a damsel, 
with a pit^er upon her shoulder, toward the welL 
By her appearance, perhaps by an impression from 
God, he is possessed willi the idea that she is the. 
person sought, and that the Lord hath answered his 
prayer. He th^efore addressed her in the very 
language he had resolved to employ, and received. 
the very answer, which was to be the sign of her 
being tiie object of his mission. The gentleneaS) 
cheerfulness, assiduity, and courtesy, manifested- 
toward a stranger, of whom she could have no 
knowledge, are truly admirable — unmixed and un* 
corrupted as it was by any unbecoming forwardness 
or levity. It was frank, without being obtrusive—- 
kind, without being familiar. She neither ran away 
affrighted from his presence — ^for her innocence gave 
her courage— nor did she step beyond t^e decorum 
of her sex, nor allow her courtesy to infringe upon 
her modesty. It was good for Bebd^ah, that she 
did not answer with a proud and haughty contempt 
and a surly refusal. ^Tes, and it<«)iras good for 
loiother woman, who long after met another stranger, 
'wearied with his journey,' at another well, tiial 
when she met his request, < €Kve me to drittk^' witil^ 
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Burly question, ' How is it that thou, being a 
, askest drink of me who am a Samaritan V — ^it 
good, I say, for her that she had a different 
cm from Abraham's servant to deal with." The 
Is in which Rebekah's answer is described, are 
iresque, lively, bland, and respectful : " Drink, 
lord ; and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
I her hand. And when she had given him 
k, she said, I will draw for thy camels also, 
i they have done drinking. And she hasted 
emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
a unto the well to ^raw, and drew for all 
camels." Conduct so amiable overwhelmed 
zer ; and so slow of heart are we to believe in 
wswer of our prayers, that he, ^^ wondering at 
held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had 
e his journey prosperous or not." There are 
9 in which the mind, like the eye, by a great 
sudden influx of light, is overpowered. It was 
&re. Finding, at length, that this was indeed 
)bject of his journey., he could not repress the 
Dgs of his full heart, but expressed them in two 
3. The first has, in all ages and in all coun- 
, been considered as one inlet to the female 
t — ^that heart which has, at any rate, been 
ght " to be accessible to finery, presents, and 
le." " For it came to pass, as the camels had 
) drinking, that the man took a golden ear-ring 
alf a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her 
is, of ten shekels weight of gold." But this was 
bhe only expression of his joy and gratitude, for, 
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unrestrained by the presence of Bebekah, "Be 
bowed down his head and worshiped, saying; 
Blessed be Jehovab, God of my master Abrahsin^ 
who hath not left destitute my master, of his mercy 
and his truth : I being in the way, Jehovah led me 
to the house of my master's brethren." Did the 
heart of Bebekah, true to instinctive perception in 
all such matters, begin to divine what this presentc 
and this praise to God meant? Did a though! 
glance across her mind of the nature of this num's 
visit to Nahor 1 Or was the scene b^eld by her 
in awe and wonder at the character and errand of: 
the mysterious stranger ? She must have knovQ 
of her august relation, Abraham, whose name she 
BOW heard in prayer from the lips of Eliezer. 
. We must, for a moment, forget Rebekah, to look 
upon this holy, faithful, loving domestia Never 
did piety and fidelity more truly blend the sanctity 
of the one with the devotedness of the other^ 
Happy master, to have such a servant! Happy 
servant, to be blessed with such a master ! 

It is not necessary for me to enter very minutely 
into the incidents of the scenes which followed. 
How Bebekah hasted with the intelligence of this 
event to her father's house, and how Laban, i&t 
brother, went forth to greet the stranger and coor 
duct him to their home. We mark, as if we saw 
them, the courtesy of the opening interview, the 
frank interchange of kindly greetings and good offi- 
ces, the admirable delicacy pf the servant's introf 
duction of himself to the &mily of Bethuel, th^ 
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nt's imjMlieiioe to dladuurge his trust, the sim- 
aoltal of what the Lord had done for him, and 
fall development of the object of* his visit. 
1 hearing which, Laban, as the surviving repre- 
itive of his &ther, replied: ''The thing pro^ 
sth from the Lord ; we can not spei^L unto thee 
or good« Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take 
and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, 
\B Lord hath spoken." This was dependent, as 
aft^r part of the narrative shows, upon the 
■el's consent. To help to gain this, a second 
idid present was prepared for her, of jewels of 
iT, and jewels of gold, and raiment. This was, 
is still, the Oriental custom of contracting all 
ains, and entering into all covenants, whether 
narriage, trade, or politics. Very natural was 
■emonstrance which the brother, and especially 
nother of the bride, addressed to the impatient 
tnt of Abraham, when he said: ''Send me 
f to my master." And her brother and her 
ler said, " Let the damsel abide with us a few 
, at the least ten; after that she shall go." 
$ther it be a respite of ten days, or, as some 
of ten months, or even years, that the mother 
sd with her son in soliciting, before the daugh- 
3ids her a last adieu, it is a touch of genuine 
emess, such as we should not willingly lose 

the narrative. For it is a narrative which 
es its own truth by its being so thoroughly, 
all throughout, true to nature. Rebekah was 

called in, and tiie question placed to her, 
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^ Wilt thoa go with this man!" Was she de 
in virgin modesty, in prudence, in thooghtfiii 
Did she display an unseemly haste to becc 
wife ? Did she venture too carelessly to a 
herself and her happiness for life to one o£ 
she knew nothing but by report ? Did she no 
the decisive step in the dark, when she cons 
to peril in such haste the comfort of her life 
the truth of the singular embassy that had co 
her ? In ordinary circumstances, we should ui 
tionably reply in the affirmative to these ques 
and we should earnestly recommend to all 
females now, and to all who have the care of 
whether parents or guardians, more delay, in 
and caution, than were observed in this 
Hasty offers of marriage should be met eitl 
hasty refusals, or lengthened consideration, 
too momentous an ati&ir to be decided w 
much investigation and reflection. But thei 
a peculiarity here. Something, perhaps, m 
justly imputed to the times, but &r more 
religious state of Rebekah^s mind ; a sense oi 
overwhelmed a feeling of reluctance, togethe 
every inferior consideration. She was doubtl 
the habit of daily intercourse with God, a 
fervent prayer had sought Divine direction 
saw an overruling Providence — Grod was i 
affair — ^his finger, visible to the eye of &ith, p 
out the way in which she should go ; and wi 
hesitating obedience, she confessed her readii 
part with all the felicities of home, to neA 
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tant ftOianoe, at the voice ctf that Sovereign Power 
to whom she committed her future destiny. Flat- 
tering as the scene before her must have appeared 
to a worldly eye, the sacrifioes she made at this 
moment of compliance were certainly very consid- 
erable^ What could have led to such an answ^, 
when standing between the tears of parental and 
fraternal affection, and the urgency of a mere stran- 
ger, the servant, too, of her future home, but a &ith 
which overcame the world, and dictated her holy 
resolution. Heaven appointed her journey, and 
nature {beaded in vain.* That religion had some* 
thing to do with it, I have no doubt—that the 
promptings of the female heart had also some influ- 
ence, I have as little doubt. - '* What woman," says 
Monod, *' under a sense of her dependence, has not 
wished, once in her life, for the arm of a man to 
support her, and his name to shelter her 1 But at 
the same time, what woman, under the feeling of 
reserve, has not kept her secret closely shut up 
within her own bosom, waiting silently till she Is 
sought for, even though she should wait till the 
hour of her death, hastened, perhaps, in some cases, 
by that internal fire by which she would be con- 
sumed within, rather than suffer it to be blazed 
abroad. The invariable order of marriage, which 
cedes the initiative to man, and does not accord 
even Uie appearance of it to woman, is not a refine* 
ment of civilization ; it is not even a nicety of the 
gospel; it is a law imposed on woman in every 

• See Dr. Cox*s <' Female Scripture Biography." 
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•0a, not «ioeptiiig the most bftvktfous, and imdfeg 
all people, not excepting the most «avag^^' B4- 
bekah partook of this feeling, but she won^^ied ti» 
true God, and lived amid those who/ worshiped 
idols, where, perhaps, few opportunities of a holf 
union presented themselves ; and now a most ad> 
vantageous one offered, in which idl that piety «oii)d 
desire, or even vanity crave, wece combined ; whidi, 
therefore, required litde or no time to dcdiberais 
upon, and she at ones consented to accompany Ike 
servant of Abraham. 

Bebekah took leave <^ her friends, and prooesdiBg 
on her eventful journey under the care of Eliateif, 
•etid aoeorapanied, both for her oomfert and her^pscf- 
teotio)^ by Deborah, an old £uth&Q servant, whahii 
nursed her from a child. 

For a moment we leave Bebekah, proceedtng Oft 
her journey, to speak of her future husband, of whom 
\good Bishop Hall says, '^ Of all the patriard^ nonS 
made so little noise in the wodd as Isaac; none lived 
eiliier so privately, or so innocently ; neither know 
I whether he proved himself a better son or husband 
For the one, he gave himself over to the knife of his 
fath^ when about to be offered up in sacrifice, and 
xnoumed three years fer his mother ; for the olher, 
he reserved himsdf in chaste forbearance twentj 
years, and prayed.'' He appears to have beeiua 
quiet, retiring, domestic, and devotional character— 
good rather than great, and altogether blamdess, 
with the exception that he was a little too much ad* 
dieted to the gratifications of t^Mi palate. 
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'. ^ It wtet a eftim and peaoefiil summer evenhsg*. 
Hie olen haye been lodged in tlieir stalls, and the 
impiemeBts of husbandry are at rest in the furrows 
of the field. Not a breath of vrmd rustles in the 
nbiaeless leaves. Not a stray s^eep wand^^ in the 
dark shadow c^f the hills. It is a time of profound 
mpOBe, One soHtary figure is seen slowly pacing 
die .sweet-scented meadow path. Unconscious oi 
m^lire's charms, altogether his soul is melted into 
vpreot harmony with the peace that reigpsall around, 
he is wrapt in holy fellowship with the God of his 
salvation." It is Isaac, '^ who had gone out into the 
fidds to meditate." No iqiproper oratory for the 
good mAn, who, surroimded by the glories of ere* 
aljon^ lo(^ through nature up to nature's Gk»d. 

In such an exercise and such a frame of mind, Isaae 
was well prepared to receive the best possible earthly 
blessing — a good wife. Perhaps he was then medi* 
tating upon Eliezer's mission, and beseeching Heaven 
for its success. Behold the answer of his prayers ! 
A cavalcade is seen in the distance approachitig. It 
draws nearer and nearer. Can it be the return of 
Eliezer, the faithful servant ? And are there not 
two females in the retinue, one young and the other 
fiirther advanced in life? The vision of his future 
wife now flashed through his imagination, as the 
procession drew nearer, and his eyes with fixed attri- 
tion rested upon the beauteous form of Rebekah. 
'* And who," says Bebekah, whose eyes are as busy 
in looking toward Canaan as Isaac's are in the dl* 
rection of Mesopotai]i»ia» "is that meditatlTe ssuui 
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•fproftdiing us?" The tecret is disclosed bj ^ 
faithfiil, joyful Eliezer. ''Your future hHsbsnd." 
As she approached her destined lord, see hew female 
delicacy, liow maideii diffidence and reserve, resume 
their empire. ''She alighted <^ the camel, and 
took a Tail and ooy^ed herself." This act had more 
meaning than one ; it expressed her suljection, art 
his already espoused wife, to him as her future hus- 
band : it woiQd also prevent that confusion which 
the suddenness of the interview and the important' 
consequ«ices that were to follow it, would naturally* 
produce. "And Isaac brought her into his mother 
Sarah's tent, and took Beb^ah, and she became his 
wife, and he loved her : and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother's death." In this tender manner 
does this admirable story close. 

Peace be to that dwelling, the residence of a duti- 
ful son, and a tender husband, and of a kind, gener- 
ous, open-hearted, pious wife. Dutiful sons prom- 
ise to be a£^tionate husbands ; and were I a wom- 
an, and received an offer of marriage, one of the 
first inquiries I would make concerning the man 
who solicited my hand and heart, would be, " How 
did he behave to his mother ?" feeling assured that 
conjugal affection could scarcely ^e expected to 
dwell in that heart from which filial regard had 
been excluded. He who is insensible to a mother's 
tender affection, believe me, my young friends, is 
not to be intrusted with the care of a woman's 
heart and happiness. " We may here pause and 
remark, that all the circumstances continue to make 



ibis portion of the saorod reooid peGoliarlj attarad^- 
iye. In reading it, we feel at home amid tbede pft«. 
tiiarchal incidents and descriptions, realizing them 
as if they were iamiliar. The stately pomp and 
ceremony — the reserve, and coldness, and suspicion, 
of a more artificial, social state, pass away. The 
fi^shness of nature's early truth and tenderness 
returns — artless, guileless, fearless. We breathe a 
purer and freer air. We are touched with a deeper 
sense at once of a special Providence in heaven^ 
and ,of a real and true sympathy on earth. We- 
feel that there can be such a thing as the exerci80 
of a irank and generous trust, relying both upoii 
God and upon tnan^ and that it is possible to aot- 
upon the belief both of God's superintendence, and; 
of man*s sincerity."* 

; Before we consider what is to be learned ifrom the 
conduct of Bebekah as a wife and a mother, we will 
for a few moments contemplate her in reference tp- 
that f^ which made her such — her marriage. 1^^. 
circjiiittstancea connoted with this were peeuMar 1^) 
the times, and partook of a simplicity, as we hav«; 
already xemarked, to which your history, my young* 
fr^ppda, is not likely to supply a parallel. One 
thing, however, may be noticed — ^it was with th^ 
privity and consent of her friends. We can: not acr- 
count for the lact of .Bethuel,Kebekah's father, 
beii^g, passed over in, silence, ai;Ld Laban,. her 
brother, on]y being mentioned as conducting, the; 

* Dr. C^ndlish's Conlribtitioiifl toward the Ec^^dfltooA <^< 
tlisBoQkofOfihiesis. • < 
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tniiMCtion, but upon the sopposition that Bethfid 
waa dead. It is trae the name occurs once in the 
history, but this probably was a brother. Laban' 
was consulted. There was nothing clandestine in 
it. And, moreover, it was a marriage in which the 
claims of religion were considered. On this deli-' 
cate subject I can not enlarge. i^Rebekah showed 
too great an eagerness for quitting the single state, 
and tGK>mewhat too hasty a decision, from which, 
however, we have exculpated her, we do not recom- 
mend this to you. It may be natural enough to 
prefer the married to the unmarried state, when an 
opportunity offers for entering into it. But let not 
your minds be unduly restless and anxious in real- 
izing the object of your wishes. Avoid all roman- 
tic and poetic imaginativeness on this momentous 
affiiir. Do not allow yourselves ever to treat it 
with levity, or to dictate a line of conduct which 
would look as if you were more anxious to be a 
wife, than to be qualified for such a state. Never 
come to the conslusion that you can not be happy 
if you are not married, and can not but be happy 
if you are. Let the multitude of happy maidens, 
and the equal number of unhappy wives, correet 
such mistakes, and dispel all the illusions with 
which the idea of connubialism disturbs the pro- 
priety of some young women's conduct. Treat the 
whole subject not as a matter of poetry and romance, 
but as one of the gravest realities of life. It is an 
affiiir of hve^ but it is also an affiiir ofprvd$nce. It 
is a matter of tatte^ and even of poetic delightful- 
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but it is also a matter of judgment and of 
i^Eitiousness. It is not a thing to be laughed 
>ked about, but to be pondered in the deepest 
les of the soul, and prayed over in the most 
n seasons of devotion. It is momentous to 
parties, but most so to the woman. '^ Life or 
/ felicity or a lasting sorrow, are in the power 
Triage. A woman, indeed, ventures most, for 
ith no sanctuary to retire to from an evil hus- 
She must dwell upon her sorrow, and hatch 
ggs which her foUy or her infelicity hath pro- 
I ; and she is more under it, because her tor- 
^r hath a warrant of prerogative, and the 
m may complain to God, as subjects do of 
t princes ; but otherwise she hath no appeal 
$ causes of ^unkindness. And even of the man 
tay say, though he can run from many hours of 
idness, yet h%> must return to it again, and 

he sits among his neighbors, he remembers 
rbjection that lies in his bosom, and he sighs 
y. * 

is is no time, nor is there room, to lay down 
r rules for your guidance in this afi^r. When, 
ver, it comes in your way, consult not only 
heart, and your imagination, and your young 
»anions — ^but your judgment, your God by 
)r, and your parents for advice. Enter into 
cquaintance without the cognizance of these 
■al guides 'and guardians of your youth. It is 
le beginning of connections of this kind that 

« BMop Jeramy Taylor's <* Marriage Ring.** 
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pnretiiri domuel fthonld be sought. Nerer ooniMte 
younelres by a word till tfae doiD««tio oiwle )■» 
been eonaolted; nor allow yonr afieetions to b« 
entangleft tQl a fadier's and a mother's judgment 
have been prononnoed. . Detennine that smiilaritf 
of tnrte, espeoudly in the most important of all^ 
matterB-HEtsueioH-^^HBhall lie at the basis of any 
union yon may form. 

^otdd h be that God has not destined joa to< 
wedd^ hiiss, foiget not ^Hhat there are advantsgis 
peeidiar to single life— (Ant it affords an immwi^ 
from many oares, an <^opoitunity for intelleotosl) 
putftuitB, a power to do good extensively, m k uk 
married women may not enjoy. And if these priv^ 
il^ges tars improved, if ' dieerfiiliiess and benev-^ 
oisBOe oharaderize l^e temper, there will be no> 
wtet of ooonpation, of happineiss, or of sympatiiy/ 
Die kind faster or aunt will be .always weioomed;i 
she wiH be: hailed as the- agreeaUe oompai^n^ 6r 
the : tender nurse ; as the parttdpator in joy, or Ihr 
sympathizer in sorrow ; as the helper in business^' 
or the oorapankm in afiliction; she will 'be ike 
ready assistant in every g6od work-^the efaildrsB' 
w^l run to greet ber arrival, the poor will rise up 
and osU her blessed. And if in truth, aswe dasee 
in some bright examples in oar own di^, her enei^' 
grows'<with her dedre of doing good, and In liie 
anriduoisM and pains-taking ^R>rts of Qiristlan <diar- 
itf , she meiA^ to foi^t the weakness of her sex,' 
she i'ei^ises i»x)ne oi its most pleasing fbrms piin^' 
itive dei^t^idneMT.' In pioos exeidses! mot^l sphv 
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F, in sel^coiial more mortified, in &ith more 
i, than any of the cloistered nans of the strictest 
t ; while at the same time her religion is with- 
superstition, and her sobriety without gloom, 
is one of a holy sisterhood, whose order is truly 
olic, whose vows are scriptural, and whose yol- 
iry service is the labor of love." 
ITe now turn over another chapter in the history ■ 
^bekah, in which she appears to far less advant- 
than she does in the one we have just reviewed, 
re the artless simplicity of the virgin is lost in . 
Brooked policy of the designing wife and the too 
ial mother. Perhaps, it will be thought by, 
e, Uiat as I am addressing young women, I 
bt have cut short the story with her marriage 

her virtues, and drawn a vail over her future 
igs. But I bear in recollection what I said in a 
ler Bcimon, that the matron should be held up 
le maiden, that from the outset she may learn 
t to copy and what to avoid. And here is a. 
;ing example to serve this purpose, an affecting 
ince to prove what a transformation a change 
ircumstances may produce in the same char- 
r. 

aac and Rebekah, like Abraham and Sarah, had 
* faith tried in waiting long for the son who 

to be the heir of promise. Twenty years 
sed and Hebekah bore no child. In answer to 
earnest prayers of her husband, Grod gave her 
{HTOspect of becoming a mother. Before thia 
)y event took place she received a communica- 
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tkn iroin the Lord, tloli Ae should giver Ubi^iQ 
twins, who should be the heads of twp sq^an^^. 
natioBS, and that, oontraiy to the order of nature, 
and the custom of nations, the elder brother should 
serve the youn^r. Esau and Jacob were bora, 
grew up^ «nd exhibited great difference of taste and 
character. Into this &mily of Isaac and Eebekah, 
there ehtered that which has rent myriads and 
nayriads of households, setting the husband against 
the wife, the mother against the father, mid ooe 
diild against another ; disturbing tlie hanncmy of 
domestic peace, poisoning the springs of domestio 
happiness, and preventing the progress of domestic^ 
improvement — ^I mean parental partiaMty^ In this 
case of kaac and Bebekah, both parents had their 
fiivorite child, and what was worse, manijt9t^ their. 
fondness. It may, in some cases, be almost im- 
possible not to have a preference for one child above 
another ; but what anxious carefulness should there 
be to conceal it ; policy and justice both denumd 
fiom parents an equal distribution of their affection, 
their countenance, and their goods ; for if there be 
one folly which more certainly punishes itself than 
another, it is this ill-judged and wicked distinction 
between equals. Parental partiality injures both 
the otte preferred and the <me ihat is slighted; in- 
flafeing^ Ij^e one wi4^ pride, insolence, and vanity, 
fli&d eorrupting the other by jealousy, envy, and 
tevbongb^ Isaac loved Esau, and for a reason not 
very honorable to his character, ^' because he did 
eat <^ his venison." Bebekah loved Jacob, iot 
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-wbit teason we axe not told ; it is probable on 
account both of his superior etcellence, and also of 
die revelation which God had made to her concern- 
ing his future history. She was undoubtedly a 
woman of sincere faith, and even her afber-censuf- 
able conduct arbse from a misdirected piety. She, 
^e another ibmale in after times, pondered in her 
heart all the things which had been' spoken of God 
oonoeming this child of promise. It was not long 
before the etilects of parental partiality appeared in 
this ^mily. A competition for precedence, and the 
fight of primogeniture, engaged the attention of the 
brothers, and^ whetted theiv spirits {gainst each 
other from their earliest years, which issued in 
alienation, separation, and hostility, on the part of 
tile children, and sorrow and distress on the part 
of the parents. Jacobus conduct was ungenerous, 
and £sau's profane. The former knew his destina- 
tion to precedence, and instead of leaving God to 
fulfill his own purpose, sought to accomplish it in 
a manner unworthy both of himself and of the 
blessing. 

Time, which moves on with ceaseless tread, had 
brought Isaac to old age ; and he now thought of 
his approaching end, and the propriety of settling 
his domestic af&irs. His great concern was to 
direct the descent of the patriarchal blessing, whicl% 
in this case, implied more than that ordinary bene- 
diction which every good man would pronounce on 
all his children, without distinction; it compre- 
hended the great things contained In the ooveBaat 
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AbrahuD, bj whidi his posterity iras to be 
selected and di«tingHinhftd is the peeulisr people 
of Grod, and to gi^e birth to the Mi^twaah. Isaac 
OQf^ to have remembered the oominimicatioii made 
to Bebekah, and b j her, doubtless, to himaelf, that 
this was to be bestowed upon Jaoob. Natural 
attachment lor a while overcame his fiuth, and he 
was preparing to divert the blessing from the chan- 
nel marked out for it by the purpose and providence 
of God. To enkindle his afi^tion for Esau, by the 
remembrance of past gratifications, he wished to 
have some savory meat — certainly a carnal intro- 
duction to so divine an act, partaking more of the 
flesh than of the spirit, and betraying more of that 
parental partiality under whidi he had acted, than 
of the &ith of a son of Abraham. Behold, of 
what importance it is that our early propensities be 
good, seeing time, indulgence, and habit, interweave 
them with our very constitution, till they become a 
second nature, and age confirms instead of eradi- 
cating them. We find the two great infirmities of 
Isaac's character predominant to the last — ^a dispo- 
sition to gratify his palate with a particular kind of^ 
food, and partiality to his son Esau. 

Bebekah, whose affection was ever wakeful, act- 
ive, and jealous for her favorite, overheard the 
charge given by her husband to Esau, and instantly 
set about a scheme to divert the blessing into 
another, and, as she knew, into its . right channel. 
What should she have done % Expostulated with 
Isaac on the impropriety of acting in direct oppo- 
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sition to the revealed purpose of God. Such an 
appeal, to a mind devout and contemplative, as 
his evidently was, notwithstanding its weaknesses, 
would, in all probability, have succeeded. Instead 
of this, she manifested what has ever been consid- 
ered to be one of woman's infirmities, a disposition 
to have recourse to finesse, stratagem, and ma- 
neuver, and a wish to carry her object by tortuous 
and complicated measures, rather than by an open 
and straightforward course. It is unnecessary for 
me to enter into the details of her plan, its prompt 
execution, and its success. It is a sad story. Here 
was nothing but shameless trickery and imposition 
7— a feigned person — a feigned name — ^feigned ven- 
ison — a feigned answer. Every thing was bad, 
except the motive, and that could not alter the 
character of the action, and transmute evil into 
good. It was a disgrace to Rebekah, a cruelty 
practiced upon Isaac, and a most grievous injury 
inflicted on the moral character of her son. We 
must not load Jacob with more of the infamy of 
this transaction than what really belongs to him. 
He was not first in the transgression. His feelings 
revolted from it when it was proposed to him. He 
remonstrated against it. His remonstrance, how- 
ever, was founded more upon the consequences of 
the evil than the evil itself. And there is a striking 
difference between his reasoning and that of his son 
Joseph. Jacob said, " I shall bring a curse upon 
me, and not a blessing :" but Joseph's pious and 
noble reply was, " How can I do this great wicked- 
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ness, and sin against God 1" The resoluteness of 
Rebekah is astounding and affecting, confirming the 
general opinion that woman, in a bad purpose, is 
often more bold and determined than man. <' Upon 
me he thy curse^ my son; only obey my voice," 
Appalling spectacle! to see a mathery a religioui 
mother, so &^ forgetting what is due to her sex, her 
relationship, and her piety, as not only to lead, but 
to goad and drag on, her son, to perpetrate false- 
hood, and to practice deception, upon his hal^blind 
fikther. O mothers, read this account and tremble ! 
The plan moves forward, but the whole plot was 
in danger of exploding. The conference between 
Isaac and his son Jacob is deeply affecting. Hie 
half-awakened suspicion and artless simplicity of 
the father, invests, by the power of contrast, with 
deeper shades of infamy and guilt, the shameless, 
undaunted effrontery of the son. Such is the way 
of transgressors, one sin prepares for, and leads on 
to another, till the sinner is involved, by a kind of 
necessity, to add another and another lie, to help on 
the former one. Isaac's ears were truer than his 
eyes, and his faculties were not so blunted by age, 
as not to be capable of reasoning upon some im- 
probabilities ; for there is something about falsehood, 
which, though it may silence, yet will not ordinarily 
satisfy. Crafb, however, in this case, is too deep for 
honesty, and Isaac, kind and incredulous to evil 
thoughts, soon finds his suspicions lulled, eats the 
venison, and bestows the blessing. It is no part of 
my lecture to paint, or rather copy, the scene which 
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followed, when the return of Esau revealed the 
plot, and proclaimed the deception. The shock to 
poor old Isaac was almost overwhelming. As an 
aged and afflicted man, the imposition which had 
been practiced upon him would excite his indig- 
nation. Yet a moment's reflection would convince 
him of his mistake, in intending to convey to Esau 
that blessing which God designed for Jacob. Such 
considerations rushing upon his mind at once, suffi- 
ciently account for all his feelings : it was to him 
like a place where two seas meet, or as the union 
of subterranean flres and waters, which causeth the 
earth to tremble. Esau is to be pitied, and would 
be more so, if his distress arose from any other 
feelings than disappointed ambition. He who pro- 
&nely despised the birthright, cared nothing for 
the loss of the blessing, but as it deprived him 
of some earthly distinctions and temporal posses- 
sions. 

Rebekah's policy had succeeded. But she soon 
began to reap its bitter fruits, in perceiving the 
feud which she had occasioned between the two 
brothers. The same tent could no longer contain 
them. And intelligence having reached ber that 
Esau meditated revenge, even to the murder of 
his fraudulent brother, she hurried away Jacob to 
the land of Padan-Aram, to seek a protection and 
a home among her own relatives. With the sequel 
of this interesting story you are acquainted, and we 
return to Rebekah. The best explanation that can 
be given of her conduct, and which has been put 
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forth by her apologists as her defense, is that she 
acted from religious motives. Perhaps this is in 
part true ; but I think not wholly. There is much 
of the mother mixed up with the believer ; and no 
small share of regard for the interests of a favorite 
child, blended with regard to the purposes of God. 
But be it so, that religion had the principal hand in 
this odious deception, then we see how early pious 
frauds were practiced for the furtherance of the 
faith ; and Bebekah, so far as this part of her con- 
duct is concerned, is presented to us as the patron- 
ess gf Jesuitism ; for even if we concede to her a 
religious end, we must admit she adopted the most 
sinful means to obtain it. She was unquestionably 
right in her belief that God designed the blessing 
for Jacob, and in this one respect, I mean her faith, 
she was stronger and more unswerving than her 
husband. Yet this faith was mixed with some un- 
belief after all : for what else was it but a partial 
distrust, that led her to adopt such sinful means to 
secure the accomplishment of the divine purpose? 
Does God's truth require man's falsehood to fulfill 
it? Can not we leave God to find means to per- 
form his own word, without supposing he requires 
our sins to help him out of a dilemma? The 
urgency of the temptation was, no doubt, very great. 
In her view, an hour or two would decide the mat- 
ter, and the blessing intended for Jacob would be 
transferred to Esau, and how then would the dec- 
laration be fulfilled? That was no part of her 
concern. 
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Let us now reliDquish the history, and learn the 
lessons with which it is fraught. The Scripture 
narratives are ititended to exhibit holiness and sin 
embodied ki living characters, the one for our imita- 
tion, f»Ad the other for our warning. And not unfre- 
Q/iently we find both sin and holiness blended in 
the same character, requiring a careful analysis and 
an accurate discrimination. This discrimination is 
requisite in looking at the character now before us. 

As you see Rebekah with her pitcher on her 
shoulder coming to draw water, you can not fail to 
notice her domestic and indtistriotts habits. Yes, it 
was when thus occupied, and not when indolently re- 
clining upon the couch of ease — ^nor when saunter- 
ing with a company of associates as idle and as gos- 
siping as herself — nor when wasting her time in 
useless occupations of frivolity and amusement, 
that Eliezer met her. No ; but, though high-bom, 
wealthy, and beautiful, hearing upon her shoulder 
the pitcher to the well, to draw the evening's sup^ 
ply of water for the family. I admit that the arti- 
ficial habits of society had not then introduced those 
distinctions in household occupations which the ad- 
vance of civilization has now brought into our hab- 
itations. At that time, and long since, the women 
of wealthy families were engaged in services, which 
are now with propriety consigned to hired servants. 
There was nothing unseemly then in the daugh- 
ters of rank being found with their pitcher upon 
their shoulder at the public well. This, or any 
thing like it now, would be altogether out of ohar- 
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acter. I have, however, not only heard o^ but 
have known at least one, who though high-born, yet 
under the influence of mistaken views of the obli- 
gations of religion, performed those menibl services 
which belong to, and are usually discharged by, 
domestics. Surely this " voluntary humility," as 
the apostle calls it — this unprescribed, &ctidotB 
lowliness, does neither honor to its subject nor good 
to Christianity ; for when mistresses thus do the 
work of servants, servants by a natural ambition 
and exchange will seek to take the place of mis- 
tresses. We ask no woman to step out of her 
place, or to descend from her rank, but only to be 
industrious in the domestic duties which belong to 
it. Every young woman should aim to be useful 
at home, and that is not a wise or good mother who 
does not train her daughters for such occupations. 
But as we have already dwelt on this, it is not 
necessary to enlarge upon it here, any further thaii 
to say, that humble yet useful employments of do- 
XAestic life, are a virtuous woman's most honorable 
station ; that whether in single life, wedlock, or 
widowhood, God and nature have destined you, my 
female friends, to occupation, not perhaps highly 
Honorable in the eyes of unfeeling wealth or giddy 
dissipation, but highly consequential to the happi- 
ness of others, and therefore essential to your own. 
We can not fail to notice in Rebekah's early de- 
portment, an artless^ unaffected simplicity^ afiect- 
ipgly in contrast with her subsequent artifice and 
duplicity. This it is which invests her character, 
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and most of the excellent ones in Scripture, witb 
such irresistible charms. To whatever we look, we 
find that simplicity is beauty. This is true of 
nature as the great model. Amid all its grandeur 
and complexity, all is easy and inartificial, as if its 
most perfect elaboration were «nelaborated, and 
flowed without effort from power in repose, though 
actually in operation ; and thus gave the character 
of its own graceful ease to all its productions. 
Simplicity is no less beautiful in art than in nature, 
and the very perfection of art is to hide itself in 
copying the simplicity of nature. All this holds 
good of manners — ^there, especially, affectation is 
hajteful and repulsive. Studied di^lay of any kind, 
whetbnir of intellect or virtue, of conversation or 
even of p»onunciation, or of singularity, whether in 
dress or habiu^ js always odious. It can not secure 
respect, but must excite ridicule. Perhaps this is 
one of the principal ibllies against which women, 
and especially young wotaen of education, have to 
guard. An artificial character has sometimes a 
deep, even a moral meaning, as signifying a tend- 
ency to artifice, equivocation, and resemblances of 
virtue not really possessed. This, in it» fixed and 
consolidated form, is hypocrisy, the most odious 
vice on earth. But what I refer to now is artificial- 
ness of manners; an obvious aim to be precise 
above all others ; a studied mannerism for the pur- 
pose of display. This generally springs from that 
vanity which has been considered by many female 
writers as one of the foibles of their sex. The 
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prevalence of this really spoUs nuiny otfaerwiae 
useful and amiable characters. It is in woman 
what ambition is in man ; and though it may be a 
less dangerous, it is a meaner fault ; and it is a 
form of sel^love equally jealous and insatiate. 
Nothing can be more opposite to the spirit of the 
gospel, and the only security against it is Christiaii 
humility. Be clothed, young women, with this ; it 
is your most becoming and beautiful garment ; and 
where will you obtain it but from the wardrobe of 
Christianity 1 

Observe the courteous affability of this interest- 
ing young woman. Here was a stranger, a servant, 
though evidently of no mean master ; and yet ho^ 
respectful, how gentle, how affiible was her ad^^^^ess. 
Josephus, fond of adding, in his paraphrase man- 
ner, to the terseness and simplicity ^f the Scrip 
turfe narrative, relates that there ^ere other young 
females with Rebekah, who irere asked for water, 
but refused ; and that she reproved them for their 
churlishness. Courto^^y is a becoming grace in 
both sexes, but nx^st so in the fenuJe ; while rude- 
ness, which is a blemish upon other characters, is a 
hht upon hers. A female churl is a kind of mon- 
strosity, from which we turn away with insufferable 
disgust. Courtesy is one of the cheapest exercises 
of virtue, it costs us less even than rudeness ; for 
the latter, except in hearts that are petrified into 
stone, must put the subject of it to some expense 
of feeling. Even a rough voice is disagreeable 
issuing from female lips, much more a rough naan- 
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ionnected with a female form. There may be 
>us things which prevent the exercise of court- 
In some cases, it is to be traced to pride, a 
which befits a demon, but not a woman. In 
*s it is the result of absolute ill-nature, a morose, 
and ill-conditioned mind, which knows no 
il seasons, and experiences no soft emotions. 
e are petulant and irascible, and, when putting 
mood of civility, are easily driven from it by 
slightest touch of their diseased irritability, 
iourteous, then ; it is, if not of the solid sub- 
se of holiness, at least its polish. It is a Chris- 
grace, for an apostle has said : *^ Be pitiful ; be 
ieous." 

kin to this was Kebekah^s kindness. There 
not only an external affability of manner, but 
al benevolence of disposition. Here was a 
ger, tired and faint with a day's journey in a 
country, asking her kind offices to procure a 
ly of water for himself and his weary beasts. 
;rant his request for himself, would have cost 
10 great labor ; but it must have been consid- 
e effort to draw water enough for a number 
lirsty camels! And this is more apparent 
I you know the construction of Eastern wells, 
b are not like ours, but are a kind of sunken 
m, to which you descend by a flight of steps, 
many tiresome descents must this young 
ure have made, before she satisfied the thirst 
Uiezer's camels. And there is another little 
mstance which marks her kindness; Eliezer 
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asked only for a " np'' of water, for so the original 
word signifies, and she said: ^ Drink, and thy 
camels." It was a solitary act, I admit; but it 
was so promptly, so generously done, as to indi- 
cate habits. It is said, with as much beauty as 
simplicity, '' Love is kind ;" and, if possible, with 
still greater beauty, it is described as one of the 
traits of the virtuous woman — '' In her tongue is 
the law of kindness" — ^and here, as it does in all 
cases, the tongue commands the hand. Insensibility 
in a man is bad enough, but worse in a woman. 
An unfeeling woman is a contradiction of her sex, 
for the female heart has ever been found the dwell- 
ing-place of kindness, where misery, driven from 
every other heart, is sure to find an asylum. In 
what age, or in what country of the world, has wom- 
an forfeited her character as the ministering angel 
of humanity*? When and where has the female 
bosom abjured the claims of misery, and repudiated 
the virtue of benevolence 1 Arctic snows have not 
frozen up the spring of mercy in the female. heart, 
nor tropical suns evaporated it. Tyranny has not 
crushed it out, nor barbarism extinguished it. 
Look at Mungo Park, the African traveler, when 
alone in the midst of Africa, and lying down to die 
in want and despair, found by the black women of 
that dark land, carried to their tent, fed, clad, and 
cherished, amid the wild strains of their impromptu 
song, with which they cheered the feelings of his 
heart, and expressed the benevolence of their own. 
Young women, cherish in your bosoms the purest 
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pfailanthropy. Abhor selfishness — you are made 
for kindness. Oppose not the design of jour Cre- 
ator. Do no violence to your own nature. A 
stony heart becomes not you. A tearless woman 
is a revolting scene in our sorrowful world. She 
may be pure and beautiful as the marble statue, 
but if, withal, she is as hard and cold, who can ad- 
mire her ? 

I can not yet pass from the contemplation of 
this sweet and amiable young creature, to behold 
her in her future character, till I have referred again 
to the vail of modesty under which all this af&bility 
and kindness was concealed. In listening to her 
language, in witnessing her conduct, will the most 
fastidious, or prudish, or censorious of her sex, find 
aught in any thing she said or did to condemn? 
Did she violate, in the smallest measure, the deco- 
rum of her sex? She did not stand to gaze upon 
the stranger and his camels, nor do any thing to 
attract his attention, but was intent upon the object 
for which she camd, and was diverted from it only 
by an opportunity thrown in her way, without be- 
ing sought for, to do good. She did not anxiously 
and confidently enter into discourse with the man, 
but waited till she was addressed, and then mod- 
estly answered him, with all the decorum due to 
her sex. Virgin modesty, I know, is the most 
attractive of all female graces. What is intelli- 
gence without it, but the bolder impudence; or 
beauty, but the more seductive snare ? There is, I 
know, a reserve that degenerates into repulsive 
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pride, as, on the other hand, there is a frankiifiss 
that Gornipta into forwardness. Woman is intended 
neither to avoid man by a bashful timidity, nor to 
court him by an obtrusive advance. A genuine 
modesty guards against each extreme. It is that 
semi-transparent vatV, which, by revealing half her 
excellence, makes that more lovely which it reveals, 
and excites desire to know th^ rest. . It is her shield 
as well as her vail, repelling all the darts which, 
either by acts, by words, or by looks, any one 
would dare assail her purity. It is also her orna- 
ment, investing all her other excellences with addi- 
tional charms, like the blush of purity upon the 
cheek of beauty. It. is her power ^ by whidi she 
subdues the heart that is worth the conquest. Yea, 
what is not modesty to woman? Let not down 
your vail, young women. Cast not away your 
shield. Rifle not yourselves of your brightest 
ornament Enfeeble mot your power to influenoe 
others. Avoid every thing in which the absence 
of this virtue can show itself. See how the want 
of it is reproved by the prophet Isaiah iii. 16-19; 
and the practice of it is enjoined by the apostle 
Paul: ^'That women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not 
with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array, but which beoometh women professing god- 
liness, with good works" — 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. Neither 
. in dress, nor in conversation, nor in action, nor in 
the toleration in your presence of improper dis- 
ooursei violate tlids law. Oiastity is the robe 
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which every woman should wear, and of which 
modesty is the golden clasp that keeps it upon 
her, or the fringe that adorns it; and when the 
dasp is lost, the garment is likely to fall off; and 
when the fringe is torn away, or carelessly allowed 
to be trampled upon, the first dilapidation of the 
robe has commenced, till at length it is cast 
away as a disfigured garment, not worth being 
retained. 

I do not wish you to mistake a silly and affected 
bashfulness for modesty. You live not among 
Asiatic ignorance, tyranny, sensuality, and female 
degradation, where woman is used mainly to pander 
to the appetite of her lord, and where by a cruel 
jealousy she is excluded from intercourse with all 
but her fellow-slaves and their common tyrant. 
Tou are the women of an enlightened age and 
country, where you are admitted on equal terms to 
all the enjoyments of social intercourse. Assert in 
this respect your rights; maintain your standing, 
and while you throw off all boldness, cast away 
with it all unworthy bashfulness. In one of our 
pre^ous sermons we remarked that the over-prudish 
mind, which can never speak to one of the opposite 
sex but with a blush, is not always the purest one 
in reality. 

Tliere are, my young friends, one or two mo- 
mentous lessons for you to learn from Bebekah's 
conduct in after-life — ^lessons which you must carry 
with you through all your fiiture existence on earth. 
The first is general — a change of circumstances often 
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produces a oonsiderable change of character and 
conduct. How unlike the maid of Nahor was the 
wife in Canaan! And is it an uncommon thing 
now, for a change far more extensive and more 
painful than this to be efiected by the new condi- 
tion into which marriage brings the female char- 
acter] Learn also this specUd lesson — that we 
should never seek a good end by bad means ; or in 
other words, never do evil that good may come. 
Abhor the great principle and favorite maxim of 
Jesuitism, that the end sanctifies the means ; and 
especially in reference to religion, abhor the appli- 
cation and operation of this most detestable princi- 
ple — a principle which is more or less interwoven 
with the whole history of Popery. What crimes 
have been perpetrated by the zealots of Rome in 
the abused name of religion, for the good of the 
diurch ! The pages of history which record the 
progress of that dreadful apostacy are not only 
ttained with blood, but steeped in it. And even by 
other professing Christians, holding a purer creed, 
and animated by a milder spirit, how mudi has 
been done, ostensibly for religion, but really for 
sectarianism, which is contrary to every principle 
of both the law of love to God, and love to our 
neighbor. Religion refuses to be served by any 
principles of action but its own, and disdains to 
accept whatever is offered it, that is contrary to 
truth, love, holiness, and honor. And as the 
stronger our zeal is for an object, the more we are 
in danger of resorting, in times of difficulty or in 
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prospect of defeat, to unworthy means ; so the more 
fervent we are to promote any religious cause, 
the more watchful we should be against being 
seduced into the use of unholy means to obtain 
success. The wife of Isaac was right in her object, 
but wrong in her means to dbtain the blessing for 
Jacob. 

But we must take leave of Bebekah. It is some- 
what remarkable that the sacred narrative takes no 
notice of her death. Is it that this act of her history 
has so disrobed her character of its pristine beauty, 
that a censure is pronounced upon her by this im- 
pressive silence 1 One might have hoped that she 
who came upon our notice at first like a bright and 
lovely vision, would have been seen to depart with 
as much gracefulness, simplicity, and beauty as she 
exhibited when we first saw her with such delighted 
attention. Is this the only instance of painful con- 
trast between the maid and the matron — ^the only 
instance that has disappointed the hopes raised by 
youthful excellences — ^the only instance in which 
the full-blown flower has not answered to the bud 1 
Happy would it have been for thousands if it had. 
Let it, then, be your first solicitude to exhibit in 
your early life and single state all those general 
and moral beauties which form the character of 
virgin excellence. Be holy, industrious, modest, 
benevolent, and useful ; inspire hope in every be- 
holder, and awaken expectation. But, then, be ever 
anxious, studious, and prayerful, that in the tran- 
sition f^om the single to the wedded state ; in the 
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development of the girl into the woman, all that 
was lovely, and artless, and simple in jouthM 
charms, shall, with unbroken and wivarying ooo- 
flistencj, ripen into all that is holy, and estimable, 
and venerable in the wife, the mother, and the 
matron* 
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"That they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things." — Titub ii. 10. 

" "Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel ; hut let it be the hidden man of th« 
heart, in that which is not corruptible/ even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
Q-od of great price " — 1 Putbb iii. 3, 4. 

Thbrb is in human nature an instinctive pro- 
pensity to decoration. To whatever principle the 
taste may be traced up, whether to innate peroep> 
tion of the beautiful, or to a vain desire to excite 
admiration, the fact is indubitable. It is seen 
equally in savage and in civilized nations : and is 
manifested alike in attention both to their persons 
and their dwellings, and, indeed, to all their social 
customs and usages. The string of shells, of fishes' 
teeth, or bits of bone, round the neck of the Poly- 
nesian, and the blaze of diamonds, or of rubies, 
upon the brow or the breast of our British Queen, 
indicate the same instinctive propensity. This 
taste, however in many casea it may be altc^ether 
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corrupted in its object, wrong in its piindple, or ex- 
ceasiye in its d^ree, is in its own natare an imitft- 
tion of die workmanship of Grod, who ^* by Ms Spirit 
has garnished the heaYens,*^ and covered the earth 
with beauty. Who can look over one of creation's 
loveliest scenes, and behold the display of elegance 
in fbrm, and beauty in color, which in the flowers 
of the field and garden, in the plumage of the birds, 
in the meandering of the rivers, and the gentle un- 
dulations of the earth's surface, exhibiting wood and 
copse, hill and dale — and all gilded with the beams 
of the glorious sun, as they are reflected like the 
flashings of the diamond, from sparkling brooks 
and streams«->l say, who can witness all this with- 
out being convinced that God himself delights in 
decoration ! He has made a world which he has 
ornamented so profusely, that he has scattered 
beauties where there are no eyes but his own to 
behold them : 
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** Full many a gem of purest ray serene 

The dark* unfitthom'd eayes of ocean bear : 
Full many a flow*r is bom to blush unseen. 
And waste its fragrance on the desert air." 

To reject all idea and eflbrt to add the fair to the 
good, the beautiful to the useful, would be to oppose 
and not to imitate — to condemn and not to ap- 
prove — ^the works of the Great Creator. And, in- 
deed, the people are not known even among C7Am- 
tians. who do so reject all pretensions to what is 
QlWtnentaL Even they ^ who conscientiously re- 
pudiate the pearl, the diamond, and the ruby, the 
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feather, and the flower — erect their buildings, select 
their furniture, plant their gardens^ choose their 
garments, according to their ideas of taste, and 
with some regard to the laws of beauty. 

Hence, I think that both the apostles who touch 
on the subject of personal decoration for Christian 
women, are to be understood not as condemning 
all ornament, but only regulating whatever apper- 
tains to this matter. The propensity to personal 
decoration is, without all doubt, peculiarly strong in 
the female heart. That a maid " should forget her 
ornaments, or a bride her attire," is spoken of by 
the prophet as a very unlikely thing. There is 
nothing wrong in the instinct itself. It serves im- 
portant purposes. Its total absence isfelt as a seri- 
ous interruption to the pleasure of social intercourse^ 
A sloven is disagreeable ; a slattern intolerable. 
Christianity makes no war with any of man's natural 
propensities, but only with their abuse. Its object 
is not to eradicate our instincts, but ta prune and 
train them, and make them bear good fruit. Now, 
it is well known that some, in what the apostles say 
on this subject, find an absolute prohibition of all 
ornaments of dress, and an injunction to wear only 
the most plain and unadorned apparel. I think 
Christian women may fall into much more danger- 
ous misinterpretations of Scripture than this ; yet 
I have no doubt it t^ a misinterpretation. The pnv 
hibition seems to be comparative rather than abso^ 
lute, and contains an injunction to be far more at- 
tentive to the ornaments of the soul than to those 
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of the body. " I will have mercy, and not sacrifioe," 
means, ^ I prefer mercy to sacrifice." At the same 
time, there can be no doubt that the words of the { 
text took it for granted that women at all times are^ 
and that the women of those times vfere, far too 
much addicted to ornamental dress ; that they trench- 
ed both upon modesty and economy by their habits; 
and therefore that in these verses the apostle laid 
down some very important hints as to' the principles 
on which Christian women should r^ulate their at- 
tire. They inculcate modesty in opposition to what 
is immodest : economy in opposition to extravagance. 
'* Excessive costliness,^' says Archbishop Leighton, 
on this passage, " argues and feeds the pride of the 
heart, and defrauds, if not others of their dues, yet 
the poor of their charity, which in God's sight is a 
due debt too ; and far more comfort shalt thou have 
on thy death-bed, to remember that at such a time, 
' Instead of putting lace on my own back, I helped 
a naked back to clothing; I abated somewhat of 
my former superfluities to supply the poor with ne- 
cessities ;' far sweeter will this be than to remember 
that, * I could needlessly cast out many pounds to 
serve my pride, while I grudged a penny to relieve 
the poor."' Barnes has given, I think, the true 
meaning of the apostle : " It is not to be supposed 
that all use of gold or pearls as articles of dress is 
here forbidden ; but the idea is, that the Christian 
female is not to seek these as the adorning which 
she desires, or is not to imitate the world in these 
personal decorations. It may be a difficult question 
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e how much ornament is allowable, and when 
e line is passed. But though this can not be 
by any exact rules, since much must depend 
I, and on the relative rank in life, and the 
which one may possess ; yet there is one 
L rule which is applicable to all, and which 
regulate all. It is, that the true line is passed 
Qore is thought of this external adorning, than 
ornament of the heart. Any external decor- 
rhich occupies the mind more than the virtues 
heart, and which engrosses the time and at* 
I more, we may be certain is wrong. The ap- 
hould be sttch as not to attract attention ; such 
omes our situation ; such as will not be par- 
ly singular ; such as shall leave the impres- 
at the heart is not fixed on it. It is a poor 
on to decorate a dying body with gold and 
It should not be forgotten that the body 
lomed will soon need other habiliments, and 
cupy a position where gold and pearls would 
nockery. When the heart is right; when 
i true and supreme love for religion, it is usu- 
»t difficult to regulate the subject of dress." 
somewhat remarkable that Plato, the lofliest 
ihe Grecian sages, has a passage which strik- 
38embles that of the apostle. " Behavior and 
Id is the ornament of a woman. To courte- 
lese things, jewels and ornaments, are advan- 
» to their catching more admirers ; but for a 
I who wishes to enjoy the fiaivor of one man^ 
Dehavior is its proper ornament, and not 
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dresses. And you should have the blush upon your 
countenance, which is the sign of modesty, instead 
of paint ; and worth and sobriety instead of gold 
and emeralds." It is impossible not to notice i\aa 
similarity between the apostle and the philosopher; 
and equally impossible, one should think, not to 
mark the superiority over the reason of the one by 
the inspiration of the other. '* The philosopher is 
of the earth, earthy : the apostle brings the author- 
ity of G^od, and the power of the unseen world dis- 
tinctly into view. While Plato leads wives to seek 
exclusively the honor which comes from men, Peter 
teaches them to seek the honor that comes down 
from God — ^the true Judge of excellence, the great 
Fountain of honor. 

Before we pass from this subject of personal 
decoration, we will just notice the very beautiful 
reference which the apostle makes to that part of 
our nature, whidi it is to be your chief concern to 
beautify : '^ Let it be," he says, '' the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in 
the sight of Grod is of great price." How exquis* 
itely is this put. How impressive the ideas whidi 
are conveyed. It is the decoration of the satd 
rather than of the body, about which Christian 
women should be chiefly solicitous : and about the 
ornaments that are suitable to its own nature. The 
soul is indestructible and immortal — so should its 
ornaments be. What can jewels of silver or jewels 
of gold do for this ? Can the diamond sparkle upon 
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the intellect ? or theniby blaze upon the heart? or 
the pearl be set in the conscience ? or the goi^eous 
robe clothe the character? or the feather or the 
flower wave over the whole renewed and holy na- 
ture ? No ! The appropriate ornaments of the soul 
are truth, and holiness, knowledge, &ith, hope, love, 
joy, humility, and all the other gifts and graces of 
the spirit — ^wisdom, prudence, fortitude, and gentle- 
ness — ^ehese are the jewels with which the inner 
man should be adorned^ The outer man is corrupt- 
ible. Dust it is, and unto dust it shall return. 
That beautiful woman, glittering in all the profusion 
of diamonds, the admiration and envy of the court 
or the ball-room, must, ere long, be a mass of putre- 
faction too ghastly to be looked upon — ^a hideous 
skeleton — a collection of bones — ^a heap of dust : 
and where then will be the immortal spirit? and 
will it we4r the cast-off jewels of the body ? O 
not these remain rescued from the grasp of the 
king of terrors, only to ornament other bodies, but 
not to prepare their souls for immortal glory. But 
turn now to that other female — ^the woman who, 
regardless of the decoration of the body, was all 
intebt upon the beauty of the soul — ^look at her, I 
say, who was clothed with the robe of righteousness 
and the garment of salvation, and decorated with 
the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit. She, too, 
dies, and whatever of beauty there was in her per- 
son dies for a season with her : but the indestructi- 
ble and immortal spirit over which death hath no 
dominion, goes not unadorned into the presence of 
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the Eternal, for the jewels with which it deocnrated 
itself on earth are as indestructible as its own 
nature, and go with it to shine in the presence of 
God. 

'^ Men,*' says the good archbishop already quoted, 
^ think it poor and mean to be meek. Nothing is 
more exposed to contempt than the spirit of meek- 
ness ; it is mere folly with men ; but tliat is no 
matter ; this overweighs all disesteem — ^it is with 
God of great price. And tliese are, indeed, bs He 
values them, and no otherwise. Though it be not 
the country's fashion, yet it is the fashion at court; 
yea, it is the King's own fashion ; ' Learn of me^^ 
says he, * for I am meek and lowly in heart.' Some 
that are court-bred will send for the prevaOhig 
fashions there, though they live not at court ; and 
though the peasants think them strange dresses, 
yet they regard not that, but use them as finest and 
best. So care you not what the world says : you 
are not to stay long with them. Desire to have 
both your stuffs and your fashion from heaven. 
The robe of humility, the garment of meekness, 
will be sent you. Wear them for his sake who 
sends them to yoii. ITe will be pleased to see you 
in them, and is not this enough ? It is never right 
in any thing with us till we attain to this — to tread 
(xp. the opinion of men, and eye nothing but QodHs 
approbation."* 

But we now pass from the oraaments of the 

* * See Dr. John Brown's masterly exposition of this. pas- 
sage of Peter. 
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Ghfistiaa woman's persQn:tQ tl^seof her profession, 
sad which, indeed, is the chief subject of this sermon. 
There is something impressive in the exhortation 
contained in another of the passages placed at the 
bead of this sermon : ^^ Adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour." Even the great truth of our Divine 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, is thus represented 
as susceptible of decoration on the part of those 
who profess it. The sentiment conveyed is this— 
the holy life of a consistent Christian is an adorn- 
ment of the profession of this sublime doctrine. 
This, more than all splendor of tasteful architecture, 
Of goi^eous forms, or imposing ceremonies, or any 
thing else whidi ,can appeal to the senses, is the 
decoration of Christian doctrine. It is this, as it 
shines forth, in the beauties of holiness, that decor- 
ates true piety, 

** Beyond the pomp that oharms the eyes. 
Or rites adorned with gold." 

A very large proportion of the members of all 
CSiristian churches are females, and young females 
too. This, on many accounts, is a very delightful 
ikct. It has, however, been sometimes complained 
of, that like others, they are not so anxious to sus- 
tain their profession well, as to make it. And it is 
for thdr sakes, and to lead them to consider what 
would set off their profession to the best advantage, 
that this sermon is designed. The subject of it 
then is tins : as what is ornamental is intended to 
attract attention, to excite admiration, and to fur- 
nish recommendation, it may be inquired, what is 

27 
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that conduct whidi will secure all this to the pro- 
fession of religion ? We shall distribute what we 
have to advance on this subject into the four follow- 
ing particulars : 

First There is a class of things that are spiritual^ 
which will have the effect here desired. 

And as incongruity of conduct, in reference to 
tiny profession whatever, is a blemish and not a 
beauty, a deformity and not a decoration, remem- 
ber, that inconsistency would be so in you in refer- 
ence to religion. Study your profession, and thor- 
oughly understand what it implies and enjoins. 
Consider well what sanctity of conduct — ^what spirit- 
uality of mind — what~ separation from the world 
In spirit and taste — what devotional feelings — ^what 
fiiith, hope, love, and humility — ^what amiableness 
of disposition and amenity of temper are included 
in the declaration — and that declaration you have 
actually made — ^I am a Christian. You should 
not have made such a profession if you did not un- 
derstand it, nor mean to sustain it. I must remind 
you, it is a solemn thing to profess to be a disciple 
of Christ. It supposes you to be a new creature, 
that old things are passed away and that all things 
are become new, that you have new principles, 
new motives, new ends of life, new tastes, and 
new pleasures. Now, your profession is to be 
maintained with a due regard to all this. Your 
conduct must comport with it. You must be dis- 
simOar in these things, quite so, to those who make 
no profession, lliey must see the difierence as 
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well as hecar of it. You must commend yourselves 
to them as consistent with j ourselves. You must 
compel them to say, " Well, we do not like her re- 
ligion, but it is quite in harmony with her profes.- 
sion." But what is this consistency 1 The follow- 
ing things will perhaps explain it. 

Earnestness^ without enthusiasm, fanaticism, or 
bigotry. Luke war mness in any thing is odious. 
Earnestness, on the other hand, excites attention, 
and sometimes admiration, even where the object 
is far from commendable ; how much more where 
the object is holy, benevolent, and useful. It is a 
noble and alofly spectacle to see, amid a race of friv- 
olous mortals, a soul that is immortal, intent upon 
its own immortality, and a mind that is surrounded 
by the frivolities of this visible world, intent upon 
the realities of the unseen state. Nothing can be 
more dull and repulsive than a lukewarm and heart- 
less profession of religion — ^a pale, sickly, and shrivr 
eled form, which has all the decay of consumption, 
without its hectic flush or lustrous eye. On the other 
hand, how impressive a spectacle is it to behold a 
young woman, amid the wonderment of some of 
her companions and the laughter of others, risin^^ 
upon the wing of faith and habitual devotion above 
the region of their levities into that of devotiou — 
and to see her eye, as it is upturned to heaven, 
sparkling with the beam of eternity that has fallen 
upon it ; to follow her in her ardent career, pursu- 
ing her seraphic course, undeterred by contrary ex- 
amples or opposing influence. Yet there must be 
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no enthusiasm leading her to violate the law of 
sobriety — no &naticism leading her to tie down 
others to all the laws she has imposed upon herself 
and to cherish a hostile, much less a malignant feel- 
ing toward them, because they seem to differ from 
her in some things which she deems important 
There must be the most profound humility blended 
with all this intense earnestness, and the mildest for- 
bearance toward others, combined with its own con- 
scientiousness as regards its laws for its own conduct 
Earnestness implies a resolute determination 
never to allow others to interfere with its convic- 
tions and pursuits ; a courage that dares to be sin- 
gular — a fortitude to brave opposition, united with 
a firm gentleness under opposition and persecution. 
It includes seriousness without gloom ; for she who 
is bent upon eternity, and anxious for salvation, 
can not sink down into the levity of those who are 
all taken up with fashion, amusement, and folly. 
On the other hand, it includes such an intelligent 
joy as makes its possessor satisfied with her own 
sources of enjoyment, without ever running to the 
amusement of the world for pleasure and excite- 
ment. The young female professor must let it be 
seen and felt that her religion is her bliss and not 
her penance — that it is her song and her solace. 
She must appear as irradiated with sunbeams, and 
not invested with shades. Her countenance must 
be the index of a heart at peace — a bosom serene 
and happy. Earnestness must be indicated, also, 
by an Intelligent and well-regulated zeal to bring 
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Others under that influence which is the spring of 
its own energies. Mild in persuasion, gentle in en- 
treaty, and with a loving, insinuating manner, the 
female religious professor must aim at the conver- 
sion of others. Usefulness^ in the way of holy act- 
ivity, fof the temporal and eternal happiness of 
mankind, must be a conspicuous trait of her charac- 
ter. Selfishness, indolence, and inertness are a dis- 
figurement of character, while benevolent activity ia 
one of its richest ornaments. 

And, in addition to all this, earnestness means a 
most anxious desire to cultivate that prime virtue in 
the composition of womanly and Christian excellence 
— ^MEEKNESS. See how this is commended in the pas- 
sage we have already quoted from the writings of the 
apostle Peter : *' The ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price." 
God values it above all gifts of intellect, delights 
in it above the most splendid genius, honors it 
above all that men delight to honor. It is woman's 
ornament above all others; it is her defense, for 
who can oppress the gentleness that never pro- 
vokes, and can scarcely resist or complain. Who 
can wantonly tread on that lowly, lovely floweret, 
which, as it lifts its unpretending head, silently 
says: *'Can you crush one that hurts noue?'^ 
Nothing is more unsightly than the reverse of 
this — ^an irritable, discontented, peevish, domineer- 
ing woman. Hence the declaration of the inspired 
Israelitish sage, " It is better to dwell in the comer 
of the housetop alone, than in a wide house with a 
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brawling womaiu h is better to dwell in the wit* 
d^rue^ than with a contentious and angiy woman. 
Wbo^ hideth her hideth die wind." Mr. Jay has 
drawn a beautiful pii.*ture of this virtue in his char- 
acter of a Chrijjtian wife; as one "Who can fed 
Bogtevts and unkindnesses^ and yet retain her com- 
potMir^ ; who can calmly remonstrate and meeUy 
reprove ; who can yield and accommodate ; who is 
no^ ^eaisily provoked/ and b 'easily entreated;' 
who would endure rather than complain, and would 
rather suHer in ^ecret^ tiian disturb others with her 
jttetr*^ *:^ch i$ meekness, the highest fcnrm of the 
peculiaHy Christian litK and soch tibe ornament of 
^iule ^^i:<ciau proiession. 

l^t> stKv^ndiy^ I now tou<^ upon another brandi 
of the 9ubieoc> and that ts^ the importance of 90ckd 
excellence to the adornment of religioQ. 

i>reat litju^ce has been done to religion, and a 
f reat hindrance thrown in ^ waj of its diffosioB, 
by thoee deecHpcions of it which represent it as an 
abetract thiit^> almost exchistTriy mp^p^rtahnag to 
the S^^bath as to itme: and to ^ dhnieii as to 
^imi$ : a mere matter of derotiott — a tnoisaetioii 
betwee n. ii«od and the soul abo«t salraftioB and 
heaven ; but which has nothiog or lit^ to do widi 
secular ad^re^ the ^vtal relatiooss, and the places 
of teeort in human li^. In shorty a ^Mog which 
h)ek» eftti^ly hMveftwaid^ but w hieh easts m> 
IttaoMe upoft earth. Thb^ howeTsr, is aspentittay 
aKdwe ind <ttough of it iaPopeij; whaeh oi 
l^rs wMh % emahrass iiiniinsiil ths 
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i law, as well as the free grace of the gospel ; 
in manj instances, the ties of social life, and 
OS men and women from their fellows ; and 
le devotions of the cloister, the convent, and 
hurch, supersedes the duties of the house, the 
and the exchange ; thus setting forth religion 
ting men, as is supposed, for the next world, 
aving very little to do with their abode in the 
tit one. On the contrary, true religion — the 
on of the Bible— has two aspects : with one, it 

up to heaven ; with the other, down to earth, 
thers all the interests of man under its pro- 
n and fostering care. Like the sun which, 
;h fixed in the heavens, pours the flood of his 
and glory and cherishing influence upon earth; 
ke the atmosphere which, though above the 
, enters into every place upon it, and sustains 
asects that creep, as well as the birds that 

so religion irradiates with its light, and guides 
I revelations, and animates with its stimuliis, 
ianofcifies by its power, and blesses with its i&- 
ie, all persons, in all their relations, and all 

interests in tins present world, who yield 
selves up to its authority and government. It 
to the palace, and teaches kings their duty ; 
i legislature^ and teaches senators theirs ; to tiie 
inge, and teaches merchants theirs ; and to the 
y, and instraote all its members in the various 
3 they owe to each other, as well as to Gtfd, 
fon is a household thing, a &mily law ; it liils 
itflh of tlie houMy «ftd goes in and Ukm ili 
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seat ftt the fiunilj table, and joins the dide round 
the hearth, as well as round the altar ; it swells tlte 
joys of the domestic fellowship, as well as responds 
to the evening prayer, or chants the morning hymn; 
it founds the duties of the second table of the law 
upon those of the first, employs the loftiest theol- 
<^ to enforce the commonest morality, and enjoins 
the most ordinary obligations of social existence 
by motives drawn from the cross of Christ. 

Hence, then, the necessity of paying ^reat atten- 
tion to the various duties of social and domestic life. 
We are commanded to let our '* light shine before 
men, that they seeing our good worlcs may glorify 
Grod." So in the beautiful passage quoted from the 
apostle Peter, where he gives directions to Christian 
wives ; he says, '* Be in subjection to your own 
husbands, that if they obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives ; while they behold your chaste conver- 
sation coupled with fear." Here again is the &ct 
set out, that religion is intended to regulate the inter- 
course, and form the character of domestic and so- 
cial life, and that where its influence, so exerted, is 
seen, it must be beneficial to the observers of it 
We wish to press this most earnestly upon your 
attention, that the &ith of the gospel is intended 
and calculated to carry social excellence to the 
very highest perfection. It is the soil in which all 
the seeds of domestic happiness wiU best flourisL 
Hence, then, no profession of religion can be oma* 
mented, unless there be a high degree of this. 
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should not be forgotten that this very often 
ishes, even apart from religion. Most exem- 
' instances of the home duties of life are not 
m found in those who make no profession of 
^on. Good husbands and wives, parents and 
ren, brothers and sisters, are found on the out- 
of the circle of vital piety ; a fact which ought 
ake those who are within it still more anxious 
d exemplary in the discharge of their obliga- 
. A real Qiristian should excel the unconvert- 
erson, not only in religion, but in morality, 
should not only be more holy, but more social- 
cellent. She should excel the worldly in those 
s which the latter makes her boast, and rise 
e the level which she has prescribed as her 
tst elevation in moral and social virtue. Select, 
fore, the most dutiful and affectionate daughter, 
Qost kind and attentive sister you can, of this 
, and say to yourself, " She makes no profession 
ligion, and yet she excels in a manner worthy 
tention and admiration, in all the duties of do- 
le life. Now, as I do profess religion, I must, 
ssible, be still more exemplary than she is in 
3cial obligations, for surely nothing could pos- 

briug religion into greater disrepute than for 
parents, or my brothers and sisters, or even the 
nts, to make a comparison to my disadvantage, 
sen my conduct and hers." You probably 

heard of the historic fact of that Roman 
bter, who, when an aged father was in his con- 
Led cell and left to starve, all having been pro- 
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hibited from oarrying him food, nourished him from 
that same breast which sustained her infant The 
authorities were so struck with the report, that the 
old man was reprieved, the daughter raised to pub- 
lic esteem, and the ^^rison demolished to make way 
ibr a temple dedicated to filial virtue. If pagan- 
ism furnished such an example of devoted affection, 
and if pagans could so admire it, what ought Chrid^ 
tianity to do ; not, of course, in the same mode oi 
action, but in every other in which genuine and 
strong affection can show itself. If you would 
adorn ytntr profession, it must be in this way of do- 
mestic excellence. There may be the most seraphic 
piety, so far as the raptures of devotion go— there 
may be a most punctilious performance of all the 
rites and ceremonies of religion — there may be a 
most eager and regular attendance upon all the pub- 
lic services of religion — there may be a flaming zeal 
for the spread of the religious peculiarities of your 
denomination ; but if at the same time there be a 
deficiency of duty, honor, and obedience to your 
parents, or of kind interest and affection for your 
brothers and sisters, or of humane considerateness 
for the servants ; all this religious profession will 
only excite disgust, and raise a suspicion of your 
sincerity, and a prejudice against religion itself. 
No one can possibly be attracted to or conciliated 
by a religion which is in any great degree destitute 
of social and domestic excellence. It is a terrible 
taunt to be thrown a^ any one, " Yes, she is, if 
her own profession and supposition be consulted, a 
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:ood Christian ; but it is a pity she is not a 
daughter, a more kind sister, and a more ao- 
3dating neighbor." The most flaming pro- 
i must be at once thrown into eclipse by such 
ism. If you were to study how most effect- 
to discredit not only your profession of it, 
ligion itself, you could not be more successful 
>y associating with it such a line of conduct 
3. I do therefore most solemnly and anx- 
entreat you to enter very deeply into the sub- 
f the sermon entitled, " The Young Womak 
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»ME. 

\ probable that this sermon will be read by 
who sustain the character of female servants, 
s a class of persons to be found in all our 
les, and in some are very numerous; and I 
lis opportunity of saying that I have many 
rho are among the brightest ornaments of the 
I under my care, and who, by their exemplary 
;ment, do much to recommend religion to 
employers. Their honesty, diligence, indus- 
ood temper, and obliging, respectful deport- 
make them the comforts of the households in 
they live. It is somewhat observable, that 
ct which speaks of our "adorning the doctrine 
d our Saviour," was addressed to servants, 
o far as the ornamental jarts of religion are 
ned, as well as its substantial elements, none 
more occasions, or more favorable circura- 
9 for exhibiting them than female servants, 
humble situation, by testing their good tem- 
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per, devotedness, and submission, gives them aa 
opportunity of bringing out into bold and beautiful 
relief all the morally decorative parts of Qirist^ 
piety. On the other hand, there are some who, by 
a lamentable deficiency of these more amiable quali- 
ties, though, perhaps, they may have real religious 
principle, have excited much prejudice against gen- 
uine piety, and led their employers to say, *' I am 
not anxious again to 'have what are called religtotu 
servants, for in most things they are no better, and 
in some they are worse than others." 

Thirdly, There are intellectual ornaments of 
your profession, which you should seek both on 
their own account and on that of religion. True it 
is that genuine and consistent religion is its own reo^ 
<>mmendation, and depends upon nothing extraneous 
for its real value. Still, aa there are those who 
have imbibed prejudices against it, and have taken 
vp mistaken views of its nature, as if it were at war 
with the gifts of the intellect and the graces of the 
character, it would be well to disabuse their minds, 
and by your i^ttainments, accomplishments, and 
your elegance, to convince them that piety is not, 
as they may suppose, another name for ignoranoe, 
stupidity, and vulgarity. For their sakes, then, as 
well as for your own pleasure, cultivate your minds 
by study. Acquire an eager thirst for knowledge. 
Be fond of reading, and of the hest kind of reading. 
Disprove the slander that girls usually are only 
fond of tales and novels, of love-stories, and female 
adventures or hevoxsm. Love knowledge, desire 
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to arrive at truth, be anxious to investigate the 
mysteries of nature ; and covet to enrich your 
minds with the treasure dug up and distributed in 
tBuch abundance in this wonderful age. Store your 
minds with this wealth. But let other Acuities be 
brought into exercise besides your memory ; culti- 
vate your judgment ; be inquisitive, reflective, dis- 
criminating. There are many young persons whose 
memory is a store-house crowded with facts, names, 
and dates, but who are lamentably deficient after 
all in judgment. They may talk French, quote 
history, and display other accomplishments, but 
their intellect is too feeble to form, to hold, or to 
defend an opinion of their own. We do not, of 
course, expect all women to be profound logicians, 
or subtle metaphysicians, but most tolerably well- 
educated females may, by vigorous and well-sus- 
tained eflbrts, arrive at some maturity of sound 
judgment. Let it then be seen that the highest of 
all wisdom* and knowledge does not lead you to 
despise the lower kinds ; lest those who are adepts 
only in the lower kinds, may, by what they see in 
you, despise that which is the highest. Make it 
dear that they who are the children of God are 
most solicitous to become acquainted with all the 
works of their Heavenly Father, not excepting the 
wonders and glories of creation. Convince the 
worshipers of the God of nature, or rather of the 
God, Nature — ^that while you are chiefly anxious to 
pass on and worship Him who sits enthroned 
between the cherubim, upon the mercy-seat in the 

28 



.\ 



. 



S96 TOUHe WOMAK^S FBIXND. 

Holy of Holies, yoa can bow and adore with them 
in the vestibule of his temple — ascend with them 
to the highest altitude of earthly subjects and gen- 
eral knowledge, and when, like birds of weaker 
pinions and dimmer vision, they droop the wing 
and stop their flight, do you, like the eagle soaring 
still upward to the sun, pursue your heaven-bound 
course, and rise into the regions of celestial splendor. 

Nearly allied to thk is taste, or a perception and 
love of the beautiful and sublime in nature, in lit- 
erature, in accomplishments, in conduct| yes, and 
in Holy Scripture. The Bible is full of instances 
of this. With a correct literary taste, you will 
relish more even this bread of life, that came down 
from heaven — ^the Word of €rod. Inspiration has 
garnished its page with beauties that are hidden 
from eyes whose vision has not been strengthened 
by education. The Scripture is a paradise of flow- 
ers to be admired, as well as of fruits that are to 
be eaten. 

Taste, displayed even in what are called accon^ 
plishmente^ is ornamental to piety, when not carried 
to excess. As in a former sermon I observed, even 
tiiese elegant trifles are not to be despised. True, 
it is a sin for a Christian woman to spend hours and 
hours of each precious day in the fashionable modes 
of killing time, by embroidery, crotchet, painting, 
languages, and music, to the neglect of religion, 
useful reading, and all benevolent eflbrt. It is 
truly aflbcting to see a rational, immortal, and ac- 
countable creature, dwelling in this world of igno- 
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ranoe, sid, and misery, which she could do some- 
thing to enlighten, reform, and bless, and she on 
her way to eternity and the bar of God, consuming 
so much of the best and preparatory period for her 
whole existence in this world and the next, in work- 
ing figures upon canvas, or drawing them upon 
paper, or in playing and singing, or in acquiring 
German, French, or Italian. Let me not, however, 
be misunderstood. I am not such a rigid utilitarian 
as t<|^be the advocate of the merely excellent in 
human diaracter, for I really love and admire t)ie 
ornamental. I am not all for Doric strength, but 
contend also for Ionic grace and Corinthian elegance. 
I am not for young women laying down the needle 
and the pencil, nor for their leaving the piano silent 
and untouched, nor the grammars of foreign lan- 
guages unlearned. No such thing ! Beligion for- 
bids not these matters. Nature, and the Bible, too, 
are full of the sweetest embroidery and enameling, 
full of music and painting, and all the varieties of a 
language not our own. Instead of forbidding what 
can add embellishment to the female character, I 
enjoin it. Woman, formed to please, yea, made in 
Paradise, where beauty was in perfection, and 
where thy first lessons on taste were taught by the . 
Great Master of all created beauty — go on to be- 
sprinkle thy character, and interweave thy conduct 
with every flower of elegance; and especially, 
Christian woman, let it be seen by thy sex, that 
thou hast not so learned Christ as to throw off that 
delight in the picturesque, the tasteful, and the dec- 
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orative, with which, when hs pointed to the lil/r 
the vine, the birds, and the flocks, he was pleased 
to enliven and adorn his own discourses. To me it 
is always a beautiful sight to behold the robe of 
righteousness, and the garment of salvation, in 
which genuine piety is ever attired, adorned, though 
not encumbered, with the jewels of elegant accom- 
plishments and tasteftil decoration. Now, all this 
is important to you as young, unmarried women ; 
and how is the importance of it augment^ by 
looking forward and contemplating yourselves in 
future life, as wives and mothers. Without intelli- 
gence aiid taste, are yoa fitted to be the companion 
of a wise and sensible man, or to preside with advant- 
age over the education of children? Remember 
the character of the age in which you live. But 
even in these days of knowledge and taste, we know 
very well that the aptness and ability of a good 
housewife are always invaluable ; for it is a poor 
commendation to say of a woman, ^' She is exceed- 
ingly well informed in all the literature of the day, 
quite learned, but she knows very little of house> 
hold affitirs." I believe her husband often thinks^ 
if he does not say, " I would dispense with a great 
deal of her bookishness and her knowledge, if I 
could have the house kept in better condition, and 
enjoy a little more comfort at home." Still, a 
a wife and a mother, to all the household pre-requi- 
sites, should and may add intelligence and taste. 
It is, indeed, the perfection of wonumly character, 
at once to '^look well to the ways of her house- 
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lirid," and also, to ''open her mouth with wisdom." 
How impressive and attractive a scene is it to see 
a pious, well-informed, accomplished woman, re- 
spected as well as beloved by her husband, as his 
intelligent companion, esteemed by his guests, and 
lookM up to with confidence, reverence, and afiec- 
tion by her children, over whose general education 
she presides with dignity and ability. 

Ihurihly, There are some things which are not 
reducible to either of the other heads, and which 
may, therefore, be called general excellences of a 
decorative nature. These have been already dwelt 
upon in former discourses, and therefore need only 
be briefly mentioned here. We find them set forth 
in the early character and conduct of Rebekah, in 
which we beheld modesty without silliness, frank- 
ness without forwardness, courtesy without affect- 
ation, and complaisance without servility. In short, 
all tJiat maidenly reserve which would restrain 
whatever is obtrusive, rude, impudent, and bold, 
and which yet would allow of an artless, ingenuous, 
and unembarrassed mode of intercourse with the 
other sex. We have sometimes seen good women 
so bold, so obtrusive, so imposing, as to repel and 
disgust. We could not doubt that there was really 
some religious principle at the bottom of all this, 
but it was so overlaid with this somewhat indecor- 
ous surface that it could scarcely be seen. In some 
cases it has happened that even the very profession 
of religion, which should have led them to draw 
closer the vail of modest reserve, has led them to 
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throw it off altogether, and they seemed to act as 
if the Christiaii name, which ought to be a guanuk 
tee for all that is meek and gentle, is a sanctioii 
for unseemly forwardness. On the contrary, there 
are others, whose profession of religion has so an* 
ointed them with the odors of assumed sanctity, so 
stiffened them into prudish reserve, and so distorted 
the simplicity of nature with the formalism of a 
gloomy superstition, that they are repulsive as 
specters, and lead many to exclaim, ^'If this be 
religion, it may be pure, but it is surely unlovely, 
and one should imagine as unfit for heaven, where 
all is joyous, as it is for earth, where, if happiness 
be wanting, this certainly can not supply it." 

6hod temper, or amiability, is essential to the 
adornment of a Christiaii profession. This has been 
alluded to already in more places than one, but its 
importance justifies its repetition. I have already 
admitted that there is a great difference, in tira 
respect, in natural constitution. Hence it costs 
some immensely more pains to acquire a smaU 
degree of this excellence, than it does in others to 
manifest ten times the amount. And really there 
may be more of principle and virtue in the modicum 
of the one than in the abundance of the other. 
Some indulgence should, therefore, be shown to 
those who are bom with a crabbed disposition, and 
they should not always be judged with too harsh a 
severity. We see the &ult, but not the contritioa 
wifh which it is followed ; nor do we witness the 
d^p selfabaaement which the ebullitioii of the mo> 



ORNAHBNT8 OF TKMALB PROFXBSIOK. 881 

misat infliotB for hours, if not days. But still we 
would enjoin on those who are conscious of this 
infirmity, a most anxious, earnest, and prayerful 
attention to the subject. Let every woman who is 
troubled with an overwrought sensibility, a morbid 
susceptibility of offense, an inflammable liability 
to passion, put her heart under discipline, or thisi 
her constitutional tendency, will be a prolific source 
of misery to herself, and to others around her. It 
is not, however, as a source of disquietude, that I 
now allude to it, but as a cause of scandal. A bad 
temper not only troubles the heart, but it disfigures 
the profession. Observers can see nothing to at* 
tract, to love, to admire, in that religion which is 
associated with so much ill-temper. There are 
some persons whose bad temper is unassociated 
with piety, or, indeed, moral worth of any kind — and 
tiiey are wasps, hornets, scorpions — ^all venom, and 
BO honey — according to the degree of malignity 
they possess. There are others, who have real 
godliness, and some sterling excellence of other 
kinds, and they resemble the bees, who, though 
they have honey, yet are somewhat irritable, and 
have also a sting for those who offend them. 
Cultivate, then, a lovely and amiable temper, as one 
of the brightest ornaments of religion. It is to 
religion what the burnish is to the gold, the polish 
to ^e steel, the fragrance to the rose, the sunshine 
to the prospect. 

There is one thing which, in addition to all that 
has been mentioned, is requisite to give the finishing 
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Stroke of ornament to the diaraoter of the yousg 
female professor of religion, and that is — ^the virtM 
that is sometimes designated good serue — at otim 
times, prudence — at others, ^iought/ul$iess, I know 
such dispositions are thought, by some minds, to 
partake too much of the grave to be omamentfd in 
youth. They map hang like rich, ripe elusten 
round the character of the matron, but such persons 
think the beauty of youth consists of the picturesque 
— ^the romantic— with a tinge of the wild, the vision- 
ary, and the enthusiastic* There is no poetry, 
they imsgine, in prudence — ^no imagination in good 
sense — ^no fancy in thoughtfulness. True, and I wiU 
concede so much as to allow, that a precocious 
gravity, an anticipation of the antiquated sobriety 
of threescore years and ten, is not what I ^oin, or 
wish to see, in maidenly youth. ISven religion, 
with all its solemn proprieties, all its heavenly 
sanctities, does not extinguish the vivacity, the 
sprightliness, and buoyancy of a girl in her te^iSi 
I love to see her sparkling eye, her sun-lit counte- 
nance, her elastic step, and to hear the merry note 
of her laughter, and the music of her cheeifbl 
voice. This is ornamental ; it belongs to her age, 
and the natural flow of her spirits, and it is only 
superstition that would turn that young and joyous 
creature into the stiff and silent statue, the nun-like 
figure, or the unsmUing devotee. But, then, is it 
a:iy detriment to all this innocent hilarity to have a 
meditative thoughtfulness, an instinctive sense of 
propriety, a cautious reserve, an aooorate disertm» 
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ioation ? Is it a blemish rather than a beauty, to 
be able to consider what, in all eircumstances, is 
best to be done, and to be able to do it well — to 
act from principle rather than from impulse, and 
to be guided by reason rather than by feeling — ^to 
weigh words before they are spoken, and estimate 
actions before they are performed ? Is not propri- 
ety beauty *? Are freaks and caprices, whims and 
eccentricities, imprudences and follies, ornaments'? 
Yes, in the estimation of that silly girl, and in hers 
alone, who would rather be smiled at for her wild- 
ness and her weakness, than commended for her 
more solid excellence. What kind of a mother is 
this romantic and wayward creature likely to make ? 
Let the Christian young woman be very jealous, 
then, of this romanticism, and consider it is not in 
keeping with the dignity and sanctity of religion. 
The matrons are admonished by the apostle to teach 
the young women to be sober — a word that relates 
not, there, to wine, but to a prudent thoughtfulness. 
Such, then, are the ornaments of early female 
religious profession. It has been all along through 
this discourse supposed that there may be much of 
real piety, without some of these accompaniments — 
a rough, unpolished godliness, a measure of real, but 
unadorned religion. One young female may be very 
sincere in her profession, and yet have an unmorti- 
fied infirmity of temper; another may be very 
iUiterate or weak-minded ; another may be guilty 
of various little inconsistencies, which tarnish the 
beauty of her profession; another may be rash, 
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proud, and something like aOdctedlj wnctiinonioM; 
another may be wanting in agreeable and aooom- 
modating home excellences. In all these ways, and 
in various others, religion may be di^anged, ahom 
of its beauty, rendered less attractive, and ma^ 
even repulsive to those who observe it. ** Let not 
your good," said the apostle, ^ be evil spoken o£" 
Religion is itself so transcendendy exoell^it, b^ng 
the highest glory of man, the image of God, and 
the temper of -Heaven, that it should be exhibited 
to the greatest possible advantage. Who that 
wore the portrait of some dear friend, or suspended 
a picture of the queen in their house, would not 
wish to have a fVame or a setting worthy of tiie 
subject? Who would not deprecate the idea of 
presenting either of these all covered with dost 
and defilement? Beligion is the only thing that 
can make people happy in this world, or guide 
them to eternal felicity in the world to come. 
How solemnly, tremblingly anxious should be all 
who profess it, to exhibit it in the most advan- 
tageous light, and with the greatest and most pow- 
erful attractions. How deeply solicitous should 
we be, lest by any thing others see in us, they 
should take a prejudice against true godliness, and 
we should thus cast stumbling-blocks in their way. 
How anxious should we feel, and how studious 
should we be, to invest our profession with the 
whatsoever things are lovely, that others, beholding 
our good works, our peace of mind, our meekness, 
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gentleness, and kindness, our usefulness and humil* 
ity, should be won to Christ ; that so, if they will 
not love religion, in the first instance, for its own 
sake, they may be conciliated to it by the oma> 
ments with which, in our case, it is decorated. 

Before this sermon is concluded, I may, with 
great propriety, suppose that some will read it who 
have made no profession of religion, who are in 
visible connection with no Christian church, and 
are living in the habitual neglect of the Lord's Sup- 
per. Making no profession of religion ! How is 
thisi Have you none to profess? Melancholy 
idea ! No religion ! Better, I admit, not to pro- 
fess at all, than to profess what you do not possess, 
and thus add hypocrisy to other sins. But is it 
not painful and fearful to think of a rational, 
immortal, sinful being living without penitence, 
prayer, fiiith, and love? How can you live an- 
other hour without it, in such a state 1 What are 
all the intellectual ornaments spoken of above, 
without personal piety, but a garland of beautiful 
flowers around the brow of a corpse; or but as 
diamonds sparkling on the breast of death? Oh, 
for your soul's sake, live no longer without remem 
bering your Creator in the days of your youth. 

Others, perhaps, will read this discourse, who, 
though partakers of true faith in Christ, and love to 
God, are not yet professors of the religion they 
possess. We again say, how is this 1 Have you 
pondered that language of the apostle : " With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 



■^1 



\ 



[ 



SS6 Tomfo woiLur'a fiuxhd. 

tilie mouth oonfession is made imto salvation"— 
Bom.a. 10. And that solemn injunction of Qirist, 
when he instituted the sacred supper : '' Do this in 
rememhrance of me." Is this the command yoQ 
except from the law of the New Testament as the 
onlj one you feel at liberty to disobey ? TkU one 
-—so tender, so pathetic, so loving ! This — deliv- 
ered hi sight of the cross, and only a few hours be- 
fore our Lord endured those agonies by which yon 
are saved ! What ! neglect the command of dying 
love! A command so positive, an invitation so 
gracious, an injunction, obedience to which is at 
once so honorable, so happy, and so usefuL What 
is your reason for this neglect % Do you tremble 
to make a profession because it is so awfiil % Does 
not this arise from superstitious rather than reUgiom 
dread % Awful ! to profess the faith you exercise, 
and to commemorate the death of Christ ? Have 
you not mistaken the design of the Lord's Supper 
as simply a commemorative ordinance, and are you 
not contemplating it as enveloped with the mystery 
in which sacerdotal assumption has wrapped it up? 
But, " you tremble to make a profession, lest you 
should dishonor it, as so many have done." They 
have, indeed, and the painful fact should lead to 
caution, self-examination, and earnest prayer for 
grace, that another stumbling-block should not be 
furnished by you. But the very fear, will, if sin* 
cere, be your preservation from the object of your 
dread. The path of duty is the way of safety. 
Besides, are you less likely to sin withotU the pale 
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of oommunion, tiian foithiti it? We inTite you, 
theiefore, if you are partakers of true fiiith, to pro^ 
&9S, or to use a Scriptural synonym, to confess it. 
The eommunion of saints, and the participation of 
the Lord's Supper will strengthen by God's grace 
the principle, and call forth the exercise of the Di- 
vine life, and be at once your honor and your joy. 
And, as to you who are already to be found in the 
^Miowship of the fidthful, we congratulate you on 
tiie choice you have made, and on the decision to 
which you have come. To your pastors it is a 
source of unspeakable pleasure to receive yov 
among the number of the followers of the Lamb. 
You, in an especial manner, are our hope, and joy, 
and crown of rejoicing, inasmuch as we look to you, 
and those who may descend from you, to fill up the 
places of the more aged disciples, when they, ac- 
cording to the course of nature, ^all be removed to 
the churdi triumphant. Acknowledge practically 
and gratefully the grace you have received from the 
Lord, by using your influence with labor and judg- 
ment, to engage other young persons, your rela- 
tives, and companions, to come and share with you 
the privileges, and enjoy the blessings of Christian 
communion. And to give effect to your persua- 
sions, exhibit all the beauty of consistent example. 
Let religion be seen in you, combining with all its 
sanctities and spiritualities, that amenity of life, 
that amiability of temper, general intelligence, cor- 
rect taste, and social excellence, which shall pre- 
possess them in favor of genuine piety. Make it 
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evident to them, that true godliness is as happy a 
thing as it is a holy one. Convince them by what 
they see in you, as well as by what they hear from 
you, that you have found the secret of bliss — ^that 
your soul has touched the center. Let the richest 

• 

excellences, all that can adorn the female character, 
all the most rare and delicate beauties that are ad- 
mired, be strung togedier upon the golden thread 
of eminent piety, and be hung like a necklace 
of heavenly pearls round your profession. Thus 
''adorn thb dootrink of God tour Saviour n 
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"New it came to pass, as they went, that he entered 
into a certain village : and a certain woman named 
Martha received him. into her house. And she had a 
sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and 
heard his word. But Martha was cumbered ahout 
much serving, and came to him, and said. Lord, dost 
thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone ? hid her therefore that she help m.e. And 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things ; but 
one thing is needful ; and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which ehaJl not be taken away from her" — Itvxm 
X. 38-42. 

Thib beautiful little gem of sacred historjr is re> 
plete with instruction in reference to every one of 
the individuals which it brings before us. It is a 
group of characters, each possessing its own pecu- 
liar excellence and interest. How much does it 
say for the condescension, kindness, and fidelity of 
the chief personage of the scene ; and not less for 
the feelings and the excellences of the other two. 
In the person and conduct of Jesus Christ arfe 
always combined, without being confounded, all 
the uncreated glories of the godhead, and all the 
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milder beauties of the perfect man ; and if) in the 
admiration of his humanity, we are not to lose sight 
of his divinity, so neither in the contemplation of 
his divinity are we to forget his humanity. Human 
nature had its consummation in him — ^he is its rep- 
resentative in its best estate— the pattern man. 
His greatness did not raise him above any branch 
or manifestation of goodness. Is friendship one of 
the virtues of our nature— one of the bonds of 
society— -one of the blessings of life — a sweet and 
lovely flower that unfolds its beauty and exhales its 
fragrance in the garden of our social existence 1 
Behold in Jesus Christ this virtue in perfection! 
He had his attachments, not indeed capricious ones ; 
they were all founded on adequate reasons for their 
selection and exercise; but he had them. His 
nature was susceptible of special regards. He felt 
more complacency in some persons than he did in 
others, whom still he loved. He does so now. 
Hence the groundlessness of the cavil against 
Qiriatianity that it nowhere positively enjoins the 
practice of friendship ; for it does more — ^it exhibits 
it in the character and conduct of its Divine 
Founder. For *' Jesus loved Martha, and her sis- 
ter, and Lazarus ;" and this was so well known, 
that when Lazarus was ill, " his sisters sent unto 
Christ, saying, Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is 
sick." And where shall we find a more beautiful 
manifestation of friendship than is described in the 
gospel narrative of Qirist's conduct when Lazarus 
was dead? 
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In entering upon this interesting history, I may 
observe, that it is one of the peculiarities of our 
Saviour's discourses that he often takes occasion to 
graft general truths on special incidents — makes 
comparatively small occurrences the vehicle of mo- 
mentous instructions, and in a few words says all 
that is necessary to bring everlasting truth, in some 
important view of it, home to all times and circum- 
stances. Standing on the spiritual central-point, he, 
without violence, entwined the minutest and least 
important circumstances of the present with the 
loftiest eternal verities. Thus in the conduct of 
the two sisters before us, he places together the 
nothingness of all love and care for the body, in 
comparison with care for the soul and solicitude 
about that which is everlasting. 

Bethany was a little village about two miles from 
Jerusalem, inhabited as a suburban retreat . by 
many wealthy and respectable Jews. There dwelt 
Martha, who appears to have been the elder sister, 
and mistress of the house, her sister Mary, and a 
brother, named Lazarus. Whether the sisters were 
maidens or widows, we are not informed. All we 
we know of the family is-^and it is the best and 
most worthy thing to be known of them — ^that they 
Were all united, not only by the ties of nature, but 
of grace — they were all one in Christ, partakers 
of " the common salvation," by a " like predovs 
faith." 

In the bosom of this little quiet and holy hmilj 
It is probable Jesus occasionally found repose afttr 
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the bodily fittigues and mental sufierings of the on- 
believing oity; for his humanity was susceptible 
of both these, indeed, of all the sinless infinnities 
of our nature, and even of the relief afibrded by 
rest and pious converse. ^' O happy house,'' says 
the pious Bishop Hall, " into which tbe Son of God 
vouchsafed to set his foot ! O blessed women, that 
had grace to be the hostesses to the Liord of heaven 
and earth 1 How should I envy your felicity herein, 
If 1 did not see the same &vor, though in a different 
way, if I be not wanting to myself, lying open to 
me." There are two ways of receiving Christ — ^in 
himself, by opening the door of our hearts by &itb ; 
and In his members, by opening our hands by 
charity, and our doors by hospitality. And Christ 
will esteem himself better served in these ways^ 
than he would, were he again upon earth, by being 
eatertained in our houses. 

On one occasion, when the divine visitant made 
hk af^pearance by an unexpected advent, Martha^ 
as the head of the household, fhe presiding spirit of 
the domeatio economy, with an anxiety prompted 
by a loving and generous heart toward her illus> 
trioiis guest, not altogether, perhaps, unmixed with 
a desire to display her skill in good housewifery, 
set about providing the best and fullest entertain- 
ment the larder could afford. We can see her in 
tlia fttlliiesa of her cares and the activity of her tenv- 
per, cheerfully and busUy engaged in getting ready 
the supper. Eyeing every thing with minute in- 
and provident forethought, that nothing 
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migkt be waning that was worthy either of her 
Lord or of hersdf. Generous but mistaken woman, 
dost thou know so little of thy Liord as to imagine 
he needs or can be gratified with all this culinary 
care and carnal provision? Hadst thou never 
heard what he once said to his disciples when 
pressed to take food ? " My meat and my drink 
are to do the will of my Father in heav^i." Yet 
it was lovcj though mistaken love. I can fancy her 
saying to herself, ^ Can I ever do enough for him 
who deserves infinitely more than all I can do 1 
Cheerfully ¥dll I give him the best I have, and the 
most I am able to perform. To give to Jesus and 
labor for him are my delight. He has my heart and' 
he i^ail have my hand, my feet, my house, my alL" 
And where all this while was Mary ? Eagerly 
availing herself of the precious opportunity afforded 
by the presence of the Great Teacher, sitting at his 
feet to receive instruction. Such a season might 
never return ; and she was determined to make the 
best 'of it by listening to every word the Saviouf 
said/ Yet we are not to suppose that Martha had' 
not been at the Master's feet at all, listening to any 
part of Cast's instructions, for it is said of Mary 
that ^ she also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his- 
word," evidently implying that some other had been 
there also, which no doubt was Martha ; who, just 
then, like some of her sex, thinking of the house and 
ite duties while in the sanctuary and service of 
Ood, reoc^lectcd the supposed necessary provision 
to be made, and somewhat abruptly rose up and' 
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retired from the presence of Christ to the scene of 
her domestic solicitude, leaving Mary to be feasted 
by Christ, while she goes to make a feast for him. 
'* I know not," says the good bishop already quoted, 
^ how to censure the holy women for an excess of 
care to welcome her Saviour." 

How apt are we to measure other people's sense 
of propriety, and rightness of conduct, by our own, 
and to blame them for not exercising their religion 
and expressing their love and obedience to Christ 
in our mode. Mary, perhaps, wondered that Mar- 
tha could on any ground whatever cease to listen 
to the instruction of Christ, while Martha wondered 
no less that Mary could sit still and be a learner 
when she ought to have been active as a provider. 
Martha would "be ready to blame Mary for her 
want of love in keeping Christ talking when she 
should hftve been caring for his refreshment ; while 
Mary would be apt to blame Martha for the luke- 
warmness of her regard, in not eagerly catching 
every word that fell from his lips. Let us learn 
that all may equally love Christ, who do not take 
exactly the same mode of showing it. Goodness 
has great latitude, luid is very ingenious in its 
modes. It is uniform in essentials, but multiform 
in circumstantials. 

After waiting some time, and expecting Mary to 
come out and assist her, and af\;er often, perhaps, 
casting a silent but -reproachful look at Mary, as 
the door stood ajar, and she saw her still sitting at 
the feet of Jesds^ Martha's patience could endure 
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it ., |iq. longer, and in unseemly haste^ and ruffled 
temper, and irreverent manner, she entered the 
room, and thus addressed herself to Christ : " Lord, 
carest thou not that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone 1 Bid her that she come and help me." 
It was a sad speech, which, in her cooler moments, 
she must have condemned. It was irreverent to 
Christ, for it accused him in angry tone of neglect 
of her comfort. It was unkind to her sister, for it 
implied that she was wanting both in love to Qirist 
and to herself. It was well she had one to deal 
with who knoweth our frame, and remembereth we 
are but dust. Why did she appeal first to Christ, 
and arraign her sister at his bar ? Might she not 
have beckoned her away, or whispered in her eairl 
Or why, when she saw her so devoutly engaged, 
did she not leave her to her rapt enjoyment, and 
say : " Happy sister, to be thus enjoying thy Lord's 
presence and instructions ; would I could feel at lib- 
erty from these cares, and be at thy side; but 
somebody must provide for the comfort of^ the 
Master, and this belongs to me.'' Those are not 
always in the right who are most forward in their 
appeals to God. Many are more anxious to get 
God on their side, than to be on the side of God ; 
and we must therefore take heed lest we expect 
Christ to espouse our unjust and groundless quar- 
rels. I am afraid there was in Martha's mind at 
this time a little of that envy and ill-will which is 
not unfrequently felt by one person at witnessing 
the superior piety of another. The more efninent 
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religion of one ]m>fe89or is ofteo felt to be s n- 
prooch to those who are lukewarm and worldlj, 
and is therefore real! j in some <»8es the cause ci 
ill- will and- dislike. 

We do not find that Mary uttered a syllable in 
reply to this vehement accusation. I can fancy her 
lifting up her meek and invoking eye to the Saviour, 
with a look which seemed to say, " Oh, my Lord, I 
leave the vindication of my love to thee, and to my 
sister, in thine hands." Grentle spirit! may we 
learn of thee when we are complained of for well- 
doing, to seal up our lips in silence, and to expect 
our righting from above. And how surely wiU 
Jesus undertake our cause, and bring forth our 
righteousness as the light, and our judgment as the 
noonday. Christ, when he might have retorted 
with a keen and cutting severity, replied only with 
a kind but faithful answer, in which he first rebuked 
her, and then justified and commended her sister. 
The very repetition of her name is instructive, as 
showing how much in earnest, and how serious 
Christ was in this act of reproof: ''Martha, Mar- 
tha ;" as if he had said, ^ Oh. woman, thou art very 
wrong." Though the wrong-doing was out of love 
to him, he reproved it ; for, as many as he loves, 
he rebukes and chastens. No faults, mistakes, or 
nns, are more dangerous than those which originate 
in misdirected love ; and none should be more &ith- 
fully, yet tenderly pointed out to those who com- 
mit them, as there are none which the deceitfulness 
of the human heart will be so backward to see and 
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eonfessy none which it will be more ready to excuse 
and defend. The ill-directed love of friends is 
sometimes more mischievous to others than the 
open hostility of foes. Now observe the rebuke 
of Jesus. ^^Thou art careful and troubled about 
many tking$r—but one thing is needfuL Thy mind 
is full of unnecessary anxiety about those domestic 
matters, and hurried about by a restless agitation. 
And what tilbu disooverest on the present occasion, 
18 too much thy wont on others. There is one 
thing &r more important, and far more needful, 
than all these matters, which, by losing the oppor- 
tunity I now afford thee of receiving instruction, 
thou art sadly neglecting. L mean the care and 
salvation of thy immortal soul.*'* 

* It has been contended by some, that bj the one thing 
aeediul, enr Lord intended to suggest to Martha, that- in- 
stead of the abundance shci was preparing, the many yarie- 
ties of food she was about to place upon the table, one dish 
only was necessary, I will not deny that this might seem 
to harmonize with the occasion ; much less will I deny that 
it would furnish on the part of our Lord a perpetual, and 
merited, and justly called-for rebuke to that unnecessary 
and sinful care, trouble, and expense on the part of pro- 
fessing Christians, to provide costly ^tertainments for 
their firiends. Good John Newton has some admirable re- 
marks on the subject of entertainments giyen to ministers. 
** Some of ns would be better pleased, whatever kindness 
our frinkifl design to show us, to be treated less sumptUf 
ously, and In a way more conformable to the simpUcity of 
oar Christian profession. We would not wish to be con- 
sidered as avowed epicures, who can not dine well withq^fc 
a variety of delicacies ; and if we could suppose that such 
cost and variety were designed to remind ns how much 
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Having rebaked Martha, our Lord next vindi- 
cates her sister, whom she had so severely and nn- 
mentedly reproadied. ^^Maay haih chosen ^ai 
good part which can not he taken Jrtum herP By the 
good part^ we are to understand her sitting at 
Christ's feet to hear his words^ rather than bustling 
about in domestic matters. That was the good 
part for the moment, but I believe our Lord meant 
to extend his meaning in what he said to eadi of 
the sisters, to their habitual character and conduct, 
and as he intended, when he said to Martha, she 
was too careful and too mudi troubled about many 
Chlngs, to describe her usual temperament, so when 
he said that Mary had diosen the good part, he de- 
signed to describe her uniform attention to the high 
and saered oanoem of religion, and to represent her 
as one who had given herself to the pursuit of eter- 
nal salvation. This was matter of choice, and 
neither of compulsion nor of unintelligent and 
heartless formality. She voluntarily took up a life 
of piety ; and in doing this, had secured an inherit- 
ance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fkdeth not 

bettsr we five abroad than at home, we might ttunk it 
rather an Insult than a compliment" The oritioiam, hov- 
erer, which would make our Lord refer to such things, is 
obviously a false one ; for as Mary's conduct is opposed to 
that of Bf artha's, that which she chose, the good part, must 
be the same as tiie one thing needftil ; and if the one thing 
needftil means mie dish, Mary's good part most also be one 
4ilih, which she chose, or proTided, rather than the many 
which her sister was intent upon. But this is trifling with 
Soripture, rather than explaining it. 
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9m9^, We reserve, for the coDckision of the ser- 
mon, some remarks on this desoription of trae 
piety. How difficult is jt to inflict reproof, and not 
excite anger, and bestow deserved praise without 
doing mischief by inflating vanity. No such injury 
was done in this case. The eflect, however, both 
of the censure and of the praise, we have reason to 
hope, though it is not recorded, was beneficial; foiy 
in a subsequent chapter of this scriptural history, 
to which we shall presently have occasion to refer, 
we find the two sisters equally conjoined in affeo* 
tion, And Martha herself considerably improved. 
, I shall now attempt an analysis and discrim* 
ioatiisg delineation of the character of these two 
sisters. I have already remarked that they were 
in one, and that the most importuit feature, 9Xik» 
— they were both pious women — they boA loved 
Christ. And what is reUgion without love to the 
Skkviour 1 In making the inquiry afber true piety, 
fU your attention, concentrate your thoughts, ter-^ 
nainate your researches, settle your conclusions, on 
this simple, but comprehensive idea — it is a'scriptu^ 
ral, supreme, practical, grateful, love to Christ. This 
Martha, as we have already asserted, undoubtedly 
possessed, as well as Mary. She, too, notwithstand- 
ing her failings, could have returned the same answer 
ae did Peter, " Lord, thou knowest all tibmgs ; thou 
knowest that I love thee." Underneath the too great 
superficial earthliness of that careful and troubled 
mind, there burned a sacred fire of strong attachment 
to the Saviour. With this sameness of general duur 
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•eter, there were cireumstantial dififerenoes. Just 
as we have seen two flowers springing from the 
same root, possessing the same general character- 
istics, yet one bending more toward the earth than 
the other, which stands erect, and opens its petals 
more expansively to the sun. Martha and Mary 
are the exemplars of the peculiarities of two distinct 
varieties of character and rel igious tendencies. One, 
the type of a naturally energetic, the other, of a 
quiescent mind. One exhibiting excellence in 
acting, the other in repose. One, a life busily 
devoted to externals, such as is frequently seen in 
this passing world; the other of calm selMevotioa 
to the divine, as the one thing needful. In the one 
we see the contemplative, musing and feeding in 
silence upon holy thoughts, and looking up in rapt 
meditation into heaven ; in the other we see the 
practical, now lavishing her indefatigable cares upon 
a brother whom she loves, and now ministering in 
(ordinary life to a Saviour whom she adores; in- 
voking him in the bitterness of grief, and blessing 
him in the joy of deliverance. In one, too much of 
the busy, careful, anxious housewife ; in the other, 
perhaps, too much of the contemplative, quiescent 
devotee. You can not mistake all this ; it is patent 
to every reader. There was much that was good 
and useful in Martha's character. She possessed 
great quickness, alertness, and energy, tc^ether with 
a certain practical ability and good sense, qualifying 
her both for taking a lead herself, and for giving an 
impulse to others; so that she was well fitted for 
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going through vrith. any work to be done, and 
always awake to the common calls and the com- 
mon cares of the ordinary domestic routine of life. 
And more than this, she was eminently qualified to 
work her way, and to help others to do the same, 
through those emergencies of trouble and of diffi- 
culty which not unfrequently occur in the changeful 
scene of human existence. It is a blessed temper- 
ament, my young friends, to have that noble hardi- 
hood, and untiring energy, and undaunted boldness 
of character, which can grapple with difficulty, sur- 
mount obstacles, and, instead of being crushed by 
zaisfortune, can rise triumpliantly above it. 

But, then, such a temperament has its dangers, 
and Martha fell into them. She was impetuous, 
irritable, intolerant, and somewhat rude. She was 
angry that others were not as energetic as herself, ^ 
common fault with persons of such a turn of mind. 
She could not make allowance for their difierenoe 
of disposition. She was, however, an excellent 
woman after all. ''Mary was characterized by 
more depth of thought, more reflection, more sen- 
sibility. She was more easily engrossed by an 
affecting scene, or any spiritual subject; more alive, 
at any time, to one single profound impression, and 
apt to be abstracted from other concerns." 

We see the characteristics of these two sisters 
brought out in an affecting scene in their after-his- 
tory, to which I will now advert, and for the par- 
ticulars of which I refer you to the eleventh and 
twelfth chapters of the |;ospel by John. Sickness 
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IB an alarming form entered this little &mi]jsX 
Bethany, and arrested Lazarus. Jesus was at thst 
time in 'Bethabara, about thirty miles from Bethany. 
In the agony of their grief, the sisters dispatched a 
messenger to Christ, under supposition that he 
would oome and restore their brother to health. 
Lazarus, it should seem, expired soon after the nies- 
aeng^ left. On receiving the information, Christ, 
who knew all about the matter, and who knew also 
what he would do, lingered upon the spot two 
whole days, in order that the miracle he was about 
to work might, from the circumstances of a longer 
continuance of death, be the more signal and con- 
Tindng. At length he set out for Bethany. Ob- 
serre in this act his usual mercy, to travel on foot 
liiirty miles, to restore a dead man. How delight- 
^ ftd is it thus to trace the Saviour in his journeys, 
justifying the description which is given of him, as 
one " who ever went about doing good.'' Martha 
was the first to receive information of his approach 
on this occasion to Bethany, either because, as the 
mistress of the house, the intelligence was first con- 
veyed to her, or because, from her bustling and 
active disposition, she was most likely to hear of it. 
And now, in character with herself, she lost not a 
moment, but immediately hastened forth to meet 
her Lord, to render him the offices of courtesy and 
respect, to inform him of the calamity that had be- 
&llen them, to pour out to him the sorrows of her 
heart, and to receive the expressions of his sym- 
pathy. She is now, as ever, ready to be up and 
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doing. But Mary, either not beiog informed of tke 
eoming of Jesus, or absorbed in a deeper grief, sat 
still in the house, and waited for the entrance of the 
Comforter. This intensity of sorrow did not escape 
the notice of the Jews ; hence, when at length she 
arose at the call of her sister to go forth and meet 
her Lord, they said, " She goeth unto the grave to 
weep there." . They said this from a knowledge of 
her character, for they made no such remark on 
Man ha when she went forth. She might be bent 
on other errands. Mary could go — only to weep. 

It is well observed by Dr. Candlish, in his dis- 
course on this subject : '^ In different circumstances 
the same natural temperament may be either an 
advantage or a snare. Martha was never so much 
occupied in the emotion of one subject or scene, as 
not to be on the alert and ready for the call to 
another. This was a disadvantage to her when she, 
was so hurried that she could not withdraw herself 
to wait upon the Word of Life. It is an advantage 
to her now, that she can, with comparative ease, 
shake off her depression, and hasten of her own ao- 
cord to meet her Lord. The same profound feel- 
ing, again, which made Mary the most . attentive 
listener beibre, makes her the most helpless sufferer 
now ; and disposes her almost to nurse her grief, 
until Jesus, her best comforter, sends specially and 
emphatically to rouse her. Nor is it an insignia 
cant circumstance, that it is the ever-active Martha 
who carries to her more downcast sister the awak* 
ening message ; so ought sisters in Christ to minis- 
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ter to one another, and so may the very diffenooi 
of their Gfaaraoters make them mntnally the man 
helpful." ''She went her way, and called M^tf 
her sister secretJy, saying. The Master is oome and 
calleth for thee."* 

The two sisters, now deeply affected with a sense 
of their loss, meet their Lord, and exhibit, in their 
interview, the same difference of diaracter as per- 
vades their whole history. Martha's grief is not 
so overwhelming ae to prevent her utterance ; she 
is calm, cool, and collected enough to enter into 
argument. She can talk of her sorrow, can refer 
to her loss, can express her faith, and even naodesfly 
suggest to Christ, in a delicate &nd covert petition) 
the possibility of his restoring h^ brother. It was 
different witii Mary* In piety, of course, she is 
equal to her sister, but in composure and sermity 
she is inferior. Her gentle spirit is pandyzed 
vrith grief. All she can do is to oast herself proa* 
trate at the Ifeet of Christ ; all she can say, is to 
sob out, '' Lord, if thou ' hadst been here my 
brother had not died." We can not pass over one 
more characteristic, exquisitely delicate, and true 
to nature. Jesus, having asked where Lazarus had 
been laid, is conducted to the grave, which was « 
cave with a stone upon it, and he gives oiders to 
take awily the stone. It was not Mary who o^red 
the objection founded on the commencement of pu* 
trefaction ; she is silent still in the unutterake 

* ** Soriptore Characters,'* by Dr. Gaiidlish. An ezoeed- 
fegly interesting and instruotiTe Tolnne. 
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agony of her grief, aind the deep reverence of her 
•Old before the Lord. But Martha's marked offi- 
mnsneas makes her forward, when it might have 
been more becoming to be dumb, and to stand in 
awe. Dr. Candlish, with nice and just discrimina- 
tion, points out the wise and considerate manner, 
which will be observed by every judicious critical 
reader of the narrative, in which Christ adapts his 
behavior toward the two sisters. Martha's distress 
was of sndi a nature that it admitted of discussion 
and discourse. Jesus accordingly spoke to her, 
and led her to speak to him, and made to her, as 
Boited her cbcumstances, some of his sublimest 
eommimications touching the resurrection of the 
body, and the life of the soul. While to Mary^ 
who is rapt in sudi deep grief, he shows his sym* 
pathy in a different way. He is mudi more pro<> 
fmrndly moved. He does not reply to her in 
wofds, for her words are few. Sorrow has choked 
her utterance, and overmastered her soul. But the 
sight of one so dear to him, lying in such helpless 
grief at his feet, is an appeal to him &r stronger 
than any supplication. And his own responsive 
rigfar is an answer more comforting than any prom* 
ise^ *' When Jesus, therefore, saw her weeping, and 
Ilia Jews also weeping who came with her, he 
groaned in spirit, and was troubled." And when 
he had aeked of the bystanders where they had 
laid him, and received the reply, " Come and see,?' 
— ^fike Joseph, "he could no longer refrain him- 
self"—" Jems wept." f 
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*'Ohy luost blessed mourner, with whose tean 
thy Savionr mingles his own ! Oh, sympathy most 
unparalleled! To each of the two stricken and 
afflicted ones our Lord addressed the very conso- 
lation that was most congenial. With Martha, Je- 
sus discoursed and reasoned: with Mary, 'Jesus 
wept"* It is thus He who knoweth our frame 
adapts the communications of his grace, as our 
temperament and circumstances most need them. 

Before we quit this scene of domestic grief, and 
pass to another incident in the history of Martha 
and Mary, shall we not turn aside to see this great 
sight exhibited in the conduct of Jesus ? I know 
I am giving the history of Martha and Mary, but 
was not Christ so blended with it as to form a part 
of it, and to constitute the glory of iti Shall I 
take you to the grave of Lazarus, point you to the 
mourning sisters, and omit to notice the weeping 
Saviour? Shall I pass over that short but won- 
drous verse, which tells us with such sublime sim- 
plicity, Jbsus wept 1 eveiy view of Christ is glo- 
rious, whether reigning upon his throne in the glory 
he had with the Father before the world was ; or 
agonizing in the garden, when he sweat, as it were, 
great drops of blood ; or hanging upon the cross, a 
great and terrible sacrifice for sin ; or rising from 
the grave with the keys of death and of hell at his 
girdle ; or ascending to his glory amid the retinue 
and acclamations of angels. Now all these mani- 
festations produce feelings of awe and wonder. 
But, oh, his weeping at the grave of Lasarus ! The 
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Son of Grod in tears— not as on the Mount of Oli- 
Tet, when he signed the death-warrant of Jerusa- 
lem, and looked onward from the destruction of the 
gnilty city, to the torments of eternity of which its 
fires and plagues were a dark type — ^no, his tears 
on this occasion were those of human tenderness, 
the exquisite sympathies of his noble and perfect 
manhood with the afflictions of those whom he 
loved. How many lessons are taught us by those 
tears. Have they not vindicated and defended hu- 
manity from the insults and injuries of stoicism, 
and made chastened sorrow one of its genuine 
workings'? Have they not consecrated sympathy 
as one of the virtues of humanity 1 Have they not 
made tenderness the adornment of greatness ? H^ve 
they not raised friendship to the rank of a Christian 
excellence 1 Have they not proved that lie has not 
the mind of Christ who knows not how to weep for 
the woes of our nature 1 Do they not prove that 
if tears are woman's eloquence, they are man's 
rhetoric also ? 

Jesus wept There were critics, in ancient, times, 
who, with ruthless fingers, cancelled this verse, as 
thinking it beneath the dignity of Jesus to weep. 
Barbarian critics, stoical scholars, ye would have 
robbed the Scriptures of one of their brightest 
.gems, and despoiled the character of the Saviour 
of one of its richest beauties. 

But now after this, not I hope ungraceful episode, 
let us pass on to one more scene in the history of 
this hfl^py, holy &mily. About four months after 
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Uw resurrection of Lanmia, & sapper wis ghm Id 
our Lord and hia disciples ; most likel j oq seeoart 
of the resarrectioa of Lazams^ who witk his aisten 
were, perhaps, relations of the iaost, hy a man 
named Simon, who had been & leper, and had m all 
probability been healed by Qirisl. At this sof^Nsr 
Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary, were present 
Here also we find the separate identity of the char- 
acter of the two listers maintained with unbroken 
continuity and unvarying uniformity. Martha» efm 
active, ever generously attentive to the comforts 
of oth^?, ever to be found where energy is required, 
** served." She had assisted in the preparation,'aDd 
now busies herself in waiting upon the guests, and 
especially upon the most distinguished of them all, 
her Lord i(nd Master, whom she loved. Not so 
with Mary; in that assembly all were forgotten 
by her but one, on whom she gazed long, with the 
silent rapture of love and devotion, waiting and 
watching for her <^portunity to give him her medi- 
tated, practical, and personal expression of adoring 
gratitude and afiection. TVhile he was redining at 
table on his couch, according to the custom of the 
times, instead of sitting upright, as we do, in chairs, 
she stole behind him, and, unrestrained by the 
presence of the guests, brought out her alabaster 
box of spikenard, with which she anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair. She 
gave him the most costly article of her toilet, and 
employed for him the most ornamental part of her 
person. For who that loves Christ wiU not give 
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Um the richest and best of their possessions 1 
Was not this Mary all over! Sensibility, grati- 
tude, affection. Does it not harmonize with the 
listener and mourner whom we have already wit- 
nessed 1 From one of the company — ^I mean the 
traitor who sold his Master for thirty pieces of sil . 
▼er — ^this act of pious affection and liberality drew 
forth a censure ; and, under a hypocritical profession 
ei concern for the poor, he expressed his regret that 
the precious ointment had not been sold and given 
to the stock of charity. Ah, how often has a plea 
c^ chari ty served as a cloak ibr covetousness ! True 
it is^ as a general principle, that great expense in 
external magnificence, even when designed to honor 
Christ, would most commonly be better employed 
in feeding and clothing his members; but there 
are tome extraordinary occasions when a sort of 
proAiseness can not be blamed. And every thing 
which is given to Christ is acceptable to him when, 
as in this case, it is love that gives. And happy is 
the person who knows, like Mary, to make that an 
coring and expression of love to the Saviour, which, 
in the days of worldliness and folly, was offered at 
tiie shrine of vanity. Jesus becomes her vindi- 
cator against the cavils of Judas, and pronounced 
an eulogium which the loftiest monarch on earth 
might covet to receive. ^^Ske hath done what she 
couW^ Of how few can this be said ; and yet 
what lower rule of conduct ought any of us to pre- 
scribe for himself than this. Is less than what we 
ea» do for Christ, enough to do for him 1 Have 
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yoa 6Ter weiglied in fleriouaness of mind, tips nobk 
testimony, '^Sas hath doux what she could." 
What oan yotf do for Christ? Wl»it have you 
done ? What ought you to do 1 What will you 
dol Be Mary's Memoaial yours. And to what 
renown did it raise her % ^ Wherever this gospel 
shall be preaofaed throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of iot a 
memorial of her." How literally has this been 
fiilfiUed. Wherever the Bible has gone, this^-in 
«ne hundred and iihy languages — ^has been published 
to the world« All nations, and persons of all na- 
tions, shall know of Mary's alabaster )aox of oint* 
ment oonseorated to Jesus, and shall venera^ har 
memory for this act of pious zeal. The world is a 
poor judge in matters relating to God ; atid God 
takes delight in honoring those actions wlueh the 
world blames, throu|^ a spirit differ^it from. his. 
Happy are those who are content with the appnv 
bation of him who sees the heart. The oontradie* 
tions and groundless censures of men pass awi^ 
like the douds that occasionally vail the sun ; but 
the good actions which are the subject of tlieir envy 
or their calumny, will, like the great luminary, re- 
main forever. Good works invest the name with 
enduring renown, and embalm the memory with an 
odor m<Hre precious and lasting than the per^une of 
Mary's spikenard. 

Reference has been made to this moident, and 
especially to the praise bestowed by our Lord upon 
Mary, to prove that the contemplative life is mors 
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acceptable in the sight of God than the active. It 
is this mistaken notion which iias led to the estab- 
lishment of conventiial institutions by Romanism ; 
a system which is no less opposed to the dictates 
of revelation than it is to the impulses of nature 
and the welfare of society ; which does violence to 
humanity in order to do honor to Christianity; 
stifles all the instinctive yearnings of the heart, to 
give better opportunity for the exercise of devotion ; 
and which, as a natural and necessary consequence, 
has deposited a muddy soil of immorality upon the 
surface of Christendom, where the fruits of righteous* 
bess can not grow, though the weeds of superstition 
may flourish with a rank luxuriance. The supposi- 
tion that a superior sanctity attaches to celibacy is 
one of the supports on which the whole Papal sy» 
tern rests, and has been the cause of more aboml^ 
nation in die world than any other single opinioli 
daiming to have a religious sanction. That the 
history before us will furnish no support to this 
system, is evident. Mary, neither at the time 
spoken of was a nun, nor did she ever become such. 
Hers was a piety that blended with, and sanctified 
the duties of social life. Whatever was her devo* 
tional taste and dispositioif, it did not drive her 
from her home, nor cut the tie of her relationships. 
The design of our Lord's language is not so much 
to form comparison between two courses of life, so 
separate and distinct as not to allow of the mixture 
of one with the other, as to administer a rebuke to 
a person who, pursuing one course, had too mooh 
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•W5jr^««d -tst* .>ti»n Not tao pievenA Mvjfiom 
tf tr?»u-ic u ul n> T^mDoral ouittersy but to eogigb 
M^JtJi?* x> e^«!* uixie'v iiuouc diexn, and to a stricter 
^^fTirrt ^> rui-^cs. :tiK£«^si And etiMiial. 

vi:u ?.«Mr» :uv v^uiu: irendak wfaaty m tile rerieir 
M at^ >ftiu:::iu iitie :uirra£iv«^ do I reeommend! 
WiiK.£t 4 tM rvTO osiainicDmrs do I efljoizL joa to 
trt :3u«- * I .ttr^^mMT. :iil dmt was essellaKt in both, 
i»t.^'Lt« t:?* KTwttvtions or either. Martha's 
^uswft^' ct -i i i:^' r^.•«w ^r: cauut her ascesBnre aiudetj, 
•,«r::ru >♦::» l^A.urT' $ :em»ut devodon^ wtthoot bar 
5!itfttn**»ttsfcfc >ttt'^»r:*Lnindaur seasbiiicy. So &r as it 
sX'ccot "« >3uu v»t ^lunaak ''^ She Looked wdl to the 
>«»% 2«^ Ji >er .x»tc*»K>ivL * let mv la&maht firiends im» 
•lM« >Mr .UC9 uti^ituii ixr iiumt} ditties^ her dem* 
r«j«;ii .^;«r il;:j:t^t^.^« i^H* ilsoacdu her gauKOus at> 
'^tiK»tr :v :i:tf v-viiuui-^ ot Iter guestsy es|)eciallj 
:tK»QA^ ^«iK» Tv^v-w-^jwir dieir LonL Let them be 
:^a.i^ u ul in? .mport:aur dmcdons of good hoos&> 
wtier;*. Lv?«^ -Utuu X wivii^ know how to make 
b^mttt ^jt/uuunauici :ur diifir au^^baiu^; if rnothei^ 
tbr ;w«r cuiidi^ai ; and if widtilT ecniKectedy for 
^Q^r tVnrtnihSk Kv^iraiUy i» ;i ^riroae whndh dmiild 
t^^^r^ir ^^ ^vmuitr^ u :s t^miiie iiisKrtL Sh« wko viH 
m« :«*n^K :v i.ny5te« a«r amjOiUid^s rriead;^ boc recttTes 
ttt^m >»tta :i iK'vvij^ wll :5coa Ltani to leiaTe off 
^iti«ii:»iu^ iitu« 3ud zxiiiktf diiiir kode unlla{>|^J Ibr all 
^^^t2^ Buc;. oitttu Lt>c ;ill this be widk3«it: 
«W(»i» citid wtdi tiitt gnuseM aod pleasaat 
wttioi v^ixitit. tnticbiAii. p«nKteiiiztT aai '•^umlith vfH 
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There are various kinds of slavery in the world, 
and many classes of victims of this cruel bondage. 
There is, among others, the domestic slave, whose 
tyrant is her husband, and the scene of her bondage, 
her home. His parsimony is so niggardly that he 
will not allow her help enough to do the work of 
the house, and, therefore, she must unite the char- 
acter of a servant with that of a wife, a mistress, 
and a mother ; his selfishness is so engrossing and 
exacting, that his demands for his own personal ease 
and indulgence are incessant, and leave her no time 
for the consideration of her own comfort; and, 
withal, his temper is so bad, that all her assiduities 
to please are unavailing to give satisfaction and to 
avert the sallies of his irritability, discontent, and 
complaint. Whe^ such a man declaims against 
negro slavery, let him begin the work of emanci- 
pation at home, by raising the oppressed woman 
he holds in bondage there, from the condition of a 
drudge, into the station of a wife. How can she 
help being careful and troubled about many things 1 

But, then, there are cases, not a few, in which the 
slavery is self-imposed. The bondage comes from 
the wife herself, from which the husband would 
gladly release heV, but she will not let him. Some 
are slaves to neatness^ and make their fidgetting 
anxiety about this matter a misery to themselves 
and all around them. Others to fashion, and are 
always careful and troubled about elegance and re- 
finement. Others to domestic display, parties, and 
amusements, and are always full of anxiety about 
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making an appearance. Others to frugaUiy^ and 
are ever vexing themselves to economize. In all 
these ways women will torment themselves and 
fill their minds with unnecessary cares and self- 
imposed troubles. To all these we say, " Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many 
things." 

With Martha's better qualities, her domestic 
cleverness and diligence, unite then the fervent 
piety of Mary. Will ye be satisfied with that ex- 
eellenoe alone which fits you only to fill up your 
place in a habitation from which you may be called 
away any hour ? Be as diligent, I entreat you, in 
business as Martha was ; but be also as fervent in 
vpvtity serving the Lord, as Mary was. Seek to 
unite all the holy virtues of the eminent saint, with 
all the household excellences of the good wife, 
mother, and mistress. Be all you should in your 
own house, and all you ought to be in the house 
of God. What your husbands, when you have 
them, will desire and expect, is to see you at your 
post of duty in the family. Meet their desires, 
and fiilfill these expectations. You ought — ^you 
must. What Christ desires and expects, is to see 
you sitting at his feet and hearing his word. Meet 
it^ed^ires and expectations also. You ought — 
you must, ^tudy the following portrait of a good 
wife, a cultivated mind, and a sincere Christian, 
drawn by the pen of Jane Taylor : 

** And she whose nobler coarse is seen to shine 
At onoe with homan knowledge and diyine : 
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I 

Who mental culture, a&d domestic rites. 
In close and graceful amity unites. 
Striving to keep them in their proper place. 
Not interfering with her heavenlj race ; 
Whose constant aim it is, and fervent prayer, 
On earthly ground to breathe celestial air." 

O ye too ajixious and careful housewives, lessen 
your solicitude ! " Be careful for nothing, but in 
every thing, by prayer and supplication, let your 
requests be made known unto God/' The spirit 
and influence of a vital piety will soften the cares 
of domestic life, and alleviate, where they exist, its 
sorrows, and inspire an alacrity which will make 
you go cheerfully about the business of the family ; 
while a well-regulated attention to domestic duties, 
80 &r from unfitting you for the exercise of devo^ 
tion, will ftiniish the subjects of your prayers, and 
prompt the approaches of your soul to God. 

And now, in conclusion, let me exhibit to yoU 
the description of true religion, as set forth in thd 
language of Christ to Martha. It is indispensable — ' 
" One thing is needfulP Yes, the care of the soul 
is, indeed, need&l. Mark the restriction and em- 
phasis, one thing — only one : and it deserves thi^ 
emphasis. It is a matter of universal concern ; ne> 
cessary for all alike — for the rich and the poor ; for 
the young and the old ; for male and female. Some 
things are necessary for one person, but not for an- 
other — ikis is necessary for all alike. It is, in itselfj 
• matter of the highest importance, of infinite mo- 
ment, oompared with which all the most valuable 
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objects of time and aenae are but as the smallert 
dust of tlie balance. It will promote every other 
lawful and valuable interest on earth. It has been 
proQOunoed indispensable by those who are most 
capable of giving an opinioD. €hd has deelared it 
to be needful, by giving his only-begotten Son to 
die lor it upon the cross. Jesus Christ has de- 
clared it to be needful, by enduring all die agonies 
of the cross to obtain it. Angels have pronounced 
It iksedfal, by their sc^icitude for the salvation of 
nen. Apostles, martyrs, reformers, missicHiariefl^ 
and ministers have giv^n their emphatic testimony 
t» its necessity, by their labors, prayers, tears, and 
blood. Your own judgmmt, in the cooler moments 
of reflection, declares, by its adightened dictate^' 
Ha necessity ; so does your oonadence when listeii^ 
kig to sermons, or yon are sufiering affiiotiaci \ so 
does your heart, when the worid stands reveded 
belbre yon in its vanity, emptinesa, and deceit. It 
ii needftil now in youth, to be your goide ; it will 
be no less so as your comforter amid the vici8»» 
of life ; your prop under (iie infirmitieB of 
your Kving hope amid the agonies of dying 
hours; your defense in the awfbl day of jodgment^ 
and yonr preparation Ibr the felicities of heaven; 
Must not that which alone can do this, be indispen*) 
aable^andbe,infiM)^theoiiethingneedfiil) Dwells 
I beseech you, upon thbr^reaentation. ^ rdigion 
irare'aa miserable and as melancholy aa yonr mia> 
Iriwn ttotens of it rep wa ent, yetit is w fl i s dfuL l^ia 
not what yon may «o^ have, and yet do wnU.irilhi 
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oat it-^a superfluity, but not a necessary. No* It 
is needfuL It is not what other things can substituU ; 
the privation of which can be made up by others. 
In the absence of this, you want the most necessary 
thing in the universe — ^you must be poor amid 
abounding wealth. And it is the only thing that U 
indispensable. There are many other things which 
may be desirable, valuable, pleasurable, and may 
be lawHilly pursued, but they are not indispensable. 
13iis is absolutely so to solid happiness here and 
eternal felioity hereafter. Oh young people, call 
iii ymir vagratit thoughts, your discursive inquiries^ 
year divided and scattered activities^ and concent* 
1a*ate them upon this one thing. Settle it wltb 
yiHiiselves, that whatever else you may not have, 
you f»tM^ have this. It is well at the outset of lifl| 
to be informed by an authority that is infallible^ 
wliat is most necessary for the pilgrim upon earths 
Let me entreat you to remember your own interest 
iiii:it ; it is necessary for you^ whose eye shall read 
tbfts page« Do, therefore, inquire — sc^mnly aitd- 
ierioudy inquire — ^into your, own conduct in referencflf 
to it«^ Say to yourselves, " Have I thought serious 
ly about it? have I seen the importance of it) 
hae it lain wiUi a due and an abiding weight upon 
my mind ? has it brought me in peniteace, prayer^ 
afu^ ^Mith to Christ as a Saviour? am I actmg iq 
life ^if I considered religion the one thing need* 
ffd? am I willing or striving to make every tl^ng 
fulxM'dinate to it-r-my interests, my tastes, ufSf, 
my. passions 1" ., r 
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And then, how transoendently excellent is tnie re- 
ligion. It is the *^good part which shall never he 
taken fVom U8»** Excellent it is, in every view we 
oan take of it, for it is the reception of the first 
truth, and the enjoyment of the chief good. It 
makes an good, for it makes us like God, and 
brings good to us, for it leads us to enjoy God. It 
was the bliss of Adam, in Paradise, and is the felio* 
ity of the spirits made perfect in heaven. It is the 
beginning of heaven upon earth, and will be the 
consummation of heaven when we have left the 
earth. It is flur better than knowledge, or wealth, 
or ^Mne, or pleasure, for it will stand by us when 
•11 these things leave us. 

Yes, it is ** the good part, which can never be taken 
from ueJ*^ Neither force nor fraud can deprive us 
of this. It is above the vicissitudes of life, and un- 
affected by the changes of fortune. Oh, it is glo- 
rious to think of our possessing something that bids 
defiance to all the assaults of men or demons ! Go 
where you will, it will go with you. It is as insepar- 
able fhom you, till you yourself shall abandon it, as 
your soul is from your body. How much, then, is 
included in that precious declaration, "The good 
part which can not be taken from you,'' which shall 
remain with you, in you, Jbr you — when friends 
have left you — health has lefb you — ^fortune has left 
you — a portion all-sufficient, inalienable, eternal. 

Religion is a voluntary thing. '^Mary hath 
thoeen that good pkrt which can not be taken from 
W,*' It is not the external oompulsion of author- 
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ity, nor the internal compulsion of fear, but the 
free choice of love. It is not mere blind, unintelli^ 
gent custom ; an unmeaning, heartless round of 
ceremonies, performed without motive or design. 
No, it is the free-will offering of the soul to God, 
who says, '* Give me thine heart ;" and to whom the 
soul replies, " I give myself to thee." Where there 
is no choice, there is no religion. Hence the lan- 
guage of Moses to the children of Israel, ^* I call 
heaven and earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing : therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed may live." So is it with you and me 
at this moment. There, on the one hand, is religion, 
with all its duties, and its privileges, its present 
enjoyments, and its future eternal happiness ; this 
is life — ^the life of the soul now, and eternal life 
hereafter. There, on the other hand, is ungodliness, 
with all its sins and sorrows here, and its unutter- 
able and eternal miseries hereafler. There are you, 
so fearfully and wonderfully placed between the 
two. And here am I — O solemn, responsible, and 
momentous position ! — to urge you by every mo- 
tive that can appeal to your reason, your heart, 
your conscience, and even your self-love, to urge 
you to choose life. You must make your election. 
You can not evade the choice. One or the other 
must be yours. Were you to attempt a neutrality, 
it is impossible. Those that do not choose life, by 
true religion, are considered by God as choosing 
death. By what witnesses are you surrounded in 
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this crisis of your being 1 What spectators are 
looking on upon this eventful scene of your history^ 
Parents are waiting, watching, and praying, for your 
decision on the side of eternal life. With silent, 
breathless earnestness, they are agonizing for your 
Boul and her destiny. Ministers are fixing their 
minds intently upon your situation, and, in yearn- 
ing anxiety for your welfare, are saying, " O that 
they may choose the good part which can never be 
taken from them !'' Angels, with benevolence, 
hover over you, ready to commence their benev- 
olent activities, and become as ministering spirits 
to your salvation. Devils, with malignity, are col- 
lecting to rejoice, with such delight as demons can 
experience, in your election of death. Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, are waiting, witnessing, and ready 
to assist your election. Yes, such value is there 
attaching to one human soul — with such importance 
is its decision for the choice or refusal of religion 
invested,*^ that heaven, earth, and hell, are in some 
measure moved by the scene of its being called to 
choose between life and death, and thus three worlds 
are interested in its decision. Make, then, your 
election. Pause, ponder, and pray ; it is a choice 
which eternity will confirm, to your unutterable 
torment, or to your ineffable felicity. Almighty 
God, direct their choice ! 
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lall to remem'brance the unfeigned faith, that ia 
9. which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and 
other Eunice." — 2 Timothy i. 6. 

6 aged women likewise, that they may teaoh tha 
women to be sober, to love their husbands, to 

leir children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 

>f God be not blasphemed." — Titus ii. 3-6. 

[AT associations with all that is lovely are 
i by that blissful word — ^a mother ! To that 

the tenderest emotions of the human heart, 
er it beat in the bosom of the savage or the 
awaken. The beauty of that term is seen, 
» power felt, alike by the prince and the 
It, the rustic and the philosopher. It is one 

first words which infant lips are taught to 
rid the charm of which the infant heart is first 
t. It is a note to the music of which it is 
it to say whose soul most responsively vi- 
, that of the parent or the child. Humanity, 
er semi-brutalized by oppression, by igno- 
and even by vice, has rarely been sunk so low 
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as to have the last spark of matenud love extin- 
guished, or the last sensibility of this kind crushed 
out of it. This strength of woman's love to her 
child must be turned to good account, and be di- 
rected in its exercises to the best and most useful 
purposes. There is this difference, and it is a mo- 
mentous one, between the maternal instinct of the 
lower tribes and that of woman ; the former goes 
no further than provision and protection ; training 
forms no part of it. The same power which taught 
ihe parent bird or beast what habits belong to. its 
nature, teaches also the offspring. The latter, with^ 
out any pains bestowed on its education, or mj 
solicitude cherished for its welfare, will learn the 
lessons of its existence by the intuitions of nature, 
and be capable of rising to its specific perfection, 
unaided either by the parent or the teadier. Not 
so the young of the human species ; they also re- 
quire provision and protection ; but more than this 
they need instruction. And who must be their 
instructor? First of all^ and chief of aU^ theiir 

MOTHER. 

But, before we reason and descant upon the sub- 
ject of a mother's duties, let us look at facts. It 
is universally admitted that scarcely any great man 
has appeared in our world who did not owe much, 
if not most, in the formation of his character, to a 
mother's influence. In a very useful little volume, 
by Dr. Jabez Btiras, entitled, "The Mothers of the 
Wise and Good," there is an extended series of 
biographical memorials of pious and judicious modi- 
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ersy md eminent sons, amounting to about fifty, in 
which are included Alfred the Great, Lord Bacon, 
8if Isaac Newton, Dr. Samuel Johnson, Sir Will- 
jam Jones, General Washington, among the illus- 
trious of this world ; together with St. Augustin, 
President Edwards, Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Dwight, 
^ Mr. Newton, Mr. Cecil, Leigh Kichmond, and many- 
others among the good ; all of whom were blessed 
with pious or eminently judicious mothers, and 
awed to them their eminence in the church or in 
the world. From among these I select the follow- 
ing account of Mr. Cecil : Kichard Cecil, of Lon- 
don, when but a young man, had pursued a bold 
and determined career, till, sunk in sin, hardening 
iiimself in infidelity, and instilling the same princi- 
ples into others, there seemed no prospect of any 
.change. His excellent mother, however, had pep- 
Ibrm^ her part, and still remembered that it was 
^ood, not only to pray always, but not to faint, or 
•desist upon any account. At last, one night he lay 
•eontemplffting the case of his mother : " I see," 
said he within himself, " two unquestionable &cts : 
jlrst, my mother is greatly afflicted in circum- 
stances, body, and mind ; and yet I see that she 
-cheerfully bears up under all, by the support she 
derives from* constantly repairing to her closet and 
her Bible ; secondly, that she has a secret spring of 
comfort, of which I know nothing ; while I, who 
:give an unbounded loose to my appetites, and s^k 
pleasure by every means, seldom or ever find it^ 
if, however, there is such a secret in religion, why 
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mtkj I not And it m wdl m mj innihiif He li- 
fUntly roM Mid b«gaa to pr»j, bat vw xm 
damped, by reoolleetiBg that modi of his iiwuhiii^a 
dffmfort ieemed to ariae &ofm her ftith m ChikL 
Now, thought Ha, *^thia Christ I hare ridieried: 
Ha stands much in my way, and can fonn no fMit 
of my prayert/* In utter oonfosioa he lay down 
again ; but, In process of time, convictioii of sin 
continuing, his difficulties were gradually removed, 
bis ohjectlonf answered. He now listened to tiiose 
admonitions of his mother, which he had belbre 
aflected to receive with pride and scorn ; yet they 
bad flxsd themselves in his heart like a barbed 
arrow ; and though the elTects were concealed frmn 
bar observation, yet tears would fall from his eyes 
aa ha passed along the street, from the impression 
aha had made on his mind. Now he would dis- 
oourse with her, and hear her without outrage, 
which revived her hopes, especially as he then 
attended the public worship of Grod. Thus he 
made some progress, but felt no small difficulty in 
separating flrom his &vorite connections. Lighti 
however, broke into his mind, till at last he discov- 
ered that Christ Jesus, so fiur from " standing in the 
way,^* as he once thought, was, indeed, *' tK$ tsoy, As 
l»*i«M, 9n4 M# hfiy to all who come onto God by 
him/» 

At a pastoral conlerence held not long sinoe, at 

which about one hundred and twenty Amerieaa 

dergymen, united in the bonds of a oommon &ill^ 

I were asaambled^ each was mvited to state tbe 
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man instrumentslitj to which, under the Divine 
blessing, he attributed a change of heart. How 
many of these, think you, gave the honor of it to 
their mother ? Of one hundred and twenty, above 
one hundred ! Here, then, are facts, which are only 
selections from myriads of others, to prove a moth- 
er's power, and to demonstrate, at the same time, 
h^ responsibility. But how shall we account for 
thisi What gives her this influence? What is 
the secret of her power ? Several things. 

First, there is, no doubt, the ordinance of Ood* 
He that created us« and formed the ties of social 
life, and who gives all the sweet influences and 
tender susceptibilities of our various relationships^ 
appointed it to be so, that mammal power over the 
soul of her child should be thus mighty. It is 
God's ordinance, and the woman who foi^ets or 
neglects this, is disobedient to a Divine institute. 
God has made the child to be peculiarly susceptible 
Ckf this power over his nature. 

Then comes a mother's love. This is stronger, 
at any rate, more tender, than even a father's. 
There is more of instinct, if not of reason, in her 
affection. She has had more to do with the phys* 
idal being of her child, having borne him in her 
womb, and fed him from her breast, and watched 
him in his cradle : all this naturally and necessarily 
generates a feeling which nothing else can produce. 
Now love is the great motive power in, and for, hu- 
man conduct. "I drew them," said God, "with 
bands of a man, with cords of love." Here is the 
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pidloM^j of bolh man's natural oonstitutioD 
and of evangelical religion. Human nature is made 
to be moved and goTemed hy love ; to be draum 
vith the cords of aSection, rather than to be dragged 
with the chains of seTerity. Now, woman's heart 
is made to lore ; and this comes out more gently, 
sweetly, and constrainingly, upon the child, than 
from the other sex. It makes her more patient, 
mora ingenious, more influential. Her words are 
more soft, bar smile more winning, her frown more 
commanding, because less terrific and repulsive. 
The little floweret she has to nurture, opens its 
petals more readily to the mild beams of her coun- 
tenance. Hence, to repeat an expression of Monod, 
already quoted in a former sermon, ^^ The greatest 
moral power in the world is that which a mother 
exercises over her young child." Nor is there 
much exaggeration in that other expresaon, "She 
who rooks the cradle, rules the world ;" an expres- 
sion, the truth and force of which will appear to be 
founded on the next particular. 

The mother has first and most to do with the 
character, while it is yet in that flexible state to re- 
ceive its shape. The earliest exercises of thought, 
emotion, will, and conscience, are all carried on under 
her eye. She has to do not only with the body in 
its infancy, but with the soul in its childhood. Both 
mind and heart are in her hands at that period, 
when they take their first start for good or for 
evil. The children learn to lisp their first words, 
and to form their first ideas, under her teaching. 
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Thej are almost always in her company, and 
are, insensibly to themselves, and imperceptibly to 
her, receiving a right or wrong bias from her. The 
first model of character they witness is hers ; the 
first exhibitions of right and wrong in practice are 
what they see in her. They are the constant ob- 
servers of the passions, the graces, the virtues, and 
the faults, which come forth in her words, temper, 
and actions. She is, therefore, unconsciously to 
herself, educating them, not only by designed teachp 
ing, but by all she does or says in their presence. 
Children are imitative creatures. During the mi- 
nority of reason^ imitation is the regent of the soul, 
and they who are least swayed by the former are 
most governed by the latter. Speech is the effect 
of imitation, not intuition ; and as children to early 
and so insensibly learn to repeat sounds, so may 
they also learn to copy actions and habits. This, 
of course, applies to the mother in a fuller sense 
than it does to the father, just because she is more 
constant] y with them in the early stages of their ^ 
existence. It is, therefore, of immense importance 
that every one who sustains this relation should 
have a high idea of her own power. She must be 
deeply and duly impressed with the potency of her 
influence. This has peculiar force in reference to 
the mothers of the middling, and still more to 
those of the working classes. In the upper circles 
of society, the task of educating, and even support- 
ing the infant, is usually devolved upon hirelings. 
The nursery is not much, it is to be fewred, the re- 
88» \ 
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tJie Qommuiiioation of knowledge. Much has been 
siird of late y^ears on the distinction between in- 
struction and education. They are by no means 
synonymous. The etymology of the two words is 
worth oonsidering. To " instruct," is derived from 
a Latin word, which signifies to put on or in. To 
instruct is, therefore, simply to put knowledge into 
the mind. The word " educate," oomes also from a 
Latin word, which signifies to lead or draw forth. 
To educate, therefore, means to draw out the facul- 
ties of the soul, to call into exercise and invigorate 
its intellectual and moral powers. Both t<^ether 
omistitute the duty of those who have to form the 
diaracter. Ideas must be poured in, and the recipr 
ient must be taught what do with them. We hear 
much said about choosing the best masters, and a 
great deal more about intellectuality, accomplish- 
niCBts, an4 other things of this nature, which may 
be well enough in their place and in their measure, 
but they are only subordinate to something higher 
and better. They are only the tinsel work in some 
oases^ which embellishes the casket, and attracts the 
eye of the beholder ; while the invaluable jewel it 
contains is left to comparative neglect. These 
things are not the whole of education, nor even the 
best part of it. They are only the polish of the 
sur&ce, but not the solid gold of the substance. A 
mother should look upon her offspring with the idea» 
** That child has to live in two worlds, and to act a 
part in both ; and it is my duty to begin his educat- 
tion fi>r both, and to lajr in infancy the fasuKJAtlQii 
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of hU character and happiness for time and eternity 
too. What ought to be my qualifications, and my 
diligence, for such a task 1^' 

Ah, what? Deep thou^htjulness certainly on the 
momentous nature of your charge. It is a somewhat 
awful thing to be a parent, especially a mother, and 
to have this training of men and women, both for 
time and for eternity. A distinguished philosopher 
has said that ^ all the world is but the pupil and dis- 
ciple of female influence." Every mother, therefore, 
has, so far as her individual influence goes, the world 
for her scholar. " Oh, woman, thy child's wel&re, 
for all time and all eternity too, depends much upcm 
thy conduct toward him during the period he is 
under your influence in the first years of his being. 
To you is committed the care of the infant's body,^ 
the healthfulness, the vigor, and comfort of wiuch 
for all his future existence upon earth depend mudt 
upon you. What would be your feelings o£ poign- 
ant remorse, if by any neglect of yours, if by a 
fall, or an accident, the result of your carelessnesSi 
the poor babe was injured in his spine, or distorted 
in his limbs. Oh, to see that young cripple ever 
presenting to you the sad memonals of your guilty 
neglect Ruined for life in bodily comfort. Yet 
what is this to the sadder spectacle of a deformed and 
<»'ippled soul — a character distorted into crooked 
and frightful shapes— and to have the tormenting 
reflection — ^this, this was the result of your neglect ! 
The poor child in the former case may have com- 
penaation by all the sweet infin^oes of. rel^oui 
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cRiibmission and eonsolation, an^ the distressed 
mother assuage the anguish of remorse hj the 
thought that her neglect may have been among the 
all things that worked together for good to her son ; 
but where in the latter case is consolation to be 
obtained, or who can wonder that such a Kachel 
mourning over her lost child, and lost through her 
neglect, refuses to be comforted. 

Qualify yourself for maternal duties, above all 
things, by sincere and eminent piety, A mother 
should never forget that those little engaging crea* 
tares which sport about the room so gayly and so 
innocently, with all the unconsciousness of child- 
hood, are young immortals; beings destined to 
eternity ; creatures placed on earth on a probation 
for heaven ; and that much will depend upon her 
whether their everlasting ages shall be spent by 
them in torment or in bliss. This is an all but 
overwhelming idea. It would almost seem as if 
solicitude about this matter would be of so over- 
powering a degree as to extinguish parental delight. 
For a mother to look at the babe that is feeding at 
her breast, and smiling so sweetly in her face, as if 
it meant the thanks it had not yet learnt to speak ; 
or to watch his slumbers in the cradle, breathing so 
softly as if he lived without breathing at all, and 
then to feel her soul shivering and shuddering ia 
the dark shadow passing over her from such a re- 
flection as this : " Oh, shouldst thou live to be a 
profligate in this world, and a fiend in the next!'* 
Or, instead of having a reflection so harrowing to 
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every mftteraal feeling, how delightful to exult m 
the hope that that dear babe will be a holy, usefiUy 
happy Qiristiaai on earth, and then a glorified im- 
mortal in heaven. Such reflections ought to be 
sometimes in the mind of every parent. All should 
realize the sublime idea that their houses are the 
seminaries for eternity, their children the scholars, 
they the teachers, and evangelical religion the les- 
son. Yes, with every infant bom into the fiimily 
comes the iDJunction from God — '^ Take this child 
and bring it up for me." It is one of God's own 
children by creation, sent to be trained up in the 
way he should go, that is, in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. Those parents who neglect the 
religious education of their children, whatever else 
they may impart, are more guilty than Herod. He 
•lew the children of others — they their own. He 
slew only the body — they the soul. He slew them 
by hired assassins — ^thej slay them themselves.. 
We shudder at the cruelties of those who sacrificed 
their babes to Moloch ; but how much more dread- 
ful an immolation do they practice, who offer up 
their sons and daughters to Satan by neglecting 
tiieir religious education, and leaving them to grow 
up in ignorance of God and their eternal destiny. 

But can any one, wiU any one teach, or teach 
effectually^ that religion which they do not feel and 
practice themselves ? Therefore, we say a mother's 
heart must be deeply imbued with piety herself, if 
she would teach it to her children. Without this, 
can she have the will to teach, the heart to pray, 
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tbe right to hope 1 Oh, mothers, can yon conceive 
of a higher, nobler elevation to which in your mater- 
nal relation you can rise, than when, to the opening 
mind of your wondering child, you give the first 
idea of Grod? Or when you direct him to that 
Divine babe who was bom at Bethlehem, was sub- 
ject to his parents, grew into that Saviour who said, 
** Suffer the little children to come unco me,'' and 
took them in his arms, and blessed them, and then 
died for their salvation upon the cross. Or, than 
when you talk to them of heaven, the dwelling- 
place of God and of his angels. Oh, to see the 
first look of holy inquisitiveness, and the first tear 
of in&nt piety start into the eye — to hear the first 
question of concern, or the first breathing of prayer 
from infant lips ! How has many a woman's heart, 
amid such scenes, swelled with delight, till, in an 
ecstacy of feeling, she sunk upon her knees, and 
breathed a mother's prayer over the child of her 
heart, while he lootced wonderingly up, and felt a 
mysterious power come over him, which he could 
neither fully express nor understand. Your religion, 
if it be genuine, will teach you at once the great- 
ness of the work, and your own insufficiency to 
perform it aright in your own strength. Your bus- 
iness is to train mortals for earth, and immortal 
beings for God, heaven, and eternity. Even an 
apostle, in the view of such an object, exclaimed : 
•« And who is sufficient for these things 1" Your 
work, as to its design, is the same as his, and you, 
like him, have the depravity of human nature to 
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Qontoid withy and all the difficulties arishi^ from 
your own weakness and siniukiess. A mistake, 
either in your soitimeDtSy your feelings, or yotir 
example, may be fiital to your children's ^teroal 
wel&ie. Ckiltivafce, then, a trembling ocmsciousness 
of your own insofficiency, and cast yourselves, by 
helievingy constant, and fervent prayer, upon God. 
Be, in an ^inent sense, praying mothers. Dis- 
tmat yourselves, and then clothe yourselves, by 
baKeving prayer, with Omnipotence. 

Do not forget what we have already said, that 
afiection is the golden key fitted by God to the 
warda of the lock in every human heart, to the 
application of which the bolts that nothing ebe 
ooidd move wUl fly back and open with ease. 
Severity is out of place in any one, but most of all 
in woman. But beware of allowing affection to 
d^enerate into a fond and foolish indulgence. A 
judicious love is as remote from this, on the one 
hand, as it is from moroseness and cruelty on the 
other. For if severity has slain its thousands, an 
injudicious and pampering indulgence has slain its 
tens of thousands. Fathers are apt to err in the 
former extreme, mothers in the latter. And it not 
mifrequently happens that these extremes are 
played off against each other. The father, afraid 
that the mother will spoil the child by indulgence, 
adopts a harsh treatment to counteract the mischief 
of his wife's excessive fondness; while the wife 
eompensates to the diild for the severity of her 
husband by her own excessive attention to the 
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Child's gratification. Thus, like the sharp frost by 
night, and the hot sun by day, operating in spring 
to the destruction of the blossom on which their 
antagonistic influences are made to bear, the oppos- 
ing treatment of the parents ruins the hapless child 
that is the subject of it.* 

Still, while I enjoin affection, it must not be 
allowed to impair authority. A parent must not 
b6 a tyrant, so neither must he be a slave to his 
children. It is a painful, and to the parents a re- 
proachful spectacle, to see a family like a state 
where rebellion reigns rampant, the father deposed, 
the scepter broken, and the insurgent children pos- 
sessed of sovereign rule. A mother, as well as a 
father, must be obeyed ; and it is her own fault if 
she is not. A persevering system of government, 
where the reins are held tightly in the hand of love, 
will be sure to produce submission at last. But 

* One of the most artistic as well as instructiye charac- 
ters in that wonderful book which has burst on this coun- 
try as weir as the United States of America, as a literary 
phenomenont, is that little imp of ignorance and wickedness 
which slavery had made half idiot and half demon» but 
who, by the touch of the magic wand of love, rose up from 
the degradation into which the heel of oppression had trod- 
den her, a new creature in Christ Jesus. There is more of 
the true philosophy of human nature and of Christianity in 
that example, than in all the volumes which writers on 
humanity have ever written. And had that extraordinary 
volume been written for the exhibition of no other charac- 
ter than that, by which to show what love can do for the 
most hopeless subjects, it would not have been published 
!ik vain. 

33 



X 



886 TOITNO MOTHERS. 

then it must be a mixture of kindness, wisdom, and 
authority. Submission must be felt by a child to 
be, a duty yielded to authority, and not merely a 
something won by afifectiou. Authority must not 
stiffen into severity, nor love degenerate into coax- 
ing. Commands should be obeyed, not only because 
it is pleasant but right to do so. 

A judicious mother will exercise much diserimi- 
nation^ and adapt her treatment to the disposition 
of her children. There are as many varieties of 
temperament in some families as there are children. 
No two are precisely alike in their minds and char- 
acter any more than in their persons. One is forward 
and obtrusive, and should be checked and rebuked 
— another is timid and retiring, and needs to be 
encouraged and emboldened. One is more easily 
wrought upon by appeals to hope — another by fear. 
One is too close and reserved, and needs to have 
frankness and communicativeness encouraged — ^an- 
other is too open and ingenuous, and should be taught 
caution and self-restraint. Every child should be 
a separate study. Quackery should be banished 
from education as well as from medicine. One 
treatment will no more suit all minds, than one 
medicine or kind of food, all bodies. A woman 
who does not know the peculiar dispositions of aU 
her children, and does not adapt her treatment to 
them, must be a very indifferent mother. 

The woman who would fulfill the duties of her 
relationship, must surrender herself to her mission^ 
and be content to make some sacrifices, and endure 
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8ome privations. Who can witness the patient 
submission of the mother-bird to such solitude and 
self-denial, during the term of incubation, without 
admiration at that quiet and willing separation 
which instinct teaches her to make from her usual 
liberty and enjoyments ? A woman must be will- 
ing, for the sake of her children, to do, under the 
influence of reason and religion, what the bird does 
from the unintelligent impulses of nature. Her 
children are a charge for which she must forego 
some of the enjoyments of social life, and even some 
of the pleasures of social religion. She who would 
have a maternal power over her children, must give 
her company to them. It is not for her to be ever 
craving after parties, or to feel it a hardship that 
ahe is denied them. The secret of her beneficent 
influence lies in a life of retirement. Hence the 
exhortation of the apostle in the text, to the matrons 
of his time, "To teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 
to be devout, chaste, keepers at home" We would 
not have a woman incarcerated in her own house, 
so as never to go abroad or enter into company. 
She who is devoted to her family needs occasional 
relaxation amid the pleasures of society, and espe- 
cially the exhilarating engagements of public wor- 
ship. There are some mothers who are such abso- 
lute slaves to their children that they scarcely ever 
stir from home even to the hou^e of God. This is 
an error in one extreme, which might be avoided 
by method and dispatch. But there is an opposite 
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extreme in those who, even for the benefit of their 
children, will deny themselves neither the pleasure 
of social parties, nor the gratification of public 
meetings. The woman who is not prepared to 
make many sacrifices of this kind, for the sake of 
her children, and her home, and her husband, should 
never think of entering into wedded life. 

Be ingenious, inventive, and studious, as to the 
best method of gaining the attention, and informing 
the minds of your children while young. There 
are too many who imagine that education, and 
especially religious education, consists in just hear* 
ing a chapter read, a catechism taught, or a 
hymn repeated, and that when this is done, all is 
done. The memory is the only faculty they culti- 
vate — ^the intellect, affections, and conscience, are 
wholly neglected. A Christian mother should set 
herself to invent the best mode of gaining atten* 
tion, and keeping it ; and she should never weary 
it) or keep it so long that it wanders off itself. 
How ingenious was the device of Doddridge^s 
mother in teaching him Scripture history, by the 
Putch tiles of the chimney-place. The illustrated 
works which, in this fertile age, are perpetually 
issuing* from the press, afibrd advantages for con- 
veying both secular and sacred knowledge, of which 
bygone times knew nothing. 

Be familiar in your religious instruction. The 
freedom of incidental conversation, rather than the 
formality of set and stated lessons — the introduo* 
tion of religious topics in the common intercourse 
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oi life, rather than the grave and forbidding annun- 
ciation of a change from secular to sacred subjects ; 
and the habit of referring all things to God, and 
comparing the truths and maxims of the Bible with 
the events of everj hour, rather than the mere 
lighting of a Sabbath lamp, and forcing all things 
out of their current, when the season of devotion 
returns — these are the means of opening the ave- 
nues to the youthful heart, and rendering religion, 
with its great Author, the object not of aversion or 
terror ; not only of cold and distant homage, but 
of mingled reverence and love. On this point 
nothing can be more just and philosophic, any more 
than of higher obligation, than the direction once 
communicated from the source of infinite wisdom, 
''These words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them 
diligentiy imto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up" — Deut. vi. 6-8. 
. Mothers, invested as you are with such an influ- 
ence, often dwell upon your responsibility. With 
such a power vested in you by God, you are re- 
sponsible to your children themselves. Every time 
their infant or adult voices repeat that word — ^" My 
mother," so sweet, so musical to your heart, they 
urge their claims upon your best and most devoted 
attention. This very sound in your ears should 
awaken the deepest emotions of your soul, and the 
most faidiful admonitions of your oonsciwce. You 
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•TO re^Kjnsible to ycmr kmbamdM, Tkaj imnist tii» 
ednoatkm of their duldren to joa^ TIhj seem t» 
Mj, ^We will work for their sopporty end keve 
the earlj edneatioa of their minds to joo. Wo 
will hereafter share all the obligatioa of instmolaon, 
and the care of their minds and charactere with 
jou, but at presoit, while they are so yoang, we 
devolve tins duty upon yoo.** Ton are responsible 
to Ike ehurck of God: for &mily education is, <Nr. 
ought to be, in the fiimilies of the godly, the duef 
means of conversion. It is a fatal error for Giris- 
tian parents to look to the ministers of religion for- 
the conversion of their children. And, alas I it ia 
the error of the day. Tlie pulpit is lodced to lor 
those benefits which should flow from the parents* 
chair. Our churches, therefore, have weighty and 
ijghteous claims upon parents, and especially upon 
mothers. Nor does your reqK>nsibility stop here, 
tar toeisty at large looks to you ibr that benefidal 
influence which you are capable of exerting. I 
repeat, here, the well-known anecdote, and which I 
hate given, I believe, in another work. Napoleon 
ODce asked Madam Campan what the French na* 
turn most needed, in order that her youth might be 
properly educated. Her reply was compressed in 
one word — " Mothers !'* And it was a wise reply. 
Not the French nation only, tha world needs them— • 
Qiristian, intelligent, well-trained, devoted women. 
Ho ,whom the destinies of the risiiig generatloDt, may 
^0 . safely intrusted. That woman on whose do*^ 
peftic hMith, and by whoee Judi<iious nuKemai 



i 



TOUNG MOTHSRS^ 301 

love, ft Sunily of industrious, godly, and publlo- 
spiiited sons, or of modest, kind-hearted, prudent, 
and pious daughters, are trained for future life, is an 
ornament of her country, a bene&ctress to her sp^ 
cies, and a blessing to posterity. I again and em^ 
phatically say, mothers understand, fee], and re- 
member your responsibility. 

But hitherto, it might be said, the sermon does 
not answer to its title, as intended )br, and addressed 
to, young mothers. We will, therefore, now give 
it .a apedal bearing upon their case. It has been 
my object, first of all, to set forth the subject of 
matmial duty and responsibility in its general 
aiqseot, 4ipart from its relation to those to whom 
tlMj Are new, that they may see it in its widest and 
most oomfHvhsnsiTe bearing, before they are re^ 
minded of its special bearing on their case. This^ 
I am aware, will give the appearance of a repetitioQ 
m the second part of the sermon, of some thingn 
that were advanced in Uie first. But sudi repe? 
titlons are sometimes beneficial. In additi(«), tbere- 
fose, to what has been said on maternal duties in 
genera], I shall now submit some other matters for 
yo»r special consideration. 

Too many, it is to be feared, enter upon thi« 
momentous business without ccmsideration, andi 
equally, as may be expected, without preparation, 
or qoalificatian. It is indeed a pitiable sight, to \qo%, 
into the state of some families, and behold the hapi; 
les^ conditioa of the poor children, who have the 
BiiifiMtaM to be on the hands of a weals, fooliri|» 
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and inoompetent woman. Perhaps, after all, tbis 
may be traced one step further back, and it might 
be found that the^f are incompetent, because their 
mothers were so before them. Thus the mischief 
perpetuates itself from generation to generation. 

In all things it is of importance to begin well. 
The beginning usually determines the progress and 
the close. Errors, both in theory and practice, 
however long and pertinaciously persisted in, may, 
by intelligence, determination, and the blessing of 
Grod, be corrected. Reformation would be other- 
wise hopeless. But how much better and easier 
is it to avoid faults than to mend them. Many 
mothers have seen their mistakes when it was too 
late to correct them. Their children have grown 
up under the influence of a bad system of domestic 
government and maternal guidance, and have ac- 
quired a fixedness of bad habit which no subsequent 
wisdom, firmness, severity, or afl^tion, could cor- 
rect ; and the parents have had to pour out bitter 
but unavailing regrets, that they had not begun li& 
with those views of their duties with which they are 
now closing it. If a mother begins well, she is 
likely to continue well, and the same is true if she 
begin ill. Her conduct toward her first child ii 
likely y of course, to determine her conduct for aU that 
JbUow, How momentous is it, then, at this stage 
of her domestic history, to weigh well, and solemnly, 
and prayerfully, her responsible situation. 
' Indeed, it is quite clear that this subjeet. ought 
not to be driven off by any wife till she beoomes.a 
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mother^ The very prospect ought to lead to a due 
preparation for the expected new duties ; for these 
commence with the earliest anticipations of sustain- 
ing the maternal character. It becomes us to pre- 
pare ourselves for anj situation into which we have 
a confident expectation of soon entering. Fore- 
thought is given to man for the purpose of meeting 
with propriety the situation and its duties to which 
we are looking forward. The woman who never 
studies maternal responsibilities and duties, till she 
is called actually to sustain them, is not very likely 
to do herself much credit in that very important 
relationship. Instinct will teach the parent bird, ox 
beast, or iish, or insect, all that is necessary for the 
well-being of their young; but not the human 
parent. Here, study, reflection, forethought, and de- 
termination, are indispensable. Unhappily a young 
wife, in prospect of giving birth ^ a child, is, in 
some cases, so bowed down with an unnecessary 
solicitude about her own safety ; and, in others, so 
absorbed with the preparations which are made for 
the physical well-being and the elegant habiliment^ 
of the expected visitant, as to forget to prepare her- 
self for those more important duties which devolve 
upon her, In relation to the mind, and heart, and 
conscience, of her child. A mother who wishes to 
fulfill her duties to her children, should take especial 
pains to educate herself for those momentous func- 
tions. She should read, to store her mind with 
knowledge; she should reflect, observe, and gain 
useful information from every quarter. Her prin- 
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eiples should be fixed, her plans laid, her purposes 
formed. She must cultivate all those habits and 
tempers which vrill fit her to teach and to goyera. 
She must seek to acquire thoughtfulness, careful 
vigilance, quick observation, and discretion in va- 
rious forms. Habits of activity and dispatch, order 
and regularity, are indispensable ; so is the exercise 
of all the good and benevolent feelings. She must 
acquire the union of gentleness and firmness, pa- 
tience and the entire command of temper. It is of 
immense importance, also, that she should have a 
correct knowledge of human nature, and the med^ 
anism of the human heart. And, above all things 
let her remember, that piety is the vivifying spirit 
of all excellence, and example the most powerfiil 
means to enforce it. She should set out with the 
recollection never absent from her mind, that 
children have both eyes and ears for attention to 
a mother's conduct Thus prepare yourself for 
your important functions, and also carry on the 
education of yourself, simultaneously with that of 
your children. There are few situations which more 
imperatively require preparation, and yet few that 
receive less. 

So, again, when the maternal relationship is act- 
ually formed, there is, with some mothers, such a 
solicitude about the health and comfort of the babe, 
such an engrossing attention to all physical matters, 
united with such an exuberant delight in the child, 
as a child, such a mother's pride and joyousness in 
her boy — ^that the mind is diverted, by these circum- 
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stanoes, from all those serious thoughts and solemn 
reflections which ought to be awakened by the 
oonsideration, that a rational, immortal, and lapsed 
ereature, is committed to her charge, to be trained 
for both worlds. Thus the attention is absorbed 
month after month, while all this whil^ the infant 
fiioulties are developing ; judgment, will, affection, 
and oonsciaice, at least, as to their capabilities, are 
opening, but neglected, and the natural bias to evil 
grows, unnoticed and unchecked. The very time 
when a judicious care over the formation of char- 
acter could be most advantageously exerted, is 
suffered to pass by unimproved ; passicm is allowed 
to strengthen, unrestrained; 8elf*will, to attain a 
resoluteness which stiffens into obstinacy ; and the 
careless mother, who, at some time or other, in- 
tended to begin a system of moral training, but 
always saying, there is time enough yet, when the 
reason is a little more strengthened — wonders, when 
■he doeB commence, that the subject of her disci- 
pline is so difficult to manage. And even then, she 
has so n^lected to pvepare herself for her duties, 
that she knows not how to set about them, or what, 
in fact, she has to do. An ill-managed child con- 
tinues growing, not only in stature and in strength, 
but in his wayward disposition and obstinate self- 
will. The poor mother has no control ; and, as to 
the father, he is too much taken up with the cares 
of business to aid his imperfect helpmate ; and thus 
the scene is exhibited, described by Solomon, of 
^ a child left to himself." Another and another are 
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added to tiib irstlM>Ri, and are goyerned, mis. 
goTomed* or not g^Tenied at all ; and there are 
sooQ seetr, m rade, 4£sobedient, and iU-natured 
children* perhaps^ at leogtb, profligate sons, and 
Tuin, silly daoghters^ the sad fruits of the want of 
maternal wisdom. 

Young mothers;, bt^m well then. Manage that 
first child with judgment; put^fbrtb all your skill, 
all your aflection, all your diligence and devoted- 
nessy in training htm; and the habit thus acquired, 
all will be comparatirely easj with the others tint 
ibilow. It is the noTeltr ot diat first diild, the 
new aflections whk^ it calls forth, and the new in- 
terest that it makesy that are likd j without care to 
tfirow jou off your guard, and divert your atten* 
tkxi frcMOQi the great work of moral training. The 
first diild makes the good or injudicious mother ! 
I And as it is of immense consequ^ice to begin 

your maternal excellence with the first child, so is 
it of equal importance to him, and to every one 
that is added, as I have already said, to begin early. 
^Education," it has been ^eautifiilly observed, 
*does not b^n with the alphabet. It b^ins with 
a mother^s look; with a Other's nod of approba- 
tion, or sign of reproof ; with a sister^s gentle press* 
ure of the hand, or a brother's noble act of forbear* 
ance ; with a handful of flowers in green dells, or 
on hills, or in daisy meadows ; with creeping ants, 
and almost imperceptible emmets ; with humming 
bees, and glass bee-hives ; with pleasant walks in 
shady lanes, and with tiioughts directed in afieotion- 
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ale and kin^y tones and words to nature, to beauty, 
to tbe practice of benevolence, and to the remem- 
brance of Him who is the fountain of all good." 
Yes^* and even before all this can be done, and lea* 
sons of instruction can be taught the child from 
flowers, and insects, and birds, the moral training 
can eommenoe with what we have already men- 
feioned-**a mother's look, her nod of approbation, 
or a^qp, of reproof. One of the greatest mistakes 
into which mothers &11, is that of supposing that 
tiie first two or three years of the chUd's life are 
unimportant as regards his training. The truth is, 
that as regards the formation of diaracter, these 
are the most important of all. It has been truly 
said, that from the impressi<His made, the princi- 
ples implanted, and the habits formed during these 
years, the cldld's character for time and eternity 
may take its complexion. It is perfectly clear that 
a akald, before he can speak, is susceptible of moral 
training. The conscience, or moral sense may, by 
a judioious woman, be developed soon after, if not 
before the child has spent his first birthday. How 
early may he be made to distinguish between what 
his mother considers right and wrong, between what 
will please, and what will displease her. Why, the 
brute creatures will do this; and if they can be 
taught this, may not very young drildren ? It is 
admitted that there is more of reason in many 
brutes than in very young children. Still, even 
young animals may be trained to know what they 
may, and what they may not do ; and so may very 

34 



yooBg ciiildiHi. W« oft«ii hmr mothtn »j, Mf 
ohildren «re too youig to be taught obedimoek 
The mother who eeto vpon this moixim, thatddldrea 
maj have their own way lor a oertaan number of 
jearB, or even months, will find, to her coet, that 
that lesson, at least, will not speedily be foi|;otlQii. 
Moral training may and should precede that wfaioh 
is intellectoal. The cultivation of the j^Eeotioos 
and the oonsolenoe i^ould be the eomm«2eeiitent 
of education, and this will help all the rest 

Thsre is in some women a timidity and distrust 
of their own capability, winch paralyaes or prsivenis 
the endeavom which they eould ntake if they womA 
only believe in tiieir own power. Evmry woman 
of good, plain understanding can do mo«e than shs 
imagines for the formation c^ her ehUdren'e chasao* 
tar. And what she is defident in, let her supply 
bj reading. No mother, however qualified, shoudd 
neglect this.* Every oo/b may learn something 
firom others. Fearful and timid, and somewhat 
anxious mother8» be not afraid ! Prayer will bring 
God's help and God's blessing. 

Injudicious indulgence is the most commes, aa it 
is tk moat injurious danger into which a ymmg 
mother can falL Be kind; you ought to be. An 

* Iag«ia rooouBieBd Mrs. Wit^B wsr]oH-«nd to meduansy 
her book sddresMd to " The Motiiers of EngjUmd." Mrs* 
Sftndford's work, already quoted, as well as recommended. 
** Woman's Mission/' and Monod's book. And especially 
lot yootig moUiers take in that admiraUe perio(&eal, «< Ilio 
BfMirii Mother's MagaiiBe," o«tod bj Mrs. BdcewolL 
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u^ving^ haroUhearted mother is a double liM 
upon her sex and lier relatiobship. Love is her 
power, her instrument, her talisman. She can do 
nothing, worse than nothing, without it But then 
her love must be like that of the Divine Parent, who 
said, ^ As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." 
Woman, can you say No to a child, when with win« 
ning smiles, or beseeching voice, or weepiiig eyes, 
he asks for what it is not good he should receive 1 
Can. you tdce from him what is likely to be inju^ 
lious, and what will put him to pain to surrender! 
CSaa you correct him for his faults when your heart 
rises up in opposition to your judgment 1 Can you 
put him from your arms, at a proper season for so 
doing, when he clings to your neck and cries to re* 
main? Can you exact obedience in, to him a diffi- 
cult, but to you, a necessary duty 1 Woman, I ask 
you can you stand out against a child's tears, res« 
olute in purpose, unyielding in demand, and first 
conquer yoi^r own heart, so stoutly resisting you ia 
Older to conquer his ? Or do you allow yourself to 
be subdued to put*an end to the contest, and by 
soothing hia sufferings foster the temper whidi 
oi^t to be eradicated at any pains and any cost? 
She who can not answer all this in the affirmative 
is not fit to be a mother; There must be discipline 
hi a family. The parent must be obeyed. Give up 
this, and you train your children for evil and not 
for good. Here, again, I say begin early. Put oa 
the sofb and easy yoke early. The horse ia broken 
in while a colt. Wild beasta aie tamed wUle y^ 
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they are young. Both the human species and ani- 
mals soon g(ow beyond the power of discipline. 

A young mother is apt to devolve too much of 
the care and early training of her children upon serv* 
ants. Much of what may be called the drudgery 
of managing children must, of necessity, be remitted 
to them ; but a wise woman will have her children 
as much with her as possible. Next to mothers, 
our nurse-maids are the most influential class of 
the community, as regards young children. They 
and nursery governesses are, to a great extent, the 
educators of the community. These, when carry- 
ing the children in their arms, or leading them* out 
for air and exercise, or attending upon them in the 
nursery, or dressing or undressing them, or, indeed, 
however they may be employed for them, are form- 
ing them to good or evil habits. If multitudes are 
spoiled by mothers, multitudes more are spoiled by 
servants ; and some of the latter class have undone 
all the good the former have done. Of what im- 
portance is it, then, that you should be careful as to 
the persons you admit to your families in this capa- 
city, to whom to intrust your children's- minds, and 
hearts, and consciences ; for, depend upon it, they 
have the care of those, as well as of their bodies. 

Need I say to you, that all you do in training up 
your children in the way they should go, should 
bear directly or indirectly on their eternal welfare ; 
and if I seem to advert to this subject with a fre- 
quency that looks like tautology, let its trem^idous 
importance, and its too frequent and too great neg- 
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laot^ be lay upfAogy; You will not oTerlook, aft 
wehsre already ranuffked, tbe inteUeetual training 
of yoar diildien's minds, but their mond and relig* 
ions edneation wiU, I hope, be with you the ohicf 
object of solicitude. Viewing your children as im- 
mortal beings destined to eternity, and capable of 
the enjoyments of heaven, you will labor, even from 
in£ttioy, to imbue their minds with religious ideas. 
It is immortality which rescues from littleness and 
insigmficance all that it appertains to, and hence 
arises in no inconsiderable degree the exalted honor' 
of a mother. ^' She has given birth, by the sover- 
eign ordination of the Almighty, not to a being of 
at mere: momentary existence, whose life will peririi 
Iflce? that of Uie beast of the field, but to an im^ 
mortal ! Her sucking infant, feeble and helpless as 
it may appear, possesses within its bosom a rational 
Boxily an intellectual power, a spirit which all-d^ 
Yourii^ time can not destroy ; which can never die, 
btit which will outlive the splendors of the glorious < 
son, and the burning brilliancy of all the material, 
part of heaven. Throughout the infinite ages eft 
etermty, when all these shall have served their ^vtr-- 
pose and answered the beneficent end of their orea^ 
ticm, and shall have been blotted out from their 
position in the immense r^ions of space, the soul 
of. the. humblest child will shine and improve before^ 
the; eternal Utrone, being filled with holy deli^ 
and divitta:love, and ever active in the. praises of itsi 
ble«ied ^Creator." Mothers, such is-yonr dignity^— 
fmk jf^omt enked koaonir Eeel mt^rtinBijoiiim 
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disdnotion in being called to educate the sooa 
aqd daughters of the Lord Grod Almighty, and pre** 
paring the holy family who are to dwell in those 
many mansions of his Father's house, which the 
Lord Jesus is gone to prepare. 

Give yourselves up to this glorious work. Bi^ 
be judicious in all you do, lest you produce a prej- 
udice against, instead of a prepossession on b^lf 
of, true religion. Let your warmest affection, your 
greatest cheerfulness, your most enga^ng smiles 
be put on when you teach religion to your children. 
Approach as near as possible to a seraph form. Be 
yoti religion in all its beauty, loveliness, sanctity, 
and ine£Gible sweetness. Let them ue it in your 
character as well as hear it from your lips. And 
eapeoially be careful not to enforce as a task what 
should be proposed as an object of hope and a 
source of delight. Let them see in you, that piety, 
if in one respect it is a straight and narrow path, is 
in another a way of pleasantness and a path of 
peace. Do not inflict upon them as a punishment* 
for ofibnses the learning of Scripture and of hymns ; 
and thus convert religion, which is the foretaste of 
heaven, into a penance which shall be to them like 
being tormented before their time. Especially do 
not make the Sabbath a day of gloom instead of 
gladness, by such an accumulation of services as 
■hall cause the day of rest' to be more physically 
irksome than the common labors of the week. 

And can it be necessary, after what I have said 
in a former part of this aermon, to admoniah yoo 
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again to prey fbr and with your children. How 
have a mother's prayers been blessed to her chil- 
dren. John Randolph, a distinguished American 
statesman, who had been much exposed to the 
seductions of infidelity in the society into which he 
had been thrown by his position, thus accounted to 
a gentleman, with whom he was conversing, for his 
preservation : ^ I believe I should have been swept 
away by the flood of French infidelity, if it had not 
been for one thing — the remembrance of the time, 
when my sainted mother used to make me kneel 
by her side, taking my little hands folded in hers, 
and cause me to repeat the Lord's prayer." 

^ On the east end of Long Island, in one of the 
most seduded spots in this country (America), 
more than thirty years ago, a mother, whose rare 
intellectual and moral endowments were known to 
but few, made this simple record: ^This morning 
I rose very early to pray for my childr^ ; and 
especially that my sons may be ministers and mis- 
sioBaries of Jesus Christ.' 

^^ A number of years after, a friend, who was 
present, thus describes this mother's dying hour : 
* Owing to extreme weakness, her mind wandered, 
and her conversation was broken ; but as she enter- 
ed the valley of the shadow of death, her soul 
lighted up and gilded its darkness. She made a 
feeling and most appropriate prayer, and told her 
husband that her views and anticipations had been 
such, that she could scarcely sustain them ; and that 
if tiiBy had been increased she diould have been 
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ov«rvheloMd; that her Sftviaiir had Umtd bar 
with ooBBtant paaoe, and that^ thrDu^ all her riokr 
Q«i% she had nerer prayed for life. She dedicated 
her five aona to Grod aa miniatera and miaaionariaa 
of Jeaua Christ, and said that her greatest dettie^ 
was, that her ohildren might be trained up for God. 

** ^ SUie spoke with joy of the advaBoement of the 
kingdom of Christy and of the glorioua day now 
ushering in. She attempted to ^peak to her diil- 
dreUi but was so exhausted, and thdr cries and sob* 
were such, that she could say but little. Her hoa* 
band then made a prayer, in which he gav* her 
back to Grod, and dedicated all they held in ooBb 
mon, to him. She then fell into a sweet sleep, 
from which she awoke in heaven.' 

*' The prayera of this mother have been anawevr 
ed. All her eight children have been ^ trained up: 
for God.' Her five sons are all ' miniateia and 
missionariea of Jesus Christ :' and the late Bev. 
George Beeoher is the first of her o&pring whom 
she has welcomed to heaven." And one of her 
danghtera is the lady already alluded to in thia dis- 
course, who has obtained a world-wide feme by her 
elegant, benevolent, and pathetic story against slav- 
ery. In that lady and her work, as well as in her 
able and learned brothers, we see the fruit of a. 
mother's prayers. 

Take with you the following ma¥ima> as sumt^ 
ming up all that has been said: 

Thou^ a child's character ianot entirely oreaiai 
I^v the.. cwcniBaVai>rfta{K vol NdaiBb^ hA ia^ pla<ieri» 
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dally as regards his mother, it is powerftillj influ- 
enced by them. 

Education is designed to form character, and not 
merely to communicate instruction. Agesilaus, 
king of Sparta, when asked what it was in which 
youth ought principally to be instructed, replied, 
" In that which they have most need to practice 
when men." 

Obedience is the first thing a mother has to teach ; 
first, both in order and time, and the foundation of 
all the rest. Obedience must first be taught as a 
habit, and soon after inculcated as a duty. 

A mother should assiduously cultivate the spirit 
of curiosity in a child, and, instead of always call- 
ing him to learn, should prompt his desire to be 
informed. 

Young children must be sometimes contradicted 
in their wishes — ^but never merely for the purpose 
of teaching them submission, by taking from them 
some thing they are pleased with. 

Habits of employment, and a love of ustfal em- 
ployment, should be taught to children ; they are 
not so mischievous, for the mere love of mischief, 
as they are supposed to be. If they destroy articles, 
it is sometimes for the purpose of investigation, 
and, oflener still, for want "-"of proper employment, 
which ought to be furnished to them. -In very early 
childhood, a love of industry and honest independ- 
ence may be instilled into a child, by teaching 
him that it is honorable to be usefully employed. 
One little child may feel the pleasure and practice 
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the duty of UoeYolenoek by doiog ■rwoathaig fo 
the oomfort of a tender babe still more belpleM 
th4A itselC 

It is of the first importaoce for a mother to ear. 
tablish io the mind of her child, an entire confix 
danoe in herself — ^in her wisdom, kindness, trutb^ 
and irresistible authority. 

Truth, sincerity, candor, and ingenuousness ara 
cardinal virtues to be taught to children. Simplio> 
ity is the beauty of a child's character; and hsf 
should be taught from the beginning to act i^kxl 
principle, and not for the sake of being well thou^pbfe 
of or rewarded. 

Domestic afiections should be most assiduously, 
cultivated. When the second baby is bom, tha 
first child should, if old enough to understand' tfaa 
mattw, be congratulated, and taught to regard it 
as an acquisition by which his happiness is to be 
increased, and in whose wel&re he is to take an 
interest, in conjunction with his parents. The child 
who is taught afiectionate obedience to parents, and 
justice and kindness toward his little equals round 
the: domestic hearth, is being trained to fill with 
propriety the station and relations of future life. 

Out of the babe grows the child ; from the child, 
the youlii ; from the youth, the man ; and from the. 
man, the immortal — ^and that immortal will be an 
heir of glory or a child of perdition* Let this be 
rtmembered from the begiiming, and ever acted 
upon. 

Disdpline in a fiunily is what the public admin- 



h^tnldfm of justbe is to a state ; wiiere it Is \raiit* 
ing, Ukere may be very good laws, but they will 
remain a dead letter, and the reign of crime and 
ooninsion be the certain ooneeqoence. 

Religion should not be regarded as one science 
among many, the inculcation of which is a part of 
good education, but it must be the yital principle 
dii^sing itself through all instruction, all rules, all 
authority, aH discipline, all example. At what age 
ii it proper, it may be asked, to begin teaching 
c^ldren religion ? Their father and mother are, if 
tme and consistent Christians, religion embodied 
and alire. And as soon as they begin to know 
lileir parents, they begin to know something about. 
lid^ion. A very young child is quite aware that 
Ms parents speak to Okx whom they do not see, 
and inquiring thoughts are awakened in his mind, 
before he can express them in words.* 

And now, then, to sum up all, consider a mother's 
charge-^Hin immortal creature ; a mother's duty — 
to train him lip fbr Gk>d, heaven, and eternity ; a 
mother's dignity — to educate the family of the Al- 
mighty Creator of the universe; a mother's difll- 

* Some of these muxims are taken Arom a work of the 
late Mrs. Copley, published by the Tract Society, and en- 
Med, ** The Young Mother ; or, Affectionate Adrioe to an 
Uaaianned Danghter." A work which is most ssaneMly 
i«senaB«nded to all yoong xaothera, or who haye the pros* 
pect of beooBung such, as oontoining more sound, practieaU 
and yaluable adyioe on the physical, intellectual, and moral 
training ot young children, than any book I am acquainted 
With. 
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0ii]ty — lo train a fiJleo, sinful creature to holinMi 
and yirtue; a mother's privilege^the promise of 
Divine giaoe to assist her in her momentous duties ; 
a mother's relief—to bear the burden of her cares 
to God in prajer ; and a mother's hope — to meet 
her child in glor j everlasting, and spend eternal 
afss of deli|^t with him before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 

But are wu>tkert only to engage in this work of 
educating their children for God 1 No. Fathers, 
I speak to you, for the Bible speaks to you : ^^ Y^ 
fitthers, provoke not your children to wrath; but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." I have addressed this sermon to your vrives, 
because on them first devolves the duty of training 
the in&nt mind; not, however, to exonerate yon 
from, but to engage them in this blessed work, and 
prepare the children for your hands. Not that they 
will ever, or should ever, give up their assiduities or 
withdraw their influence. No. A mother's power 
is, perhaps, as great when judiciously exerted over 
the adult, as over the infant child. But you, when 
the children are growing up, must join your solid- 
tude and labors with hers. They are your children 
as well as hers. Grod will require their souls at 
your hands as well as hers. Are you exercising 
your authority, caving your instruotions, pouring 
out yoQr prayers, affording your example, for the 
salvation of your children ? Is it your wish, your 
ambition, your endeavor, your supplication, that 
they may be religious men, or only rich onest 
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Are you pouring your influence into the same' chan- 
nel as your holy wife ? Are you helping or hinder- 
ing her in her pious solicitude for the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of your joint offspring? Happy, 
happy couple ! where there is sympathy of feeling, 
and similarity of sentiment in the most momentous 
oontern that can engage the attention of man, of 
angels, or of God — religion. Where the husband 
and the wife are of one mind and one heart, not 
only in reference to themselves, but in regard also 
to their children, and both are engaged in training 
li&em up for everlasting glory ; I can liken audi a 
oouple, in their benevolent efforts for their children's 
welfiire, only to the two angels who were sent down 
from heaven to the rescue of Lot, and who, with 
holy and beneficent violence, took him by the haii4 
to pluck him Arom the burning dty, and ocmducted 
him to the place of safety prepared by the mercy 
of Almighty Gk)d. 

35 
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APPENDIX. 

BxvcB this Mnnon wm eompoflcd and partly printed, I 
hare reoeiyed the following letter : 

** DcAB. Mb.. JAME8»-In your next sermon to Tonng 
Women, will you kindly giye some adyice to commofi'plaee 
mothers, who, not gifted with extraordinary afifection, or 
extraordinary patience, are apt to be sadly worried with 
the incessant and multifarious claims of a large little fam- 
ily ; especially where a limited income in^Kises unremitting 
toil to arrange for ordinary domestic comfort ; and the nu- 
merous inmates of a small house almost preclude the re- 
ifteshment of solitary closet intercourse with that Heayenly 
Father who rewardeth openly. As a class, we would gladly 
be instructed how to ayoid, or, at least, to surmount the 
impatience and irritation so frequently engendered by the 
perplexities of the nursery and tJie school-room ; the hasty 
speech, the angpry action, which must be not only a hin- 
drance to maternal influence, but perhaps eyen a hindrance 
to the efficacy of a mother's prayers. 

** Excuse the liberty I take in thus writing to you, and 
with many thanks for your past yaluable hints, 

** Belieye me, dear sir, yours yery respectfully, 

**A CoMMoir-Pi^ACx MoTHxa." 

November, 1SS%. 

This letter claims and awakens my tenderest sympathy 
for the class of mothers to whom it appertains ; I mean 
women without the adyantages of wealth, the aocommo- 
dations of a nursery, and the help of seryants to lighten 
the load of maternal cares, and to assist in the performance 
of maternal duties ; women who must oyer be in the midst 
of the peTpetually-recurring trials of temper to which the 
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dremnstanees of a large little ftmily must erer expose 
them ; and who may fancy themselyes, aa to intellectual 
and other qnaUfieations, only ** Common-place mothers.** 
Let sneh women not despond as if they were but slenderly 
fitted for their duties. The writer of the letter aboYe 
giyen, gives full eyidenoe that she is not disqualifi^ for a 
mother's functions, so far as mental ability is concerned ; 
but perhaps she, and others in her situation, may haye 
something yet to learn and acquire as to temper and man- 
ner. It is eyident she is in danger in these respects. The 
waywardness and Areaks of unamiable disposition in her 
children produce petulance and irritability, and lead, 
perhaps, too often, on her part, to unseemly anger. A 
scold, a slap, or a shake, sometimes take the place of a 
mild but firm expostulation, and calm correction. To her, 
and to all in her situation, we say, what you need, and. 
what you must put forth all your constant and determined 
effort, and wrestling supplication with God, to obtain, is 
the complete subjugation of your temper. Tou must' 
bring this under control. You must acquire forbearance, 
patience, and a calm serenity. It will cost you much 
'trouble and much prayer to attain it; but God's grace 
will be sufficient for you. I do not, of course, counsel you 
to seek after that apathetic, easy indifference which lets 
the children take their own course, and for the sake of a 
little ease throws up the reins of discipline. Still a 
mother must often haye eyes, and not see; ears, and not 
hear. A ftissing, fidgety notice of eyery little thing that 
goes wrong in the temper of all the children, will keep her 
in perpetual misery. To all, then, who are in the situa- 
tion of *<The Common-place Mother," I again and again, 
with all possible emphasis,, say, subdue your irritability, 
and acquire a calm, patient, forbearing, loying, and serene 
mind. God will help you if you seek it. You must not 
think such a firame of mind unattainable, nor allow your 
proyocations and temptations to be an apology for your 
little sallies of bad temper. 
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1W ikftitmat. pw^a^* Ia the qmo of such mothen i8» 
UmI Ui^ 4id aM hegim vtlL The first child was not well 
MMM^pd. 8«di hahitii eiepi on, and now> with the tunHj 
iMraoif^ t% m dlfteolt to break them. I haye known eren 
iMfOfc i«i7 laift UlUe ftoDuUes, where, by good temper, 
yfc <i e n g e» and kindneas* nuxed with firmness, on the part 
if Ike ■iii>lker, aided bj » wise, kind, firm father, and 
wkeM lk«re w«re f^w donestio aooommodations, the chil- 
<)bNiii w«t« aU weQ^aaaaged, and the parents happy. 

U w^mM fiesillj oonifi>rt» help, and eneourage these 
» (i tk e ro » if, where a«oh inatitntions were formed, they 
«M«ftMi Ike meetinti of Mothen' Societies. There is a 
^eiy we)I-«Nid«eted eae, which assembles eyery fortnight 
ki Ike eiaw f eom of C«rr*s Lane Chapel, and I recommend 
«f waknowm eorrespoiid«it, and others of her class, to 
jeua the aociettj. They need «ioonragement, and at such 
meluigit Ikfij find it. 

M xegwt^ wk»t is said about the opportunity far 
pti^p«r,l caii kardly admit » crowded house to ke an ex- 
MM to Ike MSlect of tkis. Erery mother has her own 
ekatker «t oommand, » little sanctuary to which, when 
iBfknl Toieea are husked in sleep, she can repair, and pour 
Wii k«r keart to God to ker children, and breathe oyer 
MNse of tkea, slumbering, perkups, on the bed at which 
■ke kneeb, » notker's prayers. Besides, how much of 
]pny«r» silent and ^aculntory, yet sincere, fervent, and 
believing, may be presented to Qod, without the formali- 
ties «f devotion, or the retirement of the closet. 

I again say, let no mother despair of herself because 
ake does not possess high intellectual qualifications ; the 
more of these ther« are, of course the better ; but a tem- 
per under control--a patient, loving, forbearing dispod- 
tioa--a mild firmness a gentle, but constant maintenance 
of parental authority — a judicious administration of re- 
wards and correction, will enable any woman to fill her 
place with efficiency, thou^ she may think herself to be 
«« A GouBtQik-i^aiQe Mother.'* 
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"Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her prio* i« 
fax abov« rubies." — ^Fbovbsbs xxzi 10. 

If any one should desire a book which combines 
grandeur of subject with beauty of expression ; the 
sublimest theolc^y with the soundest morality ; the 
widest Tariety of topic, with an obvious unity of 
design; the most ancient history, with the most 
fascinating poetry ; the profoundest philosophy, 
with the plainest maxims of human conduct ; pa- 
thetic narratives, with picturesque descriptions of 
diaracter; in short, a book whidi shall as truly 
gratify the taste by the elegance of its composition, 
as it shall sanctify the heart by the purity of its 
doctrines ; and thus, while it opens the glories of 
heaven, and prepares the soul for possessing and 
enjoying them, shall furnish a source of never- 
failing pleasure upon earth — ^I say, if sudi a book 6$ 
sought for, it can be found in the Bible, and onljf in 
the Bible. This precious volume more than an- 
swers the description just given. Where, in all 
the range of inspired or uninspired literature, can 
be found a delineation of female exocUenoe, 1 will 
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not say equal to, but worthy to be compared with, 
that which forms the subject of the present discourse! 
We have here a picture, of which it is difficult to 
say which is the most striking, the correctness of 
the drawing, or the richness of the coloring. Both 
display a master's hand, and though delineated three 
thousand years ago, it is still true to nature, when 
we have removed some of the effects of time, re- 
touched some of the lines that have been clouded 
and obscured by length of years^ and thrown in a: 
few explanatory additions, to adapt it to modem 
h»l»ts. it is impossible to look at it without admi- 
ratibn and delight. It adds to the interest, to know 
tint it is the production of a female artist. It is 
the description of a good wife, drawn by the hand 
of a mother, for the guidance of her son in the 
Sneddon of a companion for life. They are ^^ the 
words of King Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother 
taught him." Who this man was is a matter of 
uncertainty. It was not Solomon, as some hove 
supposed. The original Hebrew has many Cfaalda- 
isiias, which are found in no other part of the book 
of Proverbs, and which afford a cogent ailment 
that it was written by another hand, and perhaps 
after ihe captivity. The whole passage is written 
with great art, being a kind of poem, containing 
tweuty^wo verses, of which each in succession, like 
some of the Psalms, begins with a different letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet. Whoever Lemuel might 
have been, he had the privilege of a most eminent 
ntothftr. "^Iba »iiT{tf»!&%i^x^ ^^cms witJt whieh the 
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fk$f^ ocffamenoes, oompoaed by this diatinguisbed 
voman for her son^ wheu ia the flower of youth 
and high expectation, ariB an inimitable prodoction, 
9s ^ell in req>eot to their actual materials, as the 
delicacy with which they are selected. Instead of. 
attempting to lay down rules concerning matters 
of slia^ and political government, the illustrious 
writer confines herself, with the nicest and mosi 
beeonuing art, to a recommendation of the gentler 
Ti^rtiKes of temperance, benevolence, and mercy) and 
to a minute and unparalleled delineation of the. 
female character, which might bid fairest to promote^ 
t^ hap|H9ess of her son in connubial lifc'V What 
a paittern of maternal excellence is this mother of.. 
King JLemuel, and we may well imagine, that in^ 
t|u3 inimitable portrait she drew her own ljkenes$«v 
Wh*t sons we should see, if aJl were blessed wiik, 
such n^iothers as she was ! 

in taking up this delineation, we shall consider: 
nRST, the inquiry which introduces it* ^' Who eaa 
fipd a virtuous woman 1 for her price is &r aboi^e 
itibies." This interrogation implies the rtirity and 
t]|B worth of the object sought. The question 
iBIght have been more forcible in those times than 
in ours, for such a blessing might have been, and no 
doubt was, more scarce than it is now* True it is,, 
the picture is so admirable, that even now a perfect 
resemblance is not to be found everywhere. Yet,, 
if «ilLtraordinary excellence is not often found» ha^ 
p^y that whidi is far above mediocrity is by n^j 
memBTta^ An4why should there npt be m ^Vejry ^ 
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female bosom mi intense desire to rise to a perfrd 
conformity to this beautiful pattern f How muok 
more to be valued by her happy possessor is this, 
than all the jewels with which so many women ars 
fond of being decked, or than the larg^t and the 
purest diamond in the mines of the east-! 

We proceed, sscondlt, to consider the exquisite 
delineation of '^ the virtuous woman" now before 
us. But really I feel as if to touch it were to spoil 
it, and as though comments were almost like paint- 
ing the tulipy perfuming the rose, or attempting to 
add brilliancy to the sun. 

instead of following the order of the vfrses, and 
adopting the r^ular expository method, I shall 
give a formal arrangement, for the completion of 
which, in something like symmetrical relation of 
parts, I shall dislocate the verses and place them 
under separate heads and titles. The authoress 
reserves piety for the climax, or culminating point 
of her description, and winds up the whole thus : 
'^ Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a worn- 
an that feareth the Lord she shall be praised." I 
shall make this our ^tor^n^-point. We would re* 
mark, that the l&mily to which the matron here 
described is supposed to belcmg is one in good cir- 
cumstances, to the prosperity of which her own 
conduct aud wise management materially contrib- 
ute. We shall consider^ 

I. Her piety^ as set forth in the verses just 
quoted, in which the essence of true religion is com* 
prised in that phrase—'' Th$ fimr of the Lord:^ 
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^4^ m^mB the cultivation and exeicifle of aU 
right and holy dispositions toward God. Yes, this 
is religion, to have the heart right toward God. 
And we hold that this is not merely the gilded 
ornament that towers upward to heaven, and crowns 
and beautifies the building at the apex, though it is 
all this ; but it is more than this, for it is the base 
of the whole structure, and supports the noble pyra- 
niid of its varied excellences. It is this which 
makes them strong and stable, and insures at once 
their proportions and their perpetuity. True piety, 
instead of setting aside a single female excellence, 
clQtbe$ them all with a Divine sanction, harmonizes 
the dem^ds of God with the claims of man, con- 
verts the ordinary duties of domestic life into a 
means of preparation for that glorious world where 
the social ties no longer exist, and softens the caresi 
aoxieties and sorrows, with which woman's lot in 
this world is but too often sadly oppressed. What- 
ever elae a woman may be, without this sthe is 
lamentably deficient. " Favor," or as the word sig- 
nifies, gracefulness^ '^is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain." The face of a beautifiil woman ought to be 
an index of the mind ; and when all is fair without, 
as it is said of the king's daughter in the Psalm, all 
should be glorious within. Never does an ill-fur- 
nished mind and an ill-favored heart appear more 
revolting than when seen united, and in contrast^ 
with personal attractions. And yet how often do> 
elegance of manners, and loveliness of person, con- 
ceal dispositions which are in perfect contrast with 
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them, and bittedy disappoint the man who has been 
captivated by them, and who in his choice of a 
wife has been led by no other considerations than 
mere personal diarms. " Let beauty have its dae 
praise, and suppose what you will of it — suppose 
all that the poets say of it to be true, still the text 
tells you it is vain, it is in its nature transient, fleet- 
ing, perishing ; it is the flower of the spring which 
must fade in autumn ; and when the blossom faHs, 
if no fruit succeeds, of what value, I pray, is the^ 
tree 1 The grave is already opening for the most 
elegant person that moves, and the worms are wait- 
ing to feed on the fairest face that is beholden.*' 
But religion is an excellance and a beauty which 
time can not corrode, old age wrinkle, disease spoU, 
nor death destroy ; but which, after living and thriv* 
ing amid all other decays in this world, shall flour- 
ish in the next in all the vigor of immortal youth. 

II. We next note here conjugal excellence. 

'' The heart of her husband doth safely trust in 
her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She 
will do him good, and not evil, all the days of her 
life."— 11, 12. 

Those are good really, who are good relatively ; 
and especially in wedded life. Confidence between 
man and wife is the basis of domestic happiness. 
There can not possibly be happiness where this is 
wanting. Suspicion and jealousy must drive felio* 
ity out of doors. In regard to the ^Wirtuous 
woman," her husband trusts her chastity. Her 
fidelity is as inviolable as the covenant of the Most 
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Higky and h^ purity ussullied m the light of 
heaven. What a torment is jealousy in the bo* 
aom of husband or wife ! wormwood and gall are 
sweet to it. He trusts her JltkUHf in the manage- 
ment of his affiurs, and knows that all his dcnnestic 
interests are safe in her hands. With such a man- 
ager at home, he can go without anxiety to his 
daily business — travel to distant places — or remain, 
when necessary, by ever so long an absence, away 
from home. He shall have " no need of spoil :" 
riiall have no necessity, Uirough an improvidmil 
and unthrifby wife, for spoiling others of their prop* 
erty. ^ He need not," says Matthew Henry, '^ be 
piping and scraping abroad, as those must be| 
whose wives are proud and wasteful at home." 
She manages his ailairs, so that he is always before- 
hand, and has such plenty of his own, that he is in 
no temptation to prey upon his neighbors. He 
thinks himself so happy in her, that he envies not 
those who have most of the wealth of this world ; 
he needs it not-~he has enough in having sudi a 
wife. Happy the couple that have such satisfae* 
tion as this in each other ! It is too well known 
to be denied, that if many husbands make their 
wives wretched by their unkindness, many wives 
make their husbands poor by unthriftiness. Many 
a man has been tempted lo cheat his creditors 
through the improvidence, bad management, and 
extravagance of his wife. The *^ virtuous woman" 
will study to do her husband good, and to avoid 
doing him evil, all the days of her life. %e will 
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be inventiTe, ingenioas, and laborious to promote 
hift oomfort, his health, and his raterests, wifl 
smoothsn by her sweet words his bmw, wtai 
wrinkled witii a^re ; hush the sigh that miifortdM 
extorts fiom hb bosom ; will answer with ge&tle- 
Bess the sharp words that in moments of irritatjoa 
drop from his lips — and will do all this, not by fits 
and starts in genial moods, but oonttnually. 

Bat this is not all ; for, on looking onward in the 
chapter, we find another reference to her oondast 
and influenoe as a wife. '^ Her husband is iuiown 
in the gates, when he sitteth among die ^ders of 
the land." — 2S* By the gates are meant the plaoe 
of magisterial assembly and business, which, in a&r 
cisnt times, was in apartments over the gates oi^ 
eity. bk these public convocations, a good wii^ wifi 
make her husband known, and add to his piiblie 
reputation in various ways. Her prudent conduct 
In her domestic arrangements will enable him to 
leave home with confidence to att^id to publie 
business. She is not so engrossing of his compattj^ 
as to prevent his becoming a public benefiietor and 
blessing. By the happiness which she imparts to 
him at their own fireside, she sends him abroad, 
not with a downcast look, as if he had left a heavy 
trouble at home, or carried it everywhere wiUi 
him; but with a cheerful countenance, as though 
he had just come from the scene and seat of his 
chief eartiily bliss. By her proper care of his per* 
sonal appearance, in the el^ance and neatness of 
his apparel, and which, in ancient tnuea^ was the 
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r work of her bands ; and especially by the force of 
her holy example suataining and encouraging his 
excellence, she raises the honor and increases the 
respect of her husband. He is better known and 
more esteemed as the husband of such a wife. 
Can a woman rise to higher honors than this — to be 
so excellent and estimable as to augment the public 
respectability of her husband ? Still, let husbands 
take care that they do not shine only in borrowed 
aplendor, and stand indebted for all their esteem to 
their wives. Let them so act, and be such men, that 
the honor they receive on account of their wives be 
only an addition tc> the greater honor that belongs 
to themselves.. It is the comfort and glory of a 
man, to be Metier known and more respected, on ao- 
eount ^f his wife ; but it is to his discredit to be 
known and respected only by his wife. It is a 
,poor, mean affair for a man to go through sodety 
with no better patent than his wife's excellence. 
Such a woman must feel herself, though in one 
sense exalted, in another degraded, by being the 
wife of a mati who has no public honor but what 
he derives from her. It must bring misery when 
the husband finds himself ever in a total edipse of 
his wife ; except, indeed, he be too stupid to feel 
it. Alas for the wife of such a man ! Let this in* 
duce care and caution in the formation of the mar* 
riage-union. Unequal matches are not often happy 
ones. 

ni. Observe, now, her industry as a woman, 
** She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh wfll* 
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ingly with her hands. She layeth her hands to tllft 
spindle, and her hands hold the distaff" — 13, 19. 

This is in allusion to the customs of the times, 
and is a description of personal hahits of manual 
labor and energetic employment. All textures of 
I wool and flax, cotton and silk, were, before the in- 
yention of machinery, woven out of thread and 
yam, spun by the hand, through the instrumentality 
of the distaff and the spindle. Nor was this ooed* 
pation confined exclusively to the laboring classes; 
for queens, princesses, and peeresses disdained not 
to be thus employed, amid the more courtly ocon- 
pations of their rank.* 

It is well worthy of attention, that out of the 
twenty-two verses of this elegant poem, eleven are 
taken up in setting forth the virtue and practice of 

*Muiy of the olassio aathors refer to this: HooMr, 
both ia hie liiad and his Odyssey, allades to it. So does 
Virgil ; end Oyid edyiees maidens, if they would haye the 
fayor of Minerra, to learn to use the distaff, to card, and to 
spin. Lucretia was found spinning with her maids, whm 
her husband yisited her from the camp. The weol spun by 

; Tarquin's wife with the distaff and spindle, long remained 
in the temple. Alexander the Qreat is said to haye shown 
to the Persian princesses his garments made by his mother. 
Our English records of female royalty furnish similar 
proofs of hand-industry. The magnificent, far-famed tap- 

' estry of Bayeux was the work of William the First's queen. 
The messengers of Henry to Katherine of Arragon, an- 
nouncing her diyorce, found her with a skein of red silk 
round her neck, being at work with her maids. Beautiful 
memorials are still preseryed of Queen Katherine Parr's 
manual skill. — Bridges^on the Proverbs. 
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the matron's indtutty, in Its various relations and 
duties. And her industry is represented as emi* 
nently utilitarian. Indolence is sometimes thought 
and said to be one of the failings to which women 
are exposed; especially in single, and more fre- 
quently in high life. It is censurable even there ; 
how much more in the state of matrimony ; and 
they who are given up to it as maidens, are in ini* 
minent peril of carrying the habit forward into the 
state of the wife, the mother, and the mistress. 
An indolent woman at the head of the domestic 
eoonomy, must throw all into confusion. It is 
neither asked nor expected that her energies should 
be expended on works which belong to servants) 
but an active female, even where there are servants 
at command, might always find something to cTo 
without stepping out of her proper place. The 
mistress of an establishment, especially if she be 
also a wife and a mother, can never plead want of 
occupation as an excuse for personal laziness. 
What a sad example does such a woman set to 
her servants and her children ! No vice is more 
contagious than this, nor is any example more 
likely to be imitated by those around.* 

* Simonides* a Greek poet, who lived very early in Qre- 
oian history, was the author of the oldest satire extant. 
He employed his sarcastio powers on the female sex. He 
tells us that the gods formed the souls of women out of those 
seeds and principles which compose several kinds of ani- 
mals and elements ; and that their good and bod disposi- 
tions arise in them according as such and such seeds an4 
principles predominate in their oonstltations. The slu^ty 
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IV. We next notice her thrifliness as a wife and 
female head of a family. 

**She oonsidereth a field, and buyeth it; with the 
fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard'* — ^16. 
** She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; and deliver- 
eth girdles unto the merchant" — 24. " She per- 
ceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle 
goeth not out by night" — 18.* 

the scold, the sluggard, the canning, the variable, the ob- 
sequions, the morose, the yain, the ill-favored, and the 
industrious, are all traced back to their original prototypes ; 
and perhaps the ingenuity of my readers, without any 
help from me, will enable them to recognize what animals 
and elements most appropriately set forth these qualities 
of human character. " The tenth and last species," says 
the poet, <* were made out of the bee ; and happy is the 
man who gets such an one for his wife. She is altogether 
faultless and unblameable. Her family flourishes and im* 
proves by her good management. She loves her husband, 
and 18 beloved by him. She brings him a race of beauliAil 
and virtuous children. She distinguishes herself among 
her sex. She is surrounded with graces. She never sits 
among the loose tribe of women, nor passes away her time 
with them in wanton discourses. She is tvXl of virtue and 
prudenoe, and is the best wife that Jupiter can bestow on 
man." 

*< I shall conclude these iambics," says the writer in the 
Spectator, ** with the motto of this paper, which is a frag- 
ment of the. same author: * A man can not possess any 
thing that is better than a good woman, or any thing worse 
than a bad one.* " — Spectator, vol. iii. 200. 

^ It may be doubted whether in the state of society to 
which this description belongs there were any manufkctur- 
srs of household stofb, but suKdi as were thus produced in 
ftmilies, and the demand having no other sooree of supply, 
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From th^se verses it is apparent that in earljr 
times women were extensively employed even in 
buying and selling, in such matters as suited their 
sex ; and did not withdraw their attention from 
other duties, in aiding their husbands to increase 
the wealth and comforts of their families. This 
manu&ctory in the house, this traffic with the 
merchants, this buying a piece of ground and 
planting a vineyard, sounds hardly feminine in our 
ears ; but it gives us an insight into those times, 
and shows how little the tyranny of man over wom- 
an, which afterward prevailed in Eastern countries 

siimulaied domestic prodaotion to an extent of which we 
esa hardly haye any adequate conception. Many families 
w««ld |«odiioe mnoh more than they could eonsumei and* 
S0 there was always a demand and a profitahle remuaer^n 
tion for such products, a thrifty housewife would be in^ 
dustrious herself, and keep all hands at work, especially 
at those articles, the fine linen and girdles, which were 
xnoet in demand. The traveling merchants called at the 
lioiiMS of the people, bought up their artidei, and then re* 
M4d them. At the present day, we see oifored for sals in 
Eastern towns, either at first or second-hand, the outar 
garments, spun and woven by the Arab females in their 
tents, the admired carpets made by the women of Persia, 
and even the rich embroideries and other elegant produc- 
tions of the needle, which are prepared by the town ladies 
mihut hwwoB.—Kitto's "Daily mu Illuatratiotu" on 
this chapter. I can not lose this opportunity of recommend- 
ing, in the strongest language and most emphatic manner I 
can command, this invaluable series of books. I believe, 
for the elucidation of the historic parts of Scripture, there 
is nothing oon^arablewith tjh^m in the English or juyo^- 
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w lame rolled on, had jet been practiced. Woman 
Is here seen as man's companion, counselor and 
helper, even to the making of provision for the 
support of the &milj. Modem customs render 
this, to a considerable extent, unnecessary. Wom- 
an's place, ordinarily, is the parlor and the nursery, 
rather than the shop. Buying and selling are the 
busmess of the husband, and taking care of the 
fionily that of the wife ; and the less, as a general 
role, the latter has to do with the former the bet- 
ter. It is an indelible reproach to any man, to 
live in idleness upon the labors of his wife, and 
leave her to provide for the children also. A 
mcmth's labor at the treadmill, or a month's pen- 
ance on bread and water, would be a suitable reg- 
imen for such drones. Yet necessity dispenses 
with ordinary laws ; and where there are no chil- 
dren to be provided for, or where their comfort 
and education can be attended to also, it is by no 
means an unseemly spectacle to witness a clever 
«nd devoted woman occasionally at the side of her 
husband in the scenes of his trade. This applies, 
of course, only to small concerns, for in large ones 
there is no need of it. No wife will feel herself de- 
graded by such occupations. The grateful and af* 
iectionate smile of her husband, and the conscious- 
ness that she is lightening his cares and aiding him 
to support his family, will be an ample reward for 
her labor.* 

* It is, howerer, a great unhappinesB for tlie laboring 
cli BiM of thk sad ofltsrmaniiiketaring towns, that msitisd 
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V. We notice, next, hibr judgment and skill in her 
domestic arrangements, 

" She riseth, also, while it is jet night, and giveth 
meat to her household, and a portion to her maid- 
ens" — 15. "She looketh well to the ways of her 
household, and eateth not the bread of idleness" — ^27. 
" Her candle goeth not out by night" — 19. " She 
is like the merchants' ships : she bringeth her food 
from afar" — 14. ** She is not afraid of the snow 
for her household, for all her household are dothed 
with scarlet:" or, as it should be rendered, "in 
double garments^^ — 21. 

How many points there are here worthy of no- 
tice and imitation ! She knows the value of time, 
and redeems it, and makes the day as long as she 
can by early rising. Nothing wastes time mote 
than unnecessary slumbers. Sleep is a temporary 
death, and no more of it should be taken than pre- 
pares for a healthful resurrection in the morning. 
Even the rising of our Lord from the grave took 
place very early in the morning, as if, among the 
minor lessons he would teach us by the very circum* 

women, who are not only wives, hut mothers, are so estea- 
sivoly employed in our mannfootories. In some oaeea it may 
be neoessary , and even beneficial ; but, as a general practice, 
it is fraught with much discomfort to the family. And, in 
order to render it unnecessary, let the husband be more 
industrious, more sober, more temperate in all things ; and 
fbrego the earnings of his wife at the manufactory, thai 
she may be looking after her ohildren, and providing him 
with a olean, comfortable, and well-ordered home. This 
tikes awaj one temptalifm to frequent the ale«henM. 
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sUmoes of that wondrous and glorious events <»e ^ 
that our own morning figure of the resurrection, in 
rising from our bed, should take place early. A 
slothful woman, who wastes the precious hours of 
prime in bed, is a sad example to her family. How 
can she teach the valuable habit of early rising to 
her children and servants ; or, how can she " look 
well to the ways of her household, and give meat 
to her maidens," by setting in order her household 
affairs, if she leave not her downy pillow till the 
day is far spent] And then, it is said of the good 
wife, ** her candle goeth not out by night." When 
the days are short and the nights long, she takes 
no advantage of this for the indulgence of sloth, 
Though early up to lengthen the day at that end, 
■he is not in haste to retire to rest, and so shorten it 
at the other. Eadi hour has its work, and the work 
^f the hour is done in the hour. The ways of her 
household are the constant matter of oversight and 
ilispection. And such is the fruit of her good mao- 
agemMit, that when winter comes, her servants and 
ohildren need not fear frost or snow, for, both in- 
side and out, they are protected from the cold. 
How interesting a scene is it, on a bleak, cheerless 
day, when the east wind is piercing, and the sleet is 
driving before it, to see a large family, through the 
activity of an industrious and kind mother and mis- 
tress, all clad in warm garments. In a complete 
sense of ** looking well to the ways of her houser 
hold," it must include not only good housewifery^ 
1)ttt a pro]^T Sit^TLtlon to their moral, habits^ th^ 
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religious instruction, attendance on the means of 
grace, giving them time for secret prayer and read- 
ing God's Word, the daily ordinance of family wor- . 
ship, the careful observance of the Sabbath, anxious 
watchfulness over their manners, habits, and connec- 
tions ; in short, considering servants, not as beasts 
of burden, not as mere mercenaries, but as a 
solemn and responsible trust for God and eternity. 
Who can have the claim to the title of a virtuous 
ttoman, who does not feel this weight of family 
responsibility ?* And what a responsibility ! Let 
every mistress read it, tremble and pray. We 
most urgently enjoin all the acquirements of good 
and clever housewifery, of frugality without stingi- 
ness, plenty without profusion, attention without 
slavery, order without fastidiousness, dispatch with- 
out hurry, and elegance without extravagance. 
" This bear in mind," said an accomplished writer, 
m giving his advice to his son, when he is directing 
him as to the choice of a wife, " that if she is not 
firugal, if she is not what is called a pood manager^ 
if she does not pique herself on her knowledge of 
family affairs, and laying out her money to the best 
advantage, let her be ever so sweetly tempered, 
gracefully made, or elegantly accomplished, she is 
no wife for a tradesman ; and all these amiable 
talents will but open just so many ways to ruin. 
In short, remember your mother, who was so ex- 
quisitely versed in this art, that her dress, her table, 
and every other particular, appeared rather splendid 

* Bridges. 
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thaa otherwise; and yet, good housewifery was j 
the foundation of all ; and her bills, to my certaia 
knowledge, were a fourth less than most of her 
neighbors, who had hardly cleanliness to bpast, in 
return for their awkward liberality," This is all 
true, and all good, as far as it goes. But then, it h 
not enough, for to this must be added all that moral 
and religious oversight and care, which Mr. Bridges, 
in the above quotation, has so justly included in it, 
VI. I may introduce now her conduct as a mother, 
'* Her children arise up, and call her blessed" — ^28, 
Happy the children of such a mother, who receive 
the lessons of wisdom taught them by her lips, as 
well as by the example of piety, prudence, and 
sobriety which she set them in her conduct. With 
their character formed under the plastic influence 
of. her own, and the consciousness how much they 
owe to her influence, they rise up around her wiA 
feelings of gratitude and veneration; when sur- 
rounded with families of their own, they teach her 
grand-children to reverence her ; and when she has 
descended to the tomb, they pour those blessings 
over her grave which they had during her life been 
accustomed to ofler round her chair, or in their 
evening prayer for her welfare. Let it be the holy 
and honorable ambition of every mother to be 
crowned with the blessings of her children, which 
she that is foolish or sinful never can be. Let 
every mother seriously ponder what she would 
xeally wish her daughters to be ; what by general 
consent they would be praised for being, and thai 
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itt^ her be herself. The mother should be as 
perfect a model as possible fot her daughters to 
knitate. 

In mj last sermon I gave directions to young 
mothers in reference to the early training of their 
children; let me now give a few hints to tlvose 
whose children are rising up around them, or have 
become young men and women. I say, then, be 
much at home yourselves, and that is the way. If 
your temper, spirit, and conduct be loving And 
agreeable, to keep them at home. Make them fond 
hi your society, by causing them to feel that you 
are fond of theirs. Throw an air of cheerfulness 
over the circle. A mother's smile is the sunshine 
of the domestic group, in which all delight to bask. 
Be happy yourselves, and you will then make your 
Aildren happy around you. And yet let it not be 
A cheerfulness that degenerates into levity. Notb* 
Sog can be more unseemly than a frivolous mothei*, 
indul^ng in undignified mirth, or frothy, gossiping, 
or slanderous discourse, in the midst of grown-up 
sons and daughters. To be called a ^ rattle" is no 
commendation of a mother. Of all subjects on 
which a discreet mother will never joke with her 
dtildren, love and courtship will be the last. A 
wise and good woman will avoid all trifling with 
matters of such delicacy and importance. To her 
sons she will exhibit in herself the model after 
which she would wish them to choose a wife ; and 
ib her daughters, the pattern she would wish them 
to copy, should they ever become wives and moth- 
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ei:8 themselves. Hiere should be a Idlgh and digsd* 
fied bearing, softened by the tenderest affection; 
and a kindness and affability uncorrupted by a lovr 
familiarity. Her authority should insure the prompt 
obedience of her children, whatever be their age, as 
her wisdom should attract their confidence, and her 
love Jtheir gratitude and affection. She must be 
thus their companion, counselor, and comforter, 
and by the frankness of her own disposition encour- 
age theirs. They must be so treated as to be made 
to feel that they have no momentous secrets thej 
could wish to conceal from her. And especially 
should she exhibit to them all the holiness, the 
meekness, the consistency, the beauty and attract- 
iveness of true religion ; the sanctifying, humbling, 
spiritualizing power of genuine godliness in pros- 
perity, and all its Divine support and heavenly 
consolation in adversity, that they may be won by 
her exaniple to piety, and thus rise up not only on 
earth, and in time, but in heaven, and through all 
eternity, to call her blessed. 

VII. She is not destitute of taste and elegance, 
" She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ; her 
^slothing is silk and purple" — ^22. 

Though not addicted to the pride of dress, and 
the vanity of ornaments, she maintains, even by 
its external, conventional signs, her rank and sta- 
tion in society. Her wardrobe and her furniture 
are in keeping with her circumstances, her virtues^ 
and her industry. And it is right thej should lie. 
No, my female friends, religion is not at war with 
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elegance and good taste. It is itself the *^ beauty 
of holiness," and the richest and purest moral taste. 
Neither despise nor idolize these matters. Be 
neither a sloven nor a dressed doll ; neither the 
slave nor the cynic of fashion ; neither excite dis- 
gust by your want of attention to little matters of 
order, becomingness, and ornament : nor court ad- 
miration by splendor and expensiveness. Be con- 
sistent in all your modes with your station. Affect 
not the pride of meanness any more than that of 
magnificence. And as to the elegant occupations 
for leisure hours of modern times, we refer you 
back to what, in former sermons, we have said on 
the subject of accomplishments. 

VIII. Note her prudence in speech. 

"She openeth her mouth in wisdom"— 26. 

She thinks before she speaks ; and therefore nei- 
ther introduces. a bad subject, nor disgraces a good 
one by an improper manner of discoui*sing upon it. 
She has too just a sense of the value of the gift of 
speech, and too accurate an idea of the power of 
words for good or for evil, to employ tiiem in idle 
gossip, petty scandal, or slanderous backbiting. 
She is neither too taciturn, knowing that speech 
is given to be employed ; nor too talkative, equally 
knowing that "in the multitude of words there 
wanteth not sin" — Prov. x. 29. The apostle 
James saith : "If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man." This, perhaps, is still 
more true of a woman, inasmuch as she is thought 
to have a greater propensity to loquacity. The 

37 
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gift of speech is never more adorned than when 
employed in the soft and gentle tones of woman's 
voice, uttering the words of wisdom and kindness ; 
never more dissonant and repulsive than when her 
tongue is voluble in folly or falsehood, malice and 
passion. Have we not all known husbands, of 
whose time a large portion has been employed in 
explaining the mistakes, correcting the follies, heal- 
ing the feuds, and repairing the mischiefs of wives 
who opened their mouths, but not in wisdom 1 
While on the other hand, has not many an Abigail, 
by her discreet and timely interposition and wise 
address, averted the storm that was gathering over 
the family from the churlish language of Nabal, her 
husband 1 Blessed is that woman who knows how 
to charm, to repose the troubled thoughts of an 
angry or a vexed husband — who can discern when 
to be silent, and when to speak ; and how by the 
sweet harpings of her voice to lull his agitated 
mind, and drive the evil spirit out of his breast. 
Ah ! it is at home that this wisdom of speech is 
most wanted. What stormy scenes sometimes 
arise from the absence of it, which drive peace from 
the family, and fill it with harsh discords and fear- 
ful strifes! 

IX. Is benevolence no part of the spirit and con- 
duct of the virtuous woman ? Let the text reply, 

"In her tongue is the law of kindness" — 26, " She 
stretcheth out her hand to the poor ; yea^ she reach- 
eth forth her hands to the needy" — ^20. 

Her kindness begins with thoughts, goes on to 
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WQrdis, and ends in works. In her heart, it is as a 
principle of charity; upon her tongue, as a law to 
dictate gentle, and soothing, and pleasing words. 
She speaks, and her expressions are as the drop- 
pings of the honeycomb, or the falling of the dew. 
But her mercy is in her hand, as well as in her 
heart, and upon her lips. She does not merely say 
to the hungry and shivering, " Be ye warmed, and 
be ye filled," but she giveth them wherewith to 
satisfy their hunger and clothe their limbs. And 
her kindliness of disposition is the golden thread 
which runs through all her life, and binds up all her 
actions, not only into a womanly but saintly benev- 
olence. Her spindle and distaff, so industriously 
employed, are worked not for herself alone, but for 
the poor and needy. She is not so taken up with 
those within the circle of her family, as to forget 
those that are without. Her benevolence is like a 
spring, which not only refreshes and fertilizes the 
spot where it gushes up and makes all verdant 
round its margin, but flows onward to carry its 
benefits to those at a distance. She adorneth her- 
self with " silk and purple," and maketh " coverings 
of tapestry" for her own habitation, and clotheth 
her household in scarlet ; but then, also, like Dor- 
cas, she maketh garments for the poor. Oh, how 
beautifully does this feature of kindness come into 
the portrait; how does this diamond of mercy 
sparkle amid the other jewelry of this charming 
character. What a blank would the absence of it 
have made. How we should have turned away, 
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not with admiration, but with disgust, from this in- 
dustry, frugality, conjugal affection, good house- 
wifery, maternal excellency, prudence, and ele- 
gance, if all these virtues had been exhibited in the 
iron setting of selfishness, instead of the gold of 
mercy. If this pattern-woman for all household 
virtues had been presented to us so swallowed up 
in her own well-provided-for family, as to care 
nothing for the starving and naked &milies around 
her; why, then, a dark shadow would have fallen 
upon this otherwise bright character, and its lumin- 
ousness would have passed at once, if not into total, 
yet into partial eclipse. But it is not so. Mercy, 
like a mid-day sun, rises upon the scene, and sheds 
its luster upon all. Christian women, you, you, 
must be the brightest patterns of kindness and 
mercy which our selfish world contains, and add to 
temperance, patience, and godliness. Christian kind- 
ness and charity. 

X. Such a character can not be unnoticed or un- 
acknowledged ; nor can such excellence pass through 
the world without admiration and commendation; 
and we now, therefore, note the honor and esteem 
with which she is treated. 

'^ Strength and honor are her clothing; and she 
shall rejoice in time to come" — ^25. " Her husband 
also, and he praiseth her" — ^28. "Many daugh- 
ters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them 
all" — ^29. " Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praisetf'— aO. ^^G\n^ Viat of the fruits of her 
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hands, and let her own works praisie her in the 
gates" — 3i. 

She seeks not human applause, and therefore 
acts no theatrical part ; nor for the sake of praise, 
affects display. Content with the love and esteem 
of her husband, the veneration and affection of her 
children, and the respect of her friends, she is not 
anxious to obtrude herself upon public attention, to 
shine in brilliant circles, or to have even her excel- 
lence made the subject of general commendation. 
Still unsought praise will be given her. Sponta- 
neous tribute and free-will offerings of honor and 
respect will be paid her. Her husband will be 
the first to perceive, and the foremost to acknowl- 
edge her excellence. If a grateful man, he will 
make her sensible of his just appreciation of her 
excellences, not by mere fondling and caresses, but 
by respect for her judgment and character ; by 
commending her to her children, and bidding them 
follow her example. Cases do sometimes occur of 
men so inferior to their wives, and so conscious of 
that inferiority, as to be jealous of their ascendency 
in the family, and to be envious of the talents and 
the virtues they can not imitate. A husband, 
blessed with such a woman as is described in this 
chapter, should not be backward, on suitable occa- 
sions, to let others know the estimate he forms of 
her character. True it is that a wise man will not 
be ever talking of his wife's excellences; but he 
will, at proper seasons, feel a pride and a pleasure 
in exalting her in public estimation, and the^ public 
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will not fail to give her the fruits of her doings. 
" Let every one," says Bishop Patrick, " extol her 
virtue. Let her not want the just commendation 
of her pious labors. But while some are magnified' 
for the nobleness of their stock from whence they 
sprang, others for their fortune, others for their 
beauty, others for other things let the good deeds 
which she herself hath done be publicly praised in 
the greatest assemblies, where, if all men shall be 
silent, her own works will declare her excellent 
works." And to use the poetic language of an- 
other prelate, **The crown which her own hands 
have thus formed, shall be placed upon her head, as 
it were by general consent, even in this life; and 
her good deeds celebrated in public assemblies, 
shall dif!use an odor grateful as the smell of Eden, 
or as the cloud of frankincense ascending from the 
holy altar. When her task is ended, the answer of 
a good conscience, and the blessings of all around, 
sweeter than the sweetest music, shall chant her 
to her repose, till awakened on the great morning 
of the world, descending angels shall introduce this 
daughter of Jerusalem into the joy of her Lord."* 
Such, then, is the character of the virtuous woman, 
as delineated by the mother of King Lemuel. By 
expanding the miniature as it was drawn by the 
pen of inspiration into a large and full-length pic- 
ture, I have, perhaps, done injustice to the subject. 
If so, let those who are of this opinion perpetually 
and doaely study the original as it is found in the 
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book of Proverbs. " There," says Matthew Henry, 
in his quaint style, ^' is shut up this looking-glass 
for ladies, which they are desired to open and dress 
theoQselyes by ; and if they do so, their adbming 
will be found to praise, and honor, and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ." 

If, however, a wife devoid of all that constitutes 
her real excellence, shall run counter to this beau- 
tiful picture — if instead of being the glory -of her 
husband, she shall seek to rival him, and shall either 
attempt in the domestic firmament to be the greater 
light to rule the day, or to throw him into eclipse, 
before whom she should be content with partial 
obscuration ; if instead of being content to be praised 
by him, and deeming his approving smile a worthier 
object of ambition, and a richer reward thui the 
gaze of admiration and the language of flattery from 
strangers ; if she be a wife who opposes wantonly 
his tastes, or neglects his comfort ; who contemns 
his opinion, and contradicts him with asperity, and 
resents with unseemly heat his real or unintentional 
slights ; who exhibits indolence but not industry in 
the management of his household, and either by 
slovenliness allows all things to sink into unclean- 
ness and confusion, or by extravagance hastens on 
the approach of poverty and ruin ; who neglects 
even her children, and causes them to rise up in 
grief and shame for their mother ; who gives her 
maidens constant occasion for reproach and com- 
plaint, on account of her ill-temper and worse con- 
duet; who is resdesi and uneasy at home, but 
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gracious and engaging everywhere else ; wh« by. 
her own conduct makes her husband happier every- 
where else than at his own fireside : " or if she be 
a wife using her empire over her husband to turn 
him away from the Lord, as the wife of Jehoram, 
whose fatal influence the Holy Spirit paints in the 
single expression, * Jehoram walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel, like as did the house of Ahab ^ 
for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife ;' a wife, 
in short, who constrains her husband to sigh in 
secret over the hour when he was blind enough to 
sue her hand, and look forward to the day when he 
shall lay before the tribunal of God the eternal 
wrongs she has done him — what plea can she offer 
for her conduct ?"* 

There are some few things of a general character, 
which may be worthy of notice in surveying this 
portraiture. 

It is a very true and judicious remark of Mr. 
Bridges, that the standard of godliness here exhib* 
ited, is not that of a religious recluse, sl^ut up from 
active obligations, under pretense of greater sanctity 
and consecration to God. Here are none of those 
habits of monastic asceticism, that are extolled by 
some, as the highest point of Christian perfection. 

Nor does any other part of Scripture, either of 
the Old Testament or the New, put up a finger-post 
that points to the convent. We repeat what we 
affirmed in a former sermon, that no single practice 
that pleaded the sanction of religion, was ever the 
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source of so much pollution or vice, or inflicted so 
deep a wound on morals, as monasticism. Wom- 
an's natural state is the conjugal one, and her mis- 
sion is to her husband, into which she is not usually, 
and ought not to be, unwilling; at the call of Prov- 
idence, and with all due discretion, to enter ; and 
for which she should assiduously prepare herself. 
Still, should there be some women of singular dis- 
interestedness or exalted piety, ^ho, either for the 
benefit of near relations, or from motives of zeal 
and mercy, and not from a superstitious notion of 
the superior sanctity of celibacy, shall be willing to 
forego the duties and felicities of the wife and the 
mother ; who, I ask, shall forbid them 1 Such was 
the mind of the apostle Paul, whose words on this 
subject have been so eagerly wrested in favor of 
erroneous opinions. "If I search," says Monod, 
" throughout the whole world, for the type of the 
most useful, the most pure, the most Christian 
charity, I nowhere find all these conditions better 
fulfilled than in the good aunt, who, by a marvel- 
ous sacrifice, accepts the fatigues and the cares of 
maternity, without knowing its ineffable consola- 
tions ; mother ! yea, and, may be, more than mother, 
when the question is of serving and supporting, yet 
setting herself aside the moment the question is only 
of advantage and pleasure. Sad she may be, but 
her sadness is heavenly, and transforms itself com> 
pletely into love and sacrifice." 

But if no family engagements bind you, extend 
your view further; find out a family in all that have 
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need of you, comforting the -afflicted, forming on 
supporting charitable institutions, seconding a piou^ 
minister in his labors — ^in short, in every good work 
for which God appears to have expressly reserved 
your liberty. Or embrace, for you ,may, a yet 
vaster sphere. Embrace the world, if you will, 
provided it be iu the spirit of charity. In fine, 
accomplish your mission so faithfully, that when the 
hour of your death shall arrive, all may rejoice in 
the happy isolation which permitted you thus to 
devote yourself; and that, amid the tender regreti 
which shall follow your mortal remains to the tomb, 
it may no longer be discerned, in the sacrifice whidi 
you have made, whether you were wife or sister, or 
aunt or mother, relative or stranger.'' 

It can not fail, I think, to impress every reader of 
this beautiful description of the ^* virtuous woman," 
that the delineation includes chiefly the active vir- 
tues of the female character. It is the bustlin|^ 
energetic, and prosperous female, surrounded by 
circumstances that call forth her industrious assidu- 
ities, invest her with power, and array her witb 
public honor ; rather than the quiet, gentle, and re- 
tired sufferer, struggling with adversity, or crushed 
by oppression, whose virtues consist of submission 
to the will of God; and patient, uncomplaining 
endurance of the wrongs of man, perhaps of her 
husband ; and the brightness of whose character is 
heavenward, to be admired by God and angels, 
rather than earthward, to be seen and extolled by 
men. To the latter we would say, look up w^Ui 
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tfelieving prayer to God, for the grace that is neces- 
sary to fill your dark sphere with the illumination 
of that holy virtue, which, with lunar radiance, 
shines brightest by night. Little of the glory of 
fhe character which we have been describing may 
&I1 upon you in those secluded shades amid which 
you are called to dwell. In solitude, with no eye 
to pity, no voice to soothe, no hand to help, you 
may be called to drink the cup of sorrow. Well, 
drink it, as did the greatest and holiest sujflerer that 
ever passed through our vale of tears, saying, " The 
oup which my Father giveth me to drink, shall I not 
drink it 1'* and the time will come, when he who 
foveth you better than you love yourself, shall wipe 
away all tears from your eyes. To those who, by 
divine grace, are copying the patterfi set before them 
in tlus discourse, and are in circumstances to do so, 
I would say. Over all these fine traits of active, 
energetic character, cast the vail of gentleness, 
modesty, and humility. Let the passive virtues 
of your sex blend with, and soften the active ones. 
Be sure to single out that lovely feature, *' the law 
of kindness is on her tonlfueJ*^ With all this mas- 
culine energy in womanly conduct, unite feminine 
tenderness and softness. Whatever else in charac- 
ter you may be, still be a woman, with all a woman's 
grace and loveliness ; and while, as a wife, a mother, 
and a mistress, you wield the authority, and exert 
the influence which belongs to you, remember still, 
there is one in the family— I mean your husband^- 
whose authority is still higher than your own, and 



\ 



I 



L 



444 solomob's dksosiption ov a good win. 

^t it is at once your duty, and will be for joas 
happiness, meekly and gracefully, thou^ not ab- 
jectly and croucfaingly, to bow to him. 

Young women, I beseech you to make yourselTSi 
iamiliar with this exquisite passage of Holy Writ 
It must be a study for you. There is much, very 
much, to be learned from it. You will here see 
that piety b the broadest and most solid basis of 
all female excellence, and so far from interfering 
with temporal duties, will, wherever it is genuine, 
quicken attention to them. Godliness is profitable 
for all things, and helps the pursuit of ail that is 
lawful. There is not a good quality of character, 
nor a single earthly interest, which it will not effeni^ 
ually promote. Do not allow yourselves to be 
imposed upon by the misrepresentations of its ene- 
mies, who would persuade you, if they could, that 
piety is unfriendly to general character, and inimi* 
cal to personal happiness; that it enjoins duties 
unfriendly, and forbids pleasures essential to youth- 
ful enjoyment Upon examination, however, it 
will be found that this objection to it, like all oth- 
ers, is founded upon air. Is there a virtue or a 
practice which can adorn or bless humanity, which 
it does not enjoin? And. as to its more solemn, 
and what some would, consider its more sorrowful 
duties — ^I mean repentance — I would remind you 
that these are not the only exercises of true religion ; 
for there is the joy unspeakable of fitith, as well as 
the grief of contrition ; and that the latter leads on 
to the former, just as the shower in the sultry heat 
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pkera. Religkm Ibrbid^ no {^aasuresi bui( auch as 
ar« injurioua to tke soul, and subatitutes the sub- 
•taape of fai^ppineas for its shadowa. It resembles 
a fine country m spring, where the hedges blooipi 
and every thorn produces a flower. 

Perhaps it will be thought by some it is a pity 
that a delineation of the Tirti|oi|s tnan^ equally 
tninotey comprehensive and impreasivey had not 
iMeii drawn by the same hand which gave ns this 
IKidfeiire of female excellence. In default of this, 
however, H is observable how much of what is here 
mid may be oopied into the character and conduct 
tif 'the other aex. Th^fe is scarcely a rule of con« 
duct here presented, which may not) with a little 
abaiige»be observed by the husband, the father^ and 
tb0 master.: Th^a virtuous woman's fidelity to her 
hwaband, personal industry, good management, an4 
dfligence in her fitmily, consideration for the com- 
foftt and necessities of others, kindness of speech 
and |»ty for the poor, courtesy to all, and especially 
her sincere and practical piety, belong to her hus* 
band, and are required oif him, as well as of herself. 
These virtues are appropriate to both sexes. They 
are the general principles of excellence, though 
adapted here to the female sex« And therefore we 
recommend hnsliands to study this portraiture, not 
only to see what their wives should be> but what ia 
required of themselves also. 
ir But who of either sex is sufficient for these 
ttnngsl None but Ibey whose sufficiency is of 



I— 



446 solomok's dsboriptioh or l good win. 

Grod; and He, to tlie dodle and humble peti- 
tToners at the footstool of His grace, will ever be* 
stow that gracious aid which is equal to the ex- 
igency of every case. In reminding you of your 
various duties, and calling upon you to construct a 
character which, after exhibiting to the admiration 
of every beholder on earth its graceful proportions, 
shall endure with nn&ding beauty and undiminished 
grandeur through eternity; I would also remind 
you of your own indecision, feebleness of purpose, 
exposure to temptation, and consequent necessity 
of divine assistance. To obtain this help you must 
have faith in Qirist, the source of all spiritual effi- 
cacy, and earnest prayer to Grod, and none shall 
seek this grace in vain. 

I THUS dose a series of discourses, on which, in 
consequence of the rarity of the e£R>rt and the del- 
icacy of the subject) I entered^ not indeed without 
some hope, but with much fear and trembling. So 
&r as the pleasure of my own mind in preparing 
and preaching these sermons, and the monthly at- 
tendance upon their delivery from the pulpit, are con- 
cerned, my expectations have been more than real- 
ized. In laying down rules, pointing out defects, and 
the occasional comparison of t}ie excellences and the 
faults of the sexes, I have had a somewhat difficult 
task to perform, and in the performance of whidi 
I can scarcely presume to hope I have given satif- 
&ction to all parties. I must be contented, and it 
is no small matter to be so, with the conviction 
that I have endeavored to hold the balance with a 
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flitoady and impartial hand ; and in this I have satis- 
fied my own conscience. I have praised, where 
praise was called for, and that was very oflen, but 
my commendation has not degenerated into flat- 
tery ; and I have blamed, when blame was just, but 
it has been without acrimony. My object has been 
to promote the happiness of both sexes, by improv- 
ing the character of that one on which so much of 
the happiness of both depends ; and to advance the 
wel&re of society by purifying its earthly source. 
How fiur I have succeeded it is impossible I should 
ever kn6w, and in the absence of certaii^ty must be 
comforted with the pleasures of hope. - 

I have looked upon woman as related to both 
worlds, as being bound to this by the ties of a wife, 
a mother, and a mistress ; and to that which is to 
come» by the grander and more enduring bond of 
immortality; and therefore, as having not only 
social excellence to obtain, but that which is indi- 
vidual in special relation to God, and heaven, and 
eternity. I have contemplated you, my young 
friends, as the future wives, mothers, and mistresses 
of the next generation, and have endeavored to 
prepare you for discharging the functions of these 
momentous relationships. It has been my aim in 
these sermons, to open and prepare for you a 
smooth passage through this earthly state, gather- 
ing out as many stones, and planting as many 
flowers, as I could. And imperfect as may have 
been my counsels, and defective as may have been 
my views, I am confident that if my advice be taken 
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and my rales observed^ tlu>iigli tbend ma j l» Hmdi 
sorrow in reserve for yo% there wUl not be wsntiog 
a tolerable share <^ oonsolalion aad happiness. Il 
will be your &ult, not mine^ if lift be a dresry 
blank-t--^ desert without an oasisr^^ wilderness 
without a spring. 

But I have looked beyond this world, to thai 
state, where I see you, with all these tender ties 
dropped from around you, and you yourself staadp 
ing alone in your individuality and immortality. 
I jam duly awure, and I wish you to be^so^ that yoli 
sustain a personal relalaonshi^ to Grod, whi<& re* 
quires an appropriate and prescribed line of oonduot 
toward him, and for the n^leot of which, no other 
duties, cxcellenoes, or merits whatever, can be a 
substitttte. It is not merely what you have beenas 
a woman in society, or as a wife, a mother, or a 
mistress in the &mily, but what you have been. to^ 
ward God, that will decide your lot in the day of 
judgment. You may have been the most exsJl^ 
and noble, and learned of women, the most fiuthfiil 
of wives, the most devoted of moUiers, and the 
kindest of mistresses; but if all this, while yon 
have not had repentance toward God, &ith in our 
Lord Jesus, and true holiness, these dcmiestic vi^ 
tues, as they had in themsdves no relation, and in 
their performance, no reference to God, so ^n. the 
end they will meet no recompense from him, msA 
instead of bearing him say, '* Well d(»ie,>good and 
ftithful servant,*' you will hear nothing more ;th«l 
** They Aarf their lewanL" 
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, Young women, contemplate your situation as I 
do, and as I now present it to you. There, fur- 
ther than the eye can reach, stretches out the vast 
plain of earthly existence, with all its varied land- 
scape, its numerous roads, its busy population, its 
duties, its pleasures, and its dangers : and there are 
you, traveling across it, and needing guidance, as- 
sistance, protection, and comfort by the way. Step 
by step you are going on, never stopping, but ever 
advancing — to what ? To that boundless ocean of 
eternity which lies beyond, on which you must soon 
embark, and on which so many of your fellow-trav- 
elers are every hour adventuring: Yes, yes, you 
are emigrants passing through time to embark for 
eternity ; and ought you not, like other emigrants, 
to prepare for the voyage, and for the country to 
which you are going ? Shall your attention be so 
taken up with the plain across which you are trav- 
eling, as to forget your embarkation upon the 
ocean that lies beyond it ? Does one of all the 
emigrants which are now crowding to our colonies, 
forget for a waking moment, after his determination 
is fixed, that he is soon to leave his country for one 
across the sea? Oh,. no. And will you forget that $ 
you must soon — how soon you know not ; perhaps 
next yeof , or next month — emigrate to eternity 1 
By what motive shall I jnduce you to prepare for 
eternity 1 What ? Only by itself, for if eternity be 
not strong enough to induce you to prepare />r eter* 
nijJf by what other motive can I hope to succeed Y* 

1 now, in conclusion, refer you to t)iat day, and 
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tkil seene^ wben tlie results of all ministerial efibrts 
<-^nd of this among the rest — ^for the spiritual 
'velfiure of mankind, shaU be asoertained and made 
pobHo. Before that dread tribunal yon and I mittt 
appear. Not an indiridnal that has heard, or that 
shall read these disoonrses, will be absent; and 
among the tilings then to be brought into judgment 
▼ill be this feeble, jet sincere and earnest, en* 
deaTor for your spiritual benefit In reference t6 
some of whom it will be said, I foar, I have been 
*^the savor of death unto death;** while it is my 
prayer and my expectation, that to otiiers I have been 
^the savor of lifo unto life.*' May there be very 
many of the latter desoription ! ^ For what is ovr 
hope, or joy, or ofown of rejoidng? Are hot even 
^ la tte presence of our Lord Jesus dirist at Ui 
eottiing. For ye are our glory and joy. 
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